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Turn to our step by step guide on page 46 



PLUS 

LOCOPLUS: 4 pages packed with 
LocoScript hints, tips and advi 

LOCOFILE Tutorial 



special: How to ge 
the best out of your mouse 



gygrm^ffl feels: Which 

hoose? 







Special 



ns cli 



i 





f _^_ mv Complete 

W^^WktopPuitMutg System 



&li 



I 



ba 




uiure 

PI' BUSHING 



Your guarantee ol value 





c)c 



SUMMER 
SALE! 



MAIL A to Z Computers, Freepost, 

ORDERS ( TK1 298 )> Twickenham, TW1 1 BR 



^081-744-1834/2354 

Telesales: 9.30am - 6.00pm (Mon - Sat) tS^n 

Showroom: 10.00am - 5.30pm (Mon ■ Sat) 

Fax: 081-891-6260 (24hr) 2SS 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & 1ST CLASS DELIVERY 



CF2-3" DISKS 



All branded and 100% Certified 



FROM 25th MAY 1991 

* * Send in your order FREEPOST * * 



• Amsott CF2 £15.95 (10) £46.50(30) 

• Maxell CF2 £15.95 (10) £46.50 (30) 

(Special Desktop Publishing Packages, 
complete with software, mouse & interface) 

• AMX Mouse & Micro Design 2 £84.95 

• AMX Mouse & Stop Press £71.95 

• AMX Mouse & Desktop Publishing £59.95 

• Fun School 3 (Under 5, 5-7, 7+) _.......... £16.95 

TEQNICHE PCW 102 keyboard, 8256/8512/9512 

compatible £74.95 

ProScan PCW handheld scanner, software 

& interface (Creative Tech.) £169.95 

• PCW9512 carbon m/s ribbon £2.70 (1+) £2.40 (30+) 

• Dust cover (8256/8512/9512) 3 pes set £8.95 

• I ■ Crack 2 turbo PLUS spreadsheet £32.95 

Supercalc 2 (Comp. Assoc) £44.95 



£15.95 

for 10 



10 off 30 off 

Amsoff CF2 - Double Sided Single Drive £15.95 £46.50 

Maxell CF2 - Double Sided Single Drive £15.95 £46.50 

Maxell CF2 - D/S (individually cased) £18.95 £55.50 

Maxell CF2D - DS/DD for 8512 & 9512 £18.95 £55.50 

1 off 3 off 

Amstrad 3" Storage Box (10 Cap.) £4.95 £12.00 

Lockable Storage Box (20 Cap) (3.5" - 40 cap) £7.95 £21 .60 

Lockable Storage Box (40 Cap) (3.5" - 80 cap) £9.95 £27.60 

3" Disk Drive Head Cleaning Kit £4.95 £1 3.50 

(Branded and bulk 3.5", 5.25" DSDD/HD disks.. .at special prices, please ring) 



LOCOMOTIVE 



SPECIALS! 



NEW! Locoscript II + Locofile (8) £43.95 

NEW! Locofont Set (1+2) (8) £29.50 



Locofile 8256/8512 £32.95 

Locofile 9512 £32.95 

Locomail 2 (8) £29.50 

Locofont 2 (8) £16.95 

3" Thesaurus (Deluxe) to use 

with Locofile (8512/9512) £12.95 

Printer Support Pack £29.50 



Locoscript II + Locospell £37.95 

Locofile . Locomail (8) . £48 95 

Locoscnpt 2 (8) £29 50 

Locoscnpt PC Ver 1 5 £103 95 

Locolmk £27.95 

US PC ver&or. 1 5 • locollnk .£125.95 
Locospell 2 £27 95 
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GAMES 



ALL GAMES WORK WITH 8256/8512 
* PCW 9512 COMPATIBLE 

' Brian Clough Football Fortune £15.80 

• Bridge Player 2000 with Tutor .£12.80 

• Bridge Player 2150 Galactica £22.80 

• Catch 23 £14.25 

• Classic Games 4 Compilation £13.95 

• Clock Chess "89 £13.95 

• Colossus Bridge 4...„ „._ £13.25 

' Colossus Chess 4 £13.25 

' Corruption £18.25 

' Crossgrid 

(crossword without clues) £10.95 

• Cyrus Chess II £13,25 

• Fish £18.25 

G.Gooch's Test Cricket £15.80 

' Gnome Rangers £12.25 

" Guild ol Thieves £1 8.25 

Hop. Munch, Shoot Collection £12.25 

■ tngrid's Back £12.25 




• Jlnxter £18.25 

Lancelot £15.80 

Mlndfighter £14.25 

• Pawn £18.25 

PCW Challenge (Ace. Formula 1. 
Skywar, Strip Poker) £13.95 

• Scapeghost £15.80 

• SchooFs Out (5 games) £10.95 

• Scrabble £1 5.25 

Ski Climb Cavern Collection £12.25 

Sporting Triangle £16.80 

• Steve Davis Snooker £13.25 

• Tank Attack £16.25 

Tetris £15.50 

' The Complete Home 
Entertainment Centre .....£14.25 

■ Time S Magik £12.25 

■Tomahawk £13.95 

■ Trivial Pursuit „ £17.95 



BOOKS 



15 Hour Word Proc Amstrad PCW £6.95 

All In One Mini Office Profes £11 .95 

Amst 8256 8512 More Wdprocessor £9.95 

Desktop Publishing Amstrad PCW £9.95 

Locomail User Guide £19.95 

Locoscript 2 S Amst PCW Comp £11.95 

Locoscript 2 S Mail Spell File £10.95 

Locoscript 2 User guide £19.95 

Locoscript Locomail, Locospell £8.50 



Looking Into Locoscript 2 Amst £16.95 

Mallard BASIC PCW Intro & Ref £9.95 

Mastering Amst PCW 8256 8512 £9.95 

Ops Guide Amstrad CPC PCW 2 Ed ..£20.00 

PCW Machine Code £13.95 

PCW Supercede £13.95 

Program Your PCW (Mallard) . £9.95 

Using Amstrad Word Processor*^ £9.95 

Using The Amstrad PCW 95 12 £10.95 

8000. Collection £9.95 

Exploiting AMS PCW 951 2 £14.95 
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RIBBONS 



£2.70 



Highest Quality Guaranteed 



PCW 9512 Carbon MultiMnke . 
PCW 951 2 Black Fabric. 



,.1+__ 

£2.70.. 



_..*> 10. 30. 

.,£2.60 £2.50 ..,£2.40 

..£3.10 £2.80 ,.£260 



PCW 951 2 Colour Fabric 

(Red. Blue. Green. Brown, Purple) 

PCW 6256/8512 Carbon Multistnke 

PCW 6256/8512 Black llabnc) 

PCW Colour Fabric 

(Red. Blue, Green, Bown, Purple) 

Sinter Ribbons lor Slar. Epson. NEC. Panasonic, Amsirad, DMP/LQ. Juki M/S. Oume. Diablo. Brolrier. 
non/Taxan. Man/Tally, Shlnwa. Commodore) P.O-A 



,..£5.45 £4.95 £4.50. ..£450 

...£320 £3.10 £3.00 ,,£2.80 

-,£3.00 £2.80 £2.70, ,£2.60 

,,£5.45 £4.95 £4.50. £450 



DUST COVERS 

8256.'B5 .29512 tor monitor, keyboard & printer, ami -sialic, waterproof. 

cream colour, blue piping 

NEW! 9512 dust cover set (or monitor, keyboard & printer with sheet feeder . 
NEW! 9612 dust cover (or printer with sheetteeder. 



£8.95 

|3pcs| 



Crown dust cover. 8256/8512 (2 pes) 1 pc for monitor with keyboard, and 1 pc for printer 

(anti-static, waterproof, see-thru) _,„ _ 

(PC1512/1640 (2pC) £8.95. PC 2088 {2pc)..£9.95. PC22/32/3386 (2pc) _.. 

Star LCtO, NEC22/P2 Pan 1124. .pnnter covers „.... 



£9,95 

£5 95 



£10.95. 

£4 95) 







APPLICATIONS 



£26.95 



INTEGRATED 

Mini Office Proiessional . 

(Re-release package) 



WORDPROCESSING 

New Word 2 £49.95 

Prolext (lull version) £44.95 

TasworoSOOO £24.95 

TasSpellSOOO £17.50 



DATABASE 

Dbase2 

Sage Retrieve... 
Master* la 6000 



,£51.95 
, £36.95 



SPREADSHEET 



Supercalc 2 (Comp. Asso). £44.95 
Cracker 2 lurbo 'Plus- £32.95 



ACCOUNTS 

Money Manager , 

Sago Popular Account! 

Saoe Pop. Accourtls Plus, 

Sage Pop Invoicing 

Sage Pop Payroll 



COMMUNICATION 
Sage Chil Chat 



£44.95 

£71.95 

.,£101 95 
£53.95 



Sage Chit Chat * Modem, 

TUTOR 

Touch 'n' Go 



£16.95 



Two finger conversion (lansysi) , £16.95 

Crash Course Tulor (lansysi) £16.95 

8000. Collection wd.sk £12.95 

UTILtTY 

Easy LabelMf £34.95 

Personal Excellence (lansysi) £16.95 

Flpper 3 NEWI £29.95 



, £37.95 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

Micro Design 2 (DTP) £44S5 

MD2 (Fontlibrary) 2 disk set ol extra lonta £2655 

Stop Press (DTP) £36.95 

Desktop Publishing £2500 

AMX mouse . Micro Design 2 (DTP package) ,£84.95 

AMX mouse . Stop Press -..- £71.95 

AMX mouse . Desktop _ £59.95 

GRAPHICS 

Masterscan - Paint Pack „ £59.95 

Maslerscan £4415 

Proscan PCW hand hek] scanner, software 

* interlace (C.T.) £169.95 



PERIPHERALS. ADD-ONS 

AMX mouse . Menace £44.95 

Ongmal Amstrad par/ser. interlace (cps 8/9) £41.95 

SCA par/ser. Interlace Plus w clock • caWndar ,£61 95 

SCA 512K RAM upgrade £92.85 

SCA 768K RAM upgrade £115.95 

PCW |Oystlck interlace £17.50 

Quickshot turbo Joystick £7S5 

MISCELLANEOUS 

9512 Daisywheels £5.95 



Printer cable (D25 • Cen. 36) £7.95 

Pnnter cable (Cen 36 - Cen 36) , £9 95 

2 way Cen. 36 switch box £17.95 

2 way serial D25 switch box £1755 

4 way Cen. 36 switch box £25.95 

4 way senal 025 switch box £25.95 

Pnnter extension lead (8256/8512) 

1.2m - 2pcs , . 

Printer extension lead |9512) 1.2m 

102 keys PCW hill sue compatible 



£16.95 

£16.95 



keyboard (Teqniche) 

9512 aulosheet leader , 

MM3 Margin Maker (6) 

Maxifil (Margin Maker 9512) 

Slampiton sell adhesive labels 

(1 'ItfxS'h' per 1000) 

Mouse mat (standard) , 

Mouse mat (strong thick rubber). 



£74*5 

£85.95 
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EDUCATIONAL 



£16.95 



Fun School 3 under 5's... 

Fun School 3 5-7 yre 

Fun School 3 7 and over.. 



Micro English G.C.S.E £19.95 

Micro Maths G.C.S.E £19.95 



Magic Maths (4-8) 

Maths Mania (8-1 2) 

Better Maths (12-16)... 
Better Spelling (9-14) . 



£12.50 

each I 



Business French 

Business Spanish 

Business German ... 

1 -.. :■ : :..:.--v:.>^!-: 



£44.95 

each 



Junior Playtime (4-8 yrs) 

Ultimate Quiz (5-Adult) 

Ultimate Sums (5-mld teens). 



£10.00 



ft to Z Computers 

132 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4BN 



i 



* Prices subject to change without notice, and (or UK & BFPO 
orders only. 

* Quantity orders please ring, callers welcome. 

* Official orders from education & Govt, authority are welcome (£50 
min.) 



ENING MENU 



FUTURE PUBLISHING. BEAUFORD COURT. 
30 MONMOUTH STREET. BATH BA1 2BW 
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o FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD 1991 

6000 Plus is an independent publication Future 

Publishing Lid have no l«nk wiih Amsirad pic 

We welcome contributions irom readers - but cannot 

undertake to reply to all correspondence, even il an 

SAE is included 

Payment lor accepted freelance articles is made 4 

weeks alter publication date 

We take great care to ensure that what wo pnnt is 

accurate, but we cannot accept liability lor any 

mistakes or misprints No part ol this publication may 

be reproduced in any toon without our permission. 

ABC - Jut - Dec 90 - 25.009 

YOUR GUARANTEE OF VALUE* 

This magazine comes Irom Future Publishing, a 
company founded just six years ago. but which now 
Milts more computer magazines than any publisher in 
Bntam Wo oiler: 

Better advice. Our titles are packed with tips, 
suggestions and explanatory features, written by the 
best in the business 

Stronger reviews. We have a cast-iron policy ol 
editorial independence, and our reviews give clear 
buying recommendalions 

Clearer design You need solid information last 
So our designers highlight key elements by using 
charts, diagrams, summary boxes and annotated 
photographs 

Greater relevance. At Future, editors operate under 

two golden rules. 

Understand your readers' needs 

Satisfy them 

More reader Interaction, We draw strongly on 
readers contributions, resulting in the liveliest letters 
pages and the best reader tips. Buying one of our 
magazines <s like routing a national user group 

Better value lor money. Mo»o pages, bettor quality 
magazines you can Imsl 
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90 WIN A DTP SYSTEM! 



10 MICE WORK! 



FEATURES 



45 THE POWER WITHIN 



10 MICE WORK! 

Alec Rae provides some useful hints and lips on the 
use of mice within desktop publishing programs 

26 THE SOFT TOUCH 

We show you how to get the best out of the 8000 
Plus Soft Options disc 

34 INTO PRINT 

The PCW95I2 supports a whole range of different 
daisywheels - but which one is the best for you? We 
lake a look at the most popular choices on offer 

45 THE POWER WITHIN 

Adding an internal 3.5 inch drive to the PCW95I2 
can bring your machine more versatility than ever 
before! And you can do the job yourself - with the 
help of our fully illustrated, step by step guide! 

57 HOME COMFORTS 

Working from home need not mean total isolation 
from the outside world. Andrew Bibby investigates 

60 BEGINNERS' GUIDE 

We explore the benefits of Educational Software 

LOCOPLUS 

20 LOCOSCRIPT SURGERY 

Three pages of LocoScript trouble-shooting - 
brought to you by the experts! 

23 LOCOTIPS 

An essential collection of your own LocoScript tips! 

24 LOCOFILE TUTORIAL 

How to transfer your database to paper 

REVIEWS 

43 THE ALBUM SYSTEM 

We take a look at a brand new database tailor-made 
to keep track of your record collection. 



REGULARS 



5 NEWS PLUS 

Read all about it - here! 

15PROTEXT 

Martin Le Poidevin shows you how to get the most 
out of Prolexl's find and exchange facility 

30 CASE IN POINT 

Karen Donaghay travels to Surrey to visit a seat of 
PCW learning 

32 BOOK LOOK 

Read the latest in PCW literary wisdom 

53 SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Your chance to invest in a year's supply of 8000 Plus 
- and qualify for a free gift into the bargain! 

51 SPEAKEASY 

David Frost reflects on his many adventures with 
PCW upgrades 

55 LANGFORD 

62 LISTINGS 

More BASIC listings for you to type in 

69 GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 

This month, we round up the best Databases, 
Educational, comms and programming software 

75 TIPOFFS 

Need some help with a PCW-ing problem? Turn to 
our five page collection of expert advice! 

82 SPECIAL OFFERS 

Take your pick from a selection of the best PCW 
bargains in town 

85 POSTSCRIPT 

The pages where you do all the talking! 

90 COMPETITION 

Over £200- worth of DTP prizes up for grabs! 



Move 
PC word p 
without st 



over again 




The thought of upgrading from your Amstrad 
PCW to a fully fledged PC probably fills you with 
dread. 

Learning new software. Re-entering all your files. 
You have to wonder whether ifs really worth doing. 

Well, with LocoScript PC and LocoLink you can 
do away with all that. 

Because LocoScript PC works in just the same way 
as LocoScript on your PCW, but is much faster and 
has all the features you'd expect of PC software. 

Like split screen editing, mixing fonts in a document 
and phonetic spelling correction. It also has LocoSpell, 
LocoMail and LocoFile already built-in and support 
for almost every printer available. Whether a 
simple matrix or a more sophisticated laser printer. 

Yet, unlike other PC software, you'll find it very 
easy to use. 

And with the addition of LocoLink, your PCWs 
documents can be automatically transferred to 
your new PC in just a few minutes while keeping all 
your existing layouts and styling intact. 

To find out more, simply fill in the coupon or phone 
Katy Buchan on 0306 740606 for details of your nearest 
authorised dealer. 

You'll discover that moving up to a PC with software 
that's already familiar, can be simple and painless. 

LocoScript M 



Please send me more information on LocoScript PC 



Name 



"KB] 



Address 



Postcode . 



Tel: 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking Business Park, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1YL 



EVERYTHING YOU NEED. NOTHING YOU DON'T. 




LocoScript PC costs £125 and LocoLink costs £29.95. Prices exclude VAT. Locomotive Software, Dorking, Surrey RH4 IYL 



News Plus 




Sophie Lankenau - Editor 



The idea of fitting an internal 3.5" 
drive to your PCW probably fills many 
a proud owner with terror. Your 9512 
is working in perfect order; why tempt 
fate by taking it to bits and attempting 
what could be a tricky operation? And 
just how can you cram that extra inch- 
worth of drive into a space which 
seems far too small? 

We can assure you that no such 
worries need detain you. Take another 
look at the cover of this issue. We 
fitted the drive using the tools that you 
see laid out around the machine. And 
only those tools. The operation took 
less than an hour to complete, and the 
drive is working perfectly. We're now 



using 3.5" discs with the greatest of 
ease, and as a result, can 
communicate quite happily with the 
PCWs elder cousin, the PC. So, don't 
be put off - give it a try. With the 
exhaustive step by step guide on page 
46. you cannot go wrong. 

Still in keeping with the practical 
things in life, we've taken a look at 
how best to use a mouse within a DTP 
program. If you are new to this 
increasingly popular PCW application, 
our special leature on page 10 sets 
out to resolve some of the more 
common teething troubles involved in 
mouse usage. The feature is backed 
up by a fabulous competition, in which 



you have the chance to win a 
complete DTP system. All you have to 
do is to turn to page 90 and answer 
four straightforward questions! 

Don't miss our round-up of the 
printwheels available for the 9512. It's 
all very well to read about courier, 
script and recta, but what do they 
actually look like? You can, quite 
literally, take your pick from our 
selection on page 34; we're offering 
three readers the chance to win the 
printwheel of their choice in an extra 
competition this month. 

There's lots to be won, and even 
more to enjoy in the pages of this 
month's 8000 Plus. So, off we go! 



STEP FORWARD FOR DTP 

Brand new product brings extra dynamism to the Micro Design page 



Desk top publishing on the PCW was 
recently given a new lease of life when 
Creative Technology unveiled their 
latest product: the Micro Design 
Utilities Disc. It makes Micro Design 
the first ever PCW program to rotate, 
bend and reflect images on the page. 

"This is an entirely new venture," said 
Nik Holmes from Creative Technology. 
"The disc contains a number of programs 
to enhance the performance of Micro 
Design 2 and ProScan." 

Both packages can now mimic the 
effects seen in magazines and advertising. 
Pictures can be rotated, bent, twisted or 
reflected. "It will do wonders for people's 
layout," said Nik. "Now they can produce 
interesting, dynamic pages." 

The trend away from simple layouts 
started with Micro Diagonals from 
Exemplar Design. This allowed you to write 
diagonally across a Micro Design page. 
However, the new suite of programs from 



Creative Technology take the concept 
much further. The developments which 
have been made are a direct response to 
user requests. 

Another popular addition is faster 
printing. In the past, users of Micro Design 
and ProScan have complained that printing 
is too slow. The new product aims to 
rectify this for external printers. Printing 
times are slashed in half for owners of 24- 
pin printers, by a third for 9-pin printers 
and a hefty two thirds for laser and deskjet 
printers. Sadly, the only printer to miss out 
is the PCWs own built-in dot matrix printer. 

The release of the utilities disc comes 
at a time when all seemed quiet on the DTP 
front. It represents the first real sign of 
progress since ProScan was released by 
the same company last September. The 
Utilities Disc costs £19.50 (including VAT) 
and can be used with ProScan and Micro 
Design To find out more, call Creative 
Technology on (0889) 567160. 



BAD ADVICE ANGERS PCW USER 



£1000 on a new machine. "I was 
incensed," said Mr Toulson. "My PCW has 
given me excellent service." 

The advice from the company seems 
to be prompted by their own bad 
programming. 

Mr Toulson bought the company s 
Simplex Accounts program' in 1987. Since 
the budget, it cannot run with the new VAT 
rate and Micro Retailer Systems do not 
plan to upgrade the program. They say 
that, "due to the way it was written it 
cannot be changed". 

Instead, they offer the PC version of 
Simplex Accounts. In order to run the 
program, they came up with the helpful 
suggestion of buying one of their PC 
computers at over £1000. 

Mr Toulson was unimpressed. "In 
truth, it is their own product that hasn't 
stood up to the test of time," he said. He 
plans to switch to another program, Money 
Manager PCW. The move will cost him just 
£49.95. "It is better than Micro Simplex > 
and I don't have to change my excellent 
Amstrad PCW 8512," he said. 




'Dump your PCW was the advice 
given to this man by a retailer 

8000 Plus reader Mr Toulson, pictured 
above, was shocked recently to hear his 
PCW called 'old' and 'obscure' by a major 
computer dealer. 

The criticisms came in a letter from 
Micro Retailer Systems. In it, the company 
urge users to dump their PCW and spend 




Create extra interest on the page, 
with the help of a brand new 
product from Creative Technology 

SCHOOL IS FUN! 

Fun School is tops when it comes to 
educating our children. That was the 
verdict of a panel of computer buffs at the 
recent European Computer Leisure 
Awards. They voted the program Best 
Home Education Package. 

Few programs receive such an 
accolade and its creators at Database 
Software were thrilled. Managing director 
Chris Payne, said the win was 
"a welcome addition to the Fun 
School success story." 

The PCW version is 
available for three different 
age ranges. It uses pictures, 
sounds and animation to get 
the message across and the 
aim, say Database is to "give 
your child an unfair 
advantage". Fun School 3 
carries the prestigious 8000 
Plus seal of approval, and 
features in our mail order 
pages for £19.99. For more 
details on the program call 
Database on (0625) 859333. 




Database Software's best 
selling educational package 
wins a European award 
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ADVANTAGE! PCW g 

• FFATI IRIMR TUP OPQT pn ^«V«M,^,^ ' «TV 



FEATURING THE BEST PD, 
SHAREWARE & COMMERCIAL 
PROGRAMS FOR THE PCW 

• TRIED & TESTED 

• MENU-DRIVEN WITH INSTRUCTIONS 



QTY REGULAR MEMBER 

m " PRICE PRICE 

1 Disk £6.95 £5.55 

2 Disks £11.95 £9.55 

3 Disks £15.95 £12.75 

4 Disks £19.95 £15.95 

Over 4 Disks £4.95 £3.95 

EACH EACH 



IGAMES & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 



VERBIAGE £6.95 

Based on the popular TV Quiz ■COUNTDOWN' Make the 
longest word you can Irom your chosen letters ' VERB - 
CONSONANT" • the computer will do the same. The longest 
word wins! Excellent graphics and gameplay 

TRIVIA QUIZ £6.95 

A multi-choice game with plenty ol fast-action graphics and 
sound, competitive scoring and a wide variety ol questions 
Fun (or all ages. "Guaranteed completely trivial" - 8000 Plus. 

SLIDER £6.95 

A unique computer version ot the popular mechanical sliding 
squares puzzles Pictures are divided up on a grid ol squares, 
then mixed up; your task is to slide them around to re- 
assemble the pictures. 

PCW DRAUGHTS £6.95 

A well-presented and challenging version ol the popular board 
game, played against the computer Large, clearly presented 
board making the most ot PCWs hi-resolution graphics. 

FUN A GAMES £6.95 

Plenty ol entertainment with these well-known classics - 
Pacman, Space Invaders, Bomber. Maze Game, Hungry 
Snake, Pressup. Ping-Pong. Return To Arg. Game ol Lite, 
Bugs & Golf. 

PIT YOUR WITS £6.95 

Pit your wits against the computer with these popular games - 
Chess. Othello, Mastermind. Spetlit. Rubrks Cube. Stone 
(Awari). Biorhythm Plotter. TicTacTo and Word Search Puzzle 
Maker. 

JUNIOR CHALLENGE £6.95 

An entertaining selection lor youngsters - Aenal Antics. 
Battleships, Burglar Bill, Car Park Blues, Fly Race. Biblical 
Hangman. MasterMind. Post Haste, Solitaire, Table Tester, 
Widget Factory. 

AMUSEMENTS AND DIVERSIONS £6.95 

Startrek, Lunar Lander, Merchant, Trade, Boggle. Baseball, 3D 
Noughts & Crosses, Chase. Quest. Homonyms. Horse Racing, 
Civil War. Baccarat. Craps, Hunt The Wumpus, Swarms, 
Blackjack, Square, Crazy-8. Hangman American Football. 
Queen. Spies. Nim, Dots. Dragrace, Pilot. Strobe. 

COLOSSAL CAVE ADVENTURE £6.95 

The famous game which originated on main frame computers, 
with save and reload. Plus BESTIARY, "A well-produced, 
novel adventure" - Bill Brock Adventurer's Guide. 

PCW CHALLENGE £6.95 

Four entertaining cult games Irom Nemesis:- The Trial ol 
Arnold Blackwood, Arnold Goes To Somewhere Else, The 
Wise And Fool Of Arnold Blackwood, Brawn Free. "A good 
challenge lots ol hints and tips and a good range of responses" 
- 8000 PLUS 

LOGO LOGIC £6.95 

Educational programs for DR-LOGO {supplied with your 
PCW):- Plan the shortest route with AIRLINER. Play 
ANAGRAMS and HANGMAN, use DRAWING with the LOGO 
turtle, Write and print tunes with MUSIC printer and use Ihe 
DISC LABEL PRINTER. 

FUN WITH GRAPHICS £6.95 

PCW-DRAW - simple drawing program - create, save, edit, 
print pictures 8IO-MORPH Start with a simple figure after a 
few generations you have a set of complex and unique 
creatures Plus GRAPHIC ROUTINES and README for 45 
character PCW screen width. 



WORD - SPREAD - BASES 



WORD PROCESSOR £6.95 

A powerful WordStar-like editor which offers full screen editing, 
full block operations, windowing, automatic horizontal scroll 
(line length up to 255 characters), macro functions, word-wrap, 
formatting, pagination, find/replace, pagination, undelete and 
more. 

SPREADSHEET £6.95 

For home accounts, mortgage repayments, business and 
multiple calculation exercises. 60 rows by 26 columns. Menu- 
driven - enter text, numenc value or calculation (♦ - x / with 
reference to any cell or total) Pnnt facility and documentation. 

DATABASE £6.95 

A small relational database for storing simple data and 
producing reports from the data. Uses free formal query 
language with macros and commands plus on-line help. A 
good introduction to the concept of databases. Disc also 
contains a useful Inventory Database. 

KEYBASE II £6.95 

Menu-driven - Record Set Up. Data Entry. Erase. Count 
Records. Set Report Fields, Run Report Search. Display Last 
Output. Repeat Lasl Search. Search & Extract. Set Key Index, 
Print Records. Capacity limited on Shareware version 
"KeyBase is well designed simple to use and it works. A good 
value database " • 8000 PLUS. 

NUMBER CRUNCHER £6.95 

Does tor calculations what your Word Processor does for text 
Retrieve mathematical expressions (formulae) from disc files. 
calculate their results, modify them and store them back on to 
disc. Create files of lormulae. Menu prompts and online help. 
Up to 15 sig hgs., over 100 characters, arithmetic, trig, log and 
% expressions. 



HOME & BUSINESS 



FILE INDEX £6.95 

Keep a mailing list, addressbook, club membership file or 
catalogue your records, CD's, stamps or books. Similar to a 
card index system or Filolax. comes with sort and printer 
routines. Easy to use. 

HOME ACCOUNTS £6.95 

A new home accounting program written by a UK author with 
all the facilities you need to track your bank account and plan 
your budget. 

HOME VIDEO £6.95 

Keep track of your video collection with this purpose-built 
program. Offers four Sort options and Forms Management 
System to print in order of title number, video number, global 
alphabetic or unique 

HOME INVENTORY/HOME INSURANCE £6.95 

Record your valuables for house contents insurance. Or how 
much money you're spending, the value of your stamp 
collection, the value of your assets. Or use a simple stock- 
taking program. 

PRINT MASTER (dot matrix) £6.95 

Now you can use your PCW and printer lo good effect by 
designing and printing your own customised Letterheads. 
Stationery, Calendars and Greeting Cards. Also prints signs 
and banners. 

PfilNTMASTER TOOLBOX (2 disk set) £1 1.95 

Features a wide range of over 600 graphics for use with 
Printmaster plus GALLERY program to view graphics on- 
screen before printing. 

LETAFONT (dot matrix) £6.95 

Change the letters and revitalise your PCW screen with this 
set of 16 new fonts. Works with most CP/M-based programs. 
Edit your own set of fonts and even print them out. 

EXPERT SYSTEM £6.95 

Use your computer for decision making, and problem 
analysis. Build up a knowledge base on any subject then, by 
answering a senes of questions, reach a logical conclusion. 

THE DESKMASTER £6.95 

Comprises a desk-top appointments calendar, calculator, 
memo-writer, card-file dalabase. Plus Label Printer. Home 
Accounts. Mortgage Calculator. Weather Forecaster. 

KERMIT & FRIENDS £6.95 

Plenty of programs for data transfer between computers 
{local/ remote) Access Viewdata. Prestel. Databases and 
Bulletin Boards. With Kermit. UKModem7, MEX and verious 
communications utilities. 

HI-HO FILE TRANSFER £6.95 

Originally issued at commercial prices this very 
straightforward menu-driven program offers fast file transfer 
in and out of your PCW (needs serial interface and null 
modem cable) 



PROGRAMMING 



THE Z80 PROGRAMMER C6.95 

A complete 280 Assembler creates an executable COM 
program Irom your Assembler Tile. Plus 280 Disassembler, 
Debugger. Library, 8080 Disassembler. 280 lo 8080 
Translator, utilities. 

DAZZLESTAR C6.95 

The powerful 280 Disassembler with lull sel ol associated 
utilities. 

THE C PROGRAMMER C6.9S 

Not sure which language to go for? Try the Small C 
Compiler, a practical and useable introduction to C. The disc 
Includes source code and documentation. Produces 
executable .COM programs. 

C TOOLBOX C6.9S 

Examples ot C at work C source (tor a variety ot compilers) 
with .COM programs. As a bonus the programs are quite 
uselul too. 

PROLOG - 80 C6.95 

Fascinating introduction to At. I/O control, database 
manipulation, global variables, arrays, blocks, unification etc. 
With editor. 

THE LISP PROGRAMMER £6.95 

Find out more about this fascinating Artificial Intelligence 
interpreter. Plenty ot on-disc documentation. 

JRT PASCAL (2 disk sal) £11.95 

A professional-quality Pascal Compiler which comes with 

extensive documentation and plenty of source code 
examples. 

GOING FORTH £6.95 

A comprehensive FORTH compiler which produces 
executable programs With extensive documentation, library 
files, utilities. 



SAVE MONEY! 

Join Our new PCW Club and 
get 20% off all Disks 
Technical support and Special Offers 
on Commercial Programs. 
Members:..£10.95 (EC Countries) 
£13.95 (Non EC Countries) 



UTILITIES 



INSTA-MENU £6.95 

Locoscript-slyle menu presentation lor CP/M programs Easy 
access to user areas, simple cursor-controlled program 
selection lor running, typing, erasing and copying programs A 
good "front end" 

IN. CONTROL £ 6 .9 5 

FILE CONTROL leatures Copy. Delete. Rename, Print Change 
User Number. Change Attnbutes. Log, Sort, Go To and Word 
Processor-style text tile editing. DISK CONTROL leatures Disk 
Map. Disc Parameters. Sector Editor, File Editor and Unerase. 

COMPLEAT UTILITIES £6.95 

NSWP Newsweep one key erase, copy rename and pnm plus 
many other leatures. SUPER2AP Disk sector editor - edit by 
track/sector or by filename, DISCKITA disk formatter, 178k 
data format and 5 1/4" second dnve, SCREEN BLANKER plus 
a dozen more useful programs. 

TEXT PROCESSING UTILITIES £6.95 

Pnnt text (eg Spreadsheet! sideways on your printer. SORT a 
file into alphabetical order WORD COUNTER lor Locoscnpt or 
ASCII. WSCLEAN, CALENDAR GENERATOR. SPELLING 
CHECKER. SCORING CARD. BANNER Printers. 
TYPEWRITER emulator. SETPAPER. SETPRINT paper and 
pnnter control 

DISK ORGANISATION £6.95 

CATALOGUE your disks and produce a pnnted index, archive 
tiles and save disk space. MENU SYSTEM, FILE DATING 
SYSTEM. DISK UTILITY, SOUEE2E/UNSOUEE2E will save 
up to 40% disk space. 



HIGH LEVEL LAHGUAGES 



NEVADA COBOL COMPILER £33.95 

COBOL is an industry standard data processing language, 
suitable for business applications. Based on ANSM974 
Standard COBOL, Nevada features runtime error messages, 
random access and sequential files and integration of 
assembly language using the OR MAC assembler. 

NEVADA PASCAL COMPILER £33.95 

Offers floating point to 14 digits, trace facility, runtime error 
messages, linker and assembler, 26 built-in functions, g built-in 
procedures. 15 I/O functions, random, sequential and indexed 
file I'O luncitons. histogram activity analyser and access to 
system calls 

NEVADA FORTRAN COMPILER £33.95 

Adheres dosely to the ANSI X3.9-1966 standard with some 
1977 extensions. Advance features include THEN, ELSE 
COPY. CHAINmg and TRACE. With two-pass assembler! 
random I/O file, 25 general purpose subroutine function library 
and runtime error reports. No linking. 

MIX C COMPILER £33.95 

A professional quality C compiler which produces stand-alone, 
executable .COM files from your C source code. Closely 
adheres to the onginal Kernighan- Ritchie standard with lull 
floating point anthmetic. Ideal lor newcomers to C as the 
manual includes a very good tutorial section with plenty of 
examples. 

MIX C EDITOR split screen, WordStar compatible with 

manual „... £19.95 

MIX C TUTORIAL EXAMPLES ready typed ready to 

compile . ... £5.95 

MIX C GRAPHICS LIBRARY A ASM UTILITIES £10.95 

• THE MIX C -WORKS- - All the above items together lor 
i"St _ £49.95 



Thinking of changing your computer? Then contact 
Advantage BEFORE YOU BUY. We offer free 
advice for home and business users. Advantage 
are stockists for a wide range of commercial 
programs for the PCW, Atari ST. Amiga 800. PC 
and BBC computers - call in or phone for details. 
Dealer enquiries welcome 



LOCOSCRIPTPC £124.00 

LOCO-LINK PCW PC lile translor cable and S/W £29.95 
TEN MAXELL/PANASONIC 3" DISKS „ . £19.95 
TEN SOLID PLASTIC DISK CASES £2.95 

PRINTER CABLE Centronn. to 25-way D-type £10.95 

NULL-MODEM CABLE for file transfer 

25-way D-type £10.95 



Four ways to buy: 

PH PHONE: 0242 224340 with your 
ACCESS or VISA number. 

[~2] FAX: 0242 226755 

I 3 [ POST your cheque or Postal Order 

[4 I COLLECT Irom our showroom 



ADVANTAGE (EP) 56 BATH ROAD, CHELTENHAM GL53 7H J Tel: 0242 224340 






News Plus 



TOP LEVEL STAFF LEAVE AMSTRAD 



Amstrad has shed some of its top staff in a 
recent spate of redundancies. Thirty seven 
staff were laid off - including the managing 
director, Barry Young. 

The cutbacks came as no surprise to 
Amstrad insiders. "I wasn't shocked at the 
news that I had to go," said a former 
employee. Peter Roeback."l knew that 
business was hard." 

There is also talk of Alan Sugar's 
desire to have more say in the future 
direction of Amstrad. The loss of a tier of 
management has given him more control of 
the company. 

Amstrad, however, say that the blame 
lies with the recession - and not with the 
company itself. "We have the reputation of 
being a very successful company and we 
want to stay that way," said an Amstrad 
spokesman. 




Alan Sugar is now firmly back in 
the driving seat following the loss 
of several top figures at Amstrad 



TAKING STOCK 

Small businesses want the whole topic of 
computerised stock control de-mystified 
say accounts software specialists SD 
MicroSystems. And they claim that their 
new program, Small Trader PCW, is just 
the one for the job. 

"Users who purchase a high-brow 
system often struggle to get to grips with 
its complexities," they explained. "Small 
Trader aims to make life easier". 

One sales entry to the program will 
automatically adjust both the stock levels 
and the sales account of the customer. 
Invoices or statements can be produced 
using a built-in price list. Stock levels are 
checked within the program so the user 
knows when to re-order. 



The company describe the program as, 
"equally suitable both for service or stock- 
based companies." And that could mean 
anything from mail order shopping to your 
local gardening suppliers. 

To keep your accounts in order, SD 
MicroSystems also produce a program 
called General Ledger. Again it is aimed at 
the newcomer. "General Ledger offers a 
fresh, low-cost approach to accounting," 
they claim. 

You can get hold of Small Trader PCW 
from SD MicroSystems, P.O. Box 24, 
Hitchin, Herts, (0462) 422897. The price 
of the program is £36.00 (including VAT). 
To buy General Ledger and Small Trader 
as a package costs £51.00 (incl. VAT). 



STAR WARS 

The printer war wages on unremittingly. 
This month sees a cut in prices of the Star 
range. The 9-pin FR-10 is now £399 and 
has a free colour kit. The LC-15 can be 
used for wide printouts and is is now 
reduced by £100 to the new price of 
£299. All of these prices include VAT. 



Star describe the printers as "workhorses," 
and say that the price drops reflect 
increasing demands for their ever popular 
printers. Further details of these and other 
changes to the Star price range can be 
obtained from the company by telephoning 
(0494)471111. 



PICTURE THIS 
ON YOUR PCW 

Two new clip-art discs are now available to 
Micro Design users. The first is called 
Bighead from HD Design. The company 
hope that it will "leap out and catch your 
attention." It allows you to create super- 
large, 3D characters on your PCW. 

HD design say that the disc is an ideal 
aid to designing posters and signs. "There 
is a temptation with desk top publishing to 
cram too much into a page," they said. 
"Bighead works on the principle of keeping 
it simple". The disc contains the letters as 
picture files to be loaded into a ready- 
made page. 
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Publicise the event and write the 
score: it can all be done using 
Micro Design, and new programs 
Bighead and Harmony 

The other newcomer to the scene is 
Harmony. Again the disc contains a 
selection of picture files, but this time the 
subject is music. "Harmony provides an 
easy way of producing musical notation 
within Micro Design," say the producers. 

The Harmony disc is available from 
Crazy Diamond Design, 23 Dawes Close, 
Armitage, Rugeley, Staffs, WS15 4BE . It 
costs £16.99, including VAT. Bighead 
comes at a price of £19.95 including VAT. 

Both programs are available direct 
from HD Design, 3 Roundthorn Way, 
Goldsworth Park, Woking, Surrey, 
GU21 3QN. 




Competition 
winners! 

April's Teqniche keyboard 
competition attracted one 
of the largest responses 
ever seen for an 8000 
Plus competition. 
Thousands of you were 
keen to get your hands on 
the brand new PCW 
keyboard - and we don't 
blame you! Sadly, only 
three of you are destined 
to receive one free of 
charge, and those lucky 
winners are the following: 
Liz Birtwhistle from 
diversion. Cumbria; W 
Corbett from Weymouth, 
Dorset and Douglas M 
Henley from Cardiff. 
Congratulations! 
The answers to the 
questions were as follows: 
I)b2)b3)c4)b5)b 
Well done to all those of 
you who spotted the 
deliberate mistake in 
question 4; the movement 
of the Quick Brown Fox 
should have been in the 
present tense for the rule 
to be true. 



BACK TO THE BAD OLD DAYS 



In the early days of the PCW, Amstrad 
came up with a great sales line. "Throw 
away your typewriter!" went up the cry. 
Sure enough, many people headed for the 
nearest dustbin or Oxfam shop. But was it 
really a good idea? 

"There are many things you can do 
with a typewriter that you can't do on the 
PCW," said Dave Vince from Airline. In 
response to this notion, he has released a 
program called Type to take us back to the 
bad old days. It literally transforms the 
PCW 9512 into a typewriter. 

With the program Type you can use 
the PCW for all of those fiddly jobs, such 
as filling in forms. The idea behind the 
program is a simple one. It forces the 
9512 printer to type the letter as soon as 
it entered at the keyboard. The user simply 



positions the paper and types in the words. 
There are no editing facilities within Type, 
so you need to get it right first time. 

However, another program on the disc 
does make allowances for bad typing. It is 
called Envelopes, and allows you to type in 
and correct an entire address. You then 
position the envelope and print out the 
address with one key press. The most 
common addresses could be stored in a 
database for quick access. 

Also on the disc is a clever program 
called Cheque. Give it the name of the 
payee and the amount in numbers and the 
program will print out the entire cheque - 
including the words. 

Type, Envelopes and Cheques are 
available on one disc from Airline 
Instruments Ltd. The disc costs £10.99 , 
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Now you can 
use your PCW 951 2 to 
print out those all important 
cheques directly 

including VAT and postage. Contact Airline 
at Elstree Aerodrome, Elstree, 
Hertfordshire WD6 3AW, telephone (081) 
9534912 for further details. 



"» 



June 91 7 



News Plus 



Marching 
Orders! 

One PCW mail order firm 
are moving up in the 
world, to bigger and better 
premises. Microsnips can 
now be found at 25-29 
Grange Road West, 
Birkenhead, and their new 
mail order number is 
(051) 6500500 



Pretty penny 

Re-inking your ribbons 
could be even cheaper 
than you thought. 
Aladdink can re-ink a 
black PCW ribbon for a 
mere £1.30, not £1.50 as 
we quoted in our last 
issue. Now that's what we 
call a bargain! 



Sign 

of the times 

The Financial Times can 
now be read via Telecom 
Gold, a dial-up database. 
The facts can be digested 
before the paper even hits 
the streets. 

Another new option is 
Telecom Gold's access to 
the credit ratings of every 
company registered with 
company house. More 
details on Telecom Gold 
can be obtained on (0800) 
200700 




ON THE UP 

The PCW utility SuperDOS is now claimed 
to be better than ever. "It has been 
extensively re-written, to make it more 
compact, faster and with more features," 
say its creators Encyclasoft. 

Fans of SuperDOS will already be 
familiar with the transformation it offers. 
The list of features make it sound like a 
CP/M wonder-drug. Rather than the 
enigmatic A> prompt of CP/M, SuperDOS 
displays all of the options on-screen with 
the help of menus, windows and pointers. 

With SuperDOS you can still copy files, 
list files on a disc and do everything else 
that CP/M can. SuperDOS just tries to 
make it that little bit easier. 

The differences between SuperDOS II 
and the original SuperDOS are small, but 
important enough to be significant. The 
notepad, used to jot down memos, has 
increased in size. File copying is faster 
than before. The original SuperDOS 
allowed you to choose a program from a 
menu rather than type in its name. In 
SuperDOS II this principle is extended to 
include BASIC programs. 

Many other small additions to the 
program all add up to quite a substantial 
improvement. The new program is slightly 
more expensive. SuperDOS II will cost 
£34.95 including VAT (£5 more than its 
predecessor). The old SuperDOS has been 
reduced from £29.95 to £12.99. 
Encyclasoft say this is "a special incentive 
to the traditionally careful PCW buyer." 

Encyclasoft hope that those who 
choose the original version of the program 
will be so impressed that they will go on to 
buy the SuperDOS II upgrade for £22.95. 

Further details on SuperDOS can be 
obtained from Encyclasoft (0270) 81 1890. 

COLOUR KIND 

The printer market is nothing if not 
confusing. There are already hundreds of 
printers vying for the buyer's attention, but 
the new printer from Citizen offers 
something a bit different. 

For a start, the Citizen Swift 9x has a 
colour kit, so the user can produce techni- 
coloured printouts. 

It also allows wide printing so that a 
large spreadsheet, for instance, can fit on 
to one page. There is already a smaller 
version of this printer, the Swift 9, 
which has proved very popular. 
The new printer also compares well 
with the successful Citizen Swift 
24x (reviewed in issue 54 of 8000 
Plus). The difference between the 
two is apparent in the price. 
The Citizen Swift 24x is £489 
whereas the Citizen 9x is £329 
(including VAT). The minus side is 
that the Citizen Swift 9x produces 
lower quality printouts than the 24x 
version. More details can be 
obtained from Citizen on (0895) 
72621. 

Priced at £329. the new Citizen 
Swift 9x printer is wider than the 
popular Swift 9 




DOING THE 
LAMBETH WALK 

Lamstrad is the name given to a new 
PCW User's Club in the centre of in 
London - in Lambeth, to be precise. 
The club meets at The Strand Centre, 
Elm Park, Brixton Hill, SW2, which just 
happens to be the address of the 
Lambeth Adult Education Institute. 

Besides the premises, they've also 
managed to secure the services of 
three of the tutors from the Institute; 
so not only do they enjoy excellent 
facilities (with both 8000 and 9000 
machines), they are also able to 
guarantee expert advice! 

The group meets during the 
academic year, and sessions usually 
take place in the early evening - ideal 
for office workers on their way home. 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 
June 4, and there is a charge of a 
mere 60p per session - a real bargain! 

Details can be obtained from 
Derek Moody on (071) 733 6995 - but 
only in the evenings, please. 

COMPUTER LEEDS 

Meanwhile, in Leeds Dennis Major and 
Simon Mitchell read our March edition 
of Club News, and got together! The 
result is a brand new club in the Leeds 
area, called (at this stage) the 'Leeds 
Amstrad Club'. 

Although they are only planning at 
the moment, they nevertheless have 
dreams for the future, and are of 
course looking for more people to 
recruit into the club. Their first official 
meeting will be on 3rd June, and 
subjects under discussion will 
include... well, just about anything you 
want to talk about, really! 

The man to get in touch with is 
Simon Mitchell, 35 Nowell Terrace, 
Harehills, Leeds 9; he can also be 
contacted on (0532) 493843. Simon is 
an all round PCW expert - with 
experience of lots of PCW software 
and hardware. When you add that to 
all the other expertise which must be 
available in the Leeds area, the 
meetings should be very well worth the 
effort of attending. 

BASILDON BOND 

Another club finding its feet is the 
Basildon Club, which we mentioned 
last month. Although not yet 
completely up and running (that's their 
opinion, not ours) they nevertheless 
meet - for the present - every Monday. 
Each meeting greets about ten 
members, although that population is 
rather a 'floating' one. The best 
response, they reckon, has come from 
mentions in 8000 Plus, and they are 



now in the throes of creating a 
questionnaire designed to seek out 
members' computing strengths. It 
certainly looks like Basildon is a club 
to keep a close eye on. 

So too the Gloucestershire Club. 
They now have a flourishing 
membership roll, and have recently 
had their first 'lecture' meeting - with a 
talk on Micro Design 2, ProScan and 
the Canon BJ-lOe printer. 

FOLLOW THE MAP 

At the other end of the scale come the 
more established clubs. The M25 
Amstrad User Group will be having a 
presentation on MJ Frampton's 
"Routeplanner" program at their 
meeting on June 17th. An appropriate 
subject for a club named after a road! 

Their recent meetings have 
included a lecture on Signwriter, 
Protext and SuperCalc 2. If a 
particular software manufacturer 
cannot make a meeting, they are often 
quite happy to send a presentation. 

This wide range of subject 
material is clearly what makes the 25 
or so members of the club so staunch 
in their support. They come from as 
far apart as Reading and llford. and 
represent a whole range of computing 
experience. From the beginners to 
office workers who use a computer all 
day, people attend the meetings not 
only to learn, but also to pass on 
ideas, and live up to the club's motto: 
'We help each other'. 

But they do not only help each 
other. Their January meeting, which 
was mentioned a couple of times in 
8000 Plus, eventually made over £415 
pounds for the Great Ormond Street 
Children's Hospital. Many thanks again 
go to Cornix for the kind gesture which 
led to that donation being made. 

Other big clubs meeting up in 
June include the Teesside User's 
Group, who will be looking at Protext 
and Mailmerge and the Hereford 
group, who will hear about (hopefully) 
LocoLink. Details of contacts for these 
and all PCW clubs are to be found on 
page 84 of this issue. 

SUMMER NEWS 

The summer is a great time for club 
activities - your club may well be 
planning trips, barbecues, extra 
meetings and all sorts of other things. 

No piece of information is too 
small for this column. Do let us know 
your plans for the future, as well as 
news of how things are going, at Club 
News, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth 
Street. Bath BA1 2BW; items to reach 
us by the first week of the month 
preceding cover date. 
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JUST PLUG IN FOR 

POWER 

Designed and manufactured in the UK, SCA products 
are backed up with a first-class telephone support 
service and a money-back guarantee 





SCA Rampacs 

• Compatible with all Amstrad PCWs. 
• Simply plug into the expansion port. 
• Tested Locoscript compatible by 
Locomotive Software. 
• Through-connector allows 
continued use of other 
peripherals. 

• Three versions available- 
512K, 768Kand 1.5Mb. 

• Upgrades available to 
existing Rampacs. 
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To upgrade your existing SCA Rampac 
simply send your Rampac to us and we will 

upgrade and return it within 48 hours 
512K to 768K, E30.39 + VAT = £35.71 post free 
512K to 1. 5Mb. £100 + VAT = £117.50 post free 
768K to 1 .5Mb, £75 + VAT = £88. 1 3 post free 



512K 

• Adds 5 1 2K of RAM. Instantly! 

• Only £89.00 + VAT. 

Total £104.58 - postage free. 

768K 

• Will upgrade your PCW 8256 
to a full 1Mb. 

• Only £109 + VAT. 

Total £ 1 28.08 - postage free. 

1.5Mb 

• Three times the memory of 
basic Rampac for only twice 
the pricel 

• Allows Locoscript users to use 
the maximum 2Mb memory 
on 85 1 2/95 1 2 machines. 

• Flipper 2 recommended for 
CP/M users. 

• Only £189 + VAT. 

Total £222.08 - postage free. 



Iff you use Locoscnpi 
you should have a 
Rampac- but don't 
just take our word 
for It, see what the 
magazines say- 
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SCA Interfaces (serial/parallel) For Amstrad PCWs 



PROFESSIONAL 

Full 8 bit Centronics parallel 

port for printers and plotters. 

Full duplex RS232 serial port 

for communications at all 

speeds between 75 & 1 9200 

Baud. 

User manual supplied with 

details of cables. 

Only £48.00 + VAT. 

Total £56.40 - postage free. 



PROFESSIONAL PLUS 

All functions as Professional 
Real Time Clock/Calender with 
on-screen digital clock display 
Demonstration and 
communications software 
supplied on a 3" diskette 
Automatic CP/M time 
and date stamping. 
i Only £57.00 + VAT. 
Total £66.98 - postage free. 



<3< 



SCA Systems Ltd., 61 Ferringham Lane, Ferring, 
Worthing, West Sussex BN12 5LW 
Telephone 0903 700288 Fax 0903 506608 



Mice Work 

Using a mouse within a desk top publishing program can 
increase flexibility. But how? Alec Rae investigates 



The Kempston 
mouse, attached 
to the diminutive 
Interlace thai 
connects It to 
yourPCW 



June 91 



For many computers they are 
standard. For some computers, 
such as Apple Macintoshes. Maris 
and Amigas you could hardly think of 
doing anything without one. But to many 
PCW users they are still a bit of a 
mystery. We speak, of course, of mice - 
those strange, little plastic creatures with 
long cable tails that 
stick out of the back 
of computers. 
So why is it that the 
mouse has not 
taken off among 
PCW users the way 
it has on other 
computers? And 
should more users 
be considering 
buying them? 
This must depend 
on how you use 
your PCW. For 
instance, mice are 
particularly useful 
when used with 
many graphics or 
desk top publishing program. They make 
moving and positioning of text and 
graphics far easier - and freehand 
drawing is virtually impossible with just 
the cursor keys. 

And for any program working with a 
WIMP environment a mouse is vital. 
Now first you must understand that a 
WIMP environment has got nothing to 




do with the dressing room of the Welsh 
international rugby team. 

WIMP is an acronym for Windows. 
Icons. Mice and Pointers. They were 
going to call it PWIM but that never 
seemed to catch on. 

It's rude to point 

So in a WIMP environment you don't 
type in commands or use keystrokes. 
Instead you use your mouse to point to 
icons (little symbols that represent the 
command or option you are wanting) and 
click on the mouse buttons to carry out 
the actions you want. 

Now. admittedly, there are very few 
WIMP environment programs available 
for the PCW. Jeeves, the memory- 
resident desk-top program bundled with 
the Kempston mouse and one or two 
similar organisers over the years have 
made a brave attempt at WIMP status. 

But apart from desk top publishing 
programs like Stop Press MicroDesign 2 
and The Desk Top Publisher, where the 
mouse is useful for other purposes, there 
have been few attempts to use the WIMP 
system in general CP/M programs. 

Of chickens, eggs and mice 

This is probably because of a 'chicken 
and egg' situation where software 
designers don't want to go overboard 
with their WIMP set ups because this 
will make the program inaccessible to 
the vast majority of PCW owners. 



All programs have to be geared for both 
mouse owning and non-mouse owning 
PCW users. And it's probably not such a 
good idea trying to do this by using the 
cursor keys to control the 'mouse' cursor 
as this can be a painfully slow and quite 
imprecise way of doing things. 

So until the mouse population grows 
to a significant level it is unlikely that we 
are going to see the full benefits of this 
quick and effective add-on. 

At present it is also possible to use a 
mouse with some PCW word processors 
and spreadsheets, allowing you to move 
around the screen and 'click' on any 
word or cell you want. 

This is certainly a more sensible way 
to go about things - although with the 
relatively slow screen update on the 
PCW any real advantages from this set 
up are limited. And until you have the 
chance to click on commands as well it 
probably won't catch on too much. 

This relative lack of interest in mice 
is admittedly against the trend in other 
types of computer. In the IBM- 
compatible PC market, more and more 
programs are becoming 'mouse driven' - 
and that now includes word processors 
and databases. 

And many computers are now so 
based round a WIMP set up that you 
never see a stark, lonely A> prompt; 
instead, you just click on the program 
icon you want in order to run your 
chosen program. 



THE TWO MAIN TYPES OF MOUSE: 1. THE KEMPSTON 



It is amazing how 
designs change over 
the years. It seems 
just a few years ago 
people thought a 
Morris Minor was a 
sleek, smart looking 
car. Nowadays all 
cars seem to have 
the same sort of 
curved lines and yet 
the poor old Morris 
somehow seems to 
appear a trifle dated. 
The same thing has 
happened to the 
Kempston mouse. The first versions now 
look at least 30 years old compared to 
the sleek, smooth lines of the latest 
version. Why this looks better is difficult 
to say - but it certainly does. 

It is a two button version, which is 
actually more than enough for virtually 
any application. Just as software 




designers have to take into account that 
there might be non-mouse owning users 
they also have to consider that a good 
percentage of mouse owners have only 
two buttons on their mouse and adjust 
their program to suit. 

And frankly there are not many 
operations where three buttons are really 
needed. It is often simpler and more 
intuitive to use a two-button system. 

The performance is also improved 
with the mouse running smoothly round 
the desk. This is helped by the fact that 
the programs have also improved with 
the cursors running round the screen 
more smoothly too. 

The only let-down for the Kempston 
mouse, therefore, has to be the mouse 
interface box (computerese for the box 
that fits into the back of the computer) 
which has no through-connector and 
therefore doesn't allow 'piggy-backing'. 

The Kempston mouse comes with 
what, at least the more disorganised 



PCW users may find two invaluable 
programs. They are Jeeves, a memory 
resident desk top program and Daatafax. 
the program which has the dubious task 
of organising your personal organiser. 

These programs are perhaps too 
closely related to be entirely sensible to 
be bundled together. Both have address 
books, calenders diaries and calculators 
and you can't help feeling that together 
they would make one good package and 
consequently save you a lot of duplicated 
data inputting. 

The difference is that with Daatafax 
you print everything out on to pages that 
fit into your personal organiser, while 
Jeeves should be able to pop up at any 
time that you are using your PCW to 
allow you to find a telephone number or 
take a note. 

This is where the memory resident 
program comes into its own. It is loaded 
into memory and at the correct call (in 
this case pressing both buttons on the 



mouse) u should, in theory, pop up on 
your screen no matter what program you 
are using at the time. 

However, in practice, it is not quite 
as easy as this. The information in the 
manual quite rightly points out that it 
runs alongside most CP/M programs like 
WordStar, Cracker and Supercalc. 

However. Jeeves doesn't run 
alongside a program like LocoScripl, 
which isn't a CP/M program, or Protext, 
which quite firmly takes control of the 
situation and won't let anything else in. 

In addition, it will not work with 
programs like Stop Press and 
MicroDesign 2, which take up all of the 
m:drive (unless, perhaps, you invest in 
some extra RAM). The most depressing 
feature is that with it loaded into the 
m:drive there isn't space in the standard 
8512 m:drivc to run Daatafax. 

So, if you are keen to use Jeeves, 
you should check in advance whether the 
program will run successfully with your 
favourite programs. 

If you can use it with your software, 
one major plus is an easily accessible file 
handling system. What goes on in a 
PCW three inch disc is often a mystery 



to even quite experienced users. 
When you run Jeeves you are given a 
graphic representation of all the files on 
the discs in any drive (including the 
m:drive). You can tell at a glance 
whether they are program files or 
documents or even assembler source 
programs (should you ever be looking 
for one of those) by the difference in the 
icon on display. 

Pick-up trick 

Using the mouse, you can simply pick up 
files and erase them (putting them in the 
little bin icon) or copy them to another 
drive (drag them over to a little disc 
icon). There is no doubt this is much 
easier to remember and use than 
PIP.COM and to some PCW owners 
might be the break-through needed to 
tackle file handling properly. 

The phonebook, calender and diary 
are definitely handy although the 
notebook might be thought on the small 
side for practical use. 

However the final feature that Jeeves 
provides might well be the greatest 
blessing of all. Running as a separate 
program you can install a clock that 



appears constantly in the bottom left 
hand corner of the screen to tell you that 
it is three o' clock in the morning and 
you better give up playing Tetris. 

Daatafax 

Daatafax is one of those programs that 
seems like a good idea. If you are neat, 
tidy and organised enough to carry a 
personal organiser, why not go the whole 
hog and have everything in your 
personal organiser printed? 

There are sections in Daatafax for 
addresses and telephone numbers. It will 
generate a diary or a calender for any 
period you want, and there is a section 
for notes. Once these are safely stored on 
disc you can print them out on special 
paper designed to lit in your personal 
organiser. It will accept ASCII files from 
other word processors (like LocoScripl 
to name but one) and you can import 
graphics files and print them out on to 
pages. Daatafax will also allow for two- 
sided printing. 

It has bright, interesting graphics and 
the program is made even more simple 
to use with the aid of your Kempston 
mouse - and a real WIMP environment. 




(Jive me more 
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Details of other DTP 
software can be 
found, not 
surprisingly, in the 
DTP section of The 
Software File. 

This was published 
in the May issue of 
8000 Plus, and will 
feature again in 
Vugust. 



2: THE AMX MOUSE 

The AMX mouse definitely comes with 
everything you need. It has three buttons, 
allowing you to tackle any application 
and it has a through connector on its 
interface box. 

This allows piggy-backing, the 
process of lilting one interface box into 
anolher. allowing you io use a number of 
different attachments at the same time. 

With only one expansion port on a 
PCW there is often a fair amount of 
competition for space. With desk top 
publishing applications, especially, you 
may want to fit a RAM pack, a hard disc 
connector, a scanner and an RS232 
attached to a 24-pin or laser printer as 
well as a mouse interface. 

Now it might not be physically 
possible to piggy-back all those 
attachments but at least with the AMX 
having a through connector you don't 
have the problem of having to make sure 
that all the others have through 
connectors so you can put the mouse on 
last. Without it, you could find yourself 
in the irritating situation of constantly 
having to close down your program and 
switch off to fit a new interface. In our 
tests, we ran a RAM pack, and RS232 



and the AMX mouse all fitted to the one 
expansion port without problems. 

It runs smoothly and easily, although 
the rectangular design might be 
marginally less comfortable on the hand 
than the Kempston. 

The Desk Top Publisher 

You can buy the AMX mouse on its own 
or. for a mere £20 more with Desk Top 
Publisher, which as the name implies is a 
desk top publishing program. In fact, it 
was one of the first DTP packages 
available for the PCW. 

Certainly, if you are intending to use 
the mouse for something other than desk 
lop publishing this could be a reasonable 
investmenl. The Desk Top Publisher is 
fine for limited DTP although it is 
probably loo limited for serious use. 

Unlike all the other DTP packages it 
breaks the task of page make-up into 
distinct sections. In one section you 
prepare your graphics, and in another 
you prepare your text (the system has a 
very reasonable text editor). In another 
section you bring these elements 
together to make up a page. 

The Desk Top Publisher has a choice 



of 1 5 fonts, a 

reasonable graphics 

facility and quite a 

wide choice of clip 

art. What it doesn't 

have is the 

spontaneity of 

making a page up as 

you go along. Il 

might be possible 

for a trained page 

designer to visualise 

what a page will 

look like wilhout 

seeing it but il could 

perhaps be difficult 

for the amateur. 

There is a page preview facility, and you 

can create headlines by blowing up a 

small font to any size. You have to 

experiment with this, though, and try to 

achieve results which are nol distorted. 

This will come with a bit of practice. 

This package is ideal for those jusl 
branching oul into DTP. And as it comes 
with the support of the superior AMX 
mouse, you will probably become 
addicted to experimenting with The 
Desk Top Publisher in no time. 




The AMX mouse 
in position, 
attached to the 
Interface 



THE MOUSE AT WORK 



The idea of the mouse is simple and yet 
ingenious. You have a plastic box that 
fits neatly into the palm of your hand 
with either two or three buttons on the 
top. It is attached to your PCW by a 
cable about five feet long, fitted by a 
special attachment to the expansion port 
- that slot on the back of the machine. 

Once you've got your mouse set up. 
with the appropriate software, it scurries 
about your desk on a heavy ball bearing 
fitted into the base. This turns three 



rollers inside the mouse. The computer 
reads the rotation of these rollers and 
interprets from that, the distance and the 
direction the mouse is being moved. 

This information is used to control 
the movement of a cursor on the 
computer screen. As you manipulate the 
mouse, so the cursor moves about the 
screen, mirroring the every movement of 
your hand on the desk top. 

Then, when you get to the part of the 
screen you want, you can carry out 



various functions using the mouse. For 
instance you may want to carry oul a 
certain command by clicking on an icon 
with the mouse. 

Programs vary as to how they 
achieve this but generally you will move 
the cursor (usually a little arrow shape) 
until it is pointing at the icon you want. 

By clicking the left hand button you 
can choose that icon. Sometimes this 
will even start the command but if not, 
you'll need to do a double click (two -^ 




IF vim turn to page 
90 til this nion Ih's 
issue, you'll be in Tor 
u pleusanl surprise, 
la this month's 
competition! we're 
(jiving away three 
super DTP prizes! 
The winner will 
receive u complete 
DTP system, 
consisting of 
a mouse, an interfact 
and The Desk 
Top Publisher 
software, and the 
two runners up win a 
mouse and interface: 
Don't miss it! 



clicks in rapid succession) to start the 
machine working. The more you use the 
mouse, the easier this movement 
becomes. The initial temptation is to be 
heavy handed with the buttons; you will 
soon learn, however, that they respond to 
a very light touch. 

Looking for a paint pot 

With the technique mastered, you can go 
on to implement mouse driven 
commands. For example, say you are in 
a graphics program and you want to 
change to painting mode. You look for 
the most likely icon. In the more 
imaginative programs it might be a little 
picture of a paint pot or in the more 
practical it might be the word PAJNT. 

You move the cursor until it is 
touching the paint pot, click on the 
mouse button and the program responds. 
But once you get into a WIMP system 
you will find that virtually all commands 
will be carried out this way, from saving 
a (ile to closing the program down. 



Options can also be set quickly and 
efficiently using a mouse. This is 
particularly useful because you can 
constantly have option icons displayed 
on the screen, keeping you up-to-date 
with the current position. 

So, to go back to the painting 
example, all the time you are painting 
you can have little symbols for black ink. 
white ink and even patterned ink in a 
comer of the screen or readily accessible 
in some pop up menu. Whether they are 
chosen or not will be signified by the 
icon being reversed or having a box 
round it. Everything is very clearly 
shown on the screen. 

It's a drag, adjusting boxes 

But perhaps one of the most effective 
use for the mouse is in controlling the 
adjustable box. This is a common feature 
in graphics program where you want to 
chose an area of the screen to move, 
erase or copy. Click on the suitable icon 
and a box will appear. But adjusting it to 



cover the area required is done most 
effectively by 'dragging' the comers of 
the box with the mouse. 

This involves placing the arrow- 
shaped cursor at one corner or side of the 
box. clicking on a button and holding it 
down while you move the mouse. As the 
cursor moved the box expands or 
contracts accordingly. 

The other area where the mouse 
really scores is in freehand drawing. By 
holding down a button you can leave a 
trail of ink (black pixels) wherever the 
cursor moves. It takes a bit of practice 
but it is surprising how quickly you can 
get used to this method of drawing and 
produce quite effective results. 

One advantage is that you can 
usually tidy up your drawings in a 
graphics package using Zoom, the ability 
to blow up a piece of the screen and 
switch individual pixels on or off. Here 
again the mouse speeds up the operation 
drastically, and you gain a sense of extra 
control from the flexibility of movement. 




HOW TO USE YOUR MOUSE • BASIC HINTS AND TIPS 



• Be sure to switch your PCW off 
before fitting the interface box. 

• Fit the cable connector to the box 
before you fit it to the machine. The 
expansion port is quite delicate and 
shaking it about too much, especially if 
the PCW is switched on, is one of the 
easier ways of damaging your PCW. 

• Make sure the interface box is the 
right way up. Fitting it upside down will 
probably lock up your PCW so that it 
won't even start up. 

• Press the box on firmly making sure 
that it is making a good connection all 



HOW TO CLEAN YOUR MOUSE 



the way along the surface of the 
expansion card. 

• Some software will automatically 
sense that a mouse is fitted although with 
most programs you will have to choose it 
as an option in the program. 

• Sometimes you will be given the 
choice of speed - how quickly the cursor 
will move compared with the movement 
of the mouse. This is purely a matter of 
taste but start with a low speed and 
gradually build it up. 

• When holding the mouse, rest your 
hand gently on the top with your fingers 





Step 1 If your mouse does 
not appear to be working to full 
potential the most likely 
problem is that dust and debris 
have got into the workings. 
This can be remedied in 
minutes. Switch off the PCW 
and disconnect the mouse from 
the interface. Turn the mouse 
upside down and find the ring 
that holds the ball in place and 
rotate it in the direction shown 
in the instructions. For the 
Kempston it is anti-clockwise, 
for the AMX it is clockwise. 

Step 3 With the mouse ball 
freed, take a cloth doused in 
some surgical spirit and give it 
a thorough clean. You can use 
a water dampened cloth to the 
same effect. You may be 
surprised at the amount of 
debris which it has picked up 
from the work surface. If it is 
not removed then it will 
gradually work its way into the 
roller mechanism. When it 
appears to be clean, set it 
aside to dry. 




lying gently on the buttons. The 
forefinger is the most comfortable one to 
use for button pressing. 

• Don't work on a shiny surface or one 
that is too sticky; the mouse needs some 
traction, but will be held up by too much. 

• If you have problems with the work 
surface you would be best to invest in a 
mouse mat, specifically designed to give 
the right grip to the surface. 

• Always remember you can lift the 
mouse off the work surface and 
reposition it without any adverse effect 
on the work you are doing. 



Step 2 Remove the ring, 
and put it to one side. You 
can now see the ball sitting 
in its chamber. Some debris 
may be evident even at this 
stage, so wipe away any 
excess before removing the 
ball. Next, take the mouse 
itself between the palms of 
both hands and turn it over. 
The ball will drop into the 
bottom hand. It is heavier 
than you might expect, so 
make sure that you catch it. 

Step 4 With the ball 
chamber exposed, take a 
look at the three rollers 
which sense and interpret 
the movement of the mouse 
ball. They can easily 
become clogged up with 
dust. Give the rollers a wipe 
over with a cotton wool bud 
dipped in surgical spirit. 
When everything is dry, pop 
the ball back into the 
chamber and replace the 
plastic ring. 
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With LocoFile, 
your PCW can have a 



powerful 'card index' 



database. 



The chances are, you currently think that your 
PCW can't do much more than word processing. 

But now you can add LocoFile from 
Locomotive Software, and have a powerful, 
yet easy to use database. 

It's just like having a card index stored inside 
your PCW. 

You can lay out your cards in almost any way you 
like. Sort and index them alphabetically, 
numerically or by date and cross reference 
them up to eight different ways. 

And, working with the menus 
you're already used to with 
LocoScript 2, you can instantly call up 
a card on screen even if you're in 
the middle of editing a document. 

Then simply transfer the information into 
your document without even having to re-type. 

If you have a PCW 95 1 2 or an 8256/85 1 2 with 
LocoScript 2, you can simply add LocoFile. 

But if you've a PCW 8256/85 1 2 with the original 
LocoScript, you'll need LocoScript 2 and 
LocoFile together. 

Which, bought as a package at £44.90, means 
that for just £9.95 you can upgrade to the more 
powerful LocoScript 2 and almost treble the 
speed of scrolling through your documents. 

In short, whether for business, club or personal 
use, we've given a new dimension to your 
word processor. 

For more information, simply fill in the coupon 
or phone Katy Buchan on (0306) 740606. 




LocoFile 

! Please send me more information on LocoFile and 
the LocoScript 2 Family 

Name 



"KBl 



Address . 



Postcode 



Tel: 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking Business Park, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1YL 



EVERYTHING YOU NEED. NOTHING YOU DON'T. 




LocoScript 2 costs £29.95 and LocoFile costs £34.95. For existing LocoScript I users, LocoScript 2 with LocoFile costs just £44.90. 

All prices exclude VAT. Locomotive Software, Dorking, Surrey RH4 I YL 



WIN A 

PC 1640 

COMPETITION 



INTRASET LTD 

Tel: 025 72 76800 (Main office & 24 hr order line) 

Helpdesk 0490 3284 (weekdays 3-4pm) 

Fax your order on 025 72 74753 
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All prices include P&P and VAT. Overseas orders please add £5.00 



CASHMASTER 

HOME AND BUSINESS ACCOUNTS 

• Master your own finances. CASHMASTER Is the easiest 
to use, most versatile accounts program yet wntten. 

• CASHMASTER is suitable tor both small business 
accounts or home finance use. 

We wrote CASHMASTER tor our own use out ol sheer frus- 
tration with the other so called easy to use packages. CASH- 
MASTER allows you to input entries in one easy operation 
and yet allows you to extract the absolute maximum of infor- 
mation in an impressive array of statements and reports: just 
look at its range of features: 

• Easy natural data entry - lust like a handwritten ledger. 

• Full VAT analysis or omit VAT altogether if you wish. 

• Any amount of ledgers at one time. 

• No set time periods, span any time period - no one year limit. 

• Reports can be produced over any time span (1 day to 100 years) 

• Up to 100 user definable Class and 20 Accounts Codes. 

• Detailed statements by selected Classes or Accounts. 

• Profit & Loss Statement. 

• Tagging of entries for report selectivity. 

• Entries can be inclusive or exclusive or zero VAT. 

• Automatic repeat of entries (standing orders etc.) yearly, 
half yearly, quarterly, monthly, fortnightly or weekly. 

• Insert entries anywhere In ledger, CASHMASTER auto- 
matically sorts into date order. 

• Search and find option on any entry anywhere within ledger. 

• Reports can be output to screen, printer or disk file. 

• Reference field lor every entry (Invoice no. cheque no. etc.). 

• Split and merge ledgers at any time. 

• All functions available from main programme screen, 
Class and Accounts codes visible at all times. 

• FREE pop up running total calculator called up with one 
key press. 

CASHMASTER IS THE MOST USER FRIENDLY, POWER- 
FUL AND VERSATILE ACCOUNTS PACKAGE YET • YOU 

WONT BE DISAPPOINTED. 
And now available with... 

CASHMASTER INVOICING & STOCK CONTROL 

I Full customer data file - easy to find account records. 

• Full stock data file, price lists, re-order lists. 
) Full Invoicing with user defined messages. 

• Full invoice editing, invoice to & deliver to fields. 

• Pre-paid, account or credit note, full VAT facility, 

• Settlement, no return & line discounts. 

Stand alone Invoicing/stock control or Integrates fully with 

CASHMASTER for a FULLY FEATURED 

ACCOUNTS/INVOICING PACKAGE costing less than a 

quarter the price of its rivals. 

CASHMASTER £39.95 

CASHMASTER INVOICING £39.95 

BOTH PROGRAMMES TOGETHER £69.95 



££££ PROFIT FROM YOUR 
MICRO ££££ 

RECESSION? WHAT RECESSION? 

• Make your Micro earn! 

• Whatever make of micro you have you can use It to make 
a good income even il you only have a couple of hours 
spare each weekl 

• This is not PIE IN THE SKY, MAKE A MILLION BEFORE 
BREAKFAST nonsense but a true report ol exactly the 
sort of steps that we ourselves took at INTRASET 

• We have put together a package of easy, sensible business 
ideas which can easily be used by anyone with any Micro, 

• NO COMPUTER EXPERTISE REQUIRED. 

• Earn £££'s from home doing what you enjoy doing - using 
your computer! 

• You probably already have everything you need to start earning. 

• Hundreds of potential customers in your area who will 
GLADLY pay for your services. We tell you how to find them! 

• Part time or start your own full time business. Ideal lor 
housewives/husbands, unemployed etc. Very little capital 
outlay on projects. 

• Full step by step sixty page book PROFIT FROM YOUR 
MICRO comes complete Tor just... 

£14.95 inclusive 



SPECIAL DISK DEAL 



DISK 



e 

10 



e 

50 



e 

100 



3- CF2 (AMSOFT) 
3 1/2 DSDD 
5 t/4 DSDD 



19.00 
6.90 
3.90 



92.50 180.00 
32.00 60.00 

19.00 37.00 



GENUINE HIGH QUALITY DISKS 



POOLSMASTER 

The Football Pools Predictor 

'A LICENCE TO PRINT MONEY" - Mr F C Hammond ot Essex 
"WE HAVE WON MANY THOUSANDS" - Mr P E Roberts ot Dorset 

• Just a couple of the many unsolicited testimonials about 
this truly amazing Football Pools Predictor Programme 
which has consistently astounded us with its accuracy. 
Check out its features: 

• Predicts homes, aways and draws. 

• No tiddly typing in of team names: unique indexing system 
for quick entry of fixtures and results just type In the results 
each week from your usual newspaper and the pro- 
gramme updates itself. 

• Uses scientific formula which is the result of many years 
study of the football pools to give a strike rate which Is 
consistently higher than the laws of average. 

• Also has a SEQUENCE PREDICTOR option in addition to 
form Predictions which analyses coupon number 
sequences. This option has astunded us In the past and 
continues to do so. 

• Can be used for league and cup matches. Updates season 
after season. No need to buy a new copy every season. 

• Send for POOLSMASTER today and increase your 
chances of that JACKPOT. Comes complete with manual 
and Informative Pools Guide. 

DISKS AND TAPES £24.95 



• • SPECIAL OFFER •• 

SPECIAL COMPENDIUM DISKS/TAPES 

POOLSMASTER/PERM-MASTER/COURSEMASTER 

& SPOT -THE-BALL. ANY 2 PROGRAMMES £37.95. 

ANY THREE PROGRAMMES £49.95. ALL FOUR 

PROGRAMMES £59.95. BUY ANY THREE DISKS 

(OR TWO INCL. COMPENDIUM) AND RECEIVE PROFIT 

FROM YOUR MICRO FREE 



THE GRAPHOLOGIST 

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS PROGRAMME 
"UNCANNILY ACCURATE" • 8000 PLUS MAGAZINE 

• Analyse YOUR handwriting, or your partners, friends etc. 
What are they REALLY like 1 Your handwriting always reveals 
your true nature, state of health etc. 

• This programme is a must for anyone interested In hand- 
writing analysis, both expert and beginner alike. 

• The programme will provide an analysis ol a subject's 
handwriting ranging from a simple signature analysis to a lull 
15 page complete character report. Ideal for prospective 
employers, experienced graphologists or anyone interested in 
this fascinating art. 

• All you need is a sample of the subjects handwriting and 
follow the simple on screen instructions. Upon completion 
you are left with an in depth report detailing all aspects ol 
your subjects character from career ambition, state of health 
through to sexual preferences and megalomania! 

• You may even edit this report using your word processor 
for representation to your subject/client. 

THE GRAPHOLOGIST is a must for serious business use or 
simply have loads ol fun entertaining your friends whilst 
learning the finer aspects ot this fascinating subject. 

• COMPLETE WITH MANUAL OF GRAPHOLOGY 

Price £49.95 Inc. VAT and P&P 



All programmes available for IBM/PC & compatibles, all 
Amstrad PC's, Amstrad PCWs, Atari. Amiga, CPC 6128 

Kiless otherwise stated). Perm-Master also available lor 
mmodoere 128 disk. Coursemaster and Poolsmaster also 
available for all Amstrad CPC's. all Spectrums and C64 4 128 



COMPETITION RULES 

Every purchase made qualifies you to enter our 

competilion draw. The total value of your purchases will 

determine the prize won. 

There will be one 1st prize only per draw. 

Spend up to £20.00 - 1st prize - a Star LC printer. 

Spend up to £40.00 - 1st prize = Amstrad PC1512 SDMM 

Spend over £40.00 - 1st prize = Amstrad PC1640 SD colour. 

5 runners up will each win full set of Intraset software as 

above. Intraset's decision final on all matters. 

Send SAE for list of winners. 

Draw dates 28.02.91 and 28.09.91. 



COURSEMASTER 

THE COMPUTER HORSERACING TIPSTER 
PROGRAMME 

• BEAT THE BOOKIE FOR A CHANGE'! 

• RATES ANY RACE using racecard In any daily paper or 
racing paper - BOTH FLAT AND JUMPS. Racing paper 
not required, ordinary dally paper is all you need. 

• Gives dear forecast of best selection PLUS second and 
third for Tricasts etc. and even recommends type of bet. 
Will advise best bet, good longshot or Each Way and even 
when not to bet. 

• No more struggling with a calculator to work out your 
winnings. COURSEMASTER works out your WINNINGS 
on most popular types of bet ie. SINGLES, DOUBLES. 
PATENT, YANKEE. CANADIAN, HEINZ etc. 

• MAINTAINS A BANK ACCOUNT - Bet like a PROFES- 
SIONAL! Compare COURSEMASTER'S performance with 
your favourite Newspaper tipster. 

• Complete BETTING ADVICE from first principles Even if 
you have never seen the Inside of a betting shop the easy 
to understand betting guide takes you from the first princi 
pies of betting, types of bet. staking plans to helpful advice 
on building a betting bank 

• PLUS the amazing COURSEMASTER SYSTEM BET. 
This superb easy to use betting system regularly provides 
our customers with MAJOR WINS lor small stakes - try it 
and amaze yourself. Based on sound mathematical princi- 
ples this betting system is based on Permutations and 
seeks to maximise your returns on minimum stakes. TWO 
MAJOR WINS A YEAR IS ALL YOU NEED TO BE IN 
PROFIT. 

• Will even PRINT OUT YOUR BETTING SLIP for you II 
you have a printerl 

• COMPLETE WITH 20 PAGE BETTING GUIDE AND 
MANUAL 

DISCS AND TAPES £24.95 



PERM-MASTER 

K you enjoy doing the Pools and regularly use perms as we 
at INTRASET LTD. recommend then checking your coupon 
can be a nightmare. Have you won or haven't you? Perm- 
Master ends the agony by checking your perm for you. 
Simply tell it which of your coupon numbers are draws and it 
will do the rest, telling you how many winning lines you have, 
Perm-Master comes complete with several of the top perms 
already built in, but if your favourite perm is not there then 
simply create your own using the unique perm editor. 

• Fast and simple to use 

• Unique PERM EDITOR 

• Create your own perm using the inbuilt perm calculator, 
test your own theories etc. 

• For most block and single line perms 

Price £19.95 



SPOT-THE-BALL 

For all SPOT-THE-BALL fans this programme Is a must, no 
more tiresome counting ot 'x's or messy rubber stamps. Use 
your computer to do your SPOT-THE-BALL coupon 
Just tell your computer where you think the ball is using the 
screen template supplied. 

Will print out up to 540 micro-fine crosses in your chosen 
shape, or simply tell it to choose at random. 
Learns as it goes - tell It where the ball is every week and 
build up a database ol results to use In SPOT-THE-BALL's 
sequence predictor option. 

Works with any Epson compatible dot matrix printer or build 
your own pnnter driver using the on screen option. 
• LET SPOT-THE-BALL fill in YOUR COUPON this week 
SPOT-THE-BALL £17.95 



INTEREST FREE CREDIT TERMS 
Spend over £80 and spread the cost at no extra 
charge! (Cheque purchases over £80 only). Simply 
divide your order by 4 and send us lour cheques 
each with your name and address and cheque guar- 
antee card number on the back. Date the first 
cheque with today's date and post-date each ol the 
other cheques by one month i.e. 1.5.91, 1.6.91 etc. 
We will then hold each cheque until it is due. 



HOW TO ORDER: CHEQUES. P.O.'S TO: INTRASET LTD (DEPT. 8K) 

FREEPOST 10 WOODSIDE AVENUE, CLAYTON-LE-WOODS, CHORLEY. LANCS. PR6 7BR 

OR PHONE/FAX AS ABOVE FOR LIGHTNING FAST SERVICE. 

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT/CHARGE CARDS. 

SEND SAE FOR FREE SOFTWARE CATALOGUE 



Finders Keepers 



Protext' s Find and Replace facility is the ideal tool for the indecisive 
writer. Martin Le Poidevin uncovers some of its key features 



Protext 




Word processors exist to save 
you lime and effort in 
constructing your documents. 
One of the ways in which they can do 
this is through their Find and Replace 
functions. Such a function can be vital 
during both the preparation - and 
finishing of text. 

We have already discovered in this 
tutorial series how Protext differs from 
LocoScript in being a command- rather 
than a menu-driven processor, and how 
this can add to its speed. This is again 
the case in the Find and Replace 
department. Invoking these facilities 
could not be easier -just use the Find 
and Exchange keys on your PCW 
keyboard (Exchange is accessed by 
pressing ISHrFTHFINDl). It makes no 
difference whether you were already in 
command mode or not when you press 
these keys, as this will automatically be 
selected for you. 

Search and you will find 

Suppose that we wish to search for a 
particular word. For the moment, make 
sure that your cursor is in the middle of 
the text. Now press FIND. 

A prompt will appear asking what 
your FIND 'string' is to be. This is the 
text which you are asking the computer 
to look for, and it docs not necessarily 
need to be a whole word. It could be a 
part of a word, or a series of words. It 
need not even be a character - if you 
wished to find a tab, or a carriage return, 
or even a blank space, the computer 
could do it for you. 

Once you have typed your 'string' of 
text, press [RETURN], and [RETURNI 
once more, by-passing the 'Options' list 
which will have appeared. The computer 
will look for your string in the text. 
When it finds it, the editing screen will 
reappear with the cursor positioned over 
the first instance of the text in question. 
If the text is not there, you will get a 
'Not found' message. 

But even if the text is found the 
chances are that this is not the 
appearance that you were looking for. 
You will have to start flicking through 
the document, using the [+| key, which 
will make the cursor jump to the next 
instance of your text. If that is still not 
the correct one. press |+) again. 

Eventually you may reach the end of 
the document without finding the correct 
text. If this happens, you will hear a 
beep, and the message "Not found. Press 
STOP key" will appear right at the top of 
the screen. You now have two options. 
Either (having pressed |STOP]) move to 
the top of the document (using 



[ALT||DOC]) and begin searching again 
using the |+) key. or stay at the bottom, 
and (having pressed [STOP)) use the |-| 
key to move up the document. 

Once you are in the middle of the 
document again you can use either the 
1+1 or |-j keys to move around from 
occurrence to occurrence. In fact, the 
computer will remember your string until 
such time as a new one is defined, so 
pressing [+) or [-1 will reactivate the 
search at any point. 

That is the Find command at its most 
basic. It is already impressively fast and 
powerful, but it has still got a few tricks 
up its sleeve. Those Options which we 
ignored when we first defined our string 
provide the key to an even greater 
flexibility within the feature. 

Each option represents a 
modification of the original command. 
For instance, our original search began 
with the cursor in the middle of the 
document, and searched down the 
document from that point. But it would 
normally be easier to begin the search at 
the top of the document and work 
through it. The easiest way to do this is 
the 'Global' option - shortened to 'G' or 
'g' on the options menu. 

This time define your search string 
and press [RETURNI as before, but 
instead of pressing | RETURNI again 
immediately, type g| RETURN]. Now. no 
matter where you left the cursor when 
you entered command mode, the search 
will start from the top of the document. 
You are still in control of the search 
though, and will have to use the [+1 and 
|-| keys as before. 

Bottoms up 

On the other hand, if you should ever 
want to do your searching up from the 
cursor there is an option for this - the 
'Backwards' ('B' or 'b' option). This 
works exactly as the unmodified (ie. non- 
global) search, except that the [+| and |-| 
keys work 'the wrong way round' - 
logical, but prone to being confusing! 

For one common use of the Find 
command, though, the manual search 
mode (using the |+| key) is less than 
satisfactory. If you want to know the 
number of times a particular piece of text 
occurs, you do not want to have to do all 
the counting yourself. You have a 
computer in front of you that could do 
that much better! 

The option you want here is 
'Automatic' - shortened to 'A' or 'a' in 
the menu. And since two (or more) 
options can be combined, you can 
arrange for the whole of the document to 
be analysed. Again you will need to 



define your string, but this time make 
your Options ag [RETURN]. You will 
never actually enter edit mode with this 
option; instead after a very short wait the 
number of times that the string appears 
in the document will be displayed. And it 
is very quick - the number of 
occurrences of the letter 'e' in a 1000 
word document will be calculated in less 
than 5 seconds. 

And there's more... 

But still the list of options is not 
exhausted. It could well be that you are 
writing an article on Roger Mills, the 
well known 19th century flour magnate. 
You need to know the number of times 
that Mr. Mills' name is mentioned, but 
don't want to know about his mills. The 
difference, of course, is in the capital 
letter - so you want to make the search 
case-dependent. This means that the 
computer will now begin to take the case 
of individual letters into account - it will 
match Mills with Mills, but not with 
mills or mills or MILLS. 

To search the whole document you 
will now need the options age 
[RETURNI, and the search string Mills. 

But that search provided far more 
occurrences than you expected, 
apparently because the computer was 
also counting the 'Mills' in 'LocoMills', 
the well known manufacturer of ► 



Important! 

One situation in 
which the Replace 
option could prove 
useful is in text 
imported from 
another word 
processor. Often the 
majority of the text 
will come as 
intended, but one or 
two characters - 
often exotic ones - 
will have 'got lost' 
and been replaced by 
something else. Since 
this will be a 
problem throughout 
the whole document. 
Find and Replace is 
clearly the answer 
you want. 










PROTEXT Document protext. eg 



The Government was reeling today after the shock resignation of the 
Prine Minister, Brenda Forthwright. The news broke at 9 o'clock this 
norning when the Forthright's pet dog appeared on the steps of Nunber 
10 with a piece of paper in its nouth. The note said quite sinply: 
Cone fishing. Won't be back, f 

The dog trotted along the Hall to Buckinghan Palace, uhere it is 
understood he passed Hrs Forthwrite's nessage on to the Queen. t* 
The new Prine Minister will be «. *, who was appointed at a special 
cabinet meeting this afternoon, will take over the reigns of state 
until a suitable replacement can be found through the usual party 
electoral process. f 

An opposition spokesnan said "Nobody will envy *'s appointenent. 
Inheriting all the problems Mrs Fourthreich left behind, such as 
over-enploynent, a healthy economy and a sparklingly efficient civil 
service will only be seen as the direst baa luck ,f 
"He sincerely hope that » will do everything possible to return the 
econony to the sad state it was in before Mrs Fifthleft cane into 

Sower. Me badly need something to conplain about!"** 
efore this new appointnent, * had been at '/. 



The sub-editor's nightmare. A news story comes in with details 
missing, names in different formats, and the wrong layout 



Docunenl protext. e9 
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The Governnent was reeling today after the shock resignation of the 
Prine Minister, Brenda Forthwright, The news broke at 9 o'clock this 



10 with a piece of paper in its nouth 
"Gone fishing. Won't be back.V 



"Gone fishing. Won't be back.V 

The dog trotted along the Mall to Buckinghan Palace, where it is 



omted at a special 
he reigns of state 



electoral process, f 

An opposition spokesnan said "Nobody will envy *'s appointenent. 
Inheriting all the problens Mrs Fourthreich left behind, such as 
over-enploynent. a healthy econony and a sparklingly efficient civil 

service will only he soon as the direst bad luck.* 1 



FIND string: F 

Options <A,B,C,G,M,n>? cg| 



First we need to decide exactly how to spell the ex-P.M'S name. There 
are currently 5 different spellings. A simple Find F' (shown here by g 
for global and c for case-dependent) will suffice. 



June 91 15 



Pretext 




The wild side 

There is one other 
nicely available Tor 
(he.se commands - the 
'wildcard'. Using a 
question mark 
instead of any letter 
will tell the computer 
that that letter could 
be anything - from A 
to Z. It will then act 
on all the possible 
combinations. Thus 
c??t??d could 
produce 'castled', 
'contend', 'chatted' 
and 'custard'. 



Table motion 

One handy use for 
the Find and Replace 
function could be 
within tables of 
information. You 
could set up the table 
in the usual way. and 
insert an asterisk 
(any character will 
do) at every point 
where some 
information is due to 
he entered. Then you 
can go buck 
afterwards with all 
the information at the 
ready, ask Protext to 
Kind the asterisk, and 
you can Replace it for 
the relevant detail. 





16 June 91 



wheal grinders, with whom Mills had a 
running dispute. So lo make ihe eounl 
absolutely accurate, we now need lo lei I 
the computer not only to look for the 
siring 'Mills', hul also to cheek thai it 
appears as a word on ils own. The option 
we need lo select for Ihis is Ihe Whole 
Word option, or 'W. 

So now the list of options lhal we 
need lo eounl the word Mills reads: 
acgw. Meaningless to us. hut Ihe 
computer will understand. 

The nth degree 

One last option remains on the Find 
menu - the 'nth occurrence' option. 
Using Ihis option you 'skip* lo every nlh 
occurrence of a word. 

For instance, on reading through 
your document, you discover thai you 
have used ihe word "grain" far too often. 
You wain lo prune every other 
appearance of Ihe word, but with 
different substitutions each lime. 

So you use Ihe Find command, with 
ihe search siring grain, and the oplions 
gw2. where the '2" (which replaces the 



V on the list) tells the computer to 
notice only every second occurrence. 
Likewise. "3" would specify every third 
occurrence, and 157 every 157th 
occurrence. You can go all the way up to 
255 with ihis option - any higher than 
lhal and the number will be ignored. This 
is unlikely lo be a drawback! 

When you press | RETURN] after 
ag2. the computer will flick ihrough ihe 
document, and pick up ihe second. 
fourth, sixlh... lime that Ihe word 
appears. Using the global (without 
Automatic) option you can move 
through the document using the | + | and 
|- 1 keys, editing text as necessary. Again, 
ihe computer will remember your orders. 
so lhal when you have tinished with one 
occurrence, you can hit | + | and ihe 
computer will move on lo the next "nth' 
occurrence below the position in which 
your cursor tinished. 

One very useful way in which this 
"skip" option could be employed is to 
check embedded codes. If you have used 
a large number of |ALT||X| codes - 
such as bold and italics - you will want 



PROTEXT Document protext. eg 
Paae 1 Line 13 Col 33 



SW 



Justify Off 
Nn markers -. 



Uord-Urapi 



Minister. Brenda Forthuright. The news broke at 9 o'clock this 
rig when the Forthuright' s pet dog appeared on the steps of Number 
th.a piece of paper in its mouth. The note said quite simply: 

fishing. Hon t be back.'V 



understood he passed Mrs Forthuright 's message on to the Queen.** 
The neu Prime Minister ui 1 1 be ». «. uho was appointed at a special 
cabinet meeting this afternoon, will take over the reigns of state 
until a suitable replacement can be found through the usual party 
electoral process. «* 

An opposition spokesman said "Nobody uill envy »'s appointement. 
Inheriting all the problems Mrs Jourthreich left behind, such as 
overemployment, a healthy economy and a sparklingly efficient civil 
service uill only be seen as the direst bad luck.e 
"He sincerely hope that * uill do everything possible to return the 
economy to the sad state it uas in before Mrs Fifthleft came into 
pouer . He badly need something to complain about! "V 
Before this neu appointment, * had been at */.. 



The Find 'F' moves us from instance to instance of the name, and the spelling can be 
corrected. The FIND might have picked up other F's, but it is better to be sale than sorry! 




First change the layout - we need a line between each paragraph, and an indent for each. 
Although the cabinet meeting had not taken place when the report was written, the 
reporter had the wits to leave each place the name needed to be mentioned... 



ranirxT Bo 



jusiiru orr 



Uord Ur*i> 



is reeling today after the shock resignation of the 
Minister. Brenda Forthuright. The news broke at 9 o'clock this 



Gone fishing. Mon't I 
* The dog trott< 



he note said quite sinplyi 



The dog trotted *long_ the Hall to Buckingham palace, uhere it 
understood he passed Hrs Forthwr ight ■ s nessage on lo the Queen. 4* 



left behind 
rkl ingly 
•ad luck.*' 



opposition ipokesnan said "Nobody uill enug Cedric 
appomtenent . Inheriting all the problems Hrs Forthuright 
d, such as over-enploynent, a heal thy econony and a 
y efficient civil service will only be seen as the direst 



4 ... "%* sincerely hope that Cedric Hanfist will do everything 

possible to return the econony to the sad state it was in before H 



t, Cedric Hanfist had been at 



tL »*, Sf f 8 re r his . n t w »PPOintnen 
Stratfield Turgis Wanderers.*' 



...so that when the news came through, the sub-ed could just REPLACE the asterisks with 
the new name, and the percent sign with previous position. A bit of reformatting, and the 
story is ready to run 



to check lhal every time you have 
ordered bold priming lo start, ihere is a 
corresponding code lo stop it. In Ihis 
ease Ihe oplions lo use are 'g2". 
Hopefully, only ihe closing codes will be 
identified. If you find your cursor over an 
opening code, you can be sure that you 
have missed something out. 

The Find command, however, does 
not recognise [ALT||X| as text in ils 
own right - you will have to use ! 
instead. So lo look for a hold code, Ihe 
search siring will be !b. and lor an italic 
!i. In addition, a question mark can be 
found using !?. an exclamation mark 
using !! and a return with !.. A space 
counts as a normal character, and so docs 
not need lo be given a code. 

Equal partners 

Bui ihe Find command is only half of a 
double act which share the same options 
and lo a large extent ihe same function. 
The difference is lhal with "Replace" you 
will be asked for two sels of texl - the 
'search" siring, and the "replace" string 
which will substituted for it. 

For instance, our hook "The 
Pavement - A Social History' is being 
published in America. We need lo 
change every mention of pavement lo 
"Sidewalk". Easy - press Ihe |EXCH| 
key. give pavement as Ihe search siring, 
sidewalk as ihe replace siring, and 
choose Ihe option g. We do not want the 
search lo be automatic because ihis 
option will nol replace a capital with a 
eapilal - for instance, if the word comes 
at ihe start of a .sentence. 

When you press |RETURN| the 
computer will slart searching. When it 
comes across ihe word il is looking for. 
il will slop and ask you (al the very top 
of ihe screen) whether you wish that 
word lo be replaced. Pressing Y will 
effect ihe exchange; N or |+| will move 
onio ihe next item for replacement. 

Hand-made 

A manual search is Ihe best way of 
dealing with word exchange; however, 
oilier replacements are often better left to 
the computer lo do automatically. 
Perhaps, as you were writing your 
document, you only left one space alter 
each lull stop. On reflection, though, you 
have decided lhal leaving two spaces 
would be much belter. All you have to 
do is search for '. ' ([FULL 
STOPl|SPACE| and replace it with 
|FULLSTOP|[SPACE][SPACE|. Use 
Ihe options ag. 

Alternatively, you may decide lhal 
you do nol want lo highlight your 
important lexl with italics, but embolden 
them instead. Searching for !i and 
replacing with !b will do the trick, and if 
you use the automatic option, you will 
also lie told the number of replacements 
made. If this number turns oul to be odd. 
you will know thai somewhere in the 
document there is a spare primer code! 

Pretext's Find and Replace oplions 
are powerful additions lo your 
document-making power. Some of these 
options you may never use - but then, a 
g(x>d word processor always keeps a few 
tricks up ils sleeve! • 



MieroDesign2 

...without doubt, the best desktop publishing package 
available for the PCW." ipcw-world) 

^\ THE MICRODESIGN2 & 
PROSCAN UTILITIES DISC 



disc of utility ^ofH^- 
driers for externa] p***** fac^ faster 
grams (for use ^ «** ^ 
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THIS ADVERT WAS DESIGNED AND PRINTED USING A PCW9312 WITH 
MICRODESIGN2 . PROSCAN SOFTWARE AND AN HP DESKJET PRINTER 



ProSCAN 









The new Image Scanner for 
the Amstrad PCW series 

A must for anyone (eoooPLVS 
seriously Into DTP' **°™>™ 

* Scanning resolution up to 400 dpi 

* Image editing and disc storage 

* Compatible with DTP programs 

* Best graphics printing ever on a PCW 

* F\ill A4 scanning with Amstrad Fax 




SCANNED FROM A 
COLOUR MAGAZINE 






. ___ __ . . 



ProSCAN (PCW) £184.00««* Both for only £225 

MicroDesign2 (PCW) £62.00" 

MicroDesign2 (PC) £72.00 

Extra Fonts Discs (each) ... £16.00 
Parish Library (2 discs) .... £21.00 
Maps Library (2 discs) £21.00 






PRICES INCLUDE 
VAT AND POSTAGE 

FONT AND GRAPHICS DISCS 
AVAILABLE FOR PCW AND PC 



CREDIT CARDS 
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CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 



Mti '.!•■! Card 



•l»OCAHl 




10 Park St 

Uttoxeter 

Staffs 

ST14 7AG 

tel 0889567160 

fax 0889563548 



CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY 
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The affordable Hard Disk 

from SCA SYSTEMS 



From 



£299.00 



+ VAT 




Why buy a hard Disk? 

We quote from Amstrad 8000 Plus, February 1 99 1 . 
"Put simply, a hard disk begins as a novelty and ends up a necessity. 
The savings in time and energy can pay untold dividends. For many 
PCW owners, the aggressively priced Vortex disk from SCA Systems 
could finally bring a whole new way of working within your reach" 



\yorTex 




The Vertex System 2000 is ■ 
high quality precision product 
which is maty to set up and use. 

Fully compatible with CP/M and 
LocoScript 2 (Version 2. 1 6 and above) 

The SCA ProDisk interface supplied with 
the Vortex System 2000 has a through- 
<~onnector to allow continued use of 

ther peripherals, and is available with 

ptional Ram expansion. 

Like all SCA products, it's backed 
"'ia first class telephone support 
ice and a money back guarantee. 



20 Mbyte £299 + vat = C351 .S3 

30 Mbyte £360 + vat = C423.00 

(+ LocoScript & LocoFile) 
40 Mbyte £420 * vat = E 49 3. 50 

(+ LocoScript & LocoFile) 
60 Mbyte £530 + vat = C622.7S 

|+ LocoScript & LocoFile) 
I Optional 5 1 2k Ram expansion 

£59 + VAT = €69.33 
I Courier delivery 

£7.50 including VAT 



SCA Systems Ltd., 61 Ferringham Lane, 
Ferring. Worthing, West Sussex BN12 5LW 
Tel: 0903 700288 Fax: 0903 506606 



THE WEST OF BRITAIN 

YOU MUST ADD V.A.T. TO OUR PRICES 



AMSTRAD PCW's 



With FREE WBBS Lid Disk containing a DATABASE, GRAPHS PACK, 
PSYCHOLOGICAL TEST and GAMES: PLUS a FULLY FEATURED 
evaluation copy ol the excellent & easy to use "SIMPLE ACCOUNTS II" by CORNIX 
SOFTWARE CORNIX software is amongst the best British software available - a GREAT offer. 
And there's more! - Simply inform us of the number of our invoice showing your purchase of 
your Amstrad and we will give you £5.00 off a REELTIME course!! 

PCW8256 - Green screen, single drive. 256k Ram Please phone for new lower prices 

PCW8512 - Green screen, twin drive, 512k Ram. 2nd drive high density , low price 

PCW9512 - Black and white screen, single high density drive, Dalsywheel £465.00 



PCW STARTER PACKS - ALL TOGETHER NOWI 

10 x CF2 3" disks / one of which will be our 
free gift pack disk - see above /3" - 3.5" 
locking disk box • 2000 sheets listing paper 
(11" X9.5") 3 printer ribbons /drive cleaner & 
dust covers ALL FOR THE BUNDLED 
PRICE OF £59.00 

State machine type when ordering S 
stale fabric or carbon ribbons 

Chansins to an IBM COMPATIBLE??? 

Contact us re prices and specification on 

the followins (and more!): 

AMSTRAD - Entire range. 

OSICOM - 886/386 (the machines we use) 

SANYO • not the cheapest but excellent 

TANDON - innovative range - excellent. 

OUVETTI, SAMSUNG, CAMBRIDGE, etc etc 

•" LINK YOUR PCW TO A PCI ••• 

Like to run your accounts on a PC but use 
your PCW as a workstation? Send for 
details of Compact Accounts PC2PC! 



OUR GUARANTEE 

Is a bit special. II any computer or printer 
bought from us (without on-site 
maintenance being offered) goes wrong 
under warranty we will collect, repair and 
return at our cost. 

All you have to do is telephone! 



Memory Upgrade - for PCW8256...E17.30 
256k upgrade takes your memory up to 
that of the 8512. Recommended for use 
with Locospell and Microdesign II. Very 
easy to fit - full instructions included. 

3.5" DISK DRIVE FOR THE AMSTRAD PCW.. 
For use either on the PCW8256 or 9512 

but not 8512 (external only) £69.00 

File conversion software for PC £26.00 



PACE - 5.25" 2nd drive with its own built in 
interface & power supply - TDOS software 
allows data transfer from PCW/PC/PCWI 
Very easy to lit. Also works as fully 
functional 2nd CP/M or LOCOSCRIPT 
drive _£115.50 



" AMSTRAD PCW 9512 SHOULDER BAGS " 
Now you can have your own portable 
(well sort of) and take your trusty 
PCW9512 everywhere. JUST £19.00 



S.C.A. THE CREAM OF THE CROP! 

THE RamPac that supercharges your 
PCWI Just plugs onto expansion port to 
provide extra area of RAM. Through 
connector allows continued use of other 
peripherals - Locomotive tested! 

512k RamPac £99.00 

768k RamPac £1 1 9.00 

1 5Mb RamPac „ £199.00 

RS232 SERIAL/PARALLEL INTERFACES 

With Real Time Clock £50.00 

Without Real Time Clock- _...£41 .70 

AMSTRAD RS232 INTERFACE - PCW.E32.00 



PCW HARD DISKS FOR THE EASY LIFE! 



Diamond 20Mb PCW Hard Disk..£379.00 
Diamond 32Mb PCW Hard Disk..£459.00 
Diamond 48Mb PCW Hard Disk. .£539.00 

THE ABOVE RANGE CAN BE 

SHARED BY MULTIPLE PCWS - 

DETAILS AVAILABLE. 

" NEW " NEW " NEW ' NEW ■ NEW ' 
The NEW HardPak - no bigger than an 
RS232 interlace - fils In same way. 

HardPak 20Mb hard disk £494.00 

HardPak 40Mb hard disk £594.00 

No cables-no messing-just brilliant! 

SCA'S NEW VORTEX HARD DISK 
RANGE 

20Mb Hard disk unit P.O.A. 

30Mb with Locoscript/File P.O.A. 

40Mb with Locoscript/File P.O.A. 

60Mb with Locoscript/File P.O.A. 

Optional extra - 512k ram P.O.A. 



MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY MODEMS 
WS4000PCW, complete with Integral PCW 

interface & connecting lead! £147,80 

PACE MODEMS 

Linnett-lntelligent, V21/V53 £130.40 

Cable to PCW Interface £13.90 

Sage Chit Chat Combo £62.50 



BBD Duit Cover Sets - •imply the belt 

PCW82S678512- 3 piece grey £10.40 

PCW9512 3 piece ivory £12.13 

Pace 5.25" disk drive cover £5.00 



SUNDRIES 

Printer stand - any width - rugged...£14.75 

Printer cleaning kit-PCW8000's £14.60 

Mouse Mat £4.35 

'Margin Maker 1 (MM31) new outl £12.50 

Spike Protector plug - helps protect 
computer or other equipment against 

power surges (we use them) £10.25 

3" Disk head cleaner £5.00 

A4 copy holder with desk clamp. ...£19.30 

Metal keyboard bridge stand £19.00 

Wide range of cables available 



DISKS AT SPECIAL PRICES! 




CF2 


3"Amsoft PCW/CPCx 5.. 


£10.50 






Artisoft 


x10.. 


£17.20 






Amsoft 


x20.. 


£34.10 






Amsoft 


x30.. 


£50.70 






Amsoff 


x40.. 


£67.00 






Amsoft 


x50.. 


£82.50 




!>2 


3" Maxell PCW/CPCx 5.. 


£10.50 






Maxell 


x10.. 


£17.20 






Maxell 


x20.. 


£34.10 






Maxell 


x30.. 


£50.70 






Maxell 


x40.. 


£67.00 






Maxell 


x50.. 


£82.50 




Maxell individually cased disks are 


available - 




please 'phone for prices 








5.25 


Bulk-Unbranded 


x25.. 


£10.45 




bXb 


3M Brand 


x10.. 


£9.80 




3.5" 


Bulk-Unbranded 


x10.. 


£8.50 




3.5" 


3M Brand 


x10.. 


£12.80 





FAX MACHINES 



Amstrad 960OT £359.00 

Panasonic UF121 £389.00 

Samsung SF100 £279.00 

Telecom C50 £439.00 

Wide range ol models available! 



DISK STORAGE BOXES 

AMS10 (Ams. bTd) holds 10 £6.00 

DS40L 373.5" - lockable £8.50 

AMS30L (Ams. br-d) holds 30 locks..£9.90 

PRINTER RIBBONS 
PCW 8256/851 2 - dot matrix printer: 

FABRIC (14m length) x 2 £6.50 

x10 £29.25 

CARBON MULTISTRIKE X 2 £6.50 

x10 £29.25 

PCW 951 2 - dalsywheel printer: 

CARBON MULTISTRIKE X 2 £6.00 

x10 £27 00 

FABRIC TYPE x 2 £6.00 

x10 £27.00 

AMSTRAD BRANDED PRINTER RIBBONS 

PCW8000 Fabnc or Carbon x2 £13.00 

PCW9512 Fabnc or Carbon x 2 £13.00 

PCW8256/8512 COLOUR RIBBONS 

Phone for availability x2 £11.80 

SMALL SELECTION OF OTHER PRINT RIBBONS 

CITIZEN Swift24 x2 £9.00 

Swift 24 Colour x2 £29.00 

120D x2 £7.00 

HQP40 x2 £15.60 

HQP40 Colour x2 £39.00 

HQP45 x2 £20.80 

AMSTRAD DMP 2000/3000x2 £7.90 

LQ3500 x2 £13.50 

LQ5000 x2 £17.50 

STAR LC10 x2 £6.30 

LC24-10 x2 £7.10 

EPSON LQ400 x2 £11.50 

LQ500 x2 £11.80 



We supply exactly what you order - please make 
sure that what you are ordering is going to be 
nght for you! We do not sell goods on approval 



COMPUTER PAPER 
1 1" x 9.5" Continuous Usting:- 

SP/05 1 sheet thick - 500 sheets £9.80 

SP/10 1 sheet thick - 1000 sheets ....£11.30 

SP/20 1 sheet thick - 2000 sheets £15.60 

DP/05 2 sheets carbonless- 500 £15.60 

DP/10 2 sheets carbonless - 1000 £24.30 

1 1" x 14' Continuous (wide carriage):- 

Isheetthick- 500sheets £9.00 

1 sheet thick- 1000 sheets £15.75 

1 sheet thick -2000 sheets £22.50 

A4 - (True A4) 80 gsm - Contjnuous:- 

Plain white/micro pert x 500 £13.90 

Plain white/micro pert x 1000 £19.95 

Plain white/micro pen" x 2000 £3350 

A4 - Single sheets - white x 500 £8.25 

A4 - Single sheets - white x 1000 £13.75 

A4 - Single sheets - blue x 1000 £17.75 

LABELS - with sprocket hotes:- 

One wide 3 1/2"x1 7/16" - 500 £9.95 

One wide 3 1/2"x1 7/16" - 1000 £13.75 

One wide 3 1/2"x1 7/16" - 2000 £22.50 

One wide 3 1/2"x1 7/16" - 4000 £42.50 



NEW OUT - A PCW 102 KEY 

KEYBOARD!!! 

Simply unplug your existing keyboard, plug 

this one in and start typing! 

Excellent quality and feel £69.00 

THE COMPOSERS PEN II - the new version 

Well worth waiting for £62.00 

FLIPPER II PLUS (not for 8256) £26.00 

FLIPPER III POA 



WORDPROCESSHVG 
(also see Books below) 



PROTEXT - THE FULL SYSTEM: £32.90 

includes a very fast wordprocessor plus 
spell-checker and a superb mail-merge 
utility that is almost a programming 
language in itself. The latest version. 

PRO-EAZE - needs Pretext to run. ...£15.00 
a set of utilities produced especially for 
Protext users containing a variety of 
automatically generated invoice layouts/ 
delivery notes etc. All can be customised 
and carry out calculations automatically. 
Ideal for the small to medium sized 
business. 

It is always important to state the type ol 
PCW you own when you order! 

LocoScript II £24.90 

LocoCombo-LocoScnpt II & Spell ..£30.00 

LocoMail & File-for which PCW? £35.00 

LocoFile - state which PCW used £26.00 

New Thesaurus-use with LocoFile. ..£12.80 

LocoMail - use with Locoscript II £24.90 

LocoSpell - use with Locoscnpt II ..£21 .00 
LocoFont Disk (contains old LocoFont 1 & 

LocoFont 2) £24.90 

LocoScript II & LocoFile £33.00 

always state the type of PCW you use. 
OTHER LOCOMOTIVE ITEMS AVAILABLE 

Digita 'E' Type-typewnter emul £24.15 

M.AS.S. Easy Labeller - excellent ...£21 .00 
More than a simple labeller - ideal for 
anything from greetings labels to 
consecutively numbered raffle tickets. 
INTEGRATED PACKS & SPREADSHEETS 

Mini Office Pro-Integrated pack. £25.87 

Cracker II Turbo + - Spreadsheet £32.00 

Supercalc II - Spreadsheet £34.00 

DATABASES 

Comix Card Index - easy to use £17.40 

Masterfile 8000-best general buy £28.00 

dBase II - very powerful £42.00 

Prodata - for Protext users £47.45 

Digita Datastore II £23.40 

CamsoftCambase £45.00 

SEE LOCOFILE IN WORDPROCESSING 



NOT ONLY BUT ALSO! 

Contact us for dictating machines, 
telephones, typewriters, shredders, 
photocopiers, computer furniture, video 
recorders, fax machines, pens in bulk, in 
fact office equipment and office supplies 
of all types! eg... 

Fellows Personal Shredder 50 £129.00 

Fellows Personal Shredder 30 £99.00 

Fellows Powershred 910 £2955.00 

also see next page 



BOOKS ARE ZERO RATED SO DO NOT ADD VAT: LARGER BOOK LIST AVAILABLE 



Locoscript II User Guide £19.95 

Supercalc Training Manual £12.95 

Locomail User Guide £19.95 

Locospell User Guide £14.95 

Locofile User Guide £19.95 

Mallard Basic Manual For PCW £9.95 

Protext. a PCW Users Guide £10.95 

Successful Credit Control £17.95 

Computers and the Law £22.50 

Directors Personal Liability £19.50 



Sharpbenders - Unleash Potential £25.00 

Moving Into Management £8.95 

The Small Business Handbook £9.95 

Strategic Management/Small Bus £17.50 

Working with dBase II £10.95 

Supercalc Prompt: Supercalc 3 £10.95 

Locoscript ll/Mail/Spell/File £10.95 

Introducing C £12.95 

Data protection code of practice .£12 95 

Using the Amstrad PCW Word Pro £9.95 



IF ONLY ORDERING ONE BOOK PLEASE ADD £2.00 (PLUS VAT) TO COVER 
CARRIAGE... 



To place an order by telephone we will need to know the following: 



1. Today's date. 

2. Your name and address. 

3. Your telephone number in case of problems. 

4. The name of the magazine where you saw this advert. 



5. The type and number of the credit card you wish us to debit. 

6. The expiry date of the card, 
and lastly: 

7. The item(s) you wish to purchase making sure we know 
exactly which type of machine it is to work with. 



Please make Cheques P.O's payable to "W.B.B.S. Ltd." 



BUSINESS SERVICE 

Please note - we have moved our Sales and Despatch departments to new pre 
All enquiries should now be directed to this address. 



ACCOUNTS PACKAGES FOR THE PCW 



It you are unsure which package you need lor your business please do not hesitate to 
telephone us and we will listen to your needs and describe the various packages to you in clear 
jargonless terms - but leave you to decide. 



A UNigUE OFFER FROM CORNIX SOFTWARE - ONLY AVAILABLE 
FROM W.B.B.S.' LTD! 



Comix have a reputation to live up to a reputation they are justly proud ot. We at West ot Britain 
are equally proud to have been chosen to act as the sole distributor for their bundled pack (to 
be known as CORNIX CONTRACTOR). This is one special offer you just cannot afford lo miss 
If you are running a business. CORNIX CONTRACTOR consists ol Iheir top two titles sold 
together in one pack at a VERY REDUCED PRICE. The rrp for the two individual packs is 
£149.85 (inc. VAT) but we are offering CONTRACTOR lor |ust £69.00 plus VAT making £79.35 
all Inll ■*" This represents a saving ol £70.50 on the rrpl *" net price just £69.00 

The essential PCW accounts package for the small business' 6000 Plus Jan '91 - 'you are able 
to predict accurately just how much outlay you expect for a job taking materials and labour into 
account, and what you should be expecting in return.' 'It could be your passport to multi-national 
status!' 8000 Plus Jan 91. 

CORNIX TITLES - EACH IN A CLASS OF ITS OWN. 

Simple Accounts II £46.00 Job Estimating £48.50 

Invoicing _ _ - £36.90 Product Costing £48.50 

" SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER " Buy contractor and get a copy ot CARD INDEX (database) for 
just £15.00 plus VAT. What ARE you waiting for?!l 



CONNECT SYSTEMS - 

HONET MANAGER PCW 

Money Manager PCW 

Great valuel £37.90 

This is the very latest version from the 
Connect stables - a top seller. 

D.R.S. Total Accounting £58.00 

please contact us for details 
Meridian Stockmarket II £29.00 



COMPACT ACCOUNTS 

We use Compact for our own accounts 
system. The best is on the PCWI 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS call lor prices 

Sales/Purchase/Nominal Ledgers plus 
Invoicing/Report Writer & Interfacer 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS PLUS P.O.A. 

As above plus Stock Control S Sales Order 

Processing. 

COMPACT COMPLETE ACCOUNTS. .P.O.A. 

This new bundle provides everything you 

need to run a business including Payroll. 

FULL DETAILS AVAILABLE. 
FULL RANGE OF STATIONERY AVAILABLE 



SAGE ACCOUNTS 

Popular Accounts £54.00 

Popular Accounts Plus £85.00 

Popular Invoicing £40.00 

Popular Payroll £40.00 

CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS 
PSIL - Integrated Stock/lnv/Sales/ 

Purchase & Nominal ledgers £149.00 

PSPN - Int. Sales/Purch./Nom £89.00 

PPAY - Payroll £45.00 

MAP ACCOUNTS 

Integrated Accounts £89.80 

Other Map ledgers mostly at £39.00 

DIGITA 

Business Controller £44.00 

Personal Tax Planner £20.00 



DIGITA SYSTEM 3 



£29.80 



STOCK CONTROL 

INVOICING/SALES LEDGER 

CASHFLOW CONTROLLER 

Not a full accounts pack but rather a suite ol 

3 separate tools' 



CAVALIER SOFTWARE 

Simple Invoicing £30.39 

Instock £65.00 

Intact £65.00 

Inbusiness (integrated) £130.00 

Diner: Restaurant/Take Away a/c £52.13 

Homeview: Estate Agents prog. ..£169.95 
Newsboy: Newspaper Deliveries ..£52.13 
Re-Chord: Music Ubrary prog £26.04 



HiSoft Software 



HiSoft Pascal 80 £33.85 

Extremely fast with GSX graphics. 

HiSoft C £33.85 

Very popular integer C compiler. 

HiSoft Devpac80 £33.85 

Version 2 - very compact. 

FTL Modula - 2 £36.80 

Complete Modula - 2 development. 

FTL Editor Toolkit £29.00 

Complete Modula - 2 source to editor. 

FTIAPK £29.00 

Contains an enhanced linker, overlay, 
manager and redundant code remover. 

Nevada COBOL £33.85 

Close to ANSI-74 COBOL 

HiSoft FORTH £17.35 

Easy to use FORTH - very fast. 

Knife Plus £17.35 

The complete disk recovery system 

with selector copier and build-file 

option. Essential utility for PCW 



ARNOR CP/M LANGUAGES 



MAXAMII £39.00 

Complete CP/M machine code 
development system. 

'C £27.21 

Complete C development system. 

BCPL £19.90 

Flexible, fast, general purpose 
programming language. 



THIS ADVERT CONSTITUTES A TINY 
PART OF OUR RANGE: 1000's LINES OF 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES (home 
use tool) 



SOLOTAB Suspension files x 50 £28 80 

KRAFTPLY foolscap folders x 100 £6.30 

Stacking letter trays x 6 £14.10 

choose black, blue, red OR grey 
PENS: 
BIC CRYSTAL medium OR line point: 

black, blue, red OR green x SO £6.09 

PENTEL NEW SUPERB BALLPEN BR77 

black, blue OR red x 12 £6.12 

STEADTLER Flourescent highlighters: 

blue, green, yellow OR pink x 10 £8.60 

as above but 4 assorted £3.45 



UNIQUE TO W.B.B.S. LTD!!! 

The Tarot Program £21.73 

Professional tarot reading program. 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING — DESIGN — GRAPHICS 



MICRO DESIGN II - A revolution in desktop publishing on the Amstrad PCWI 



£35.65 



RUNS ON the PCW8256/851 2/951 2 (the 9512 needs a dot matrix printer to print). The 
manual is comprehensive, Immensely friendly, and will lead you where you want to go' (New 
Computer Express) - and its 1 50 pages long. IMPORT FILES from Locoscript 2, Protext, 
Wordstar, Masterscan, Stop Press and other PCW software. 

" TEXT EDITING : TYPESETTING : FONT DESIGN : GRAPHICS : DIAGRAMS : LOGOS " 
' The Rolls Royce of PCW desktop publishing.' (Amstrad PCW Magazine). 



NEW FROM THE PRODUCERS OF MICRODESIGN II - PROSCAN - A HAND SCANNER FOR THE PCWI 



ProScan - from CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY. A brilliant new triumph Irom the makers ol Micro 
Design II. 'Excellent quality. Easy to use. Cheap.' 8000 Plus Magazines verdict - scoring 20 
out ol a possible 20HI First CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY brought you the software & now the 
hardware to turn the PCW into a serious dtp machine. 
THIS NEW SCANNER IS SO GOOD THAT YOU MUST SEND FOR DETAILS! £155.60 



MicroDesign II 
MicroDeslgn I 



Kempston mouse & Interface (includes Jeeves & Daatafax) £79.00 

Logltech/AMX type Mouse & Interface (with through port) £75.00 



Stop Press + Mouse & Interface £60.70 

Stop Press - Software only £28.50 

Desktop Publisher S Mouse £51.99 

Master Scan £48.50 

Master Pack (scan and paint) £54.60 

Master Scan not for professional use. 



Logitech AMX type Mouse • Intfce ..£41.30 
Kempston Mouse * Interface £52.00 



PCW ORAW - at last a professional 
drafting program for the PCW £33.00 



WE SUPPLY EXACTLY WHAT YOU ORDER 
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT WHAT YOU 
ARE ORDERING IS WHAT YOU WANT!!! 

SORRY BUT WE DO NOT SELL ON APPROVAL 



EDUCATIONAL AND FUN! 



BOURNE EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Animal, Mineral, Vegetable £11.99 

World Wise £11.99 

two really excellent packs! 

TOPOLOGIKA 

Giantkiller (maths adv. 9-16 yrs) £12.85 

Yes Chancellor (UK Economy sim) .£12.85 

lANSYST 

Crash Course in Typing £15.60 

Two Fingers to Touch Typing £15.60 

KOSMOS LANGUAGE TUTORS 

French, German, Spanish & Italian - very, 
very flexible courses - each just £13.75 

APEX BUSINESS LANGUAGE TUTORS 

French/German/Spanish each at £29.00 

D.G.C. EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Junior Playtime 4-8 years £12.90 

Crossgrid (crossword puzzles) £12.90 

Schools Out (5 games) £12.90 

Ultimate Quiz £12.90 

Sums £12.90 

•••••••••••a 

LCL - IF YOU WISH TO STUDY SERIOUSLY 

LCL Micro Maths 8yrs to adult £19.90 

LCL Micro English 8 to adult £19.90 

SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

Better Spelling - age 6 to adult £12.90 

Magic Maths -age 4-6 years £12.90 

Maths Mania - age 5-12years £12.90 

Better Maths - age 12-16years £12.90 

Physics, Chemistry or Biology 
age 12-16 years: EACH AT £16.00 



PCW LEISURE 



•" GET RICH QUICK PERHAPS? "• 

PROPUNTER (racing bet aid) £39.00 

PRO-POOLS (forecasting aid) £34.60 

Although designed as forecasting aids we 
cannot guarantee results with the above or 
with the Intraset range!' 



REELTIME 

Top quality training courses on disk with 

instructor on audio tape 

RT-LocoScrlpt II - PCW9512 £29.90 

RT-LocoScrlpt - PCW82S6/5I2 £29.90 

RT-LocoScript II - PCW8256/512 £29.90 

RT-CP/M - use your computer! £29.90 

RT-SuperCalc II £29.90 

RT-dBASE II £29.90 

DESIGNED ESPECIALLY FOR NEW USERS 



"• ADVENTURE GAMES — 

Corruption t £16.00 

Scapeghostl £12.50 

Lancelot - 3 adventures in 1 £13.20 

Fish £16.20 

• The Professional Adventure Writer ' 

•Write your own adventures!* £18.00 

Mindfighter £15.00 

Time and Magik - 3 games in 1 £9.90 

•" TOPOLOGIKA ADVENTURES — 

Acheton £12.80 

Avon/Murdac £15.20 

Countdown to Doom £12.80 

Kingdom of Hamil £12.80 

Philosophers Quest £12.80 

Return to Doom £12.80 

••• SIMULATIONS •" 

Tank Attack -NEW PROGRAM £14.80 

World of Soccer £12.00 

Tomahawk - helicopter simulation. ..£12.80 
Graham Gooches Test Cricket. ..$ . ...£12.80 
Headcoach - American football £12.00 

•" ACTION •" 

Brian Coughs Football Fortunes £9.90 

Classic Collection I $ £12.20 

Classic Collection II $ £12.20 

•" TABLE GAMES •" 

Scrabble Deluxe £15.50 

Bridge Player Galactica £19.80 

Home Entertainment Centre £12.10 

Colossus IV Bridge £11.80 

Clock Chess 89 - very powerful £13.00 

Colossus IV Chess £1 3.50 

Trivial Pursuit - latest version! £15.20 

Steve Davis Snooker £10.80 

Classic Games 4 (4 board games).... £12.80 
Games showing $ not for use on PCW9512 
KEMPSTON INTERFACE X JOYSTICK.. $ £25.00 



INTRASET SOFTWARE RANGE FOR 
THE PCW 

Coursemaster _ £17.35 

Poolsmaster £1 7.35 

Perm-Master _ „ _ £15.61 

£ Profit from your Micro £9.80 

The Graphologist £43.43 

Cashmaster £26.04 



CALLERS WELCOME BUT STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT PLEASE. 

II you see anylhliii! w -.ill Ix-lnu sold cheaper elsewhere plume u-, before yon Ijiiv Open 'lain I" 5pm. MONDAY TO FRIDAY. 

Postage is FREE on orders over £10,00 net. If less than this please 

add £2.00 to cover postage. YOU MUST ADD VAT « 17.6% Nu export orders. 

ITIces and descriptions subject to chanuc without notice (trading conditions available upon request). All trademarks ack. 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES LTD. DEPT 8/5 

ENTERPRISE HOUSE, BEECHWOOD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 

LLANDEELO. DYFED, SA19 7HR. TEL: (0558) 823782 

ANSWER PHONE (8237S2) & FAX (8239231 lines open 24 hours for orders. 
OOVT. DElTs / LOCAL ft EDUCATIONAL AITHORITY CREDIT ORDERS ADD 3% TO CAM I PRICK 



LOCO PLUS 




LOCOPLUS 



Help is here 

Don't Id LocoScript 
get you down! Write 
to us with your Loco 
queries (PCW or 
PC) and we'll do our 
best to help. No 
problem is too small 
- and you can 
remain anonymous 
too! The address is 
LocoPlus, 8000 Plus. 
30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath BA1 2BW. We 
regret that we 
cannot enter into any 
personal 
correspondence. 



Welcome to this month's LocoPlus, your essential guide to the PCW's 
native word processor. We kick off with three pages of Liz Bruce 's 
LocoScript Surgery and then there's a round-up of some of your own 
hints and tips. The section concludes with part four of our LocoFile 
tutorial. There's stacks of good advice to be read, so let's make a start! 



are. Where are my groups? What are these directories, 
anyway, and why is it that files can apparently disappear off 
the screen? 



Dear Liz. 

I recently pensioned off my dearly loved PCW and moved on 
to a PC. with LocoScript, of course. I'm managing quite well 
apart from one thing. I do not understand what directories 






It's not just about PCs. actually. 
PCW users are using directories all the 
lime - it's just been made so easy for 
them that they don't even know it! 
Actually, you seem to have already made 
the connection, as you mention groups in 
your plea for help. 

You're not alone. I've helped a lot of 
people convert from LocoScript PCW 
style to Loco PC and directories seem to 



A>dir 










Volume 


tn drive A is 


ELECTRIC WO 


Directory of A:\ 






COMMAND 


COM 


25276 


24-07-87 


12:00a 


REFERENC 


ES 


<DIR> 


22-02-91 


8:39p 


PRINT 




<DIR> 


22-02-91 


9:17p 


LETTERS 




<DIR> 


1-03-91 


2:12p 


ACCOUNTS 




<DIR> 


3-03-91 


8:29p 


5 Fi] 


e(s) 627712 bytes free 


A> 








| 


A>dir 










Volume 


Ln drive A is 


ELECTRIC WO 


Directory of A:\PRINT 








<DIR> 


22-02-91 


9:17p 


. . 




<DIR> 


22-02-91 


9:17p 


TEMPLATE 


STD 


3008 


22-02-91 


9:42p 


DOCUMENT 


BAK 


3008 


22-02-91 


9:43p 


STANDARD 




3008 


22-02-91 


9:44p 


SWISS 




3008 


22-02-91 


9:45p 


SANSSERI 


F 


3008 


22-02-91 


9:48p 


FINESSE 




3008 


22-02-91 


9:51p 


CAPITAL 




3008 


22-02-91 


9:58p 


COPPERPL 


ATE 


3008 


22-02-91 


9:59p 


MINI 


PS 


2992 


22-02-91 


10:01p 


DEFINITE 




3008 


22-02-91 


10:02p 


SCRIPT 




3008 


22-02-91 


10:03p 


PENMAN 




2992 


22-02-91 


10:07p 


OLDENGLI 


SH 


3008 


22-02-91 


10:09p 


DECO 




3008 


22-02-91 


10:10p 


EXAMPLEM 


IXE 


1264 


16-03-91 


12:llp 


17 Fil 


e(s) 627712 bytes free 


A> 











20 June 91 



Top: The contents of the root directory 
Bottom: Change the directory by typing 'cd 
print' then 'dir'. The two DIR with dots show 
how far down we are in the directory tree 



be the major hang up. Does it help if I 
tell you to just think of your old friends 
the eight groups as directories? In 
MS-DOS based systems, like Loco PC, 
you choose how many directories 
(groups) you have and you can make sub 
directories inside those groups. 

This is often described as being like 
a tree. (Loco PC even has a function key 
called "Tree" which is where you set up 
directories). If you're on one branch of a 
tree, you can't pick a fruit off another 
branch somewhere else on the tree. So. it 
follows that if you're working in one 
directory, you can't then open a file 
which is on another branch. 

If you're very unhappy about this, 
you don't have to use directories at all. If 
you don't set any up. you will simply 
have all your files on one disc in one list. 
This may be OK for a while, but you can 
see that you would fairly quickly find it 
becoming difficult to keep things 
organised and. of course, it means you 
can only use one standard template. 

On the PCW you were given eight 
groups (directories) whether you liked it 
or not. ready set up for you and they 
were all visible all the time. Well, 
actually, they weren't all visible, were 
they? If you had used all eight groups, 
the disc manager screen would only 
show you a maximum of four in the 
bottom part of the screen which listed 
the files, but that didn't bother you. did 
it? You knew all you had to do was 
move the cursor on to another group and 
you'd be able to see the files belonging 
to that group. 

On your PC it's much the same. 
When you load a disc, you are 
automatically in the root directory, 
which is there whether you set it up or 
not. From there you can set up sub 
directories, e.g. "Letters", and "Reports". 
Then you can make sub-directories of 
"Letters", e.g. "Business" and 
"Personal". You could have 
subdirectories of those, too. if you 
wanted, so 'Personal' could be sub- 



divided into "British" "Australian" and 
"French" and so on. 

To get access to the files you want, 
you have to move up and down the 
directory tree to gel to the branch where 
the required file is before you can open 
it. In Loco PC you do it by pressing 
"Page up" or "Page down" to move up 
and down the tree. 

I think what really confuses people 
is that there is nothing to stop a directory 
containing both files and sub-directories 
as well. For instance, say you wrote a 
personal letter to someone in Germany, 
that would not fit in to any of the three 
sub-directories of Personal we have set 
up. We could simply create that file in 
the Personal directory. 

When you look at your disc manager 
screen, or run "DIR" at the A>prompt 
you know the difference between 
directories and files because directories 
have a stroke after them. or. at the A> 
they say <DIR> after their name. 

If your files have never disappeared, 
they are simply in a sub-directory not 
visible at that time. From the A>. you 
can type CD (Change Directory) 
followed by the name of the directory 
you wish to examine. Then when you 
type DIR you will see a list of the 
contents of that directory. 

For instance, if we had the disc 
we've been talking about in the A: drive, 
and typed DIR. we would see: 
LETTERS <DIR> 

REPORTS <DIR> 

and a list of any files in the root 
directory. This Is what makes you 
become worried, because you know that 
letter to Germany and one you wrote to 
the bank are on that disc somewhere, but 
they appear to have been lost. 

If you type. CD LETTERS. 
[RETURN] then DIR |RETURN] you 
will see: 

BUSINESS <DIR> 

PERSONAL <DIR> 

and any files in LETTERS. 
CD PERSONAL then DIR will give you: 
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BRITISH <DIR> 

FRENCH <DIR> 

AUSTRALIAN <DIR> 

Germany 

which finds you're German teller lor 

you. The bank letter is in BUSINESS. 

remember. You can get back to the root 

directory just by typing a backslash then 



(RETURN |. I hope thai helps. The 
important thing to remember is that you 
can only access a file if you are in the 
directory which contains that file. 

It is worth knowing, when running 
DIR. that DIR/P will give you the list 
one screenful at a time instead of just 
scrolling through it all at lightning 



speed.This is a very handy way to 
examine disc contents. 

I'm glad that you wrote to me about 
LocoScript PC: it can be confusing when 
you make the change from PCW to PC. 
and I'm more than happy to deal with 
Loco PC questions if they crop up. This 
is the LocoScript surgery after all.. 




Dear Liz, 

I have been using ljicofile on my PCW 8256 (single disc 
drive) and 1 cannot work out from lite manual how I can 
combine two individual datajiles. Thai is to say, I have, for 
example, created two separately named data files and I would 
now like to merge all the information on one file into the 



other. Leading on from this can I combine just parts of one 
file on to another? 

Two smaller problems - how do I select, for example, 
record no 161 and can I get the computer to re-number the 
records after I have completely erased unwanted records? 




I've said it before but I'll say it 
again: LocoFile by itself is an 'idiot' 
database. What I mean is. you can store 
information and order it by different 
indices and you can print it in order or 
just print one record - but that is all you 
can do with LocoFile alone. 

To do the other things you are 
talking about you need LocoMail as 
well. LocoMail is not just a mail merge 
system, it is almost a programming 
language which you can use to 
manipulate LocoFiles. You can use it to 
list all of one LocoFile. then all of 
another and combine them into a new 
file. You can select information from 
several files and combine them into a 
new file and you can print selectively 
from the files. You can extract 
information from data files, perform 
arithmetic on the data and store the 
results somewhere else. You cannot do 
these things with LocoFile alone. With 
the two packages together I have yet to 
find anything I can't do! 

On your other problems, to select a 
certain record number, set the index to 
"Record Number" |f2| then use Go-To 
and simply type in that number. 

You can't re-number the records: 12 
the database assumes vou would not 
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want to do that, as it is a rule that a 
number once assigned is never assigned 
again - what would happen, for instance 
if someone else used an old copy of a 
personnel file, for instance, not knowing 
that a newer file was in existence with 
different numbers? Such confusion could 
lead to real disaster, so record numbers 
are never re-assigned. However, you can 
recover the space used by those empty 
records by squashing the data file, which 



Left: You need to press [12] to select the 
correct index 

Above: Then use Goto [f5] to type in the 
number of the record you want, press [ENTER] 
and the screen will display the selected record 



rids the data file of the space used by the 
empty records but the record numbers 
themselves will still not be available. 
However, if you really want to do 
this, you can. again using LocoMail. 
You would simply list the contents of the 
data file by LocoMail then read them 
into a brand new. empty LocoFile. where 
they would all be assigned new numbers. 
It's not really something I would 
recommend, though. 



Dear Liz, 

Thank you for the most informative articles on LocoScript 
contained in the February 1991 edition of 8000 Plus. May I 
please take advantage of your kind offer to elucidate on the 
mysteries of IjtcoScript as follows: 



Is it possible to print labels from within LocoScript three 
across or do I have to invest in more software? As I require 
to print some 300 labels for our local church, 1 consider 
printing 3 across would save time. Am 1 correct? 



You wouldn't save very much 
time, actually, only the lime taken 
between each wind-on of the labels and 
it probably isn't worth bothering about 
for the amount which you mention. 

However, it can be done, in several 
ways. If you have your labels set up as a 
LocoScript document you use tabs as 
shown by the small arrows in ihe screen 
shot. You type in perhaps a couple of 
pages then you go back to the beginning 
of the document and type in the next lot. 
- only at the end of each line you press 
|EOL| then the [TAB] key instead of 
[RETURN]. 

Re-laying an existing list in this way 
is pretty time-consuming, though, and 
you have to delete the | RETURNS | and 
insert tabs as appropriate. 

However, if you are trying to keep 
names and addresses in alphabetical 



order, you would be much better doing 
this in Locomotive Software's database 
LocoFile. which would certainly save 
you a great deal of time whenever you 
needed to edit the list. It's very easy to 



use. and the beauty of it is that it works 
in conjunction with LocoScript, Then, if 
you wish, you can use LocoMail to set 
up a merge which will automatically lay 
out the labels three across for you. 
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You can print labels three across from within LocoScript, with the help of tabs, and 
remembering to use [EOL] instead of [RETURN] at the ends of the Ilnes2 






Dear Liz. 
I own an Amstrad 
PCW82S6 and use 
LocoScript 1. Once I 
have created a 
document with over 
100 names in it. is it 
possible to then place 
them in alphabetical 
order? 

Liz replies: 
Not really. I'm 
afraid. All of us 
long-time 

LocoScripters have 
had this problem 
and although there 
have been some 
clever uses made of 
Find and Exchange, 
there is no easy way 
round it at all. 
There is only one 
real solution to this 
and that Ls LocoFile. 
which solves it 
completely. I 
strongly recommend 
that you Inn a copy 
and upgrade to 
LocoScript 2 al the 
same time. A bundle 
is now available 
from Locomotive, 
and it offers 
considerable savings 
on buying them 
separately. 
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Dear IJz. 
I use 'Find and 
Exchange' quite often, 
and whenever I call 
up the menu, last 
'Find' is already 
there. I tend to forget 
this, type in the new 
Find and press 
IENTER1. Then it 
doesn 'l work, as the 
new word pushes the 
old one over and the 
combination doesn 't 
exist. Is there any way 
of stopping the old 
word being retained? 

I.iz. replies: 
Nol exactly, but if 
you press the minus 
settings key (that's 
the one in a box at 
the right or the 
spacebar for 8000 
series owners, and at 
the bottom of the 
function block on the 
left of the keyboard if 
you have a 9512) it 
will cut out all text 
from the 'Find' box, 
ready for your new 
entry. This works on 
all menus where a 
choice typed by you is 
displayed (for 
example, naming a 
document or layout, 
or using Go-To in 
l.ocoFile). 

It's just a question or 
learning the habit of 
pressing that |-| key! 



PENMAN FONT 

I have received several letters following 
the query about the Penman font in the 
March edition. Most told me that to use 
Penman properly you must set up a scale 
pitch of 15 and a pitch of PS then use 
italics to get the best result. This we 
already knew, but no-one could explain 
why, when the Penman used by CP (who 
wrote the original query) had worked 
before in pitch 15 it suddenly stopped. 

Several of you thought we were both 
wrong and that Penman prints in sans-serif 
in pitch 15 automatically, and enclosed 
print samples to show it. 

However, that only seems to be true 
for some people. Others were puzzled, as 
Penman works fine in Pitch 15 for them - 
and they even enclosed samples to show 
that, too! 

So I'm afraid we're none the wiser. 
Some versions of Penman print the 
correct shape in Pitch 15, others do not 
and are presumably using the draft font 
and double striking in pitch 15. What you 
get presumably depends on your version 
number of Penman or, just possibly, which 
version of LocoScript itself you are using. 
Unfortunately, nobody told me the version 
numbers they were using, so I am still not 
able to form a definite conclusion as to the 
operating rules of the font. 

The best advice I can offer in the wake 
of all the evidence I have seen of the font 
is that if you particularly want to print in 
Penman in pitch 15 and can't, then you 
could try writing to Locomotive Software 
direct and ask them which version(s) you 
need. They might be able to shed more 
light on the subject than myself - and 
many readers - have managed to! 
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As you can see, 
Penman font 
behaves in 
different ways, 
depending on 
which version 
you have. Above 
is perfect 
Penman, which 
doesn't disjoint 
or disappear 



The font itn't being changed mid- document, 
only at one pitch and sh/fe setting, which in 
laigei si&t and non-existent at smalleK. 

I would be gmtefui alio if you could pan on 
Plui tetteni page the fact that they hate 



a prime example 
of the rebel 
Penman, which, 
when used in 
pitch 15 looks 
quite unlike the 
real thing. There 
doesn't seem to 
be a logic behind 
the way that it 
performs! 
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GUIDED TOUR OF LOCOSCRIPT 2 - PART III 



The Guided Tour continues. Remember, 
this is intended for people who are 
reasonably familiar with LocoScript 
already - although beginners may benefit 
from reading and keeping it for a later 
date when they are more experienced. 

[f 2] FROM THE DISC 
MANAGEMENT SCREEN 

To get here, load your LocoScript start of 
day disc, which takes you straight to the 
Disc Manager Screen. I advise removing 
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Press [f2] from the disc manager 
22 June 91 screen for the disc menu 



the start of day disc and putting in one 

with nothing important on it before 

experimenting. 

When you press [f2j. you'll see a list of all 

the things you can do to a disc. 

'Copy Disc' allows you to make a 
complete copy of one disc on to another. 
When you choose this option, you will be 
given a severe warning that if you 
continue, all the files on the destination 
disc will be permanently destroyed. In fact, 
when you copy one disc on to another, it is 
just the same as copying a new film on to 
a used video tape: There is absolutely no 
way of getting the original film back. 

Never take anyone's word for it 
(including your own) that a disc you are 
about to copy on to is blank or holds 
nothing important. Put it in the drive, press 
[f7] and check the contents. 

LocoScript tries to keep you from 
doing seriously silly things by mistake. 
Even if you press [ENTER] without thinking, 
you will only cancel the operation. To go 
ahead with copying, you need to make a 
deliberate choice (depending on your 
machine) of which drive you want to copy 
from and which to and then press [ENTER]. 

Even then you have to confirm the 
discs are in the drive before the copying 
process actually begins. 

'Verify Disc' checks all the sectors and 



tracks for errors. This is useful to do if a 
disc has been behaving oddly and you 
don't know if it's you. your PCW or the disc 
which is at fault. 

If the disc is OK you will be told so but 
if there is a problem you will be told there 
is an error and on which track. 

If you do have an error you can then 
copy what you can off the disc and either 
re-format it and verify again or (probably 
wiser) throw it away. 

'Format Disc' is what you do to newly 
bought discs to prepare them for the 
computer to use. You can also do it to 
discs you have cleared of information you 
want to make them blank again. 

You will see the same warning and 
you have to make deliberate choices to 
carry on, since formatting also destroys 
any information previously on the disc. 

You may know that there are different 
drives on the PCW8000 series and the 
PCW9512 - yet they use the same discs in 
terms of size. It is at the formatting stage 
that the discs are made magnetically 
suitable for using with one type of drive or 
the other - hence the very precise 
questioning before the process begins! 

'Rename Disc' allows you to put a 
name on the disc which will automatically 
be displayed beside the drive name in the 
box showing the drive and groups. 



Over to You! 

The ball is in your court in this month's Over to You; this is your 
chance to give other readers the benefit of your LocoScript wisdom, 
with a collection of your very own hints and tips. No piece of advice is 
too simple for this section, so get your thinking cap on, and send us 
your ideas, illustrated where possible. The address to write to is Over 
to You, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW. 
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Block shock 

In your May 1991 issue (page 23) Roy 
Bealby of Cleveland offered a way of 
saving an edited document under a new 
name, while retaining the original 
version intact by using the block facility. 

A quicker and more simple method 
is to copy the original into memory, edit 
it. print it. do what you like - anything 
except switch off. When you are happy 
with the revised version, copy it back to 
disc. During this process you will be 
offered the opportunity of changing the 
name. If you are putting it back into the 
same Group as the original you must 
take up this option or the original will be 
overwritten - but you intended changing 
the name to be able to differentiate 
between the two copies anyway. 
K Watson 
Hemel Hempstead 

I spy 

1 have found that a very useful feature of 
LocoScript 2 is that it can be used to 
'scan' or 'probe' other program discs, (as 
well as LocoScript discs), showing 
exactly what is on the discs and the 
available free space also. This saves 
stacks of time if I'm looking for 
something specific in another program 
say. Micro Design. Composer's Pen, 
Supercalc, Masterfile 8000, and so on, 
without having to 'boot-up' each program 
in order to search through it. 

All you have to do. after 'booting-up' 
LocoScript 2, or if its already running, is 
to replace the LocoScript disc with the 
one you want to 'scan', press |f7], and lo! 
and behold, all is revealed, including the 
available space left on the disc, which 
groups the files occupy, and so on. You 
can even get a print out of everything 
which is on the screen by just pressing 
IEXTRAI and [PTR] together, which 
gives you what is known as a 'screen 
dump'. Of course, if you can spare the 
initial time to do a 'screendump' on all 
your discs and keep each printout with 
the appropriate disc, you won't need to 
'scan', but anything added to or erased 
from the disc after you have done a 
printout won't be shown on your hard 



copy. If you have a 85 1 2. you can even 
do this with B: drive discs using the 
same procedure. 
Philip Shapiro 
Birmingham 

Stencil sharpener 

Stencil duplicating is the cheapest way of 
producing lots of copies. A daisy wheel 
printer makes reasonable stencils. 
I was told that the 95 12 printer would 
work without a ribbon. At home, 
sometimes it did, sometimes not. The 
secret is in a sensor on the print head. If 
light shines on it. for instance through 
the transparent bit at the end of the 
ribbon, it stops the printer. 

The answer is 'keep it dark'! Not 
necessarily pitch dark. Put a bit of paper 
on the dust cover and the printer goes on 
in ignorance of lack of ribbon. 

Don't forget to press |+| D before 
you start and to keep the printwheel free 
of stencil wax. 
Reg Bedford 
Appleby-in-Westmorland 

Mind the gap 

In LocoScript, using A4 sized single 
sheets with the built-in Matrix printer, 
the default settings for lop and bottom 
gaps (the areas which the printer doesn't 
print on), are six and three respectively. 

However, trial and error reveals that 
a top-gap of 5 and a bottom gap of two 
will work perfectly well, without any 
adverse consequences. 

Thus you can get a couple of extra 
lines on your A4 sheets. 
Ian Chisnall 
Bolton 

The decorative touch 

To produce decorative lines in a 
document, set up the page in the usual 
way and work to the point where the 
border is required. Key [+][P], [1], [7], 
(ENTER] then choose any character or 
symbol, run it to the desired end and 
cancel by [-], |P|, just as one would do 
with hyphens to create a dash. 

In the examples shown, the real 
excitement arises from the use of such 



styles as Subscript and Superscript. 
If time permits, vertical additions can be 
readily achieved by keying as above, 
briefly, at the start and finish of each line 
of typing. 

No prizes for guessing the characters 
used above. Try experimenting with Oo 
8HX o (] # () for a start. Forget 
their place in language: try combinations 
of Character Pitch, Line Spacing. Line 
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You don't need a graphics or DTP package to 
create these stylish decorative borders! 

Pitch. All those menus and keys and 
facilities are there to be experimented 
with: there will be a handy spin-off 
when you are laying out serious work. 
The lines above were created merely as 
first answers to 'what will happen if I 

'. The daisywheel in use was Courier 

and the next will be Script. 

If the PCW starts to act up, refusing 
to complete a line for instance, run the 
cursor along the characters already 
typed: you may well find that it has 
wearied of pitch 1 7 and reverted to 
Default, even for one character. 
So tell it again, at that point, what you 
are after. 

Cameron McA Forbes 
Edinburgh 




k.5 answer 

It took me months to 
master the art of 
setting up my PCW 
for A5 paper. All 
those menus were 
quite baffling. 
From the simplistic 
point of view, could I 
suggest the following 
method. 

1. Select a Group 
intended for your AS 
work only. 

2. Create a 
document and call it 
'TEMPLATE STD.' 

3. Press |H |, set 
margins at 5 and 54 
and type any copy 
needed (within the 
scope of the 
Header/Footer 
spaces). 

4. Return to 
document, set 
margins at 5 and 54 
and type any 
standard copy 
needed. 

5. [EXIT] and 
'Finish edit'. 

6. To print, position 
A5 paper with left 
edge against third 
rib, as usual. 
All subsequent 
documents in this 
group will bear the 
new format and copy. 
This replaces my 
former method which 
involved 21 steps! 

E S Rowlands 

Waterbeach. 

Cambridge 










Hand in Glove 






LocoScript and LocoFile are two programs that were literally made 
for each other. Karen Donaghay shows you how to get them 
working in perfect harmony 



All or nothing 

When you use the 
Extract option in 
LocoFile you are 
not limited to just 
one field. If you 
wish you can save 
the contents of 
several fields into 
one block. There is 
also a special 
options to 'Select 
all' items. Or, to 
clear your selections 
and start again, 
pick the 'Select 
none' option 



LocoFile is one program that has 
more than its fair share of 
advantages. Many other databases 
are either easy to use or powerful, yet 
LocoFile manages to be both. To set up a 
new file is simplicity itself and the 
indexes provide the punch that allows 
you to pick out information in a matter 
of seconds. 

Yet there is one other area where 
LocoFile surpasses all competition. This 
particular virtue was probably what 
made you buy LocoFile in the first place: 
namely, it is in the enviable position of 
being able to work hand in hand with its 
cousin. LocoScript 2. 

It is an important issue. After all. 
what would be the point of having a 
database, stuffed with facts and figures if 
they could not be used elsewhere? With 



LocoFile you can transfer a snippet of 
information into a LocoScript 2 
document. Or you can transfer a 
lengthier piece of information - anything 
from an address to a whole paragraph of 
important comments. 

Even the most well-equipped 
personal organiser cannot provide this 
kind of versatility. With LocoFile you 
can store realms of information on any 
subject under the sun. Add LocoScript to 
the equation and suddenly you can get it 
all on to paper in any form you require. 
It is one LocoFile feature that can be 
used in a myriad of circumstances. 

Take Mr Matterson - the headmaster 
of a busy school on the outskirts of 
London. He uses LocoScript on a regular 
basis. To help him with his 
administration he also uses LocoFile to 



catalogue each and every one of his 
pupils. His intention when he set up the 
LocoFile database was to have some 
factual information on each pupil, such 
as what class they are in. their home 
address and exam results. Later he added 
other, more informal information. These 
comments are the heart of that much- 
dreaded but seldom-seen school record 
and contain notes on the pupil's 
performance and character. 

In our example, our headmaster is 
going to use the information in his 
database to help him write a letter to the 
parents of an unusually talented pupil. 
Simon Watt. He wants to enter him for a 
special exam and has a standard letter for 
the purpose, that he uses year after year. 
All he needs now are some pertinent 
facts on the school life of S.Watt. 



STEP 1: SETTING UP A TWO PAGE RECORD 



Here is the two-page school record of a pupil 
called Simon Watt. The first page of his record 
(displayed in our first screenshot I reveals that 
he is in form L6B and that he is currently 
studying for his A levels. The second page shows 
details of his ability. Simon's record can only be 
displayed on screen a page at a time. To see the 
second page in a record of this size you must 
use the cursor key to scroll downwards. If you 
want to follow the steps on your PCW at home 
then set up a similar LocoFile record. Press [f5] 
for the Set-up menu, and set the page width to 
60 characters, and the length to 60 lines. This 
splits the record over two pages. 
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The first page of the record shows 
personal and academic facts and figures.. 



..while the second has more detailed 
notes of the kind used in a school report 






STEP 2: PREPARING THE TEXT IN LOCOSCRIPT 






The headmaster wants one of his star pupils to 
sit a special exam - one that could gain him 
entrance to that pinacle of educational 
establishments, Oxford University. However, 
Simon is not the only pupil he wishes to enter and 
so he has written a standard letter to send to the 
parents concerned (shown in our screenshot). 
The document is prepared in LocoScript in the 
usual way. 

Because the letter is a general one, you 
will notice that the parents' names are missing 
from the letter. Also missing is the name 
of the pupil. Later, the headmaster wants to 
include personal information about the pupil. 
All of these missing elements can be obtained 
from the LocoFile database, from the 
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Use LocoScript to create the standard 
circular, with individuals' names left out. 
You can add those later on... 



records on individual pupils. If you are 
following the steps at home, then you should 
create a LocoScript document and copy in this 
letter (or use a similar letter more suited to your 
own purposes). 

Then, save it in the usual way, and go back to 
the Disc Management Screen. 

Once the basic information has been 
keyed in you are ready to move on. The following 
four steps show you how to take information 
directly from the LocoFile record we showed in 
Stepl. 

This can then be combined with the standard 
document to produce what the headmaster is 
looking for: a personalised letter with all of the 
correct details. 



24 June 91 






LOCO PLUS 



STEP 3: EXTRACTING SPECIFIC INFORMATION FROM A RECORD 



From the Disc Management Screen load the 
LocoRle containing the details of the pupils. This 
is done in the usual way; highlight the tile, press 
[fl] and choose to 'Run LocoRle'. Find Simon's 
record in the database, using the [PAGE] key. 

There are two fields that you want to extract 
in their entirety: First name and Guardian. To do 
this you need to choose the option to Extract. 
Press [f7] and you will see a list of fields. To 
extract the information from the First name field 
all you need to do is scroll down to First name 
and press [+]. Then if you press [ENTER] this will 
save the name Simon into block 0. (Blocks are 
Just a convenient way of saving information 
temporarily. They are the PCW equivalent of a 




To start personalising the letter, 
information on this pupil is extracted 
piece by piece and saved as blocks 



notepad and there are 9 separate blocks you can 
use to save on to.) 

The whole process is repeated to extract the 
information stored under Guardian. Press [f7], 
scroll down to the line Guardian and press [+]. 
This time, however, you need to define a new 
block. (If you leave the block as it will overwrite 
the information you saved earlier.) To do this 
simply scroll up to the first line, that reads To 
block and overwrite the with a 1. The menu 
will now look like our screenshot. 

When you press [ENTER] the information 
stored in that field will be saved in block 1. You 
can now leave LocoRle and go back to the Disc 
Management Screen by pressing [EXIT]. 




STEP 4: IMPORTING THE BLOCKS INTO THE GENERAL DOCUMENT 



The ability to save text in a block is one of the 
most useful features of LocoScript. Unless you 
delete or overwrite this information it is always 
there or, to be more precise, it is there until you 
switch off the machine. 

In this example you need to transfer 
information to various points In the document 
Select the document with the cursor and press 
[E]dit. The document can now be amended. 

First of all, the pupil's name needs to be 
pasted into the first and twelfth lines of the letter 
(which are the ninth and twentieth lines of the 
LocoScript page). Second, the letter should begin 
with the parent's names. 

To paste in the pupil's name, move to the 
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Move the cursor to the first point of text 
insertion and use [PASTE] to Import it 



first line of the letter after the word Ihaf , press 
[PASTE] and type in for block 0. Then scroll to 
the next position (in the third paragraph, after 
the word thaf , and type [PASTE] again. Once 
again the word Simon appears in the document. 

The next stage is to insert the name of 
Simon's parents. Move the cursor to the 
beginning of the letter, one space after the word 
'Dear'. Then simply press [PASTE]. At the top of 
the screen you will be asked to specify the block 
as shown in our screenshot. In the previous step 
we saved Guardian to block 1, so type in 1. The 
names Mr and Mrs Watt will magically appear in 
the correct place. You can now [EXIT] from the 
document in the normal way. 



STEP 5: ADDING DETAILED INFORMATION 



The next stage is somewhat easier. Simon's 
record contains some detailed comments and 
the headmaster wants to include some of these 
in his letter. 

Load the database again by pressing [f 1] 
and choosing to 'Run Database'. Find Simon's 
record and scroll down to the second page, 
where the comments have been saved. Not all of 
this information is suitable for the headmaster's 
letter - particularly the part about Simon's 
disruptive influence in class. So, rather than take 
the whole record, this time we want to take a 
small part of it, showing the favourable 
information about the pupil. We then need to 
select and save it for importing later on. 




Use the copy and cursor keys to select all 
the salient information about the pupil 
that you want to include in the final 
report. Again, you will save text as blocks 



To do this Is very simple. When you are in the 
record, move the cursor to the beginning of the 
very last sentence. 

Press the [COPY] key then move to the end 
of the text you want to save - in this case, the last 
character at the end of the sentence. As you 
move the cursor through the text it is 
automatically highlighted. 

When the entire sentence is highlighted, as 
shown in our screenshot, press [COPY] again and 
you will be prompted to specify a block. 

Type in the digit 2 and the entire section of 
text will be saved to block 2. Now all you have to 
do is to press [EXIT] to leave LocoRle and go 
back to the original Disc Management Screen. 



STEP 6: BUILDING UP THE DOCUMENT 



The final step is to get these comments into your 
document. Select your letter on the Disc 
Management Screen and press (EJdit. When the 
document is on screen, the contents of block 2 
are pasted in using the same method as before. 

The comment should come after the first 
sentence in the third paragraph. Move the cursor 
to this position and type [PASTE] 2. The contents 
of block 2 - the sentence from your LocoRle 
record - appears magically in the correct place. 

The finished document looks like the one 
shown in our screenshot There is nothing to 
show that any of the information was originally 
taken from a LocoRle database; everything 
blends together as one. 
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The finished circular, personalised with 
information from the LocoFile record 



Once the comment is transferred into the 
document, it can be edited in the usual 
LocoScript way. As always there are shortcuts. 
There is nothing to stop you using a mixture of 
both methods - extracting whole fields (as with 
our Name and Guardian) and going on to extract 
sections of fields (as we did with Comments). 
Then you can paste all of your blocks into the 
document in one go. 

With practice you will soon be jumping from 
LocoFile to LocoScript and back again with ease. 
And that means you are well on the way to that 
state of perfect harmony - when LocoFile can 
become a major part of your everyday 
LocoScript work. 



Jur 



June 91 25 




Optional Extra 

The problems with the original Soft Options disc have been ironed 
out. Now Martin Le Poidevin removes the remaining creases. 






I us more! 

If you have unj 

queries almui the 
Sufi Options disc 
which havenol beei 
Covered in this 
article, please send 
them in I<i us ill Soft 

Option. 8000 Plus, 
«i Monmouth St., 
BathBAl 2BW. 
Although we cannot 
answer ever) letter 
personalty, nexl 
month's issue will 
carrj a further 
surgery dealing with 
tome ni iiu- points 
raised. 



We'll come clean straight away. 
Somehow, a hug got into the 
first version of the Soft 
Options disc. This bug only affected one 
of the programs, but caused a good deal 
of consternation. It must also be said that 
the original documentation was not the 
most lucid of tomes ever produced: not 
enough detail was given over to the 
basics, and that left some of you rather 
puzzled. These factors have meant that 
some of you who bought the disc have, 
unjustifiably, lost faith in it. 

Unjustifiably, because the disc 
contains some very useful utilities and 
some fun games, along with a handy set 



of "clip art" for users of Stop Press and 
Micro Design 2. 

What we are aiming to do oh these 
pages is to give a detailed account of the 
most important procedures in setting up 
your disc, introduce some of the 
programs that are on it. and round off 
with a trouble-shooting section. 

Copying the Master 

First things first. Copy the original disc. 
How you do this will depend on several 
factors. We would recommend that 8(KX) 
scries owners do this using the DISCKIT 
utility which is on the CP/M disc, while 
9512 owners use the 8000COPY routine 



which is on their version of the CP/M 
start up disc. 

We'll cover both procedures in a 
moment, having noted that from now on. 
when we talk about the "CP/M disc' we 
will always be referring to side 2 of the 
master discs which came with the 8000 
series machines (it is on the back of the 
LocoScript disc and is marked CP/M 
PLUS). For the 9512. we are referring to 
the CP/M PLUS disc. 

So. now that we've sorted out some 
of the basics, let's get down to the 
serious business of the day and start 
making the preparations for examining 
and using those all-important files. 



STEP 1: COPYING THE DISC 



PCW8256/8512 

First, load up CP/M - which you do by 
simply putting your CP/M disc into drive 
A:. If you are already using a program - 
say. LocoScript. save what you have 
been doing, remove any disc(s) from the 
drive(s) and reset the machine by 
pressing [SHIFTl[EXTRA|lEXIT|. 
Insert the CP/M disc, and wait for a 
green A> prompt. 




With the Soft Options disc it is important to deal with first things 
first - and that means making a working copy of the master disc 



With the disc still in the drive, type 
DISCKIT [RETURN], and follow the 
simple instructions for copying from and 
to a disc in the A: drive. All you have to 
remember is which is your source disc 
(the Soft Options original) and which 
your destination disc (the blank disc you 
are copying on to). Remember, as well, 
to copy both sides of the original disc - 
this isn't automatic. You can do this 
when the computer asks if you want to 
copy a second disc. Write protecting 
your original will make absolutely sure 
that nothing goes wrong. 

For a copy using DISCKIT. your 
disc does not need to be pre-formatted. 
But you will need a couple of spare, 
formatted discs later on - so it might be 
an idea to format them now. while either 
Disckit is running. 

PCW9512 

95 1 2 owners will want to follow a 
different course of copying. It is possible 
for the 95 1 2 to transfer files from the 



smaller format 8(KX) series discs using 
PIP. but the neatest way of making a 
copy is to use the 8000COPY utility. 

But (his needs a pre-formatted disc- 
to copy on to. so you'll have to load up 
DISCKIT first, and formal the disc. In 
this case, though. Ihere is actually no 
need to have a second disc ready - the 
first disc, being of a larger format, will 
hold everything. 

When you have formatted your disc 
remove it from the drive, come out of 
DISCKIT. and replace your CP/M disc 
in [he drive. At the white A> prompt 
(which you should be staring at!) type 
8000COPY IRETURN]. and follow the 
instructions on the screen. 

You will be asked two questions 
before the copying starts. The answer to 
both of them is "NO': you do not want a 
start-up disc, and the disc you're using 
doesn't contain LocoScript files. 

Again, remember to copy both sides 
of the disc, and put your original back in 
a safe place. 



STEP 2: EXAMINING THE DISC CONTENTS 
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You can carry out a thorough inspection of the disc with D.C0M 



Now that we have our copy disc (we'll 
call it the 'master' from now on) it's 
time to see what is on it. At the A> 
prompt (whether white or green), and 
with side I of the master inserted, type 
DIR IRETURN). You will see a list of 
files appearing. If you don't, or if you 
get some other message, then it is best to 
go through the copying procedure again. 
Now try typing just D IRETURN]. 
You should again gel a list of files, but 
now with slightly more information. 
This is because D.COM is one of the 



files on the disc, whose sole purpose is 
to provide this list. At least we've 
proved that the disc works! 

So we've got our files. The question 
is. what now?. The first thing to look for 
on a new disc is a file called something 
like 'READ.ME'. The Soft Options disc 
has one. so type TYPE READ.ME 
[RETURN!, and the text of the file will 
scroll past you. If you want to hold the 
scrolling at any stage hit the |f5] key. 
and then [I3| to continue. The trouble is. 
of course, thai ihe screen display will go 



in one eye and OUI of the oilier. Wha! we 
need is a print out You could do this by 
importing the file inlo a word processor 
(it's in ASCII, remember), or you could 
use PIP. Remove the master disc, and put 
your CP/M disc back into the drive 
(without resetting the machine), and type 
PIPIRKTURNh 



You should now have an asterisk prompt 
in front of you. Put your Soft Options 
master disc back into the drive, type 
LST:=A:READ.ME. make sure that 
there is some paper in the printer, and hit 
[RETURN]. 

This procedure will not necessarily 
give you the most beautiful print out in 



the world, but it will allow you to 
convert all the documentation on the disc 
inlo hard copy, which will prove useful 
later on. You can spot a text file (that is. 
one which it would be useful to have 
printed out as hard copy) by the filetype 
.DOC (or in one case. .TXT), and check 
up on it with the TYPF. command. 



Soft Options 



STEP 3: ACCESSING FILES 
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So now wc know what is on the disc, and 
can get at the documentation. But how 
do you access the files? 

The files on the disc fall into four 
main categories, identifiable by their 
filetype. We have dealt with .DOC and 
TXT files: that leaves .CUT files. .COM 
files, and .BAS files. All other files 
support one or other of the main 
applications. 

The .CUT files need not detain us - 
they are for Micro Design 2 and Stop 
Press, and users of those systems will 
know how to deal with them. 

The files with the .BAS extension, 
though, are MALLARD BASIC files. 
and are going to appeal to all PCW users. 
For the most part these are "leisure" 
programs (FREDA. DWBAS. CHECK3 
and ASCVAL are more serious 
applications) and so are ideal for 
learning the ropes. 

The procedure is simple - read the 
documentation. load BASIC, load the 
file itself, run it. and away you go. But 
how do you do this? Let us suppose, for 
instance, you want to try your luck with 



HORSE. BAS. the racing program (for 
which there is no documentation, so 
we'll cut out step one!). 

First make sure that you are at the 
CP/M prompt. Now put your CP/M disc- 
in the drive, and type BASIC 
[RETURN). The computer will think for 
a second, some information will scroll up 
the screen, and the Ok prompt which 
BASIC uses will appear. 

BASIC is now loaded, so put your 
Soft Options master (side one) in the 
drive, and type LOAD "HORSE.BAS" 
then press [RETURN]. At the Ok 
prompt, which will appear once the 
program has been loaded into memory, 
type RUN and press [RETURN], and 
the program will run. 

In this case, enter your bet (number 
of horse, type of bet, amount wagered, 
and I to be allowed to make another bet. 
to stop betting, all separated by 
commas), and off they go. Another hint - 
for this program, all your ' Y' or *N' 
responses have to be in capitals. 

When you have had enough of that 
game, you can load any of the other 



BASIC files by going through the same 
procedure of LOAD and RUN. 
Any LOAD command will 
automatically wipe out the previous 
program, so there is no need to reload 
BASIC when you decide that you want 
to change program. 
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HORSE.BAS is one of the leisure-oriented programs on the disc. To 
run it, you need to load BASIC from CP/M 



USING FREDA 



FREDA is a useful text editor which 
will benefit from a disc of its own. You'll 
need a formatted disc, and as we'll be 
loading through the M: drive, clear it by 
issuing the command ERA M:*.* 
(RETURN), having saved anything 
valuable on to disc first! 

Put your CP/M disc in and load PIP. 
At the asterisk type M:=SUBMIT.COM 
(RETURN), wail for the prompt lo 
reappear. M:=SETKEYS.COM 
[RETURN] and finally 
M:=BASIC.COM [RETURN]. Load 
the Soft Options master and lype 
M:=FREDA.* and then press 
[RETURN], and you will see all your 



files being transferred to M:. Nexl, put 
your new disc into the drive, and type 
A:=M:*.* (RETURN), and you will see 
all the files crossing over again to the 
new drive. Exit PIP by hitting 
[RETURN] on its own. and type 
SUBMIT FREDA [RETURN]. Read 
the documentation, and away you go. 
with your new text editor, to produce 
pure ASCII files. 

95 1 2 owners need not even go this 
far -just use PIP to get SETKEYS. 
SUBMIT and BASIC on to your master 
disc. This gives the advantage of having 
BASIC on your master disc, to be even 
more easily loaded. 




Freda is a useful text editing utility - you really need to give it a disc 
of its own to get the best out of it 



TROUBLE SHOOTING 



One common problem can be trying to 
invoke a command which is not on the 
current drive. This is easily diagnosed - 
the computer says something like "File 
not found" or. even worse, throws the 
command back at you with a question 
mark after it. The cure is simple - put a 
disc which contains the file on into the 
correct drive, or log on to the correct 
drive, and re-issue the command. 
Remember, you can always check what 
is on the disc by using the DIR 
IRETURN) command. Running out of 
disc space is another common problem. 



The files on the disc completely fill a 
173k disc, so you will not be able to save 
or copy anything new to thai disc. If you 
try. you will get a "WRITE ERROR" 
message, and the file will not be included 
on the disc. 

In particular this will affect the 
Collosal Cave Adventure game on side 2 
of the disc. Following the instructions 
which came with the disc, all the .DQT 
files have to be unsqueezed before they 
can be used. However, this leaves both 
the original and the unsqueezed files on 
the disc. This will take up about 1 1 0k in 



all. so it is vital lhal there is that much 
space left on the disc - hence the need to 
use a new disc for the game (although 
95 1 2 owners will have enough space on 
their original disc). 

If the space is not available, ihe files 
will not be unsqueezed (you will get a 
'write error' message instead), and any 
attempt to run the game will produce a 
"Fatal error' message. You will gel 
similar problems if you try to save a 
FREDA file lo a disc which hasn't got 
enough space - all the more reason for 
copying FREDA on to a new disc. 
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MICRO DESIGN 2 STOP PRESS 
PLEASE STATE FORMAT REQUIRED) 

CA1- VARIETY DISC 
CA2- VARIETY DISC 
CA3- FLAGS of the WORLD 
CA4'THE SPORTS DISC 
iCAS' MICRO DESIGN BORDERS 
(Ooubla Density 8512/9512 only) 
CA6> THE GREEN DISC 

(Animals, Plants & Trees) 
Picture reference supplied with all orders 






ONLY £12-50 per disc incl P*P 

AGB ILLUSTRATIONS 

a 061 -773-2702 
eens Drive, Prestwich, Manchester, M25 8HQ. 



FOR ALL WORD PROCESSOR USERS 

Tabulations Margins & Lines, positioned correctly first time 
TempMate Page Overlay The Page Boy 

£5.95 (4 tor £1 5) Word Processing Ruler 

4 character pitch sizes £2.95 

^vPJO, P12, PI 5, P17 (10 for £13) 

S JJ E SET OF 4 TEMPMATES & PAGE BOY £18.75 



V£ 



FOR LOCOSCRIPT USERS 

TempDisc PC/PCW (Business, Personal or Sport) from £17.95 

Hundreds of choices of INSTANT TEMPLATES designed by a 

Member of the Institute of Word Processing 

Also WordDisc - a Thesaurus using LocoFile, XWorder ■ For Crossword Compilers 

using LocoScript FoneMale - Uses LocoFile, National codes and exchanges with 

appointment diaries, 5 year calendar etc. LocoScript Correspondence Col 



H 



bourse. 
Please send tor details 

Thurston Techniques 

FREEPOST Exmouth EX8 2YZ Telephone or Fax 0395 277496 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & UK POST 8 PACKING 



A HOME FROM GNOME 



FOR YOUR 

ANSTRAD 
8000 PCW 



8000 

COVER 

.00* 



Arc you shori ol desk spate! Do you have to move the computer, 
ei al, when no! in use! Or do you just like io be ndy! Then this 
is lor you. A fully portable "home" lor your Amstrad 8000 PCW 
Provision tan be made lor hard disc or modem, and the use ol 
Ian-fold paper 




533? 

tgtftj 



• HOUSES WHOIE COMPUTER 

• COMPONENTS REMAIN 
CONNECTED 

• ASH VENEERED PANELS, 
LACQUERED BUCK. FLAT 
PACK KIT 

• ACCOMMODATES 24 DISCS. J50 
A4 SHEETS. I00 ENVELOPES, 
MOUSE AND MAINS PLUG! 

• MONITOR RAISED AND ANGLED 
TO IMPROVE VIEWING 

• PRINTER SECURELY HELD FOR 
USE AND TRANSPORT 

• KEYBOARD STORAGE 

• PAPER GUIDE AVAILABLE FOR 
CONTINUOUS FEED 



GNOME DESIGNS 

TO ORDER, posi your cheque to Gnome Designs 

FREEPOST LS2372. II Syke Lane. LEEDS LSI4 3YY making sure you 

include your name and address. FOR ENQUIRIES OR TELEPHONE ORDERS 

___ USING AMEX, ACCESS OR VISA -PHONE ^^ 

E3 0937 587I7I. S 



ALLOW UC TO II I 



S tO* OtLtVlHY CASH WITH OBOfn. 



Brochures-Business Cards— Cartoons-Catalogues- 



IF A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 

OVCicro'Design 2 

* TYPESETTING • TEXT EDITING * PAGE LAYOUT 
GRAPHICS * FONT DESIGN * PRINTING 

Runs on the PCW 8256. 8512 and 9512. Fully compatible with files from 
LocoScript 2, Protext. Wordstar, AMX Stop Press. The Desktop Publisher, 
Mini-Otlice Professional, ProScan, Rombo Vidi Digitiser, MasterScan and 
other PCW software packages. Supports most popular Mouse systems and 
9 pin, 24 pin and Laser printers, including the Star LC-10 Colour Printer. 

Huge range of fonts (25 built in), Typestyles and Typsetting functions. 
Extensive range of Graphic Art and Design facilities. 



£44.50 



MICRODESIGN2 

(£37.87 + VAT) 

With PCW (AMX type) Mouse and Through Interface (£72.34 + VAT) = £85.00 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST. SAE appreciated. 

THINK WHAT YOU CAN II 

SAY WITH U 



(ProScan 

"THE MAJOR 
HARDWARE 

RELEASE OF 
THE YEAR" 



ProScan is a Professional Scanning Package, comprising Interface Software 
and Hand Scanner, from Creative Technology for use with MicroDesign 2 and 
other programs. 

A stand alone' package with a good selection of lonts and typefaces, text and 
borders can be entered directly onto a ProSCAN page and Graphics can be edit- 
ed. ProSCAN supports 9 pin. 24 pin and Laser printers, it can be used with Stop 
Press, Newsdesk International and MasterScan. Almost any flat image can be 
scanned, giving high quality reproduction at up to 400 dpi. with control ol bright- 
ness, contrast, grey tones and texture (dither & stipple). Compatible with Flipper. 

"Sets the PCW up as a serious DTP tool." "Excellent value, excellent product". 
This product has an appeal that is hard to beat....could revolutionise the way 
you use your PCW." "A must for anyone seriously into desktop publishing... the 
results speak for themselves* '8000 Plus' who awarded ProSCAN 20/20. 

ProScan (£152.34 * VAT) = £179 



OTHER SOFTWARE 



£a 



ivt<PC1.5 



Purchase LocoFont 24 PC and oblain a FREE upgrade to the much 
improved and very desirable new version of LocoScript PC, v1.5 
LocoFont 24 PC plus Upgrade to v1.5 (£42.51 + VAT) = £49.95 

(Printer Support Pack^ 

For LocoScript 2 (State for which PCW) £26.95 

3$£ fCipper 3 $$£ 

This sophisticated, User Friendly (menu driven) program is compatible with 
the SCA range of Hard Disk Drives and RamPacs and, given adequate 
memory, can flip between UP TO EIGHT ENVIRONMENTS. Flipper 3 
requires at least 51 2K of memory. A RamPac is required when used with 
MicroDesign 2 or Mini Office (£29.75 + VAT) = £34.95 

forczuord 

An essential writer's tool, Foreword lets you turn vague thoughts into clear 
words - fast. Type in your ideas, shuffle them around and flesh them out 
with ease. Foreword co-exists with either CP/M (legal) or LocoScript 2 (v 
2.16 onwards), hiding in the background and then "popping up" when need- 
ed. 51 2K of memory is required. Flipper 2, MicroDesign 2 and Mini Office 
require a RamPac. Foreword is not compatible with some peripherals - 
please check before ordering. 
Foreword costs (£38.26 * VAT) = £44.95 



Super(Dos 



All the latest computers work this way 

PCW SuperDos brings state-of-the-art Windows, Menus and Pointers to 
CP/M. Essential for the experienced user and novice alike. Requires 51 2K. 
SuperDos Latest Version 1 .02 (£25.17 + VAT) = £28.95 



Leaflets — Letterheads — Magazines — Manuals 



Really Useful things.. .Brochures.. .Business Cards.. .Cartoons....Catalogues.... 



(Hard (Disk^ (Drives 

AT LAST! MASSIVE STORAGE AT A MINIMAL PRICE! 

Affordable, simple to Install, simple to use, with superfast benefits. 
The SCA Vortex Hard Disk Drive is available in four capacities, 20MB, 30MB, 
40MB and 60MB. The 30MB, 40MB and 60MB versions include a free copy ol 
LocoFile and LocoScript 2. These free-standing Hard Disk Drives come in a 
smart, compact, Amstrad complementary case and are mains powered. The 
Interlace simply plugs onto the Expansion slot on the back of your computer. It 
has a through connector to allow the stacking of other peripherals. Optionally, 
at extra cost, the Interface can incorporate a 512K RamPac. 

The SCA Vortex Hard Disk Drives have a fast access time of 30mS. They are 
supplied already formatted and partitioned into four equal areas, namely Drives 
C, D, E & F but this is user variable. There are two LEDs, one for Power On 
and one for Drive Activity. 

"Comparing prices, the Vortex (SCA) disk is by far the front runner"... "A hard 
disk begins as a novelty and ends up as a necessity. The savings in time and 
energy can pay untold dividends".. ."could finally bring a whole new way of 
working within your reach." Range of features 3/5, ease of use 4/5, installation 
5/5, value for money 5/5. Total 17/20. "8000 Plus" 

20 Megabyte Hard Disk Drive with Interface (£299 + VAT) = E351.33 

With LocoFile and LocoScript 2 Bundle 

30 Megabyte Hard Disk Drive with Interlace (£360 + VAT) = £423.00 

40 Megabyte Hard Disk Drive with Interface (£420 + VAT) = £493.50 

60 Megabtye Hard Disk Drive with Interface (£530 + VAT) = £622.75 

Optional : 512K RamPac built Into Interface (£59 * VAT) = £69.32 

(l^amtPac 
JLozoer (Prices! 

STOP PRESS! Compatible with new Flipper 3 

The SCA RamPac is the first successful Memory Expansion above 51 2K that 
does not invalidate any PCW warranty. Only RamPac is approved by 
Locomotive Software. RamPac simply plugs onto the back of any PCW and 
immediately increases the capacity of Drive M by either 51 2K. 768K, or 1 ,5mB. 
It is compatible with MicroDesign 2, Flipper 2 Plus 1.1 and most PCW pro- 
grams. Existing owners of SCA 51 2K RamPacs can expand Iheir memory to 
768K themselves with our DIY Kit, or return it to us for expansion at nominal 
charge. Now you can copy a 720K disk in one operation! 

RamPac 512K Memory Expansion (£89 + VAT) = £104.57 

RamPac 768K Memory Expansion (£109 + VAT) = £128.08 

RamPac 1.5Mb Memory Expansion (£189 * VAT) = £222.08 

DIY 51 2K to 768K RamPac Expansion Kit (£22.08 * VAT) =£25.95 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE 



Upgrade your PCW 8256 internal memory to 51 2K with our best selling kit. 
Almost an essential for MicroDesign 2, LocoSpell and disk copying. Installation 
really is straightforward. Thousands of satisfied customers. 

Simple instructions for the inexperienced. We supply top quality plug-in chips 
(no soldering) which are jig preformed lor ease of insertion - NO BENDING 
REQUIRED - plus a 'Practice' chip. Simply "Plug in and Go". 

PCW 8256 256K Memory Upgrade Kit to 512K (£16.98 + VAT) = £19.95 



i A 




NEW 



'FRO 8256 jjfe 

At last you can add a Memory Expansion AND a Serial/Parallel Interlace to 

your computer in ONE BOX that simply plugs on the back of your computer! 

The SCA PRO 8256 is suitable for PCW 8256/8512 Printer connection and all 

PCWs Data Transfer. The built-in 256K Memory Expansion can be 

further expanded. 

SCA PRO 8256 Interface with 256K Memory Expansion .(£75 + VAT) = £88.13 

^k HiepCacement ^MtL 

Ifif (PCW "Keyboard Iflflf 

An AT Style, Industry Standard Keyboard for any PCW, simply plugs into the 
port used by the original keyboard - there Is nothing else to dol 

Physical and Mechanical Characteristics 



Number of keys: 102 instead of 85 
Separate cursor pad. Function keys for software. 
Separate function keys. Separate numeric keypad. 
Feelers on "F" and "J". Separate pull down menu keys 



WR 



Internal 



3? ' <DiskjDrive 






Yes. now you really can fit a 3i" Drive B into the PCW 8256 and the PCW 951 2 
with our remarkably straightforward DIY Kit! No soldering, no special skills 
required, you only supply commonsense and a cross-head screwdriver! 

THINK OF THE ADVANTAGES. * Professional Quality Drive * Costs less 
than a 3" drive * Uses cheaper, readily available disks * Works just like a 
standard 3" Drive B * Upwardly compatible with the new PCW with 3;" disk 
drive - coming soon! * Transfer data to other 3;" drive computers * No obso- 
lescent technology; disks and replacement drives will be available lor years to 
come. NB Not compatible with Isenstein Ramdrive. 

Our high quality (TEAC FD235F) 1 megaByte Drive B (720K formatted. 706K 
under LocoScript) is fully compatible with your existing PCW software. No extra 
software is required. Data Transfer Software is available; see below. Simple, 
comprehensive Installation Instructions for DIY. 

* FD3.5 - 8 3.5" Internal Drive B for the 8256 (£78.22 + VAT) = £91.90 

* FD3.5 - 9 3.5" Internal Drive B for the 9512 (£78.22 + VAT) = £91.90 

EXTERNAL SWITCHABLE 3.5" DISK DRIVE 
An additional Drive B for the PCW 8512, or 8256 with a second drive. Switches 
electronically between internal 3" and external 3' 2" B Drives when you insert a 
disk. No unreliable mechanical switching! NB Not compatible 
with Isenstein Ramdrive. 

* FD3.5 - SW 3.5" switchable. additional Drive B (£100 + VAT) =£117.50 

NB. All 3.5' Disk Drives are supplied with Transfer Software to run on a PC with 
3.5" Drive. However, we strongly recommend:- 

MOONSTONE 2 IN 1 PCW/PC Transfer Software tor any PCW. Formats a 3.5" 
Disk in MSDOS ready for a PC. When purchased with a Drive £25.95 



PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES 



• * SPECIAL OFFER - WHILE STOCKS LAST * • 

Amstrad CPS8256 Interface (see below) (£31.91 + VAT) = £37.50 

AMSTRAD FAX MACHINES 

Only require ONE telephone line 

Fax, Telephone, Answerphone, Copier, Printer, Fax Modem, Scanner 

FREE one year on-site Warranty 

FX9600AT Fax with Answerphone (£535.32 + VAT) = £629 

FX 9600T As above, without Answerphone (£434.04 + VAT ) = £510 

CABLES 

PRINTER/FAX CABLE for PCW 8256/8512 (interface required) £9.95 

PRINTER/FAX CABLE PCW 9512 £7.95 

SCANNER CABLE FX9600 to ProSCAN Interface £9.95 

KEYBOARD EXTENSION All PCWs £5.95 

PRINTER EXTENSION PCW 8256/8512 (2 pes) (2 Metres) £16.50 

"DONGLE" Adapts export PCW to Interface, RamPac etc £17.95 

INTERFACES 

Serial/Parallel Interfaces for PCW 8256/8512 printer connection and all PCWs 
Data Transfer 

SCA Professional. Highly regarded, full featured (£41 .70 + VAT) = E49 

SCA Professional Plus. As above plus clock/calendar (£50.21 ♦) = £59 

PCW MOUSE AMX type, with Interface and the all important through 
connector for adding other peripherals (£40.43 + VAT) = £47.50 

3.5 INCH DISKS When purchased with a drive £8. Separately £9.95 

DISK STORAGE AMS 10 (ten 3" disks) while slocks last £3.95 

LOCKABLE 3.5" DISK STORAGE 

Datafile 40 (holds 40 disks) £7.95 Datafile 80 (holds 80) £8.95 



SPARE PARTS 



Brand New Service replacement Drives 

FD1 500K (180K/side) repl. Drive A lor 8256/8512 (£67.23 +) = £79 

FD4 1Mb (720K) 9512 A Drive, or any PCW B Drive (£105.53 +) ■ £124 

Some other spares are available from stock, or to order. Please phone. 






Dimensions: Width 470mm, Depth 180mm, Height 40mm. © 

PCW 102 Replacement Keyboard (£63.79 + VAT) = £74.95 



From those really people!— Maps— Menus— Newsletters— Order Forms— 



Minimum order £10. Next day Courier Delivery £9 
Bold prices Include VAT and UK post. Normally by return 
Send cheques Money orders: or PIc'LA/Govt orders to: 

SILICON CITY 

Mail order only: Dept 8, Postal Buildings, 

Ash Street, Windermere, Cumbria LA23 3EB 

Access/Visa orders: 

Telephone 09662 88707 

(Coolchance Ltd) 



Case in Point 



Pearls of Wisdom 

A self-taught PCW expert in Surrey now passes on her knowledge to a 
host of eager LocoScript scholars. Karen Donaghay donned her L 
plates and went to find out more 



Mighty mail 

If it's possible in 
LocoMuil, then 
I'hilippa's friend 
John Blandl'ord can 
do it. Described as a 
programmer 
extraordinaire. John 
provides tailor- 
uritten programs in 
LocoMail. He can be 
contacted on 
(0727) 59913 



Six years ago. Philippa Weitz was 
so impatient to get her hands on 
a PCW that she marched into 
Dixons and ordered one before they had 
even arrived in the shop. "I was probably 
one of the lirst people in England to have 
one." she boasted. 

But when the PCW arrived it look 
her 20 hours to get to grips with what the 
manual called a 20 minute task. She 
battled through the jargon, staunch in her 
refusal to accept defeat. "I'm no whizz 
kid." she admitted. "Like many others. I 
learnt the hard way." 

Today she could truthfully be 
described as one of the experts and is an 
accomplished teacher of all Locomotive 
programs. Yet. even in these enlightened 
times, she feels that many people 
experience the same bewilderment as she 
did. when they encounter a new machine 
or program. 




"I try and inspire my students by showing 
them what is possible on the PCW," says 
LocoScript tutor, Philippa Weitz 



"The first twenty minutes are the hardest 
you ever do." she told us. "It's like 
running before you can walk. If a pupil 
wants me to set up LocoMail or 
LocoFile. then I send them out of the 
room until it's done. There is no point in 
confusing people." 

Having blithely dismissed the 
installation process, she then sets about 
teaching her students the parts they 
really need to know: something that 
varies from person to person. 

"Most people have an idea of what 
they want. They may tell me that they 
want to write a book or a thesis, so I 
instantly think about setting up 
templates. Or. maybe they want to keep 
names and addresses on their machine, 
so I start planning a LocoFile database." 

Back to school 

But what is a typical LocoScript student 
like? Indeed, is there any such thing? 
Philippa told us how. during her years as 
a teacher, a pattern has emerged. 

"Take a classic example. Someone 
who has been using their machine for a 
short while can usually create a 
document, edit a document and save a 
document but probably isn't terribly sure 
of how it all works. My first job is to try 
and instill confidence." 

Quite so. And that's no easy task. As 
Philippa points out. "fear is the greatest 
of all evils in the computer world." For 
the cautious student. Philippa takes a 
deep breath and musters up a few 
disaster scenes. "I get them to press 
(SHIFT] |EXTRA| |EXIT] and lose a 
document," she explained "That way 
they know what to avoid." 

Next on the agenda are basic skills. 
"I set up templates for standard letters 
and reports. They will be tailored exactly 
to the student's needs. It is better to 
teach someone how to use a template, 
before you show them how to set up a 
brand new one." 

The educational juggernaut is. by 
this stage, unstoppable. Other essential 
tools are explained. Phrases are seen as 
important. And knowing how to cut. 
delete and paste text help the pupil use 
LocoScript more fruitfully. 

But the one thing that Philippa feels 
most strongly about is the layout of a 
document. This topic has her portraying 
a fair imitation of a rather cross 
headmistress. "In my opinion, one of the 



main reasons for using a word processor 
is to get your work to a high standard. 
There is simply no excuse for bad layout 
with a PCW." 

She picks up a letter. "This." she 
said, shaking her head, "is the most 
horrendous letter I have ever seen." 
Memories of school days and the 
dreaded homework had to be firmly 
quashed at this point in the interview. 
But Philippa cannot stay the outraged 
teacher for long. "And it's from the 
recipient of an O.B.E." she added with a 
triumphant laugh. 

The dignitary in question was not 
one of Philippa's pupils - but she 
couldn't resist using the letter in her 
lessons, re-written of course, to disguise 
its true source. 

"I throw this at a new pupil and ask 
them to make any changes they like. It's 
a skills lest that gives me some idea of 
how much they know." 

Learning curve 

Hopefully, the tentative beginner will 
quickly emerge from the chrysalis as a 
fully fledged PCW user. And this can 
happen surprisingly fast. 

"Normally I see a client just once. 
They tend to get stuck on one or two 
points and just need some guidance to 
sort their system out. Occasionally I go 
back a second or a third time." 

One way of accelerating the pace is 
to bypass some of the more tortuous 
LocoScript routes. Her philosophy seems 
reasonable enough: why use three 
commands where one will do? 

She quickly filled us in. "To get bold 
text in LocoScript. you can either press 
[f3]. scroll down to the option Bold and 
press the [+] key. Or. if you are quick, 
you can just press l+JIB]. The manual 
teaches you the long way first. In my 
opinion you should teach the quickest 
method straight away." 

Another home-grown tip is a handy 
memory jogger. "If a pupil has trouble 
recalling all of the codes. B for Bold, I 
for Italics and so on, I get them to make 
a small chart for their wall." This can be 
done in seconds by pressing [+] to see 
the code menu and printing these out by 
pressing the keys [EXTRA] [PTR1 all at 
the same time. 

Just occasionally her prowess is not 
needed at all. One such case was a busy 
police recruitment office. 
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Case in Point 



"They wanted me lo set up a file on the 
PCW to show the progress of their 
recruits. At the time, they had a pinboard 
on the wall. When a recruit moved on to 
the next stage, they moved a pin. 
The problem was that they had a 
perfectly good system with pins. It was 
instantly visual and easy to use - much 
better than anything I was going to 
produce on the computer." 

Chips with everything 

So she dissuaded them from the plan: 
something she had no qualms about. 
"The idea of computerising everything in 
sight is something I am opposed to," she 
explained. She would rather leave 
computers to the things they are best at. 

In the case of the boys in blue, this 
meant setting up a LocoFile with details 
of the young hopefuls, and setting up 
LocoMail so they could send off a letter 
to lots of recruits in one go. This is 
standard fare for the busy tutor. 

"LocoMail and LocoFile are very 
popular these days." she told us. But 
when to comes to the most complicated 
LocoMail programs she opts for the easy 




Philippa has notes galore on a whole host of 
PCW topics. Her specialities are LocoScript, 
LocoFile and LocoMail. She is also something 
of an expert on the new LocoScript PC 

THE TEST OF THE BEST 



way out. Rather than try to pass on all of 
the intricacies of LocoMail programming 
she tells her clients to send the details to 
one of her contemporaries. John 
Blandford. "He is the best LocoMail 
programmer that I know of." she told us. 
(See our margin for more details.) 

Yet. despite her reluctance to get 
involved with the nitty-gritty world of 
programming. Philippa can only be 
described as a PCW fan. Or. to be more 
precise, she is a LocoScript fan. 

"I have not yet met anyone who 
knows more about LocoScript PC than I 
do," she said modestly. "I am dying to 
find someone who does, so I can ask 
them a few questions." 

And, when quizzed on the PCW 
itself, Philippa predicted a long and 
successful future. 

"It will continue to be a market 
leader for small businesses and 
individuals who want to do research or 
write a book," was her views on the 
subject. And, like so many people, her 
personal standpoint is even more telling. 
"I simply couldn't envisage life without 
it," she said. 



Why not try Phllippa's skills test for yourself. The letter on the 
left is similar to the one Philippa received from one of the 
nation's dignitaries and described as "awful". Copy this in to 
your PCW, and make it look as pretty as you can. When you 
have finished, compare notes with Philippa. Her improved 
version is shown on the right hand side. 
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For Bora than 25 years, end notably since ihe campaign led by 
teachers in Ihe UK for a Praeldant Nasser Institute of Information 
and Study Centre the need for a Pritlah- based International 
Infornatlon and Study Centre in this field hae been appreciated. 
i em accordingly now seeking your help. As Honorary Director of this 



up-to-date Information on what 



the field of 



Cenlre. 1 an seeking as a firs 
already exists; i.a 

amplification of information 
world-wide databases and organic 
electronics 

International orgnnlsnt Ions In the field and the purpooee thuy nerve 
bridging organisations (computer/educstlon/femployment) 

Any advice as to how this centre can be helped to become as 
effective as possible as both an information and a study centre: end 
offers of prectlcol assistance, will be welcomed. 

Yours sincerely 



'This LocoScript letter is truly awful," commented Philippa 



And here is what the experts say.... 
When Philippa cast her discerning eye over the document, 
several things hit her immediately. Firstly the heading came in 
for some serious criticism. 

"Too many pitch sizes are confusing. Try not to use more 
than two sizes at once." Mixing pitches 10 and 12 with pitch 
sizes 15 and 17 is a personal dislike of hers. She thinks they 
look strange together. 

Even with these alterations, the heading was still not to 
Philippa's liking. "The underlining is LocoScript is dreadful," she 
maintains. "Avoid it by using bold, italics or different pitches." 

Next in the firing line was the middle section, where three 
separate points were listed. "This is the most important part of 
the letter, yet it is very poorly set out," said Philippa. Her advice 
was to, "use the versatility of the PCW. Start by deciding on a 
symbol to highlight each point, a star perhaps. Then use [ALT] 
[TAB] to indent the rest of your point." 

Finally, the end of the letter was described as a "mix-up", 
and Philippa made the following suggestions. 

"A better way of organising this part of the text would be to 
leave 'Yours sincerely' at the left hand margin. Put the [+] [R][A] 
code directly before the date to make it right aligned. 

After a bit more tidying up, deleting the odd redundant 
space here and there, the letter was given the thumbs up. At 
last it conformed to the meticulous standards of this exacting 
LocoScript teacher. The final letter looks neat and tidy on the 
page and makes for an easy read. 




Fact file 



Philippa Weitz runs a 
business venture 
known as Molesey 
Education. She 
charges £30 an hour 
for individuals, and 
£40 for businesses. 
There is no extra 
charge for groups of 
more than one 
person. 

Molesey Education is 
by no means a one- 
man-band. Philippa 
has tutors all over the 
country who teach 
the entire range of 
Locomotive products: 
LocoMail, LocoFile, 
LocoScript and not 
forgetting LocoScript 
PC. The tuition takes 
place at the client's 
home or place of 
work and there is an 
extra charge of £10 
per hour for 
travelling expenses to 
and from the 
location. 

Further detaiLs can 
be obtained from 
Molesey Education, 
Flat 3. 10 Matham 
Road, East Molesey, 
Surrey. KT8 0SU. 
The telephone 
number is (081) 
9411364. 
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The final version is much more professional, and would do credit to 
anyone's correspondence, be they decorated or otherwise 




BOOK L 



ft 



K 



LOCOSCRIPT/LOCOMAIL/LOCOSPELL 
ASSIGNMENTS AND SOLUTIONS 

by ME Bradshaw and BM Garstang. 

£8.50 • Edward Arnold • 41 Bedford Square, London, 
WC1B 3DQ • ISBN 7131 3636 7 

VERDICT: A useful set of word processing exercises spoilt by 
some confusing accompanying text 
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If you should ever get this book, the first 
thing to do is to turn to page 40. If you 
like, you could take in the 'Objectives' 
on pages 37 to 39, just to see what you 
will be able to do by the time you have 
finished the course. 

The first 36 pages, though, are a 
mess of screen dumps from LocoScripts 
1 and 2; they would confuse even the 
most experienced LocoScript user. The 
dumps are largely unexplained by the 
scant linking text, and they often appear 
in an illogical order and without 
definitions for most of the terms used. 

At best these pages may help to jog 
the memory: they certainly will not help 
anybody new to computing. In short. 

they are best forgotten 
about. 

But from page 40 
things begin to look 
up. It is at this point 
that the 'Assignments' 
mentioned in the title 
appear (save for the 
brief 'preliminary 
exercise' on Direct 
printing unfortunately 
lost in the opening 
jungle - it still seems 
sensible that Direct 
printing should be the 
first step offered to 
converts from 
electronic typewriters, 
and so should be 
given greater weight). 
There are 38 of these 
'Assignments' often 
subdivided into 
'tasks', each with their own "objectives' 
which are well defined at the outset. 
If there were to be a National 
Curriculum course on word processing 
with LocoScript. the topics covered and 
the order in which they are tackled 
would make a pretty good basis for 
graded assessment. 

Special assignment 

With the start of these Assignments 
anyone who has got through the first 39 
pages should feel a sense of relief. The 
ratio of words to examples suddenly 
rockets, the text is clearly laid out and 
the steps to follow are well spaced and 
sensibly described. Each assignment 
begins with a brief summary of what it 



will demonstrate, and each task begins 
with a longer, more precise set of 
instructions. These always end with the 
phrase 'In order to do this proceed as 
follows' - it is comforting to read a book 
which speaks with such authority. 

In addition, it teaches good 
computing practice. Every exercise ends 
with 'Save your document', and most 
exercises also encourage thorough proof- 
reading of the document while it is still 
on screen - a surprisingly difficult skill 
to acquire. 

Ground control 

The assignments themselves cover a lot 
of ground. Beginning with the most 
basic of basics ("Plug into mains supply 
and press 'Power'), it moves on through 
creating and editing a document into the 
heady realms of LocoMail. In fact, 
LocoMail makes its first appearance in 
assignment 2 1 . barely half way through 
the book - very early when you consider 
that the normal state of affairs is to leave 
such extras as LocoMail and LocoFile to 
appear as afterthoughts. 

This links in with the main 
application that the book is preparing the 
reader for - word processing for 
business. All the examples which you 
are instructed to enter into the computer 
- these form the "exercise' part of the 
assignments - are apparently adapted 
from the same source, the general 
correspondence of a large mail order 
catalogue company. 

The originals are either given in 
"idealised" longhand, or as pre-typed 
documents, often with amendments 
written over. In this, of course, they 
make an attempt to mimic the sort of 
tasks which a real secretary or PA would 
come up against. 

And since business documents often 
use similar phrases - often right up to the 
level of the mailshot. where documents 
only differ in details - it is the skills 
involved in cutting the hard work out of 
these repetitions which the book 
concentrates on. 

LocoMail is one obvious way of 
coping with this in LocoScript 
surroundings, hence the emphasis given 
to it (if you don"t understand LocoMail. 
the book may be worth getting for that 
reason alone). But other techniques are 
also explored - phrases and blocks, for 



instance. And since the book's format is 
basically that of a tutorial, and the setting 
of mild word processing problems is part 
of the way it achieves that, it is nice to 
see that the last section of the book is a 
set of 'solutions' to these problems. 

In fact, the instructions to the 
exercises are so detailed that the 
solutions seem unnecessary, and where 
they would be helpful, the effect is rather 
spoilt by the fact that they are type set. It 
would surely have been better to have 
made these printouts from the computer 
itself; and as the point of many of the 
exercises is the layout, it seems rather 
pointless to have the solutions split over 
a page break. 

Unfortunately, this lack of attention 
to detail seems to spill over into other 
parts of the book. It is all very well 
catering for the absolute beginner by 
demonstrating how to turn on the 
computer, but the novice is also going to 
need to know how to attach the printer, 
how to format a disc, how to treat the M: 
drive and above all how to make a back 
up of both data and program discs. None 
of these are dealt with. 

No funny business 

Concentrating on business documents is 
fine, but these do not by any means 
coverall the 'tricks' of the LocoScript 
trade. The examples are all rather serious 
documents, and although the techniques 
illustrated are easily adapted to other 
situations, one can't help feeling that a 
little light relief - perhaps in the form of 
a couple of appendices on creating a 
letter head or making up tickets or some 
such - would have been appreciated. 

But the most damning problem of all 
is the confusion that is bound to arise 
over which form of LocoScript is being 
used. In fact, it is the old version. 
LocoScript 1 (which differs in many 
details from LocoScript 2). that is used 
to illustrate all the screen dumps and to 
which the text instructions refer, even in 
the sections on LocoMail and LocoSpell. 

But most people will have upgraded 
to LocoScript 2 when installing 
LocoMail and Spell, and of course. 9512 
owners will never have heard of 
LocoScript 1 anyway (by the way. this 
must be the main reservation that 9512 
owners will harbour about the book - it 
rarely touches on usual 8000 vs 9512 
bugbear, printing). 

All of which brings us back to the 
confusion of the opening few pages. 
They should have been a warning. The 
book is a good attempt to extend the 
word processing prowess of its readers; 
sadly, it also has pitfalls and confusions. 
If you wish to know about LocoMail. 
and can cope with instructions referring 
to LocoScript 1. all well and good; if not. 
look elsewhere for your second manual. 





In 1989 we launched Flipper 2 Plus, a program that could split 
your PCW between CP/M and Locoscript 2 (or between two 
lots of CP/M - or even between two lots of Locoscript 2, if you 
had enough memory). It could whisk you from one side to the 
other in as little as two seconds, without losing your place. 
Impressive stuff, you might think - until you saw its replacement. 

The all-new Flipper 3 can do 
everything Flipper 2 Plus 
could, and a whole lot more 
besides. Why just divide 
your PCW in two? If you've 
got enough memory, Flipper 
3 can split your machine into 
as many as eight separate 
sections, each one of them a 
complete CP/M or Locoscript 
2 set-up, and each one just 
seconds away. 
Flipper 3 is flexible. You choose how many sections to create, 
how large to make them and what to put in them. If you change 
your mind halfway through a session you can pool several small 
sections into one big one, or split a big section down into several 
small ones - without affecting anything else you're doing. 

Above all, Flipper 3 is easy to use. There's a menu system to 
make things simple, and a thorough manual to keep them that way. 
Even installing Flipper 3 is easy: it comes on a self-booting disk 
which you can back up and use immediately. 

If you're still rebooting your machine every time you need to 
get between CP/M and Locoscript 2, or quitting your spreadsheet 
every time you want to check your database, there's really no 
excuse. 



Please send me: 

Flipper 3 - 1 enclose a cheque<PO lor £34.95 
Foreword ■ I enclose a cheque/PO lor £44.95 
Flipper 3 & Foreword - 1 enclose a cheque PO lor £69 
Please upgrade the enclosed Flipper master disk lo Flipper 3 lor the -8256 8512 -9512 

I enclose a cheque/PO lor £1 

I've ordered Foreword above, so I'm entitled to a tree upgrade. 
NB: you must specify machine type when ordering upgrades. 
Prices include UK postage and packing, and VAT at 1 7.5V Please make all cheques payable to Software Imperative. 




Name:. 






Postcode:. 



Mail this coupon lo: 

Software Imperative. 11 Chapel Row. Queen Square, Bath, BA1 1HN 



We still sell Foreword - the word pre-processor. Whatever 
kind of writing you do - from lab reports to novels, from 
sermons to dissertations - you'll find Foreword makes 
the job quicker and easier. Don't waste time planning things on 
paper first: start typing your ideas into Foreword straight away, 
and the structure of your piece will develop naturally as you go. 

Break a topic down into 
manageable chunks, 
flesh them out with text, 
and shuffle them around 
as your ideas take shape. 
Don't worry about getting 
bogged down in details: 
Foreword's "Hide" 
function lets you fold 
your text away until only 
section headings or 
chapter titles show up on 
screen. Eight levels of detail give you complete control over 
how much or how little of the whole piece you look at. With 
Foreword you can see the wood and the trees. 

That's not all. Whether you're rewriting one paragraph or 
scrolling over a 20,000-word essay, you'll find Foreword is 
astoundingly fast. It can go from top to bottom of a 64K 
document in 3 seconds, or word-count the whole thing in 11 
seconds. 

Foreword can share memory with Locoscript 2 or CP/M, 
letting you switch backwards and forwards in just 1 second. It 
can take up as little as 112K of memory, or as much as your 
PCW has got. It can edit up to eight documents at once. It works 
with Flipper 2 Plus and Flipper 3. It's easy to install and use, with 
a 40-page manual that caters for beginners and experts alike. No 
wonder 8000 Plus magazine rated Foreword 20/20! 



Flipper 3 - £34.95 inc VAT 

Foreword - C44.95 inc VAT 

Flipper 3 & Foreword • C69 inc VAT (saving over C10). 



Flipper 3 and Foreword both require at leasl 512K ol memory: to use the programs together, 
or with non-legal CP/M programs like Mini Office and MicroDesign II. extra memory is 
essential. Both programs support current versions ol Locoscript 2 - v2 16 or later - and all 
versions ol CP/M. Hard dnves. non-standard disk lormats ana loreign-language keyboards 
may cause problems - please check before ordering. 

Software Imperative, 1 1 Chapel Row, Queen Square. Bath, BA1 IHN. proprietor A.J.Wilton, 
tel (0225)425315 

All trademarks acknowledged 
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Daisy Change 



Take the strain out of choosing and using a daisy with 
our complete round up of popular print wheels! 



Printer Pack 

If you arc going lobe 
adventurous in your 
use or choice of 
printwheels, the 
Printer Support Pack 
I mi n Locomotive is 
un essential ally. It 
costs £35.19 including 
VAT, and includes 
everything you ure 
ever going to want for 
using u printer on the 
9512, 8512 or 8256. 
Locomotive are 
available on (0306) 
74(1606. 







Competition! 

Win the printwhcel of 
your choice in this 
month's special 
competition! All you 
have to do is to find 
the answer to our 
simple question, send 
it in on the hack of a 
postcard together 
with your choice of 
wheel (use this 
feature to help you 
choose!) to: Daisy 
Competition, 8000 
Plus, 29 Monmouth 
Street. Bath BA I 2AP 
by June 27lh; the 
first three correct 
entries to be drawn 
from the hat will win! 
And the question? 
Simple. What is the 
Latin for 'daisy'? 



One of the big problems with a 
daisywheel printer is its lack of 
variety. Wilh the one 
priniwheel. there is liitle scope for 
changing your image. A business letter 
will have the same prim as a friendly 
note, and a thesis will look as imposing 
as a short memo. 

But, as these pages show, there is a 
wide variety of printwheels available for 
the 95 1 2: it is easy and not too costly to 
put them into operation - especially in 
LocoScript. the program wilh which we 
will be working here. 

Having chosen and obtained (he 
wheels that you need (the examples 
below give a flavour of each), you 
simply need to tell the computer a few 
details of your new wheel, in particular 
the 'character set", the 

'character style' and the 
number of letters per 
inch (he wheel is 
designed to print. 
The 
'character set' 
tells the computer 
what is on each 
spoke, and 
corresponds to the 
language or country 
the wheel is meant for. 
The 'character style' is the 
wheel's name. The pitch is the 
number that follows the name on the 
wheel itself- Prestige Pica 10. Script 12. 
Mini Gothic 15. or Thesis PS are all 
examples. Occasionally a wheel will 



have two numbers. In this case, you can 
choose to set up either, or both, and the 
print will still look convincing. It is 
important to get the pitch information 
correct. If you don't, you may end up 
wilh gibberish. 

Your LocoScript start of day disc is 
probably set up to deal with the English 
(or UK) character set. If so you can 
introduce new English wheels without 
any problem (we will come to changing 
character sets later). The procedure is 
clearly outlined in the 9512 manual 
(beginning on page 277). 

Make sure that you are in the disc 
management screen when you siart. and 
press |f6|. Move the cursor down to the 
'New Character Style' line and press 
| ENTER 1. Put in the name of the wheel, 
together with its pitch, and move to 
•Create new Style' [ENTER]. Now exit 
through the menus, selecting to store the 
information to SETTINGS.STD on drive 
A: This new wheel is now fixed on your 
start of day disc, and will be offered as 
an option whenever you change wheels. 

If you want to introduce a new 
character set. you will need some extra 
software - the Printer Support Pack from 
Locomotive. Again excellently 
documented, you will find all the files 
you will ever need for character sets on 
the Printwheels disc. And if you can't, 
there is a program to help you create a 
file of your own. 

To make a character set available, 
simply copy it from group 2 of the 
support disc to group of your start of 




1 PRESTIGE PICA 10 



day disc, via 

group of the 

M: drive. Now 

open up the |f6| 

menu, move to the 

For Character Set line, and 

press |ENTER|. Your new language set 

should be listed, and available for 

selection as necessary. 

Setting up a document for a new 
wheel is also quite simple - when 
editing, go through f l=Actions into the 
Document setup, and select f6=Printing. 
A familiar set of menus will appear. 
From these, select set and style to match 
your requirements. 

And two other things - make sure 
that you have set the correct pilch within 
the document layout, and don't forget to 
put the correct wheel into the printer! 

All this, of course, refers to 
LocoScript. It is possible to use different 
wheels in CP/M. although you may find 
thai the characters on the more obscure 
wheels cannot be printed to screen using 
the regular CP/M character sets. 

There are several different ways of 
setting up CP/M for different 
daisywheels. dependent on the software 
you are running. But at the most basic- 
level, if you stick to the English (or your 
default) set. you can introduce many of 
your wheels by selecting the correct 
pitch in the printer control state. Or you 
could, if you were feeling brave, use the 
printer codes in BASIC. To use the 
wheels properly, though, you will still 
need Locomotive's Printer Support Pack. 

2 RECTA 10 



THE 8000 PLUS CHARACTER 
TEXT GIVES A QUICK BURST 
OF ALMOST ALL THE @*!JZ& 
LETTERS ON A 9512 
DAISYWHEEL. The 8000 Plus 
character text gives a 
quick burst of almost all 
the <#]jz/ letters on a 
9512 daisywheel. 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
abedef ghi jklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
0123456789?%" '-+= 



THE B0DD 
TEXT GIVES 
OF ALMOST 
LETTERS 
DAISYWHEEL. 
character 
quick burst 
the <#]jz/ 



PLUS CHARACTER 

A QUICK BURST 

ALL THE §*!JZ& 

ON A 9512 

The 8000 Plus 

text gives a 

of almost all 

letters on a 



9512 daisy-wheel. 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVUXYZ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvujxyz 
0123456789?%"'-+= 






The standard wheel that comes bundled with the 9512 printer. 
It gives good, strong all-round lettering. If you wish to 
experiment with the basic 10 pitch format, try 10 D (the D is 
for 'Double spaced') for emphasis, or 12 or PS to bunch the 
letters up. The effects are interesting and surprisingly good. 



A typewriter face. Its characters are more squared than most, 
but at the same time the lines are slightly wiry. All this means 
that it gives a lot of breathing space, and the effect is light 
and airy. This makes it an ideal style for personal letters. Bold 
printing in this script looks awful. 
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THE 8000 PLUS CHARACTER 
TEXT GIVES A QUICK BURST 
OF ALMOST ALL THE a*! JZ& 
LETTERS ON A 9512 
DAISYWHEEL. The 8000 Plus 

CHARACTER TEXT GIVES A 
QUICK BURST OF ALMOST ALL 
THE <#]JZ/ LETTERS ON A 
9512 DAISYWHEEL. 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

ABCDEF6HI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

0123456789?%"'-+= 



An imposing printwheel, with the curious distinction of have no 
lower case letters - just smaller upper case ones! This makes 
it very assertive, useful for official documents, forms and 
other strongly-worded statements. The computing equivalent 
of block capitals, it is a very aptly named typeface. 



5 LETTER GOTHIC 10/12 






THE 8000 PLUS CHARACTER TEXT 
GIVES A QUICK BURST OF ALMOST 
ALL THE @*!0Z& LETTERS ON A 
9512 DAISYWHEEL. The 8000 Plus 
character text gives a quick 
burst of almost all the <//]jz/ 
letters on a 9512 daisywheel. 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
abcdefghi jklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
0123456789?%"'-+= 



This is one of those wheels which can be used at either 10 or 
12 characters per inch, and still look good. Here it is 12 
pitch. The script style is quite plain, with no frills such as 
serifs - the little 'cross lines' that appear at the extremities of 
letters in other styles. Good for no-nonsense documents • 
such as essays and theses - whichever pitch they're used at. 



7 MINI GOTHIC 15 



THE 8000 PLUS CHARACTER TEXT GIVES A 
QUICK BURST OF ALMOST ALL THE «*!JZ& 
LETTERS ON A 9512 DAISYWHEEL. The 8000 
Plus character text gives a quick burst 
of almost all the <#]jz/ letters on a 
9512 daisywheel. 
ABCDEFGH I JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
abcdef gh I jk Imnopqrstuvwxyz 
0123456789?*"'-+= 



The smallest typeface available, completing the range of the 
Gothic style in all pitches. As before, there are no serifs, 
which makes the text legible, despite its small size. Ideal for 
notes and memos on smaller size paper, it will inevitably look 
very dense and crowded on a large page. Nevertheless, 
lawyers might feel at home with it! 



4 PRESTIGE ELITE 12 



THE 8000 PLUS CHARACTER TEXT 
GIVES A QUICK BURST OF ALMOST 
ALL THE @*!JZ& LETTERS ON A 
9512 DAISYWHEEL. The 8000 Plus 
character text gives a quick 
burst of almost all the <#]jz/ 
letters on a 9512 daisywheel. 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
abcdefghi jklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
0123456789?%"'-+= 



A smaller version of Prestige Pica 10. Note the effect on the 
document of being reduced to pitch 12: we changed nothing 
in the document apart from the pitch setting and the wheel. 
Because the text is more closely spaced, the overall effect is 
a darker page, especially if it is full of text. 



6 SCRIPT 12 



THE 8000 PLUS CHARACTER TEXT 
GIVES A QUICK BURST OF ALMOST 
ALL THE @*!Jl& LETTERS ON A 
9512 VA1SYWHEEL. The. 8000 Plu.6 
dkcLiacXeji text gi.vlt> a qu^Lck 
butit o{ almost oJUL the. <*}jz/ 
■LeXteM.6 on a 9572 dal4yujhe.el. 
ABCVEFGHTJKLMN0PQRSTUVWXY1 
abe.de.(,glu.jklmnopq>i4tu.vu)xyz 
0123456789?%"'-+= 




The italic wheel for the 9512. A little florid for some people, 
perhaps, but it may be just the thing for you! Not the script to 
use in writing abroad, because of the unfamiliar look of some 
of the characters, it could add a nice variety to your output to 
friends and relatives in this country. A shame that if s only 
available in pitch 12. not in pitch 10. 



8 THESIS PS 



THE 8000 PLUS CHARACTER 
TEXT GIVES A QUICK HURST 
OF ALMOST ALL THE @*!JZ6 
LETTERS ON A 9512 

DAISYWHEEL. The 8000 Plus 
character text gives a quick 
burst of almost all the <#]jz/ 
letters on a 9512 daisywheel. 
AHCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY 
Z 

abcdef ghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
0123456789?%'"-+= 



PS stands for proportional spacing, which means that each 
letter takes up space according to its size. Hence an "I" will 
take up less space than an "M" (notice how the capitals take 
up space compared to the lower case letters). This is the way 
professional printers work, and so the output looks very good, 
and will surely improve a corporate or academic image. 
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Going Greet 

The manual in the 
Printer Support 
Pack suggests that 
the Greek Latin 
wheels cannot be 
used with CP/M. In 
fact, the wheels are 
just the same as any 
others, and so will HI 
into the printer and 
will work, whatever 
software you arc 
running. Once it is 
physically in place, 
with the correct 
pitch spacing 
selected, you will 
have to experiment 
to see which 
character on screen 
activates which 
character on (he 
w heel. You may end 
up with gibberish in 
your computer file, 
but your print out 
should be fine. 

WAVE Power 

Most of the 
printwheels that 
we have used in 
this article were 
obtained from 
WAVE - to whom we 
extend our thanks! 
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Wheel Dealing 



The following 
suppliers stock only 
English wheels: A lo 
Z Computers (081 
7441834) and A won 
(081 335 31801 ask 
£5.95 for each wheel 
line VAT): SBS (0273 
423523) charge £6.50 
per wheel, and PCW 
World (0384 66269) 
and M.ic (0462 
481 166) both do the 
wheels for £6.95 
including VAT. 
West of Britain (0558 
823782), Caspell 
(0202 666155) and 
Compumart (0509 
610444) all ofTer 
details of foreign 
wheels over the 
phone, besides 
stocking all 9 English 
wheels. 

Finally, WAVE stock 
every wheel available 
(and are the only 
people to do so) at 
£4.96 (English) and 
£9.41 (Foreign - 
including the Russian 
wheel) each. 






Un des 


homines 


debout 


devant 1 


a porte se 


tourna 


vers la maison et cria: 


( -Allons , 


allons, 


Medina, 


v'la que 


qa sonne! 




11 avait 


peut-etre 


trente 


ans. C 


6tait un 


grand 


paysan, 


que les 


longs 


travaux < 


ies champs 


n' avaie 


ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 


abedef gh 


L iklmnopqrs 


tuvwxyz 


1234567890aeuc<§S§0 





-jQue bien esta en la 
cuenta el senor! - dijo 
Chinquiznaque-. Bien par- 
ece que no se acuerda de 
aquel refran que dice: 
"Quien bien quiere a 
Beltran, bien quiere a su 
can." 

-Pues ^en que modo puede v 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
abedefghi jklmnopqrs tuvwxyz 
1234567890*9Nrl§'~ x <,?j !RsV 



A little bit of Maupassant to show how easy it is to prepare for 
1992! All the accents you would expect are here, as are a few 
more unexpected bits and pieces. One curious omission is the 
'double guillemot 1 speech marks which are often used on the 
continent Although we are illustrating Prestige Pica 10, 
French wheels are available in all the other styles. 



11 GREEK LATIN RECTA 10 


AvSpa poi evvette, Mouoa, 


iroXuTponov, oq paXa noXXa 


nXaYX 01 "!. ettei Tpoinc. lEpov 


JTTOAlEBpOV ETTEpOE: TTOXXuV 


6 ' avBpunuJv i 6ev aaTEa koi 


voov Eyvu, noXXa 6 ' o y'ev 


novTu hqBev a\yea ov Kara 


Bupov, apvupEVOC, nv te 


(|>UXn v KQI VOOTOV ETaipUV. 


ABrAEZHBIKAMNEQnPITYiDXVn 


aBYOE^nBiKXpv^onpo'Tuipx'liu) 


THIS WHEEL DOES LATIN TOO! 


If only Homer had had a PCW... 3 Greek wheels are avaiable, 


in pitches 10 and 15. Unfortunately none of them are PS 


wheels, which is a shame as the Recta 10 does seem to leave 


a lot of space between letters. Most accents are available, but 


there are no rough or soft breathings. Besides the Greek 


letters there is a set of capital 'Latin' letters. 



Question marks and exclamation marks not just the right way 
up, but upside down as well! Again a full range of signs and 
accents, including the Peseta symbol. As with most of the 
European wheels, the basic characters are as on the English 
wheels - it is only the special characters that differ, as 
Cervantes seems intent on showing us in this extract. 



12 RUSSIAN ARTISAN 10/12 



Hy, KHH3b, TeHy-H u JlyKKa 
noMecTbH <t>aMMjiMM BoHanapTe. 
HeT, h bsm Bnepefl roBopio, ecjw 
bw MHe He CKaweTe, mto y Hac 
BofiHa, ec/iM bw eme no3BO/inTe 
ce6e 3amnmaTb Bee raaocTM, Bee 
ywacw 3Toro aHTMxpvicTa (npaBO, 

Ft BepiO, t|TO OH aHTHXpHCT - ), Fi 

Bac 6onbuie He 3Hao, bu yw He 

MOM BepHUM pa6, KaK Bbl TOBOPHTe 

ABBrflE«3MKJlMHOnPCTyrtjXI4miimbblb3IOfl 
a6Brflew3MKnMHonpcTy<t>xumuiu^bib3iOB 



Another double-pitch wheel, this is illustrated at pitch 12; it is, 
in fact, the only Russian wheel available. Besides the normal 
Cyrillic letters there are various Ukranian ones as well, 
together with the arable numerals (except 1). The script is 
bold and remarkably clear, despite the intricacies of the 
Russian alphabet. War and Peace seems almost readable! 



THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO PRINT WHEELS FOR THE 9512 - WITH ORDER CODES 
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K 
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PRESTIGE 
PICA 10 


GB032 


DK032 


F032 


D032 


— 


1032 


NL032 


N032 


P032 


E032 


S032 


CF032 


CD 032 


TR032 


US 032 


COURIER 10 


GB045 


DK045 


F045 


D045 


GR045 


1045 


NL045 


N045 


P045 


E045 


S045 


CF045 


CD 045 


TR045 


US 045 


RECTA 10 


GB085 


DK085 


F085 


D085 


GR085 


1085 


NL085 


N085 


P085 


E085 


S085 


CF085 


CD 085 


TR085 


US 085 


ORATOR 10 


GB225 


DK225 


F225 


D225 




1225 


NL225 


N225 


P225 


E225 


S225 


CF225 


CD 225 


TR225 


US 225 


LETTER 
GOTHIC 10/12 


GB401 


DK401 


F401 


D401 





1401 


NL401 


N401 


P401 


E401 


S401 


CF401 


CD 401 


TR401 


US 401 


PRESTIGE 
ELITE 12 


GB033 


DK033 


F033 


D033 





1033 


NL033 


N033 


P033 


E033 


S033 


CF033 


CD 033 


TR033 


US 033 


SCRIPT 12 


GB608 


DK 608 


F608 


D608 





1608 


NL608 


N608 


P608 


E608 


S608 


CF608 


CD 608 


TR608 


US 608 


MINI 
GOTHIC 15 


GB224 


DK224 


F224 


D224 


GR224 


1224 


NL224 


N224 


P224 


E224 


S224 


CF224 


CD 224 


TR224 


US 224 


THESIS PS 


GB805 


DK805 


F805 


D805 





1805 


NL805 


N805 


P805 


E805 


S805 


CF805 


CD 805 


TR805 


US 805 


I 


The Russia Artisan 10/12 is the only Cyrillic wheel available • code X140 















36 June 91 



" 



M Two Programs EVERY PC W should have! 




NEW! 

pcw-2inl Version 2 is now (he 
ultimate Disc Manager for the 
PCW. Automatically handling 
both PCW discs and those from an 
IBM-PC or compatible, you can 
use 2inVs windows and cursors to 
move around Discs and Groups quickly and easily, 
marking any number of files for copying or deletion 
with a single keystroke, on either type of disc. 

pcw-2inl Version 2 runs on all PCW models, will 
format or verify both PCW and IBM-PC discs, and 
even lets the PCW9512 use PCW8256 CF2-type 
discs! 

pcw-2inl costs £29.95, or comes FREE with a 3.5" 
second drive for PCW8256/9512 at just £109.95 
(includes full cabling and instructions). 




pcw-ToolKit Version 2 is the lead- 
ing disc recovery program for the 
Amstrad PCW. Specially de- 
signed, it makes full use of the 
PCW's screen and keyboard to 
allow anyone to recover damaged 
discs and data easily. 



Many of the commonest disc faults can be repaired 
by pcw-ToolKit almost automatically. Would you 
wait for a fire before getting an extinguisher? Buy a 
copy of pew -ToolKit now and find out what it can 
do before you next get that "Missing Address 
Mark"! 

pcw-ToolKit costs just £29.95 

How much are YOUR files worth? 



Also available : 

pcw-MFU - UseoaierCP/M,PCandBBCdiscsonlhePCW8xxx £49.95 

Blank Discs : 

TEN High-Quality, Branded 3.5" discs in library box £11.95 

TEN Amsoft/Maxell 3" discs £19.95 



Please ask for further details and our full catalogue of PCW Software anil Disc Drives. All prices sliown includt V. AT. 
and delivery within the U.K . except where otherwise stated. VISA/ACCESS accepted. Foreign enquiries welcome. E&OE 



computing 

Unit 14 

Strathclyde Business Centre 

Clyde Street 

CLYDEBANK Q81 1PF 

Tel. 041-941-3120 



THIS MONTHS SPECIAL OFFERS ^SI?^ E a Z^ m - 

10 AMSOFT IN AMSTRAD FANFILE £18.99 TECHNIQUE 102 KEYBOARD E74 95 SEND SAE F0R FREE CATALOGUE OR 

AMSOFT CF2 DISKS £16.99 per 10 SCA 512K RAMpAC _^ MQQ TELEPHONE 0384-66269 ANYTIME. 

w^SST* S£5 KEMPSTON MOUSE ft SOFTWARE. .£49.95 CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 

MICRODESIGN 11 £42.50 i _ , nOO/l CCOCQ Q assxw 

AMSTRAD CPS8256 (Interface) £29.95 LOCOMAIL £7.95 [A. U004 - OO^OS jggj 

ZEEEEEE3 

S UAN J'.T Y „' „.„19 2 r ? 50 dBase II £34.50 LocoScript PC £105.00 COPYHOLDERS PRINTER STANDI 

Maxell 3" Uncased £9.95 £16.99 £33.50 £83.00 Mini flHiro Prof P9fi QS I nr-nlinl. C9Q cm nULUCHO rnin I CH 3 UW9 

Maxell r Cased £1295 £23.25 £46.50 £115.00 SX^T^HS™ S„ « i,« „■« f iSos Copyarm £6.95 Adjustable £12.95 

Amsoti 3" uncased £9.95 £16.99 £33.50 £83.00 Microdesign 2 £42.50 ProScan & free gilt £1 79.95 A 4 P rjpBktQn £11 95 Ad with naner trav £17 95 
Amsotts-Cased £12.95 £23.25 £46.50 £115.00 — ■ ■ ■ .at . ■ n ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ rtq ueswop t.n.33 Agj. witn paper iray t.i{.ag 

Rigid 3" Plastic Cases £3 50 £6 45 £1145 £25.00 Mu^^'fvllfU.r^iYr-V'.VrXfvil^t .Irwstick ft Interline C5.00 

DiskLabeis3- co-is £0.85 £1.50 £2.50 \* W^f^7l'I^W^=mi'];l gagagfgWBBI/JM| Fax Stand & Trav £39.00 

31 2' Disks £4.95 £7.95 £14.95 £35.00 . ^^T-T- "_ " """ * - ^^T 

51 4- Disks £2.50 £4 95 £9.50 £22.00 k'B ffTrl [»-■ J ; TsTH : ]■ V' |TT3TK^ai Memory Upqrades256K Chips £19.95 

■ /in i ll l U ll' i l l l l l l M i r M SCA 512 k RAM PAC - Plug in 'n' Go £104.00 

Three titles now available by renowned programmer. Other sizes P.O.A. 

30 CF2 Capacity £7.95- 60 CF2 Capacity £11.95 Geoffrey Childs. 

Both sizes complete with dividers, keys etc. Small 5 capacity "PCW: BASIC TUTORIAL"! An Interactive Disk 

Box £2.95 Holds CF2 only. 3" Head Cleaning Kit £4.95 ba! >ed course of 6 lessons. Ideal for the novice. „.-,, ,_.. „ -. , 

siM-nfekhM ipni-anfaas mranc a ni,i«r4as includes a mini extended Basic £13.95 TE AC 31/2 B Drive: includes FREE software 

"PCW: PEEK & POKE" an advanced course of to read PCW Disks on a PC compatible. 

15 chapters, complete with exercises £12.95 External, Plug in W Go £89.95 

"PCW: STREAMLINED BASIC" Much valuable Software to read PCW disks on a PC 

_, , , . . ° .; „ .. .. information nol lo be found elsewhere - improve f-nmnntihio cm oc 

E'a^S.h.ack, S3 gg SWS^rir S - COmP ' e,eWi,h E18 95 aMoum ft Interface tllfs 

t^Amm,.^™**,™*"" SSSfS^mtWa III I J Kempston Mouse & Software £59.95 

Most cassette ribbons availoble. Phone lor prices. I '. t - ■ -I jgW J 1 1 Il\ "A ~ . ' 3 i W ,', 1 II n [ =1 U'l ■ 1 1 L*M ProScan £179. 95 

£12.95 U m 'rii.'Wi»\^dr«UiI»TTPP*^aBa»yt : THB Amstrad CPS8256 interlace £29.95 

Utilities, Programming Languages, Databases Editors, 
PAPER - FANFOLD, MICROPERFED, 70 GSM Graphics, Games, Tutorials, Basic programs. We have 

aa qtv r ii"vQ,„" otv P the largest selection of Clip Art for DTP users. All 

Whitebond 200 £5 95 Whitebond 500 £7 95 formats: Microdesign 2. Stoppress. Desktop Publisher, Data format transfer service 500 plus formats 
Whilebond 500 £8 95 Whitebond 1000 £13 95 Newsdesk Int. and Print Master - All £4.95 per disk 3" <-> 31/2" <-> 51/4" 

Whitebond 1 ,000 £14*95 60 gsm White 2'ooo £1955 SGSUISsleM^^lSK °T P /' n,sh .°P '° r . . IBM p C (and compatible), Apple Mac, etc. etc 

Whilebond 2,000 £20.95 ri W i 256 i 85 d 2 0r P D C W951 2 wi h Dot matnx, Pnnl £9.95 per disk inclusive. 

Letterheads. Signs, Banners, Calendars includes 120+ 
labels - fanfold, ouality labels wont jam printeb Graphics and 8 fancy fonts. 

1 ACROSS 1,000 2.000 8,000 G/114 PRINTMASTER GRAPHICS 2.000 Pics for use 

2m x 17(ib £6.45 £11.95 £37.00 with GV101 on four disks. 

3K2XS/16 £5.45 £10.50 £35.00 G/1 16 MICRODESIGN & STOP PRESS GRAPHICS 

3ij x 1 7 is £6.45 £11 .95 £39.00 Over 2,000 files stored on 1 6 disks alphabetically. 

PCW DUSTCOVERS 2 pee £8.95 3 pee £1 0.95 DO YOU NEED A GRAPHIC FOR YOUR DTP? Send 

a large SAE for FREE catalogue OR telephone 0384 

66269 for same day posl. 



HIGH QUALITY DISKS 



SOFTWARE 



DISK BOXES - HOLD 3" OR 3i/2" DISKS 



HIGH QUALITY RIBBONS FROM £2.99 



ANTIGLARE FILTERS 



£22.95 



FREE SOFTWARE FROM THE PUBLIC 

_DOMAIN- OVER 150 DISKS £4.95ea 

CONTINUOUS PAPER & LABELS ■l]|||iil4^J^I-kkilii^-IIiliJ ? LliJ-LdJ^ ! |H-? ! M^I=i-lil-]HiB DON T THROW AWAY YOUR USED 

FABRIC RIBBONS: REINK FOR £1.45ea 



PCW-WORLD 

COTSWOLD HOUSE, CRADLEY HEATH 
WARLEY. B64 7NF FAX: 0384 66269 

ALL PRODUCTS GUARANTEED, ALL PRICES 
INCLUDE VATS, DELIVERY. WE ACCEPT CREDIT 

CARD, CHEQUE, POSTAL ORDER & LOCAL 
AUTHORITY, GOVERNMENT PURCHASE ORDERS 



REMEMBER, OUR PRICtS INCLUDE VtT & DELIVERY! 



A Small Selection From Our Warehouse 

Hardware & Peripherals (Offers While Stocks Last) 

We are the only company in the world that stock 

every print-wheel for the 9512. 

And also have the Russia X140 (Artisan 10/12) printwheel 

ENGLISH WHEELS £4.96 + £1.15 

FOREIGN WHEELS £9.41 + £1.15 

3.5" Second drive for your PCW 

In a neat slimline case, takes power from the computer 

RRP £89.95 WAVE SPECIAL £69.95 + £3.45 P&P 

CAMBRIDGE Z88 

Ex-demo, working with 3 months warranty 

ONLY £129.00 + £3.45 p&p 

Data transfer kit cable t software for PCW (Req. CPCS8256) £26.21 + £2.30 

CPS8256 serial/parallel interface RRP £68.94 special £39.95 + £2.30 p&p 

1 1 Amsoft disks, box of 10 for only 
DS for all 3" drives 
t FREE disk box. If stated. _ 

Do You Want To Save Money? ' " 15 P&P 

Then send for our TRADE PRICE LIST. State for which products ond enclose 3 22p Stomps 

Ribbon PCW 8256 FN PICT 2 1 1 .98 5.0(1 E 

Ribbon PCW 8256 MS _ PKT2 13.98 6,24 E 

Ribbon PCW 8256, FN Colours Available in Red, Brown, Slue, Green, Purple PKT 2 13.32 6.90 E 

Ribbon PCW 9512 FN PKT 2. 7.70 5.40 E 

Ribbon PCW 9512 MS PKT 2 7.70 4.62 E 

Blank Disks & Software 

Supercolc 2 Z" .."__. 69.95 29.95C 

3" Thesaurus Deluxe version 2 (requires LocoFile & LocoScript 2) 19.95 1 1.97 E 

locoFile, for LocoScript 2 Please Slate 8 or 9 Series 34.95 24.46 D 

LocoScript 2 29.95 23.36 D 

LocoScript 2 + LocoSpell 2 „ 39.90 28.33 D 

3.50" DS/DD WABASH/VERBATIM BULK * lobels PKT 10 4.25 E 

Phone for latest lowest ever prices on SAGE Software & Stationery! 

Eng. Mainland post & iro: (A) £S.7S (BK4.60 (CI £3.45 (D) E2.30 (E)£1.15 <F) S8p. (ANO 3 doy £10.35 

Neil Day £13.80, COD + £2 30, Max UX post dig. £8.05 per 20kg/£500. All prices include VAT. All sales subject la our 

Trode Terms ol Trading. W.A.V.E. (Trade Dept. 8000 9104) Walney Audio Visual Electrical 

Distribution. 1 Buccleuch Street, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, LA14 1SR. 

Tel: 0229-870000 (6 lines) Hours: Mon-Fri 10.00-5.00 
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1 4.95 



ZflSZ Improve Your Capacity... JZ2Z*. 

Genuine branded discs Guaranteed quality from names you can trust 
©TDK 



I Quantify 5 , JO 20 


AMSOFT 3' CF2 9.50 


17.50 33.50 


TDK 35"MF2-DD 


11.50 2150 


TDK 5.25" MPD 


7.00 12.50 



HP DESKJET USERS - LOOKI 4 4 + 



PCW 102 Keyboard. 
ProSCAN 



£79.00 
£184.00 

JYfHfCOLOUP. refills 
for DESKJET printers. 
BLACKBLIEREDGREENBBOWN 
WX£T- CYAM-MAGBfTA ■ YELL OW 



£14.95 

r rwr^oaJ 



C*J .| p^, m . . nnJ D, AVCW. 90O0- arc L <KtM»*vo 
',•',11 Mi, So*fw»T». IK Ehrf. W<fr ' n jgyujLWgjgJflfT. 

Add extra memory instantly... 
SCA 512k Rampac £104.58 
SCA 768k Fsampac £128.08 
SCA 1.5Mb Ftampac £222.08 
Interfaces t serial/parallel I 
SCA Pro interface £55.00 

SCA Pro* interface £65.00 



The easiest way to tpgrade " 

Put disc swapping behind you... 
Vortex System 2000 Hard Drives 
20 Mbyte £351.33 

30 Mbyte ;.<ab.iL^-.i £423.00 
40 Mbytei-L«»s»»iLoc«.i £493.50 
60 Mbyte i- ocoScre * i.o«f *i £622.75 
Optional 512k Ram exp £69.33 





Improve Your Image... 

HIGH QUALITY CLP ART |for MicroDesign2:-| 
XMASCLP 

CIO.OO 

MUSICAL CLP 
CIO.OO 

TOOLBOX CLP 

CIO.OO 

GIANT FONT 
DISCS cio.oo 



-if- 



A doc fufl ot scokwqi ,WM ond CJl l*s -o- VcroOicj^. 
VoKff g'f 'ags. pace corcrt. Chrrslrvn catk <tfe. Jncticln 
decora? vc cjWwj twuoq)**. lyiroob cro *'od>u r o •«•>•>. 

Ful ol »**!eNHj ond to* irawngs o 1 fusical iwrrvjnen's bo'l- 
•fatfiona! and wcdim. Tor u» w*h MKroOMotf- our lor 

VliMC SoC«ry r*wt^9Ti. K"OQ* prOJ-Ctl. C »-St If <ltff 

'Sgn 'osoWb" trow ot a* ^4 o' loota nclud4N} co-pertiy 

7 ■ 



cfccoro"-g, goicw-r-g *tc. Joe contam 



cUM 



W«roOMy2 -WO* •* £Ul 

E-ocK ry* o double donaiiy ax cortarmj ?\ M#». Qim> FoH» 

eonasl o' 6*. liiju-'moJuf*.— choroclat* lot evening yo>r ow- 

Borr«r» on co^"txu» pope. 

'Jioc' - I*/f5i t)*c? - tijAUOlA'. "tac:3-O.inHll0f<1 




Do you require tuition on ProSCAN or MicroDesign2? 
Be trained in your own home or workploce anywhere 
in the UK by Rod Portent. Only £80 per day (* trove/i 

'...one of ocr most experienced users' MioroDesigner3 

' we receive gfowing reports' MicroDesigner4 

'...modestly priced hefa: 8000* July 1990 



R0OESIQM 



Dope a 

195 MILWABDS 

HARLOW 

ESSEX CM19 4SJ 



■■<.m».r.r.»fl 



ft> .> .-4/ arrirs arc des/xitchetJ by firs/ ri/tss /xtst. C < 




Dept 8, Unit 13c Sunrise Business Park, 
Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7TE 



All prices INCLUDE delivery. Just add VAT at 17.5%. 

Cheques/PO's with order or phone our credit card 
hotline before 3pm for same day despatch (subject to 
availability) by 1st Class post or carrier for next day 
delivery (U.K. Mainland) 



(0258) 480660 





RIBBONS 








MOSTPRI 


NTERS 


COLOURED RIBI1 


DNS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR 


All RIBBONS TOP QUALITY AND GUARAN* 


EED 










£ per ribbon 


AMSTRAD 




1 


34 


5t 


8256/8512 longllfe 


F 


3.4- 


3.27 


3.10 


8256/8512 Colours 


F 


4.3 


) 4.09 


3.87 


8256/8512 


MS 


3.4- 


3.27 


3.10 


95121onglifc 


F 


3.4- 


3.27 


3.10 


9512 Colours 


F 


4.3 


1 4.09 


3.87 


9512 


MS 


2.9 


j 2.80 


2.66 


DMP2000/3000/3160 


F 


Z& 


3.17 


3.01 


DMP4000 


F 


4.7 


1 4.47 


4.23 


LQ5000 


F 


5.2 


1 5.02 


4.75 


Colours=Bluc, Red. Green 


Brown (Fabric onlj 


') 




....AND ALSO 










Brother M1009/1224 


F 


3.4 


r 3.30 


3.12 


Brother Ml 509/ 1709 


F 


4.9 


j 4.70 


4.46 


Citizen 120D 


F 


3.4 


3.27 


3.10 


Citizen Swift 24/Swlfi 9 


F 


3.4- 


3.27 


3.10 


Commodore MPS801 


F 


3.3- 


3.17 


3.01 


Commodore MPS 1230 


F 


3.4. 


l 3.26 


3.09 


Epson MX/RX/FX10O 


F 


3.9 


> 3.75 


3.56 


Epson LX80/86 


F 


2.4 


r 2.35 


2.20 


Epson FX/MX/RX80 


F 


3.4. 


3.27 


3.10 


Epson LQ800/400/500 


F 


3.6" 


3.46 


3.28 


Epson LX400/800 


F 


3.4* 


3.27 


3.10 


Epson LQ2550 


F 


b.3 


i 5.04 


4.77 


H.Packard D/Jel Carl 




14.i 


D 14.43 


14.06 


NEC P2200/P2+ 


F 


4.9 


> 4.70 


4.46 


NEC P6./P7+ 


F 


5.3" 


5.07 


4.81 


Olivetti DM 100/200 


F 


3.4. 


3.26 


3.09 


Panasonic KXP 1080-83 










1090-92. 1124, 1180-90 


F 


4.0 


i 3.80 


3.60 


Panasonic KXP1524-40 


F 


6.9 


i 6.56 


5.21 


SelkoshaSP1200 


F 


3.4- 


3.27 


3.10 


Star LC 10 


F 


3.4. 


3.08 


2.92 


Star LC24- 10/24-200 


F 


3.5 


i 3.33 


3.15 


StarND/NR/NX15 


F 


5.7 


5.42 


5.14 


F=Fabrtc MS=MuItistrike 










We have ribbons for 1000's of printers - 


If you 


rs Isn't listed. t»ivc 


us a call! 











NEXT DAY DELIVERY 



SOFTWARE 

SPECIALS 



£ 

LocoMall 20.53 

Printer Drivers Disk 14.01 

LocoFile 8256/85 12 23.79 

LocoSpell 17.28 

24 Pin Printer Drivers Disk 1 7.28 



.AND ALSO 



Copy Holder from 9.90 
Printer Stands from 8.95 
Screen fUtersfrom 12.45 
3" Drive cleaner 4.30 
Dust cover 8256 1 1 .26 
3" Disk Boxes (30) 8.48 
3" Disk Boxes (601 10.96 



/ 


£ 


Mouse tnal 


4.30 


Mouse house 


2.58 


Envelopes 


POA 


Dust cover 9512 


13.00 


3 ' Cleaning Kit 


8.95 



3" Disk Labels 12001 4.42 





DISKS 














£ per dl 


9k 






10 


50 


100 1 


3' CF2 Amsoft 


1.55 
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COMPUTER 
LABELS 






AVERT LABELS - The best: 
Faztfold with tractor feed hole*. 

AVAILABLE 1. 2 or 3 ACROSS - PLEASE SPECIFY 
Price per 1000 
1000* 5000-t 10000. 
£ £ £ 

2 3/4x15/16 4.25 3.04 2.68 

2 3/4x17/16 5.18 3.79 3.37 

3 1/2x15/16 4.55 3.26 2.88 
3 1/2x17/16 5.64 4.56 3.87 

3 1/2x115/16 8.18 6.00 5.44 

4 x 15/16 5.34 3.49 3.10 
4 x 17/16 6.39 4.50 4.05 
4 x 1 15/16 8.19 6.05 5.47 
We also have a wide range of ocher labels 
Including disk labels, small labels and laser 
labels 



Scan of Action 

Once you 've mastered the basics of DTP, you can be more 
adventurous - with the help of a handscanner. Alec Rae shows you how 



After all these months of looking 
at MicroDcsign 2 we must be 
getting used to the way it 
approaches a task. The Operations Menu, 
with its list of commands will seem like 
second nature now. 

Which is why this is the time to have 
look at another bit of Creative 
Technology ingenuity - the ProScan hand 
scanner. Because anyone who has the 
idea of how to use MicroDcsign 2 will 
feel very much at home in the ProScan 
environment. 

As soon as you load up the program 
you can see the similarities. And coming 
from the same stable as the popular DTP 
package, there is little possibility of 
compatibility problems. 

If you are taking your DTP seriously. 
ProScan is an ideal method of getting 
good quality images that are perfectly 
suited to your needs. 



But what images do you want? If you are 
producing a newsletter for a club, church 
or organisation the choice is obvious. 

You get as many pictures of people 
into the mag as you can. People may or 
may not be riveted by your prose but 
there are few that can resist checking to 
sec if their smiling face is 'in' this month. 

And a club badge to go at the top of 
every letter or form makes your 
organisation look really professional. 
If you have a badge and you don't feel 
like reproducing it in the Design section 
this is a quick and effective method of 
getting it on file. 

For a company producing sales 
literature the choices are just as obvious. 
A photograph of the latest model from 
your unfeasibly large range of widgets, 
the company logo, a picture of your 
smiling, friendly service staff standing by 
their vans outside the Sunderland depot 



and/or a map showing where your 
Sunderland depot arc all grist to the 
ProScan mill. 

But that isn't all. If your company 
uses a specific typeface in a logo you can 
scan the words and then save (hem as a 
.CUT or .MDA file. Or if you have the 
full alphabet you could scan it in and 
then grab the letters into a font file 
(.MDF). Be prepared for a fair amount of 
repair work in the FONT section, 
however, as one pixel out of place can 
cause problems. 

Also be prepared to have to do a bit 
of repair work, using Zoom and the other 
graphics tools, for any image that you 
scan. Sometimes, pictures that look good 
in their unscanned form become a bit 
confusing once they have been scanned. 
You may need a little careful adjustment 
to make sure they make sense when they 
arc printed out. 



SCANNING THROUGH THE AGES 



Scanning and video digitising have always 
been a key element in desk top publishing. 
You can use clip art or draw your own 
graphics but you will never make the same 
impression as one good photograph. 

Over the years there have been a 
number of attachments devised to 
translate pictures into files that can be 
read by the PCW. 

In the early days the digitiser was all 
the rage. This allowed you to take images 
from a video recorder. It is probably still 
the ideal way to go about things if you are 
taking it really seriously. 

If you had a video camera you could 
simply point it at the object that you were 
wanting digitised and, in minutes, you 
could be grabbing an image for the PCW. 

However there were some 
disadvantages. If you didn't have a video 
camera you had to sit and wait until 
something suitable was screened on the TV 
and hope that you were there to record it. 

Even if you had a Camcorder, most 
people like to have these things to take to 
weddings and for a day at the seaside. 
It seems a bit of a waste having it 
constantly linked up to your PCW. So each 
time you used it there is would be all the 
inconvenience of setting it up. 

And, of course, when you look through 
a camera lens it is not the same as looking 
at a picture. It is more difficult to pick out 
the most suitable illustration from a video 
tape than from a choice of still pictures. 

Printer or scanner? 

The next stage was MasterScan, an 
ingenious piece of kit that turned your 
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Creative Technology's handscanner 
has revolutionised DTP on the PCW 



printer into a scanner. You attached a 
scanning head to the print head on the 
PCW printer and put the picture to be 
scanned into the printer roller. 

So while the printer thought it was 
printing a document it was actually reading 
in the information for a graphics file. This 
could easily be kept attached to your PCW 
permanently although as it did not have a 
through connector you could have 
problems if you wanted to have a number 
of attachments on your expansion port 
(see the margin note) 
The disadvantage was that the illustration 



had to come in a single sheet that could fit 
into the PCW printer - in other words not 
more than A4 and not to small that it would 
get lost in the roller. If it was in a book or 
on cardboard or on unsuitable paper you 
were stuck. 

Taking it in hand 

The latest trend in all computer and DTP 
systems is towards hand scanners that you 
can simply run over the surface of a page, 
allowing the scanner to read the image. 
This gives a great deal of flexibility and is 
certainly the quickest and easiest method 
available - and is the one employed by 
Creative Technology's ProScan package. 

The major problem is that you can 
only scan an image the width of the 
handscanner - a considerably narrower 
gauge than either the digitiser or 
MasterScan. However, you can scan a 
picture in sections and link them up 
together - but this is not always easy. 

Nonetheless, this can be turned into a 
virtue by making you look a lot more 
carefully at the cropping of your picture. If 
you have a full sized picture available, 
many amateurs will happily carry the 
whole thing. This could mean that the 
foreground and the sky takes up about 75 
per cent of the picture and the subject is 
reduced to a few tiny dots in the distance. 

By restricting the size of the picture, it 
makes you think more seriously about 
what you really want (or need) in an 
illustration. Often by taking the time to 
choose carefully what to show, you can 
greatly improve the overall quality and 
effect of your pictures. 




Port-able 

One problem with 
the PCW b that il 

milt has Hie one 
expansion port (to 
the uninitiated that's 
the slot mi the hark 
OftbePCVt that you 
stick all the 
attachments to), if 
you want to use a 
RAM pack.a hard 
disc, a mouse and u 
scunner all ut the 
• aim- time they all 
have to be attached 
ut the same point. 

If possible, lib 
therefore better to 

choose un interface 
box that has a 
'through connector' 
- a slot just like Ihc 
one that sticks <n 
the back of the 
PCW, lii this wa> 
"»i can "piggy-hack' 
two or three 
attachments at 
same time. Quite 
often it works. 

How m 
ProScan t 
from Creative 
technology at 10. 
Park Street. 
Utloxcter. Staffs 
STI4 7AG (0889 
567160). It costs 
£179.95, and the 
price includes V A I 
and postage. You can 
huy Micro Design 2 
'bandied' with the 

handscanner Tor a 
total price or £220; 
by itself. Micro 
Design - costs 
ES9.95. 
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1 Setting the page format 




2 Preparing to scan 
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3 Using the scanner 
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First it is important to make sure your 
page format is right, an operation carried 
out by pressing [N] for New (by the way, if 
you have already scanned something this 
will clear the screen). 

This brings up a menu showing a 
variety of page sizes and types. This is 
just the first of an almost bewildering 
choice of options available. 

A4 upright and A4 sideways are pretty 
self explanatory. A4 upright is upright and 
A4 sideways is sideways. If you have an 
8256 (without an expanded memory) your 
options are limited. Because there isn't 
enough room in memory to hold the 
program to hold the program and a full hi- 
res A4 page, you can only choose either 
of the lo-res A4 pages (with resulting loss 
of detail) or a quarter page of high 
resolution. Owners of 8512s, 9512s or 
8256s with expanded memories can have 
a choice of full hi-res page formats or a 
quarter page of super resolution. 




Press [S] for Scan and a line appears 
across the top of the screen. This shows 
you what width the scanned image will be 
and where it will come on the page. The 
width will depend on the H,M,L setting on 
the left of the scanner head. 

The setting shown is L (300 dots per 
inch) while the H setting gives you 400 
dots per inch. In practical terms, the H 
setting is twice the size of the L setting. 
So to scan a whole picture to a small 
scale use L. And to pick out some detail 
from a picture you are best to use M. 

The Proportions option in the bottom 
window is only really important a) if you 
have a nine pin printer where the height- 
to-width ratio of the scanned image won't 
match the way the printer prints and b) if 
it is important that this ratio is right (for 
instance a circle where any distortion 
would be all too obvious). If neither of 
these conditions apply, you'll be quite safe 
using normal. 



The easiest images to scan are ones with 
high contrast. Line drawings or text come 
out particularly well. This makes it ideal 
for grabbing images of company logos or 
club badges for use with newsletters or 
sales documentation. 

Say, for example, you wanted to 
produce a newsletter for the all the happy 
staff at Future Publishing telling them how 
well-paid and contented they are. 
Obviously you would want the rather 
distinctive Future Publishing logo at the 
top of the page. 

Press [RETURN] and the screen goes 
black. Place a copy of the Future logo on 
a firm surface and line it up as squarely as 
possible. Press the button on top of the 
scanner (a red light will come on) and 
draw the scanner slowly and smoothly 
down the page. You will see the picture 
appear on the screen as you do it. Don't 
move too fast; if you do, the machine will 
click at you, and you'll have to try again. 
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With a black and white image the 
brightness setting (the rotary control on 
the right of the scanner) is not so critical. 
But once you see the image on screen you 
may want to adjust this. To do this just 
press [CAN], make the adjustment and 
start again. 

Press any button but [CAN] and you 
will switch back to the normal operations 
section and you will suddenly discover 
how small the scanned image really is. It 
will probably look hardly more than a 
black blob in the full page. 

Luckily you can take a closer look at 
any section you want by pressing [V] for 
'Viewscale'. This move produces a box on 
screen that you can place (with a mouse 
or cursor keys) on the spot you want to 
look at. Press [RETURN] and that bit of the 
image is blown up to the same size as the 
Design Section work area in Micro Design 
2. You can then make a close inspection 
of that part of the image. 



But we can look in greater detail still. 
Obviously in the process of scanning 
things go slightly wrong. If you have 
scanned too fast, for instance, this can 
cause lines across the picture. 

And this is where you discover how 
important it was to line things up properly 
in the first place. With text it is particularly 
important as you can very easily see if it 
is not perfectly horizontal. 

The easiest way to tidy the logo up is 
to look at it using Zoom, blown up to a 
size where you can see the individual 
pixels. All the little dots and blemishes 
immediately become obvious. [EXTRA] 
and [RELAY] chooses the black box in the 
EXTRA Menu. Then if you click on a pixel 
with the mouse or using the cursor keys 
and the Space Bar, it will turn black. 
[EXTRA] and the downward cursor key 
turns pixels white. When you are happy 
press [EXIT] and it will change. If you are 
not happy press [R]efresh and start again. 



Once you are happy with the tidied up 
logo you can save it for later use in your 
desk top publishing. Press [F] for Filing 
and then [f2] for SaveCUT. 

This will bring up an adjustable box 
that you can fit round the part of the 
image that you want to save. 

This works just the same way as in 
Micro Design 2. Either press the right 
hand button on the mouse (or [WORD] if 
you're using the cursor keys) to move the 
cursor to the top right and the bottom left 
corner in turn. Then set the position of 
these corners using the left hand button 
or the [LINE] key. 

When it is in position press [RETURN] 
and choose a suitable name (in this case, 
FUTURE seems just right somehow). 
Choose the drive you want it saved on by 
using [ALT] and the drive letter ([ALT] and 
[B] for b:drive, for instance). The program 
will automatically add the extension .CUT 
to the file name. 
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Once you've captured the scanned image 
and saved it to disc, the file can be loaded 
any time in ProScan or in Micro Design 2 
using the LoadCUT command. 

As it can be loaded at half size, same 
size or double size this gives a fair amount 
of flexibility as to how you then go on to 
use the logo. 

However, should you choose to use it 
at double size (as shown in the picture 
above) you may have to tidy up the edges 
of the rounded parts of the letters using 
Zoom again. 

This is because the slight 'stepping' 
effect caused by trying to create a round 
edge using rectangular pixels is 
accentuated by the increased size. 

It might even be worth your while 
blowing the image up to double size, so 
that you can work in the closest detail 
possible to get it just how you want it. 

You could then try loading it at half 
size when you want to use it. 



However, the real challenge of the 
ProScan hand scanner lies in taking 
images from photographs. And, of course, 
it is highly effective to use a good 
photograph in your desk top publishing. 

It is preferable to choose the picture 
that you are going to scan with care. Try 
for quite a bright photograph with a fair 
amount of contrast. It is probably easier to 
see what will make a good image if the 
picture is black and white. But with a little 
practice you should be able to pick out the 
most likely images from colour pictures. 

Just remember that the grey that blue 
turns into isn't all that different from the 
grey that green or red turn into. This is 
where the settings become critical. 

The brightness control needs careful 
adjustment. Even if you can make out 
quite a dark looking picture on the PCWs 
screen it will not necessarily print out in 
the way that you expect. The more you 
experiment, the better your results will be. 



As well as the brightness setting the 
ProScan does allow you to choose the 
quaintly named dither setting. The dither 
switch setting decides how the program 
will deal with those grey tones that you get 
in photographs. 

The dither pattern can make a vast 
difference to the final image. For 
instance, the picture in the previous step 
was scanned using dither setting number 
one - giving it a very contrasted look with 
a lot of detail washed out. This is the same 
picture scanned using setting four - a 
much more grainy kind of image. 

Each of the four dither patterns has 
its use at the right moment. As with most 
new skills that you learn, practice makes 
perfect; with ProSCAN it is well worth your 
while scanning several pictures using 
different brightness settings and different 
dither patterns and printing them all out, 
just to see what settings suit a particular 
type of picture. 





The great advantage about scanning a 
photograph in ProScan is that you don't 
need to accept it exactly as it is. ProScan 
(and Micro Design 2) have a wealth of 
graphics features to allow you to modify 
and improve your picture. 

For instance, say you want to pick one 
face from a group of people. Scan the 
image, using the H setting. This time the 
image will fill almost the whole window. 

Pick the place you want to work (using 
[V]iew-Scale). Then choose [Bjrush - the 
equivalent of [Pjaint in Micro Design 2. By 
clicking on the brush icon in the EXTRA 
Menu (or [EXTRA] and [RELAY] you can 
toggle through the range of brushes. Click 
on the arrows on either side of the pattern 
icon ([EXTRA] and [EXCH] or [UNIT]) will 
allow you to find a pattern to suit your 
dither pattern. The arrows on either side 
of the Round Icon ([EXTRA] and the 
sideways cursor keys) adjusts the brush 
size. Then just blank out the background. 



With all the distracting background taken 
out the face immediately stands out more 
prominently. But, if you are feeling brave, 
there is still a vast amount you can do to 
improve your picture using Zoom. 

This time it is a very different process 
from the rather obvious changes made 
when working with the logo. 

This is really freehand drawing and 
does take a fair bit of practice and at least 
some artistic flair. 

The main aims of the process are to 
add contrast to the bits that have become 
too grey (as in the eyes here) and to add 
details that have been lost in the process 
of scanning. Here, for example, a non- 
existent shadow is added (see the brand 
new left nostril) and the line of the chin is 
accentuated and extended. 

As this does take practice, even for a 
artist, be prepared to use [RJefresh to 
start again a few times. It is worthwhile 
learning how to do it. 



And finally to the cropping.Cropping is the 
key to the effectiveness of pictures in 
newspapers and magazines. You must 
choose the shape of your picture - portrait 
(upright) or landscape (sideways) and then 
decide how much background you want. 

Most of the time this will be quite 
obvious, although it is surprising how 
imaginative use of cropping can bring a 
quite dull picture alive. 

ft is possible to crop simply by using 
the adjustable box in SAVE. CUT to choose 
the right shape. It may help to remove the 
background (as here) using block [UNIT] 
and erase [f7]. By gradually trimming 
away at the edges of the picture you can 
get a real idea of how it is going to look 
on the page. Trim too much and you can 
always recover it by clicking on the cross 
icon or pressing [WORD]. However, it is 
best to save the whole window first as a 
.CUT file so if anything goes wrong you 
can simply reload and start again. 



ATTENTION 
AMSTRAD USERS 

BBD Professional Dust Covers offer an 

exclusive range of stylish, 

top quality protective covers for your 

computing equipment 

Manufactured from top quality washable nylon, BBD Dust 
Covers have stylish, contrasting piping on all seams. 



• NON-FADE 

• NON-SHRINK 

• NON-CRACK 

• MACHINE WASHABLE 



I EASY IRON 

I FLAME-RETARDANT FINISH 
l ANTI-STATIC TREATED 
> FULLY GUARANTEED 



AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512: £12.95 

In light grey with green piping. 3 piece set 

AMSTRAD PCW 9512: £14.95 

In ivory with green piping. 3 piece set 

(COST INCLUDES VAT AND P&P) 



A wide range of printer covers is 
also available, at prices starting 

tram ONLY £6.501 

Money-back guarantee If not 

completely satisfied! 

Please state printer make and model 



DUST 



BBD 

TEL: 0257 425839 EXT. NO. 32 
FAX: 0257 423909 



DEPT 32 
The Standish 

COVERS JS? 00 " 



Standish, 
Wigan, 
WN6 OHQ 
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ACF 

P.C. Workstation 



The ACF P.C. Workstation is The Perfect 
Solution To Accommodate Your Computer 
System And Offers The Following High 
Quality Features.. 

t Height adjustment 

• Built-in wrist support 

• Sliding keyboard drawer 

• Cable management 

• Paper management 

• Lockable castors 

• Full 12 month Guarantee 

• Side extension (Optional) 

• Made In The UK RRP £189.00 

FREE Side Extension Value £15.99 

Offer Price £139.00 vat 

To Order Call 052789 3036 

24 Hour Hotline 7 Days A Week 

Advanced Computer Furniture Ltd 3 Sambourne Park 




Q 



Sambourne Near Redditch B96 6PE Fax 052789 3046 



Only 



Suitable for the Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512 



SMS MONEY MANAGER PCWSa. 

Be your own accountant! Control your finances the easy way! 

Money Manager PCW provides individuals, businesses and professional people with a simple yet powerful way of managing their financial 
activities. All transactions can be entered easily and then presented in a wide variety of reports, ranging from a detailed listing of expend- 
iture for tax purposes to summaries showing, for example, how much money has been spent on petrol or phone bills In a chosen period. 
Reports can be printed as text, sent to a datafile for further processing or presented In graphical form. 

The program Includes many helpful features, such as pop-up claculator, context-sensitive help windows and macro comands. The Money 
Manager package has over 25,000 users in the UK alone. It is the Ideal program for people who find that traditional accountancy programs 
are too complicated, unwieldy and time-consuming for their requirements. 



■ Any number of data files: Personal, Business, Accounts etc. 
- Budget and cash-flow forcasts - which may be updated 

■ 12 months per file, up to 500 entries (transactions) per month 

■ Move a file forward a month at a time when required 

• All options selected from the main menu 

■ Up to 20 user-defined accounts: Bank, Cash, visa, Savings etc. 

• Up to 50 user-defined classes of income and expenditure 

• A reference of up to 6 characters for each entry 

■ Your own descriptive text of 18 characters for each entry 

■ All the codes are displayed on-screen whilst entering data 

■ Add, modify and delete existing entries at any time 

• Quick insertion of standard entries and standing orders 

• Entries can be sorted Into date order at the touch of a key 

■ Single character 'mark' for extra reporting selectivity 

■ Statements showing each entry in detail with running balance 

■ Reports may show classes merged into logical groups 

■ Spreadsheet type table showing class totals In each month 

• Report showing class totals for each account 

• Bar chart for up to 4 selected categories 

■ Pie charts of up to 20 selected "slices' 

■ Detailed bank statement reconciliation with running balance 



- Totals for each class of transaction for any period 

■ Report of monthly Income, expenditure and cash-flow etc. 

- Report of account and class totals (eg profit & loss) 

• Account statistics - monthly max, mln, average, balance etc. 

• Automatic calculation of VAT, with multiple rates if required 

- Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross amounts 

- Summary VAT statements In the same format as a VAT return 

- Simply ignore VAT features If they are not required 

• Print any report to built-in (or separate) printer 

• Print any report to a file for word-processing (eg in Locoscript) 

- Data search facility to find 'lost' Items 

• Built-in text line editor for data entry 

• Horizontal and vertical scrolling of screen reports 

- Pop-up five function multi-line calculator with memory 

- Macros to record and replay user-defined reports 

■ Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of a key 

■ Automatic creation of back-ups for data files 

• You can choose which disc drive to use for data on a PCW8512 

• Comprehensive 64 page Indexed manual 

■ Two sets of sample data for practice and familiarisation 

■ Free and Indefinite telephone support 



§ g\w\w\r\r\'4- To rece 've your copy of Money Manager PCW by return post phone us now with your credit 
|§-*i card number, or write to us at the address below enclosing your cheque for C49.95 

Qftftu/ara * *H 081743 9792 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week ^^ 

QUI I •---•■.; -_- LJiQ. connect Software Ltd., 3 Flanchford Rd., London W12 9ND USiidE^- 



Review 



Keeping Track 

Overflowing with CDs, LPs and tapes? Rob Ainsley looks at a new 
program designed to help you keep track of your tracks 




The Album System 

Club 29 Computer Services 
3 Arun Close, Winnersh, 
Berks RG11 SPG 
C 15.59 (inc. VAT & postage) 
8512s only 

You know how depressing il is (o go into 
.i restaurant and hear music you 
recognise, because it means it's over 
twenty years old. And how equally 
depressing il is to hear music you don't 
recognise, because it means you're over 
thirty years old. 

But however much restaurant music 
you recognise. It's a lair bet that at least 
one room where you live has stacks of 
LPs. a few CDs. and piles of pirate tapes 
with the spines scrawled on in biro. 
Organising it is one of those things you 
somehow never get round to doing. 

Now The Album System aims to do 
that for you. using your PCW. You enter 
the details of the artists, titles, tracks and 
medium, and the PCW will keep a list of 
them all in order and let you print out 
whatever details you need. It will 
remember any index numbers you want 
to catalogue them by too - useful for disc 
jockeys or serious collectors. 

The Album System is vertical 
software: that is. it comes already set up 
for one purpose. Other databases - 
iMastcrfile 8000. Mini Office. AlLast. 
LocoFile - are quicker, more flexible and 
more versatile than the Album System. 
You could also use them to catalogue the 
trains you've spotted, for example. But 
music is all you want to catalogue, then 
the Album System will save you the time 
taken to learn the other programs: no 
fuss, no mess. 

Room for a view 

Once you've gone through your 
collection entering titles, tracks and 
artists, you can view your collection 
starting anywhere. Tell the PCW to start 
at BEAT, say, and you see the details for 
your albums by The Beat, followed by 
the Beatles, and so on. Unfortunately you 
can only view the entries one at a time: 
all the tracks and details for the The 
Beatles' Rubber Soul followed by those 
for the White Album, and so on. just like 
Hipping through a card index system. 
You can't produce summaries, though in 
the 'Catalogue Collection - option you 
can get printouts of various lists such as 
all albums with tracks that have "New 
York' in the title. So. if you can'l 
remember who recorded that track "New 
York. New York', this option will find it 



for you and tell you the artist, album title 
and index number, and will tell you 
whether it's on CD. tape or LP. 

The Album System is a bit slow and 
cumbersome - it is written in BASIC so 
the search functions take time, and can 
lake up to 30 seconds to hop between 
menu items sometimes - but it has been 
thoughtfully designed with clear menus 
and data entry schemes, and seems 
reasonably foolproof. For example, when 
printing out. you can stop the printing 
any lime by pressing |STOP|: sounds 
obvious, but you'd be surprised how 
many programs would force you to 
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churn through to the end! All the above 
could be said about LocoScript. which 
hasn't exactly been a failure, so maybe 
ihe designers have done it right. 

Variety performance 

But it would be nice to see one or two 
more options added: the ability to 
summarise the collection on screen one 
album lo a line in screenfuls of 30. 
showing just artist-album title: the ability 
to select print styles (you have no option 
but to print out in condensed pitch AND 
UPPER CASE. WHICH CAN BE 
IRRITATING): or the chance to export 
files to LocoScript for inclusion in 
documents there. 

At the moment the program only 
works on PCW85 1 2s though versions for 
other machines are on the way. The 




Top: The Album System lists your record 
collection details to the screen one at a time 
Bottom: Now, where on earth was that album 
by that Scots chap with that track about 
eating your heart out? Aha! The Album 
System's search facility finds the answer 



installation procedure needs rethinking: 
to gel to the stage of creating your own 
record database requires you. according 
to the manual, lo format one I78K disc 
and two 706K discs - a very lime- 
consuming and disc-inefficient process. 

Having said that. Ihe documentation 
is extremely clear and very 
comprehensive. There is no way that you 
could fail to understand how to operate 
the program, and even Ihe elementary 
business of disc copying is explained in a 
far more lucid way than most manuals 
dedicated lo the subject. 

You can'l expect too much of a 
program that costs just over £15. Indeed, 
there is so much trash around thai 
doesn't work for that price, or stuff that 
does work which costs £50 and over, thai 
a solid performer like this is perfectly 
good value for money. Il does exactly 
what it sets out to do. and it does it well. 

If you buy The Album System you 
won't tidy up your piles of lapes. CDs 
and cassettes overnight, but al leasl you 
shouldn't lose track any more. 
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DESKING Three 

COMPACT & ERGONOMIC WORKSTATION FOR YOUR PCW 

Organising your PCW or PC 
is not easy. Either it takes 
over your desk or you just 
don't have enough space 
tor everything. 
DESKING Three will take 
your PCW 8256/8512/9512 
complete with Printer & 
Paper in one mobile compact 
unit packed with ergonomic 
and safety features. 

• Keyboard VDU & Printer all 
independently height 
adjustable 

• Roll-out keyboard for comfort 

• Slide-out printer shelf 

• Paper tray & catcher 

• Cable tidy system 

• Lockable castors 
DESKING Three is finished in 
dual tone satin grey to match 
your PCW and will usually be 

delivered directly to you within -»^ -^ 

48 hrs at our special price of just X» I 4i# * VAT 

FREE DELIVERY applies to mainland UK, other locations by agreement. 

ORD ERING : CALL our 24 Hour HOTLINE NOW 

ITl 0993-883277 

PIC GOVT EOUCATIONAL I DEALER ORDERS 
WELCOME OR SEND PAYMENT TO- 
OT FAX 0993 883333 BoclwyCourl OM»H««onJugir 

OxllWOX72AB 0»3-aei»12 • 

OUR FREE CATALOGUE SHOWS A FULL RANGE OF COMPUTER 
FURNITURE, PRINTER SILENCERS & AMGARD SCREEN FILTER 





NEW!!! PCW 102 keyboard 



Teqniche 




102 keys instead of 85. Separate 
Cursor pad. Function Keys for 
software. Plus many more features 



PRINTER RIBBONS 



8256/8512 Nvlon £2.95 each 

8256/8512 Carbon £3.95 each 

9512 Nvlon £2.65 each 

9512 Carbon £2.95 each 

Miu Order Qty 3 pieces 
(Ribbons only) 



5.25 Pace external disk 

drive. For easy transfer of data 

between PCW's and PC's. 

Complete with all necessary 

cables and software 



ONLY £125.00 



Now only £79.00 



PCW SOFTWARE 



Locoscript 2 inc Spell £34.95 

LocoMail/LocoFile Bundle £43.95 

LocoScript 2 £26.95 

LocoMail £26.95 

LocoFile £29.95 

Contriver Mouse + Interface ..£39.95 

Mini Office Professional £24.95 

Touch 'n' Go Typing Tutor £19.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £65.95 

Sage Popular Invoicing £49.95 

Sage Popular Payroll £42.95 

Supercalc 2 Spreadsheet £39.95 

Amstrad R232 Interface £49.95 



All Prices INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE (U.K only) 
Please make all cheques payable to: PRM COMMUNICATIONS 

1 7 Staple Tye, Harlow, Essex CM 1 8 7LX 
Pf^j Credit Card Hotline Number: (0279) 422846 ™ 



DESIGNER - for knitting, embroidery... 

* For designers of knitwear, embroidery, rugs, mosaics 
and any craft that normally would use squared paper. 

* Program presents, in effect, large sheet with up 
to 308 x 292 squares. 

* Up to 8 colours/stitches/textures etc. 

* Graphical and Listing printouts. 

* Editing facilities include Copy, Fill, Move. 

* Save and Load 'motifs* - build your own library. 

PRICE £19.95 

Special offer for knitters 

Until 31st July, 1991, 

PUNCHED CARD DESIGNER 

Creates templates for 60x24 hole punched cards - 

included with DESIGNER at no extra cost. 

PCWDRAW 

* A full function drafting program 

* Produces clear drawings on your PCW. 

* Draws lines, circles, ellipses, arcs and rectangles. 

* Freehand sketching with Zoom facilities. 

* Twenty FILL patterns. 

* Saves items, details, windows and screens 

* Adds different sized TEXT, vertically and horizontally. 

* Supports KEMPSTON, AMX and CONTRIVER mouse 

* Portrait and landscape printouts. 

* Can be used with 24 pin printer for extra clarity. 

* Import and export to Microdesign 2 and other DTP programs. 

PRICE £39.95 

The improvements raise it from the adequate to the extremely useful.' 8000 Plus 

SPECIAL OFFER 

PCWDRAW with CONTRIVER mouse and interface £79.95 

PATTERN PUZZLES 

* A suite of five mind tormenting puzzles. 

* Random starts mean puzzles rarely repeat. 

* Set level from trivial to brain-storming. 

* Challenge your friends - a league table can be set up. 

PRICE £11.50 

■Pattern Puzzles will appeal to those of our leaders who enjoy brief breaks from then 
workload but also like to feel that they are using their brains/ 8000Plus 

Prices include VAT, P&P Cash with order 



HTB COMPUTERS LTD. 

Broadwater House. Broadwater Road, Romscy. Hants. S051 8GT 
Tel: 0794 - 516279 



3 V 2 " DISC DRIVE 

only £79.95 + £4.75 p&p 

* We use the POST OFFICE'S guaranteed NEXT DAY DELIVERY * 

PHONE IN YOUR CARD NO. TODAY - RECEIVE YOUR DRIVE TOMORROW 



The normal internal 3" B drive does everything our external 
31/2" B drive does except :- it won't allow you to buy discs at 
75p each to read/write to PC formatted discs. And you 
definitely can't buy it for less than £80. Our top brand TEAC 
drive needs no extra power supply and is very easy to connect 
to the 8256, 8512 and 9512 computers via a single ribbon cable. 
Housed in its sleek white metal case it measures just 17 x 11 x3 
cms and is supplied with full step by step fitting instructions. 

3 V 2 " Discs 10 for £7.50 



MOONSTONES 2 IN 1 PCW/PC FILE TRANSFER 
NOW ONLY £29.95 

This powerful utility enables the free transfer of files to and 

from PC Computers and compatibles. Reads, writes and even 

formats MSDOS disc on ALL PCWs. 



256K MEMORY 
UPGRADE - £24.95 

Turn your 8256 into an 8512 with 

our easy to fit upgrade kii. 
Full fining instructions supplied. 



SPECIAL OFFER 

Locomail £.7.95 

Plus CI p&p 



COMPACT MICROS 

177 Sunnyside Lane, 

Otley Road, Bradford BD3 0JB 

Tel: 0274 640589 (tech 636652) 

Trade enquiries welcome 



Drive installation 



Driving Force 

An hour of your time, a few basic tools and a modest 
financial outlay can give your 9512 more flexibility than ever 
before. This month's guide to drive installation reveals all! 



Silicon City's new. internal 
3.5"drive for the PCW looks set 
to take the industry by storm. 
And this is no mean feat in a Held where 
everything - or so we thought - has been 
done before. 

Let's take a look at the facts. The 
PCW can have a new 3" drive tilted 
internally. The larger drives however 
(the 3.5" or 5.25") will not fit into the 
slot provided. They have to be fitted 
externally. These, so far, have been the 
only options available to the user. 

Until now. Silicon City have 
produced a drive that flouts the most 
basic laws of common sense - a PCW 
drive that is both 3.5" and internal. The 
question is of course, how does a 3.5" 
drive go into a 3" space? 

Open the box and all is revealed. Out 
comes the disc drive and the instructions. 
Nothing unusual here. The screws and 
the blank disc are all par for the course. 
But then there is the hacksaw and the 
tile. And this is the answer. Sure enough, 
the extra half inch of space is created by 
simply tiling away a portion of the 
PCW's outer casing. 




The PCW9512; but how will the 
drive fit into the space available? 

BEFORE 

The pack that you receive should contain 
all of the following: a drive, instructions, 
two discs (one blank and one called 
Shareware Elite), a hacksaw blade, four 
identical screws, one small screw with 
washer, a template ( a small black and 
white piece of paper) and a piece of 
sticky-backed plastic to surround the 
drive. There will also be the file 
components. You may need to assemble 



This may sound rather brutal, but in fact, 
it is far from difficult to do. In fact, the 
filing part of the exercise takes mere 
minutes to perform. And as for the rest? 
Well, you do have to remove the back of 
your PCW. but this is by no means as 
daunting as most people seem to think. 

The process of installing an internal 
drive is merely a case of opening the 
PCW. exposing the drive location, and 
screwing the new drive into place. Then 
you attach the lines of communication, 
put it all back together and that's that. 

The main advantage of having a 3.5" 
drive is. of course, compatibility with the 
PCW's bigger brother, the PC. The PC 
uses 3.5" discs and. because it is such a 
common sight in offices, the option of 
interchanging files between the 
workplace and the home is a real bonus 
lo the PCW user, 

Silicon City provide the majority of 
the tools required to install the drive as 
part of the whole package (see our 
'Before' box). Considering the price of 
some of the external 3.5" drives on the 
market. Silicon City's charge of £91 .90 
is very reasonable. The added 

BEFORE YOU START... 

the file. To do this, put the small black 
plastic bung inside the file handle and 
then insert the blade of the file. 

You will need to provide one or two 
things in addition; a large piece of cloth, 
a crosshead screwdriver, a flat-bladod 
screwdriver, a small piece of clean cloth, 
a piece of paper, a pen, sellotape, and if 
possible, a Stanley knife. 

AFTER 

The new drive can be used in the usual 
way. It will be recognised on your 
LocoScript Disc Management Screen 
when you load your start of day disc, and 
you can save or load any file to the new 
B: drive without trauma. Discs for the 
3.5" drive are formatted in the usual way, 
using either Disckit in CP/M or the 
equivalent LocoScript option 

So what are the advantages 
of this new drive? There are two major 
bonuses. One is that the 3.5" disc itself 
is more widely available than its 3" 
cousin, thus the cost of the discs is 
reduced. But what is really going to 
attract users is that these discs can be 
used on a PC. 
Any file saved on the B drive can be 



convenience of 
having an internal 
drive even makes it 
worth paying a little 
over the odds. It 
lakes up no extra 
space on your desk, 
it doesn't have a separate power switch 
and it is always (here at the ready. So. if 
the price is palatable, and the benefits 
appealing, why is there a niggling doubt 
at the back of our minds when we 
consider rilling an internal drive? It is 
more than likely to be the idea of carving 
up your PCW - something which 
probably fills many a proud owner with 
horror. And looking at the tools with 
which the installation is carried out. the 
operation seems even more daunting. 
Rest assured; if you are of the opinion 
thai hacksaws and files smack of 
amateurism, then prepare to be 
persuaded otherwise. Fitting the drive 
was easy to carry out - and the end result 
looked extremely professional. 
You can achieve an equally 
professional look in the comfort of your 
own home. So. let's get started! >■ 



transferred on to a PC with the help of 
the Shareware Elite disc supplied In the 
pack. Conversely, files created on the PC 
can also be read by the PCW. To ensure 
that documents are legible between 
machines, you need to use the supplied 
Shareware Elite. Admittedly this is not the 
most helpful program we've ever 
encountered - but there are alternatives 
that are more geared towards the 
beginner. Moonstone's PCW-2 in 1 is a 
fairly good example (see fact file). 




The brand new drive, fitted neatly 
into place 



Fact File 

Silicon Cily's 3.5" 
internal drive for the 
PCW9S12 costs 
£91.90 including 
VAT. The company 
can be contacted at 
Postal Buildings. Ash 
Street, Windermere, 
Cumbria LA23 3EB, 
telephone (09662) 
88707 

• The same process 
is possible for the 
PCW 8256 - and 
we'll be walking you 
through the 
installation in next 
month's 8000 Plus 

• A pack or len 3.5" 
discs from Dixons 
cost £19.95. In 
comparison, a pack 
of only five 3" discs 
costs £14.95. If you 
get Ihrough a lot of 
discs, fitting a 3.5" 
drive will certainly 
save you money in 
(he long run. 
"■ Transferring files 
from your PCW to a 
PC (or vice versa) 
can be made an 
easier task by a 
utility called PCW-2 
in 1. The program 
costs £29.95 and is 
available from 
Moonstone 
Computing at Unit 
l4.Slralhclyde 
Business Centre. 
Clyde Street) 
Clydebank, G8 1 IPF 
(041)9413120 
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Hints & Tips 

• Step 1: 

The plug is left in (he 
socket so thul the 
electricity can run 
away through the 
earth connection. 
This is the quickest 
method of ridding 
your PCW of any 
residual electricity. 

• Step 2: 

II miii have a metal 
logo rather than a 
paper one, it is 
slightly more difficult 
to remove. Prise 
away one corner, 
using the tip of a 
screwdriver. Then 
pull very hard and 
eventually the logo 
should come away 
from the plastic. 

• Step 4: 

So that you do not 
lose any screw 3, 
sellotape them to 
your piece of paper 
and label them 
according to the 
order in which they 
were removed. This 
saves much 
frustration later on. 

• Step 5: 

Static electricity can 
damage your PCW. 
Before you delve 
inside your machine 
you should earth 
yourself. This can be 
done by touching a 
metal radiator or 
pipe. If neither are 
around, then plug in 
an earthed electrical 
appliance Isuch as a 
hair dryer or an iron) 
and touch that. 

• Step 6: 

If you are sure that 
there are extra wires 
to undo, then go 
ahead. But. make 
sure you disconnect 
Ihem carefully and 
lake note of where 
the connections are, 
so that \oucan 
replace them later. 




IThe whole process of adding a drive should take about 
one hour. Before you start, check that you have 
everything you need for the operation and lay it out within 
easy reach. You should check that your work surface fields 
sufficient space to lay the PCWs monitor face-down in front of 
the base. To ensure that there is no residual electricity in your 
PCW, switch it off and wait for a minute (see our margin note). 
Then unplug it from the mains and remove the printer and any 
other add-ons. It is best to put these safely out of the way. 



2 The area where the new drive is to be fitted is covered 
with the PCW logo. This will either be a metal plate, or a 
piece of paper. Remove it. The slot is now semi-exposed. It is 
covered with a plastic plate, which is held in place by small 
tabs. To uncover this area, you should carefully cut through 
the plastic tabs using the tip of the hacksaw, as shown in the 
photograph. Take care not to insert the blade too far into the 
machine. There will not be too much dust at this stage, but try 
to prevent any debris from going inside. 










3 Take the small template supplied in the pack, and place 
it over the section of the front casing which you have just 
exposed. The top of the black rectangle should be positioned 
in line with the top of the slot. The black part of the template 
should now be filed away. The file is used to completely whittle 
away the plastic. For the best results, hold the file with the 
smooth edge uppermost when removing the top part of the 
plastic, and then turn it to face downwards for the bottom half. 
This ensures that the edges of the hole will not be ragged. 



4 The next step is to take the back off the PCW. To do 
this, you need to remove six screws. The casing of the 
9512 is marked with arrows to show you where the screws 
are located. Two are covered by a removable plastic cap. Pull 
away the brightness and contrast knobs. Now, take off the 
PCW cover by sliding it back about an inch and lifting it away 
from the main body. This will reveal the insides of your PCW, 
containing two large circuit boards - one above the other. We 
now need to separate the PCW into two parts to fit the drive. 




5 There are three cables that run between the upper and 
lower circuit boards. These need to be detached before 
the split can take place. 

Look along the right hand side of the lower circuit board 
and you should see a 5-wire connector marked CP005, (it is 
about half way along) Grip the plastic firmly, as shown above, 
and pull it towards you. The connector should come out of the 
socket fairly easily. Don't be tempted to pull the wires 
themselves: they could easily come loose. 



6 The next disconnection to be made is that of an earth 
wire. The metal frame surrounding the top circuit board 
reveals two earth wires on the right hand side. One is green 
and yellow, the other is black. You will only need to unscrew 
the black wire, as shown in our photograph. 

If you have a continental model of the 9512 there may be 
some other wires to disconnect. You will soon notice this 
when you try and separate the two halves, and it will be 
apparent which ones need to be dealt with. 









Drive installation 




7 The last cable to be disconnected is slightly more 
complicated. First locate it by looking for a connector 
marked EXPANSION BUS J003 on the lower circuit board. 
Next to this are two more 4-way connectors. The one marked 
CP006 (nearest to J0O3) is the one you want There is a small 
rectangular catch within the cut out square inside the 
connector. You need to release it by pulling the top of the 
catch towards you with the fingernail of one hand. With the 
other hand pull off the connector as shown in the photograph. 



8 You need to create some leeway in the mains cable. Lift 
out the piece of plastic moulding that holds it in place. 
Then feed through about three feet of cable. 

You are now almost ready to completely separate the 
two halves of the PCW. They are held together by two metal 
brackets screwed into the base and the front panel. The 
screws on the base panel need to be slackened as shown in 
the picture. They should be loose enough to allow them to be 
removed quickly and easily. 




9 Place a cloth on the workbench in front of the screen. 
Hold the front panel with one hand and, with the other 
hand, remove the bracket screws that are already loose. 

Tilt the panel forwards about 30 degrees. Place one hand 
on the top of the front panel and one underneath. The whole of 
the front assembly - consisting of the screen, the front panel 
and the top circuit board - can then be lifted away from the 
base. This half of the PCW is placed with the screen facing 
downwards on the cloth that you have laid out ready. 



10 



At this stage it is sensible to check that the new drive 
will actually fit into the slot which you have created 
by simply testing it for size, without taking off the plastic 
cover. The plastic tabs that were cut with the hacksaw can be 
tidied up using the Stanley knife. To complete the 
preparations, you need to clean away the dust created by the 
filing. This can be done with a vacuum or by gently sweeping 
the dust away. Make sure that no debris gets into the A drive. 
Finally, discard the protective piece of cloth. 




11 



The new drive will need to be connected to two 
cables and an earth lead. The two cables - a ribbon 
cable and a 4- wire power cable - are safely tucked away 
underneath the A drive as shown in our photograph. If not, 
they can be found under the circuit board behind the A drive. 

They are held in position by a nylon strap. You will need to 
cut through this to release them. They can then be pulled over 
to the B drive position, as shown in the photograph. The new 
drive can now, at long last, be unpacked. 



12 



You now need to find the earth lead for the A drive. 

There are two available earth leads: one for each 
drive. The top of the A drive has a screw with two black earth 
wires attached to it. You can disconnect one of these to use 
with your B drive. Sometimes, as in our photograph, there 
will only be one earth lead underneath this catch. The other 
one will always be nearby and probably bound to another 
cable. Wherever it is situated ft will look like the one in our 
picture and is easy to identify. 



Hints & Tips 

• Step 7: 

The catch is actually 
a small flap at the 
front of the 
connection. A small 
protrusion of plastic 
on the connector 
slots into a hole on 
the flap. It does 
require rather strong 
fingernails to pull 
back this catch. If 
your nails aren't 
suitable, it might be 
better to use a very 
small screwdriver 
instead. 

• Step 8: 
Take care not to 
loosen the screws 
attached to the front 
panel by mistake. 

• Step 9: 

The white cloth is 
there purely to 
protect the screen 
from scratches. You 
can use any soft 
piece of material, 
such as a towel or a 
blanket. 

• Step 10: 
The drive will 
actually be slightly 
too small for the slot. 
Don't worry about 
this. The gap is 
sealed later using the 
plastic frame 
provided in the kit. 

• Step 11: 

To make it easier to 
identify the two 
cables you can 
compare them to 
those attached to 
your A drive. They 
should look exactly 
the same: (he ribbon 
cable is the flat, wide 
one and the power 
cahlc is four multi- 
coloured wires. 

• Step 11: 

The nylon strap can 
be stubborn to 
remove. If your 
Stanley knife doesn't 
do the trick, try a 
small sharp pair of 



Drive installation 



Hints & Tips 

• Step 12: 

The earth lead is not 
always black in 
colour. II in doubt, 
check your earth lead 
against the one 
attached to the A 
drive. They should be 
the same colour and 
both have a metal 
loop at the end of the 
wire. 

• Step 14: 

II vim needed to 
disconnect your A 
drive's earth lead in 
step 13. you must 
remember to screw il 
lightly back into 
place later on. 

• Step 16: 
Although there are 
standard ways of 
assembling a 
computer, these are 
not always strictly 
adhered to. 
Aberrations, such as 
the reversal of a 
ribbon cable, are a 
typical example of 
these small 
discrepancies 

• Step 17: 

As you lift I he front 
into position the 
'hook' must be well 
and truly engaged. 
This may take more 
than one attempt so 
be patient. 

• Step 18: 

If your cover does not 
slot into place easily, 
check that you have 
replaced the mains 
cable properly. The 
plastic moulding 
should be fitted back 
into its original 
position, in the slot at 
the back of the 




^ J% A close inspection of your new drive will reveal two 
I *m screws holding the drive on to a base plate. Undo 
these, label them, and place them in your screw collection. 
Slide the plate forwards and lift the drive away from the plate. 
The plate is now separate from the rest of the drive and can 
be attached to the PCW base. There are four screws provided 
for this purpose. Make sure that it is the correct way round by 
checking it against the drive itself. It is placed on to the four 
plastic pillars and screwed into place as shown above. 



•J Jl The second earth lead now needs to be attached to 
I ^W the new drive. Hold the disc drive close enough to 
make the connection. 

Place the loop at the end of the earth wire over the small 
screw supplied with the kit Then slip over the washer (which 
is also supplied). The screw can then be put into place. There 
is a small hole at the back of the drive for this purpose. 
Tighten the screw securely so that there is good contact 
between all the surfaces. 




^ £■ Now place the drive on to the plate about half an 
I ^9 inch back from its final position. Then slide it 
forwards until the catch at the side engages. It will not be able 
to go any further forward. Fix it permanently into position by 
replacing the two screws you took out in step 13. At this 
stage, the advantages of having a labelled collection of 
screws becomes apparent. The two connectors - the four-wire 
power cable and the ribbon cable - should be at the rear of 
the drive ready to connect. 



^ £* The ribbon cable must be fitted with the coloured 
I ^# edge of the cable in line with the coloured edge of 
the connector from the B drive. This can be seen in the 
photograph. There is, however, one exception to this rule. If 
you examine your A drive, the coloured strip will normally be 
closest to the power cable. If it is the other way round, then 
the ribbon cable should also be the "wrong" way round. 

Then the power cable is connected as shown. They are 
then both tucked away neatly underneath the drive. 







a| ^P To replace the front panel you may need someone to 

I # help hold the PCW in place. Or you can lean it 
against a wall to stop the base from sliding backwards. 

Position the front panel in front of the base and feed the 
mains cable back through the hole. To put back the front part, 
you need to engage the hook on the front panel with the lip of 
the base. This is best done at an angle of 45 degrees as 
shown. Then pivot the front panel upwards. When ft is upright 
and the drives are in place, replace the two bracket screws. 



Jk £% Finally you can replace the cover. The best way to 
I ^9 do this is first move it downwards into position, two 
inches behind the front panel. You need to squeeze in the 
front of the casing slightly, in order to get the two rails into 
position. Next, slide ft the whole thing forwards into place and 
replace the six screws and the brightness and contrast 
buttons. The final stage, as shown above, is to fix the plastic 
surround to the mouth of the drive. All that remains now is to 
switch the machine on and check that the drive is recognisedl 





POST TO: 33 IS 

Cheque/PO/Access or Visa 

AXXON COMPUTER SUPPLIES, (APCW1 

FREEPOST, P.O. Box 279A, %&?*&?&"" 

Surbiton, Surrey KT5 9BR Sat 9.30 - 2.00 

"THE SECRET IS SERVICE" 

SAME DAY DESPATCH (SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY) ORDER BEFORE 3pm. 

ALL PRICES SHOWN INCLUDE VAT. FREE DELIVERY (U.K Mainland & BFPO) 
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LEISURE SOFTWARE 



BRIAN CLOUGH FOOTBALL FORTUNES £15.50 

BURAN £14.95 

GNOME RANGER £15.50 

GRAND SLAM £14.95 

INGRID'S BACK (SEQUEL TO GNOME RANGER) £15.50 

PETE GERRAND'S HANDY DIARY PLUS £19.50 

SCAPE GHOST £15.50 

SIR PERCEVAL £14.95 

STEVE DAVIS SNOOKER £16.95 

TANK ATTACK £18.00 

TERRACOM £14.95 

TETRIS £15.50 

THE COMPLETE HOME ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE £15.95 

TIME&MAGIK £13.50 



EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 



CROSS GRID (CROSS WORD WITHOUT CLUES) £10.95 

FUN SCHOOL 3 (UNDER 5'S) £17.95 

FUN SCHOOL 3 (5 TO 7 YRS) £17.95 

FUN SCHOOL 3 (OVER 7 YRS) £17.95 

JUNIOR PLAYTIME £10.95 

SCHOOL'S OUT £10.95 

ULTIMATE SUMS £10.95 

ULTIMATE QUIZ £10.95 



DISKS 



5 off 10 off 20 off 

Amsoft CF2 El 0.00 £18.00 £34.95 

Maxell CF2 £10.00 £18.00 £34.95 

Maxell CF2-D £11.50 £21.50 £41.95 

Maxell CF2 

(individually cased) £11.50 £21.50 £41.95 

3' Individual Plastic Case £2.50 (5). £4.95. (10), £9.95 (20), £22.00 (50) 
Amslrad 3" Storage Box (10 cap) £5.95 



RIBBONS very high Quality AMSTRAD compatible 



1 off 5 off 10 off 

PCW 9512 Carbon Multistrike £2.65 £2.55 £2.45 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric Ribbon £3.30 £3.10 £2.70 

PCW 8256/8512 Carbon Multistrike £3.30 £3.15 £3.00 

PCW 8256/8512 Black Fabric Ribbon £3.20 £3.00 £2.80 

(long life 14m) 

Amstrad DMP 2000/3000 £3.50 £3.00 £2.50 

Citizen 120D £3.50 £3.00 £2.50 

NECP2200/P2+ £4.50 £4.00 £3.50 



ORIGINAL AMSTRAD RIBBONS 



1 off 5 off 10 off 

PCW 8256/8512 Carbon Multistrike £6.95 £6.50 £6.00 

PCW 8256/8512 Black Fabric Ribbon £6.95 £6.50 £6.00 

PCW 9512 Carbon Multistrike £3.85 £3.45 £3.00 

(minimum order 2 ribbons except with other items ordered) 






A future friendly product from Office 21 £12.95 



CEEEEZEE 

SCA RAMPACS 

512K £113.85 

768K £136.85 

1.5Mb £228.85 

SCA Interfaces (serial/parllel) for 
Amstrad PCW s 

Professional £48.80 

Professional Plus/W/Clock and 
Calendar £58.65 



Pro SCANHandscanner KEEl 

Comes with Interface & Software, 

for use with MicroDesign II and other 

programs. 

"Excellent value, excellent product", 

20/20, 8000 Plus" 

MOUSE 

AMX Mouse with Interface £49.95 

AMX Mouse with interface and 

Micro Design II £89.95 



COMPUTER PAPER 



1 1" x 9.5" 60 gms 1000 £10.95 

1 1* x 9.5" 60 gms 2000 £18.95 

1 1" x 9.5" 70 gms 1000 £1 1 .95 

1 1.66" x 9.25" (A4) 70 gms 1000 ...£13.95 
1 1 .66" x 9.25" (A4) 70 gms 2000 ...£24.95 
11.66" x 9.25" (A4) 80 gms 1000 ...£14.95 
1 1.66" x 9.25" (A4) 80 gms 2000 ...£25.95 
1 1" x 9.5" NCR 2pt 1000 £26.95 



DUST COVERS 



8256/8512 & 9512 

PCW 8256/8512 (3pcs) £8.55 

PCW 9512 3(pcs) £8.95 

PCW 9512 with Sheet Feeder 

(3 pes) £11.55 



NEW!!! 

Kador Sean 'n' Type 

Keyboard Protector for PCW 
8256/8512/9512 



BOOKS 



All In One Mini Office Professional. ...£11. 95 
Desktop Publishing Amstrad PCW. ...£12.95 

Locoscript II User Guide £19.95 

Locomail User Guide £19.95 

Mallard BASIC Intro & Ref £9.95 

PCW Machine Code £13.95 

PCW Super Code £13.95 

Using Amstrad Word Processor £9.95 

Illustrated Locoscript £10.95 

Locoscript II + Mail, File, Spell £10.95 

Pretext PCW User Guide £10.95 

Mastering Amstrad PCW 8256/85 12... £9.95 



Prices are for MAIL ORDER ONLY 

We reserve the right to alter 

specifications and prices without prior 

notice 

Quantity order please ring for prices 

Government, Educational Authority 

orders welcome, with official order 

form (minimum order £50) 

No export orders 

All trade marks acknowledged 



SOFTWARE 



Cracker II Turbo £35.95 

Flipper 3 £34.50 

Foreword £39.50 

Master File 8000 £34.95 

Master Pack (scan & paint) £62.50 

Master Scan £55.50 

Micro Design II £42.00 

Mini Office Professional £26.50 

Money Manager £55.95 

Sage Invoicing £52.95 

Sage Payroll £52.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £72.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve £52.95 

Super Dos £29.95 

Super Calc II £39.50 

Desktop + AMX Mouse £65.95 



BITS & BOBS 



3" Head Cleaning Kit £4.95 

9512 Daisy Wheels £5.95 

Printer Cable D25-CEN 36 (9 Series)..£9.95 
Printer Cable GEN 36 - CEN 36 

(8 Series) £11.95 

Margin Maker MM31 (8256/8512) £14.50 

3" Storage box (5 cape) £2.50 

3" Individual plastic case 50p each 

Tracy £7.95 

3" Thesaurus (for Locofile) £14.50 

Mouse Pad, 6mm, anti-static fabric 

surface £6.50 

Anti-Static Glare Filter (12", 8 and 

9 series) £23.85 

Screen Cleaning Wipes (10 packets) .£3.95 

Universal Printer Stand (2 pes) £6.95 

Mouse House (storage pocket) £2.99 



budget accounts 

everything you need for your home accounts 

• You can maintain as many accounts as you wish 

• Up to twenty categories for income and expenditure per account, each with 
a column heading ot up to ten letters 

• Up to 12225 entries per account on the 8512/9512 and 3075 on the 8256 

• Up to twenty letters of comment tor every entry. 

• Single category and lull statements in two lormats lor any group ol entries 
plus income/expenditure balances, analysis and bar graphs. 

• Printed statements and analysis ■ (8000s in a choice ol 5 styles). 

• Choice ol normal/reverse video and 4 scrolling speeds lor statements. 

• Helplul, informative error messages and easy alteration ol entries. 

• The program is properly documented and presented and includes a 
demonstration account. It is very easy to use with cursor driven menus 
using highlighted selections at every stage. 

Budget Accounts, which is available lor all PCW's. costs £19,95 inclusive and is 

available only Irom (please state model) 
CODEX, 8 CHESTNUT GROVE. EALING, LONDON W5 4JT 081 840 0760 



codex 



8256, 8512 & 9512 EXTERNAL DISK DRIVES 
NEW SMALLER CASE - LOWER PRICES - FROM £80 INC. 

An external 3.5" drive on your PCW is cheaper than a second 3", and uses cheaper 
disks. By not titling it inside and cutting the case away you can take it with you if you 
change your computer. II you have a second 3" drive we can make a 3.5" or 5.25" 
which can be switched in and out in place ol the second 3" still retaining your existing 3" 
drive B disks. 

TEAC 3.5" FD235F (1 meg) (706K or 720K) 2nd drive £80.00 

TEAC 3.5" 3rd drive (switched internal/external) C95.00 

TEAC 5.25" FD55FR 80 track 2nd drive E95.00 

TEAC 5.25" 3rd drive 80 track (grey) El 1 0.00 

Moonstone 2 in 1 MSDOS/CPM transfer (new version) £29.95 

Will lormat and transfer to and from, 40 (360K) or 80 track (720K) MS-DOS disks 
in an 80 track 5.25" or 3.5" drive. 

2 in 1 Software i( purchased with a drive E24.50 

Shareware MSDOS/CPM transfer program to run on a PC E5.00 

AT style 102 key keyboard C78.00 

GENUINE AMSOFT 3" CF2 DISKS E16.50 FOR 10 

FLIPPER 3 run 2 in 1 and LocoScript 2 at the same lime E34.95 

MEMORY UPGRADE 8256 TO 8512 £20.00 - MEMORY PRICES ARE INCREASING SOON 

PINBOARD COMPUTERS LTD, TEL: 0462 894410 

rwiil Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre, Baldock SG7 6HP "f^ 

If, TJ PRICES INCLUDE PSP and NEW RATE VAT (FAX 0462 8944601 J^g*, 



TYPE 



INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 

' Snma for amstrad pcw 951 2 

SnYS (Daisywheel Printer) 

INSTANT TYPING 



INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 



TURNS THE PCW 951 2 INTO A TYPEWRITER 
PRESS A KEY - PRINT A CHARACTER 



INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 



PLUS 

Type, Print on Command 
One Key Bold Set & Clear 

Margin Set & Reset 

Program Pitch Selection 

Envelope Printing 

Name & Address Database 

Sell Writing Cheques 
Customised Cheque Printing 



INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 
INSTANT TYPING 



Mall Order only £10.99 inc. VAT & Postage 

AIRLINE INSTRUMENTS LTD, ELSTREE AERODROME, HERTS, WD6 3AW 




m I SIGNWRITER 



for the Amstrad PCW 

Create large quality lettering from your PCW. up to 8". 

Produce Signs. Banners. Notices. Tickets. Posters, and 

Adverts in minutes. 

Signwrilcr £29.95 , Extra Fonts at £5.75 

PCW Coloured Ribbons - red. green, blue, purple, brown 

& orange £5.75 each. Black £4.60. 

3" PCW Discs £2.30 each. 10 discs for £21 

(All prices include VAT & Delivery) 

Wc lake Ancvs A Visa. Plea* make cheque* payable in WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 



WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 

44, ROAN STREET GREENWICH, LONDON. SE10 9JT 

Telephone 081 8582699 Fax 081 853 4416 




7 1 

Digital Scanning Service 

For users of MD2 and Stop Press 
At TRULY affordable prices 
Only £2.50 per image on vour disk 

Send CF2 Format Dlsk(s), image. SAE and cheque (payable to PubliMuse): 

PubliMuse 

PubliMuse House, 18 The Close 

Reigate, Surrey, RH2 7BN 

Tel: 0737 221063 Tlx:9312133819TWG 



ONLINE DATABASE ACCESS 



IF YOU 

*run a small company or business *need high-quality 
research in a hurry *don't want to spend a fortune on it 

THEN 

We can help. We have access to over 1 500 databases 

worldwide. Just tell us what you need and what your 

deadline is. We can assemble your research and fax 

or post you the results within hours. 

Prices: from £30 (excl. VAT) per search 

Phone Barry Flynn at Media and IT Services. 

On: 081-985-0781 or 081 -533-5868 



**FAST**CHEAP**NO FRILLS** 
**NOFUSS** 



SIGMA 



(*) WILEY 




"A fascinating book on PCW graphics, which will appeal to 
beginners and experienced programmers" 8000 Plus, May 1991 

PICTURE PROCESSING ON THE 
AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512 
Robert Gilmorc, Bristol University, UK 

Whether vou are <i small business owner wanting to 
plot impressive graphs, a DIY enthusiast planning a 
new kitchen, or an amateur dramatist designing a 
poster for a new production this book will help you 
make the most ot your computer. 

The BASIC routines supplied with the computer can 
produce a wide range ot pictures and diagrams. 

For more ambitious undertakings the author has 
developed DRAWMON. a programme which 
effectively turns the PCW into a type of graphics 
workstation. 

185058 IV 8 250yp ManhWl <pr) £12.95 
Published by Sigma Press, UK, 



LOCOSCRIPT 2 AND THE AMSTRAD PCW COMPUTERS 

The Complete Guide 

John M. Hughes 

...it is a friendly, down-to-earth and very readable guide." 8000 Plus. 1988 

•.excellent teaching aid for the beginner with manual difficulty and a completely up-to-date 

reference work for users more familiar with LocoScript 2, Amstrad PCW Magazine. 1988 

I8505S0979 256pp 1988 tpr) £11.95 Published by Sigma Press, UK. 

ALL-IN-ONE BUSINESS COMPUTING 

Amstrad PCW & Mini Office Professional 

John M. Hughes 

...it is written in simple but not condescending style with lots of reassurance about feared 

problems and contains the appropriate warnings". Daily Telegraph, 1988 

...a worthwhile investment for anv MOP user, whatever their level of experience." 

Amstrad PCW Magazine. 1988 
185058124 X 230pp 1988 (pr) CI 1.95 Published by Sigma Press, UK. 

Order from your bookseller - or send a cheque to |ohn Wiley & Sons Ltd, Customer 
Services, Distribution Centre, Shripney Road, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, P022 9SA, 
Credit cards to Fax: (0243) 820250 or Tel: 10243) 929121. Please add £1.95 p&p. Postage is 
free when vou order two or more books. 






Optional Extras 

Adorning your PCW with 'extras' can be an addictive pastime - 
as veteran upgrader David Frost discovered 



Speakeasy 



I used lo have a PCW8256. but now 
I'm not so sure. It still looks the 
same as the machine over whose 
purchase we agonised nearly five years 
ago but undernealh much has changed 
and the performance is now comparable 
with a PC. Remember those days? £499 
plus VAT seemed, and indeed was. good 
value. The alternatives were pretty 
limited. You could buy an IBM or 
something like it, but these were the days 
before Alan Sugar had started lo take the 
market by storm, so a fat four figure sum 
was being asked. 

The choice seemed obvious, but the 
memsahib had to be convinced. "You 
could use it for keeping the recipes on". 1 
ventured, with visions of a keyboard full 
of flour and fervently hoping such a 
generous offer would be turned down. It 
was and I was able to get on with 
undisturbed LocoScripting. Well almost. 
Il look about 6 weeks of interpreting the 
niceties of the LocoScript I manual 
before the air in the dining room returned 
lo its normal colour and the children 
could be permitted within earshot. 

LocoScripting was ail very well bul 
despite the pilch of the advertising the 
machine was obviously capable of much 
more than neatly printed articles and 
letters. A spreadsheet soon became a 
necessity and as I was already familiar 
with Supcrcalc 3 its PCW equivalent 
seemed the ideal solution. An early 
version of Stockmarket soon followed lo 
keep track of the millions and in ils latest 
version is still in use (although I have 
tried and like Sharemaster and Investor). 

The up and up 

No real PCW aficionado can be happy 
for long with LocoScript I so I soon 
found an excuse for upgrading to 
LocoScript 2 together with 
Mail/Spell/File add-ons. The 
inadequacies of 256k RAM immediately 
became apparenl. The small dictionary 
was far loo small and the big one 
wouldn't fit (and is also too small). With 
the machine over a year old I fell bold 
enough to embark on a DIY upgrade. 
Even to a clumsy fingered individual like 
me it seemed easy and was the lirsl 
revolution in my use of ihe PCW. Proper 
spell checking became feasible and the 
drudgery of making backups was much 
reduced. Extra RAM wins my vote as the 
best value for money addition to the 
basic machine. 

Successful publication of a booklet 
provided a source of funds at the same 
time as the Cirtech Diamond hard disc 



came on the market. If you've never had 
a hard disc you don't know what you are 
missing, but I had and I did. When it 
arrived I mumbled something about 
"Didn't cost much and it's tax 
deductible" to the chief cashier and 
dashed off to tuck it away out of sight in 
the nether regions of my workstation. 
Connecting up was child's play lo 
one who had mastered the intricacies of 
fitting fiddly chips and the instructions 
on how to run the installation software 
were easy to follow. I switched on in 
eager anticipation. Nothing happened. 
Whether they had changed the software 
after writing Ihe manual or done it the 
olher way round I never discovered but 
either way manual and software did noi 
match. Il look a week before I was able 
lo enjoy the added speed and flexibility 
conferred by my purchase. 

Speeding along 

A year went by before I spotted another 
gadget worthy of being added to my 
machine. This was Cirtech's Sprinter, 
which was trailed al about the same time 
as we were being reminded how many 
shopping days remained lo Christmas 
and arrived just as I was realising thai 
once again I had avoided giving anything 
up for Lenl. The delay. I was informed, 
was due lo extensive testing to ensure ihe 
device was compatible with just about 
every piece of hardware you can buy for 
the PCW. With such thorough 
preparation. I decided, there would be 
none of the problems 1 had experienced 
With Diamond. 

I opted for the internal version partly 
because there seems to be a practical 
limil to how much you can sensibly slick 
on ihe expansion port, bul also because 
of ihe challenge involved. This was not 
jusl a mailer of taking out one chip and 
pulling in another - soldering would be 
needed too. Il is noi difficult if you have 
a soldering iron with a 3mm bit or 
smaller. 1 had lo buy a suitable bit for 
£1.50 which was a saving on Ihe £5.75 il 
would cost lo send Ihe PCW lo Cirtech. 
On the other hand, soldering irons cost 
from £6 so if you haven't gol one a 
factory fitting job is cheaper. Before 
deciding whether to do a DIY job have a 
look at the existing Z80 processor. 
Fining is easier if il is in a plastic socket 
than if it is soldered to the board: the 
latter case necessitaling cutting one of 
the pins with a suitable tool. 

If you haven't yet filled expansion 
RAM do so before fining Sprinter, which 
blocks access lo the slots for the 



expansion chips. You can buy expansion 
RAM with Sprinter bul it costs more 
than RAM chips on their own. If with 
5 1 2k you still run out of space in the M 
drive this is the time to add some more. I 
now have 768k. Filling lurned out to be 
easy wilh only two joints to solder 
(although some models need four). A 
quick test boot from the floppy drive to 
check for correct installation and we 
were in business. 

It was several days before I noticed 
the extra RAM was conspicuously absent 
when booting from ihe hard disc. "I've 
lost all Ihe extra RAM." I said to the 
Management who by this lime seemed 
quite reconciled to expensive additions 



"It took about six 
weeks of learning 
the niceties of Ihe 
LocoScript I 
manual before the 
air in the dining 
room returned to its 
normal colour, and 
the children could 
be permitted within 
earshot." 
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David Frost, the man who chose and fitted the 
internal version ol Cirtech's Sprinter - 
"because ol the challenge involved". 

to the computer. "Have you looked 
inside the box it came in?", she asked, 
ever practical. A phone call revealed thai 
my Diamond was an early model and 
needed a modification lo the interface to 
make it work wilh ihe exira RAM. So 
much for thorough tesling. 

So, the question now is. am I better 
off with a PCW768 and 32Mb hard disc 
or should 1 have bought a PC? 
The hard disc is transferable lo 
a PC should I wish but Sprinter and 
the RAM (at aboul £ 1 50) are not - 
transferable. All ihe software has a 
PC equivalent and most of ihe files can 
be iransferred if the need arises. So, 
1 used lo have a PCW8256. but now 
I've got a machine which provides a 
PC like performance for a net cost 
which is less than that of the PCW's 
ubiquitous bigger brother. And thai, 
as ihey say. is a bargain. • 


"If you've never 
had a hard disc you 
don't know what 
you are missing, but 
I had and I did. 
When it arrived. I 
mumbled something 
about "Didn't cost 
much and it's tax 
deductible" to the 
chief cashier, and 
dashed off to tuck it 
away out of sight." 

June 91 51 



BACK 







Are you a recent 
reader of 8000 Plus? 
Or have you 
missed out on 
some of the 
earlier issues and 
want to catch up? 
We have limited 
quantities of our 
back issues listed 
below. The prices 
include a nominal 
25p postage. 
Remember, all issues 
contain excellent 
TipOff sections and 
the selection of 
BASIC listings, plus the 
other regulars. 



Issue 33 Four spreadsheets com- 
pared. C/PM class for beginners.and a 
review of five budget printers. 
£2.00 

Issue 34 Overview of accounts pack- 
ages. Supercalc and Locofile tutorials, 
and a review of HTB Draw. Start of 
beginners' programming series. 
£2.00 

Issue 35 Vertical software- 6 busi- 
ness packages reviewed. 2 MIDI pack- 
ages and a round-up of modems. 
£2.00 

Issue 37 The jumbo RAM drive for 
the PCW. a choice of three hard discs. 
And at last. Mini Office Plus, was it 
worth waiting for? 
£2.00 

Issue 38 The Composer's Pen 
reviewed. How to add an third disc 
drive. An overview of programming 
language. C. 
£2.00 

Issue 39 4-page round-up of 
databases for your PCW. LocoScript 2 
tutorial. SuperCalc continued. A look at 
RPED. the BASIC text editor. 
£2.00 

Issue 40 How to rescue lost 
datafrom damaged discs. A PCW 
speech synthesiser. A round-up of DTP 
packages. 
£2.00 

Issue 41 The SCA RamPac 
reviewed. How to use the PCW as a fax 
machine. A look at PCW SuperDOS. 
£2.00 



Issue 42 Which word-processor 
should you choose? The top ten PCW 
games. Language learning packages. 
£2.00 

Issue 43 How to uncover your fam- 
ily history with the PCW. Getting to 
grips with Mallard BASIC. A step by 
step guide to upgrading your 8256. 
£2.00 

Issue 44 How to add a 5.25" disc 
drive. Choosing the right accounts 
package. Five 24 pin printers put under 
the lens. 
£2.00 

Issue 45 Fitness monitoring software 
put to the test. Three horse-racing pre- 
dictor programs compared. How to add 
a 3.5" or 5.25" drive to your 95 1 2. 
£2.00 

Issue 46 Amstrad's latest fax 
machine reviewed. LocoScript PC. 
what it means to you. How to get started 
in communications. 
£2.00 

Issue 47 How to clean your key- 
board in 1 easy steps. Predictive soft- 
ware on test. Part two of our comms 
feature. Ten top Flipper lips to make life 
easier. 
£2.00 

Issue 48 The new PCW handscanner 
on test. A look at the multi-user facility 
of the Cirtech Diamond hard disc. 
£2.00 

Issue 49 2 1 -point guide to Protext. 
Teach yourself BASIC. Deskjet printers. 
£2.20 ' 



Order back issues using the form opposite 



CAN'T GET HOLD OF US? 



Recently we've been receiving calls from readers who are having 
difficulty getting hold of 8000 Plus. So here's the 8000 Plus guide to 
making certain you never have to go without the magazine again! 

If your local newsagent doesn't have a copy of 8000 Plus on the 
shelf, try checking to see if they have any more copies in stock. 
Sometimes, even if they've sold out on the shelves, they'll have more 
issues in the storeroom. If that doesn't work, check one of the bigger 
newsagents such as WH Smith or John Menzies. 
If vou don't want to subscribe, why not fill in the form below and 



hand it to your newsagent. Remember, every single newsagent in the 
country - from WH Smith to the corner shop - will be delighted to 
reserve you a copy each month. You can even arrange to have it 
delivered to your home. 

Finally, if you still have no luck, call Kate Hodges on 
0225 442244 and tell her that you've been having trouble getting 
hold of 8000 Plus. Remember to tell her where you've been trying to 
find it - and she'll sort the problem out in no time! 



r 1 
i 

i 

Please reserve me 

I 
I 
I 
I Address 

I 

I 



COMPLETE THIS FORM AND HAND IT TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 

copy/copies of 8000 PLUS every month, beginning with the June issue, out on 23rd May. 



Name 



Phone 



To the newsagent: 8000 PLUS is published by Future Publishing and is available from your wholesaler. Please save all 



| your 8000 Plus shopsaves and return them to qualify for a free draw to: Kate Hodges, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2BW 
I I 




"Ihe Uncut Tip. HocL 1>* *v AimM pCW 



'The 8000 PLUS Collection' 



This unique book 
and supporting disk 
represent the ulti- 
mate tips collection 
for Amstrad PCW 
users. It remains 
one of the most 
popular and 

useful books 
that we have 
ever produced. 



'Exploiting the Amstrad 
PCW 951 2' 




Exploiting 

the Amstrad 

PCW 9512 



For users who want to 

use their machine as a 

fully blown computer, 

this book not only 

examines the PCW 

and its native word 

processor, LocoScript 

but also explores the 

range of other 

programs available. 

300 plus pages with 

detailed information 

on LocoScript, 

LocoMail, CP/M, LocoFile, dBase II, SuperCalc 

2 and Mini Office Professional. 




To get your copy delivered at this 
inflation-proof price and receive your free 
book, complete the coupon and return it 
immediately. Alternatively, telephone our 
credit card hotline on 0458 74011. 




THE AMSTRAD PCW 
BOOK OF YOUR CHOICE 
WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE 
TO 8000 PLUS 



A subscription makes real sense 

You safeguard yourself against any future price increases. 
The price you pay now is guaranteed for the duration of your 
subscription. 

You get complete peace of mind. Our no-nonsense guarantee 
means you can cancel your subscription at any time and we 
will refund you for all unmailed issues. 

Plus you receive a free book on the Amstrad PCW which will 
improve your knowledge and performance still further. Either 
of these books would cost at least £13.45 to buy - you will 
receive one free when you subscribe to 8000 PLUS today. 



1 2 issues for only £23.40 
and one of these excellent 
books absolutely FREE! 



I Please enter/renew my subscription to 8000 Plus and send me my free gift 

■ aS indicated belOW. HXIomsmty^nc^yimmost^mdl^^^^mdm i m ^ iJotm^s^s^fim^timlUM 




UK C23.40 



EUROPE £38.40 



REST OF WORLD £53.40 



MY CHOICE OF FREE SOFTWARE IS 



Exploiting the Amstrad PCW 951 2 The 8000 Plus Tips Book and Disk 

PLEASE AISO SEND ME THE FOUOWING BACK ISSUES 41 42 43 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 PLEASE CIRCLE 



NAME 



TELEPHONE NO 



ADDRESS 



POSTCODE 



METHOD OF PAYMENT (lick your thoite) 



TOTAL COST 



VISA/ACCESS CHEQUE Mt payable to fulimM&lmgUil) 



CARD K 



EXPIRY DATE 



Enclose this coupon (logelhei with your cheque il applicable) in on envelope to: 8000 PLUS SUBSCRIPTIONS, FREEPOST, Somerton TAl 1 7BR. THIS COUPON IS VALID UNTIL 30TH JUNE 1991 



DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



WORD PROCESSING 



Please stale which PCW model. All 
Locomotive products are for use with 

LocoScript 2 only unless otherwise staled 

LocoScript 2 32.95 

LocoSpell 26.95 

LocoMail 32.95 

LocoMail (for LocoScript 1) 9.95 

LocoFile 35.95 

LocoScript 2 and LocoFile 42.95 

LocoScript 2 and LocoSpell 41.95 

LocoMail and LocoFile 47.95 

Locomotive Printer Support Pack 31.95 

combines Standard & 24 Pin Printer Drivers 

disks, Prinrwheels disk and keyboards disk 

LocoFont (1 and 2) 32.95 

LocoFont 24 (Text & Display) 32.95 

3" Thesaurus (for LocoFile) 14.95 

Supertype 2 (fonts program) 12.95 



PROTEXT PCW 

The fast alternative to LocoScript, 

with Mail Merge and Spell Checker. 

£39.95 



DATABASES 



Masierfile 8000 32.95 

AtLaslPlus 24.95 

Comix Card Index (state model) 19.95 

Minerva First Base 19.95 



BUSINESS & FINANCIAL 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 

The best selling finance package 

for small business or personal use 

£44.95 



Cornix Simple Accounts 2 CALL 

Simple Accounts Entry Changer CALL 

Cornix Invoicing CALL 

Cornix Job Estimator CALL 

full specifications available on request 

Stockmarket 2 35.95 

Cracker 2 Turbo, spreadsheet 35.95 

System 3 (by Digita) 29.95 



SUPERCALC 2 
CALL FOR PRICE 



PROGRAMMING 



Amor C 36.95 

HisoftC 36.95 

Nevada COBOL 36.95 

Pascal 80 36.95 

Devpac 80 36.95 

Maxam 2 36.95 



D.T.P. AND GRAPHICS I EDUCATIONAL & TUTORIAL 



PRO-SCAN 

At last a high quality scanner tor all PCWs. Based 

on a 400 dpi hand held scanner & ottering 4 

scanning modes this is the ideal partner tor 

MicroDesign 2. 

£179.00 



MICRO DESIGN 2 

The best DTP program available tor the PCW. 

Drives 9 pin. 24 pin and even Laser printers lor top 

quality documents. 

software only £44.95 
with AMX Mouse £84.95 



STOP PRESS DTP! 

new low prices 

NOW INCLUDES MJC CUP ART DISK. OVER 150 PIECES FREEI 

STOP PRESS SOFTWARE C31 .95 

STOP PRESS & AMX MOUSE PACK C65.95 



AMX MOUSE 

suitable tor STOP PRESS. MICRO DESIGN 2, THE 

DESKTOP PUBLISHER, PROSCAN, and most 

PCW graphics software 

OUR PRICE £46.95 

Desktop Publisher and Mouse 59.95 

MasterScan and MasterPaint 49.95 

MasterScan, Paint, and Mouse 89.95 

Please call for advice before ordering Masterscan. 

AMSOFT CF2 DISKS 

5 for £9.95 10 for £17.95 
SPECIAL OFFER; 20 AMSOFTS, £32.00 

CONTINUOUS PAPER 

Size, weight/no. sheets 500 1 000 2000 

11" x 9.5", 60gsm 6.95 10.95 18.95 

A4, 70gsm 7.95 13.95 24.95 

A4, 80gsm 8.95 14.95 25.95 

A4, 90gsm 9.95 16.95 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

complete suite ot Word Processor, Comms, 

Spreadsheet (includes Graphics) and Database 

programs, manual and John Hughes' All In One Mini 

Office Book 

£26.95 



PCW UPGRADES 



8256 MEMORY EXPANSION 19.95 

Internal expansion comprising sotdcrless chips and 
complete easy to follow fitting instructions 

Amstrad FD4 Second 3.5" Disk Drive .CALL 

SCA 512k Rampackfor all PCWs 113.85 

SCA 768k Rampackfor 8256 136.85 

Flipper 2 Plus requires 512k 29.95 



SERIAL (RS232)/ PARALLEL 

INTERFACES 

SCA PROFESSIONAL £49.95 

SCA PRO PLUS £59.95 



Fun School range, by Database 

Fun School 3. 2 to 5 years 17.95 

Fun School 3, 5 to 7 years 17.95 

Fun School 3, 7 to 12 years 17.95 

LCL Software 

Micro English (Age 8-GCSE) 19.95 

Micro Maths (1 l-GCSE) 19.95 

Foreign Languages, by Kosmos 

French Mistress (12 to adult) 15.95 

German Master ( 12 to adult) 15.95 

Spanish Tutor ( 12 to adult) 15.95 

Italian Tutor ( 1 2 to adult) 1 5.95 

DGC Software Range 

Junior Playtime (4 to 8 years) 10.95 

Schools Out (7 to 14) 10.95 

Ultimate Sums (5 to 15) 10.95 

Ultimate Quiz 10.95 

Others 

Iansyst Crash Course 18.95 

lansystTwo Finger Conversion 18.95 

Crash Course is aimed at the novice typist, and leaches 

'correct' typing from the outset. Two Fingers is for more 

experienced keyboard users, and gradually coaxes you into 

using all of your fingers on the right keys! 



GAMES 



Clock Chess 89 14.95 

Home Entertainment Centre 14.95 

Cross-Grid 10.95 

Head Coach v3 16.95 

Lancelot 14.95 

Sir Perceval 14.95 

Terracom 14.95 

Tomahawk 14.95 

Tank Attack - 2 or more players only 14.95 

Time and Magik 10.95 

l)usl Covers 

8256/85 1 2. 3 piece 9.95 

9512 (w/out sheetfeeder). 3 pc 10.95 

9512, inc sheetfeeder, 3 pc 12.95 

Ribbons 

8256/8512. 14 metre fabric each 3.95 

two for 7.00 

9512 continuous fabric each 2.95 

two for 5.00 

9512 Amstrad branded Film each 3.95 

five for 17.95 

12 for 39.95 



MISCELLANEOUS 



PRINTERS 



All of the following printers are supplied with the necessary cable 
for your 9512. If you have an 8256 or 8512 you will need a 
suitable interface, such as the SCA Professional at £49.95 , A 

Miiuiblc cable will llten lie supplied to fit this. 

We are happy to give our advice on printers. Please call the 

nunuber shown below during normal office hours, 

9 Pin Printers 

PANASONIC KXP - 1081 159.95 

STAR LC-10 Mark One 169.95 

PANASONIC KXP - 1 180 179.95 

STAR LC-10 Mark Two 189.95 

STARLC200 219.95 

24 Pip Prin ters 

STARLC24-10 219.95- 

STAR LC24-200 269.95 

PANASONIC KXP-1 124i - nkwmoukli.299.95 
STAR LC24-200 Colour CALL 




-670301 



PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE TO THE U.K. 
SEND SAE NOW FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST 

Education, Local Authority and Government orders welcomed. 

Overseas customers also welcome, please call or write tor quotations. 

All goods subject to availability, all prices subject to change without notice. E&OE. 

CALLERS WELCOME 9.30 TO 5.00 SIX DAYS 

MJC SUPPLIES (PLS) 

2, The Arches, Icknield Way, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 1UJ 
TELEPHONE ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES 
LETCHWORTH (0462) 48.11.66 (6 lines) 




Proprietor: MJ Cooper. 



Write about what you know" is 
the advice given to aspiring 
authors in a million 'How To 
Do If handbooks. Like almost every 
terse, unambiguous recommendation 
ever made, il needs several 
qualifications, and Ihere are always 
exceptions.... 

Writing about writing is the most 
seductive trap of all. You are a writer. 
Day after day you sit there on your 
bottom, growing ever more pallid and 
flabby, bathed in the eldritch green light 
of the PCW screen. Inspiration is 
needed. A little voice says. "Write about 
what you know." You Mart tapping out a 
Story about a writer silling in front of a 
word processor strangely like yours. 

Gosh, this is easy! Drawing on 
memories of limes when you're sure thai 
whal appeared on the screen wasn't what 
you typed, you develop a plot about a 
word processor that comes alive and re- 
writes the author's words, lakes over 
what passes for his or her mind, hacks 
into the US defence network, starts a 
nuclear war. becomes God or Satan or 
even, dare I suggest, the editor of SIMM) 
Plus (Watch it! -Ed). 

Or instead you relax by playing 
some computer game, and thai suggests a 
story about a game thai becomes real, or 
traps the player inside the program, or.... 

The trouble is that, leaving out the 
later and more apocalyptic 
developments, all these storylines are 
based on what you know ton well: silling 
al a computer keyboard. 

The same old story 

Astonishingly, hordes of other writers 
have already found themselves in the 
same position and rung endless changes 
on the above plots. Editors moan and 
gnash their teeth al die sight of yet 
another minimally different variation. 

(Of course there are non-fiction 
equivalents, such as the incredibly droll 
article about hilarious alternatives 
suggested by LocoSpell....) 

This aspect of writing about what 
you know actually predales word 
processors. The annals of SF are full of 
strange typewriters: in 1955. for 
example. Damon Knight published a 
story about a writer whose typing errors 
proved lo be coded messages from 
world-dominating supercomputers. 

The infamous L.Ron Hubbard 
anticipated the "(rapped inside a 
computer game thai has become horribly 
real" in 1940, with a slory about being 
trapped in the plot of a hack novel. 

Which reminds me of another pitfall 
pointed out by the critic Nick Lowe in a 
cruelly funny article. Writers often drink 
a lot of coffee while tapping out their 
masierworks. Coffee is much on their 
minds. Hal. lazily written books thus lend 
to contain all too many scenes in which. 
without advancing the plol in any way. 
the characters stop for a nice cup of 
coffee. When you start lo notice and 
count these instances of authors "writing 
about whal they know", it can become 
downright embarrassing. 

There again, suppose you know 
something that's not commonplace but 
fairly esoteric. Can it be used in a story? 



Well, if it's such information as how lo 
create highly specialist PCW programs 
or how to detect the sex of frogspawn. it 
might be wiser to write il up (if at all) as 
a straight article for a computer 
magazine or New Scientist, respectively. 

Tried and tested 

The thing lo beware of in fiction is lite 
Great Expository Dollop required before 
lay readers can understand the interesting 
revelation you plan lo spring on (hem. In 
bad SF this is traditionally introduced by 
having someone say. "Gee. Professor. I 
know you told me already but how docs 
the frogspawn-sexing widgel work 
exactly?" The Professor then says. 
"Well. son. il's like this." and talks 
without interruption for three pages. 

Alternatively, the Professor is 
dispensed with altogether and you get a 
multi-page chunk of imaginary history 
starling 'Twenty years ago. the ships of 
the Federation had..." and ending with 
the pungent words, "...and so the free 
universe was saved and frogspawn- 
sexing became an exact science." 

No. this story will only move 
properly if the weird science is woven 
into ils fabric, revealed bit by hit in 
calculated, leasing asides. And il should 
be important to someone in the tale. A 
major character's happiness, or job. or 
life, must depend on gelling lhal 
frogspawn properly sexed. 

Another dangerous kind of specialist 
knowledge is the Thing Thai Really 
Happened To You. If you're writing 
straight journalism, the facts are 
supposed to come first (1 know ihey 
don't always). In liclion. though, that's 
not the point. 

In writing liclion. you are 
constructing a narrative machine 
designed lo give the reader particular 
sensations of excitement, wonder, terror 
or whatever. If one of the components 
doesn't fit. it's no good wailing — as 
inexperienced writers so often do — 
"Bui thal's the way il happened. I was 
there." Real-life incidents generally need 
lo be distanced, lictionalised and tiled 
down to shape before they can work as a 
cog in the narrative. Authenticity, alas, is 
no guarantee of artistic value. 

Too much! 

My last category of dubious knowledge 
is a more debatable one ... but I think it 
can be dangerous to be loo exclusively 
well-read in the kind of genre liclion you 
plan to write. 

Take science fiction (as I usually 
do). Obviously no one has much real 
specialist knowledge of such familiar SF 
gadgets as matter transmitters, faster- 
than-light spacecraft and lime machines. 
Bui in a nebulous way Ihere is a kind of 
SF consensus about these and many 
other strange devices. If you've read all 
the SF ever written, not only will your 
brains have turned to soup but you'll find 
yourself heavily influenced by what past 
writers have done. 

Sometimes, agreed, this can help you 
avoid hackneyed plot devices. You will 
know that you just cannot use thai one 
about the man who thinks lhal he's 
trapped in a memory warp on a strange 



Langford 




Last 
Writes 

Finding a new way to 
treat old topics can be 
difficult for writers - as 
Dave Langford explains 



planet with green creatures chanting at 
him in a less than friendly way. 
Everyone knows that il's only a mailer of 
lime before he wakes up. SF which 
builds only on oilier SF will almost 
automatically emerge as stale, with small 
twists on established ideas rather than 
anything brand-new. If you arc a 
towering genius, maybe you can do il. 
But far easier than being a lowering 
genius is to read a lot outside SF. both 
liclion and non-fiction, in the hope that 
some strange hybrid notions will emerge 
from the cross-fertilization. 

But writing reaches a deadlock 
situation, a point where the lighl between 
producing something new and 
imaginative or regurgitating a distinctly 
old chestnut has to be resolved one way 
or another. Ultimately, as you sit there 
staring into the terrible void of that blank 
computer screen, (when you can 
memorise the LocoScripl disc 
management screen, you know you're in 
trouble) you have to coax something new 
out of the unknown territories of your 
own imagination. 

Il's usually at this point thai ihe 
advice in the handbooks needs to be 
rephrased: "Write about whal you don't 
know." Or don't know yel ... until 
you've written it. • 
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Educational Software 



Abacus Software 

1 1 Woodcolc Drive 
Orpington. Kent BR6 8DB 
Tel: U689 836293. 

Proprietor JD Charlton 

All prices fully inclusive. 

ehei)ues. credit cards accepted. 



Send for free catalogue. Programs specially written for PCWs and PC 
;ompalibles. SuperVtaths - learn/practice arithmetic the fun way. Practice. 
Test and Worksheet options. Suits all ages (f 16.95 ) MarkSheet - All you 
need for entering, validating, editing and storing class marks - can be 
tailored to your school's requirements. Prints neat summary with averages 
and special codes (£25) Geometry in the Plane - makes geometry come to 
life. Construct geometric figures and investigate their properties. From the 
simplest construction (eg line through 2 points, with equation) to the most 
advanced. Make your own menus. Includes transformations (£25). 
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Get your music collection organised with: 

"The Album System" 

The Ultimate Music Cataloguing Svsteni 
for Amstrad PCW 8256. 8512 and 9512's 






Look at some of these features: 

• Catalogue* artist, lille. formal, label, dialogue no, vrar. personal nates and 
e\*ry track! 

• Fa*l KCCM to anv album in 4.5 wonik or lew 

• Hold* up lo 1 .bOu albunu on double Hided disks and 200 on tingle tided 

• Friendly and great fun to use with eye catching window-style display* 

• Ideal fui iIim.hs .ii»I moid ilmp-, lo Jisplas "inc moid MM [>Li\ inj-* 

• Unique auio-indexing system to help >t>u locate each album from the shell 

• Records, tapes, and CD ■■ can be catalogued independently 

• View your collection in 3 dillercnt orders instantlv; artist, title or year of release 

• Powerful searching facilities ■ find* albums from a word or a phrase Irom any track or title 
9 Pnnied catalogue listing* and one-off album reports 

• Automatic date stamping ot cveiv entrv you make, plus on-screen date and lime 

• Ideal for the serious collector * supports multiple entries of albums released on different labels 

• Comes with easy to follow installation and user guide 
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Cheques/PO's to Club29 Computer Services, 

3 Arun Close. Winnersh. Berks. RGI 1 5PG. 

Please state which PCW model vou have. 

£13.99 plus £1.60 p&p 
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PCW-PC FLOPPY DISK DRIVE KIT 

Amstrad PCW users wishing 

to upgrade to a PC or compatible are asking 

Can I transfer my existing data from my PCW computer 

to my new PC compatible? THE ANSWER IS YES! 

TIMATIC SYSTEMS offer a unique kit which will allow you to connect 
a standard Amstrad FD4 second 720K disk drive to your PC or 
compatible. The simple to use kit allows you to connect the drive (as if 
it were a standard external floppy disk) to most machines that have a 
normal PC type floppy controller and suitable cables. 

Software is provided with all versions of the kit to allow AUTOMATIC 
DETECTION of which Amstrad disk format you are reading. The kit 
will allow you to READ and WRITE files from both CP/M and 
Locoscript. 

Timatic Systems Ltd., 7 Palmerston Business Park, 

Newgate Lane, Fareham, Hampshire, P014 1DJ. 

Telephone (0329) 239953 - 236727 

Fax (0329) 237051 for Sales and MasterCard/Visa Orders 



PCW ROUTE FINDER 

ALLOWS • Multiple stops. 

* Vehicle details, costs + times. 

* Map creation. 

* A,B,M routes. 

* UK Map supplied. 

* Demo Disks available. 



Send SAE to: Mr M. J. Frampton, 

11 Beacon Road, Chatham, Kent 

Tel: 0634 827714 
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DGC 

SOFTWARE 
.SUMMER SALE 



PETE GERRARD'S HANDY DIARY + INTRODUCTIONARY £1 2.95 

The program to organise your social calendar, easy to use & lots of features. 
♦ ten other programs offering an exciting blend of the serious and exciting. 

CROSSGRID Was £14.95 NOW £9.95 

Crosswords without clues. Each absorbing puzzle requires an intriguing 
combination of lateral thinking and logic. Five levels of difficulty. Also 
includes CHAIN WORD another absorbing word puzzle. Suitable for 
teenagers and adults. 
Thoroughly recommended' Amstrad PCW Magazine 

JUNIOR PLAYTIME was £14.95 NOW £9.95 

Ten games designed to stimulate and amuse, hours of learning fun. 
Suitable children aged between four and eight years old. Complete with 
disk menu 'Junior Playtime Is a winner: excellent value for money, high 
calibre puzzles and appealing to children of all ages. - 8000 Plus. 

SCHOOLS OUT was £1 4.95 NOW £9.95 

Five great games - Hangman. Wordsearch, Junior Crossgrid, Four In a row. 
Reversl. Complete with disk menu. Recommend children over seven. " 
Good selection of games, challenging and fun. You can't go wrong" 8000 
Plus. 

ULTIMATE SUMS was £1 4.95 NOW £9.95 

The fun way to learn and practice sums. Eight types of sums, eight levels of 
difficulty. Includes Integrated noughts and crosses game. Suitable for 
children aged from five to mid-teens. 'The best kind of learnlnq for your 
kids' 8000 Plus. 

ULTIMATE QUIZ was £14.95 NOW £9.95 

Designed to help students learn and revise. ULTIMATE QUIZ can be played 
against the computer or competitively with friends, either way It's great fun. 
TWO QUIZ PROGRAMS. QUESTION EDITOR, QUIZ SHEET PRINTER AND TEN 
SEPARATE QUIZZES - 1000 questions. Make your own quiz with the editor. 
Suitable for teenagers and adults 'It's all good fun and rather addictive' 
8000 Plus. 

THE BIOLOGY DISKS £9.95 

1000 Biology questions & answers written by the experts Suitable for GCSE 
students 8; First Aiders. Requires Ultimate Quiz, or questions can be Inserted 
Into word processors and databases. 

Especially written for Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 

All prices fully inclusive - no hidden extras. 

New catalogue now ready. 

DGC Software, 12 Stonecroft, Eccleshill. Bradford, BD2 2HW 

L Tel 0274 636475 



Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 

Interesting solution... thoughtfully designed' says 8000 plus 

Com-Stax is a unique range of 

computer workpoints that stack your 

complete Amstrad PCW 

8256/8512/9512 or PC 1512/1640 pa*^ 

in under a quarter of a square metre f M 

of lloorspace. Each Com-Stax is j 

dedicated to a specific computer and 

fits like a glove. The reclining monitor I m 

position and angled keyboard makes 

your computer even more user ^^^^^B^^J U J 

friendly. Com-Stax interchangeable 

accessories are available to enable 

you to tailor your workpoint to your 

own individual needs. 

Locking Castors will get you mobile, a 

Papertray will cope with continuous 

paper, a Copyholder will position your 

reference documents adjacent to the 

screen, a Workshelf will provide an 

essential work surface adjacent to the 

keyboard, and a one piece Dustcover 

will neatly protect your machine when 

not in use. Com-Stax workpoints are 

beautifully finished in durable Black, 

White or Red lacquer. They are 

supplied in flat-pack form and are 

easily assembled in minutes with the 

alien key provided. 

Prices (including Postage and 
Packing and VAT):- 

PCW 8256/8512 98cm high x 41cm wide x 52cm deep £52.95 

PCW 9512 108cm high x 37.5 cm wide x 62cm deep £59.95 

PC 1512/1640 75cm high x 39cm wide x 55cm deep £56.95 

Write or telephone for full price list 

TO ORDER: 

Posf your cheque for (he inc/usive amount shown together with your name and address, 

staling computet model and choice ol colour to: 

COM-STAX LTD FREEPOST • LONDON • SW5 0BR ■ TEL: 071 244 8292 J* ZZ 




Home Truths 

Working from home doesn't have to involve isolation from the outside 
world - especially if you own a PCW. Andrew Bibby investigates 



It's easy to imagine - particularly 
perhaps when you're stuck on a train 
or in a motorway snarl-up on your 
way into work - the pleasures to he 
gained from giving up on urhan life and 
moving to a lilt Ic village deep in the 
countryside. The problem, of course, is 
what you would do next. Unfortunately, 
perhaps, work and career opportunities 
tend to be firmly city-based - exactly the 
reason why much of the British 
population left the countryside for the 
cities a century or more ago. 

Could new technology be about to 
change lhal relationship? Do new 
computer and telecomms developments 
make it possible to live far away from 
work colleagues and clients? Is the age 
of communicating by computer and 
telephone line from a high-tech 
workstation in a spare room nearer than 
we think? (Will Sutherland soon be as 
convenient as Surrey, or Penzance 
replace Penge as a base for office 
workers in the City?) 

Some people think so. The evocative 
term 'electronic cottage' was coined by 
Alvin Tofller in his influential book The 
Third Wave, first published over a 
decade ago. "It lakes an act of courage," 
he wrote, "to suggest lhal our biggest 
factories and office lowers may. within 
our lifetimes. Stand half-empty, reduced 
lo use as ghostly warehouses or 
converted into living space. Ycl ihis is 
precisely whal the new mode of 
production makes possible: a return lo 
collage indusiry on a new. higher, 
electronic basis, and with i( a new 
emphasis on the home as ihe centre of 
society." 

The rural life 

The idea lhal 'telecommuting' or 
'teleworking' could soon replace 
traditional commuting, has attracted 
considerable media and academic 
attention in Ihe years since Tofller wrole 
(even though as yel there are few 



examples of lelework operating in 
practice). The English rural development 
group ACRE, for example, recently 
appointed a worker to research lelework 
opportunities in Ihe countryside. The 
Highlands and Islands Development 
Board have also been active, striking a 
deal with BT in order lo make sure lhal 
tiny telephone exchanges in the north of 
Scotland arc equipped wilh ihe latest 
digital telecomms technology. ("This is 
the most important single investment ihe 
HIDB has made in the economic future 
of ihe Highlands and Islands." ihey went 
on lo suggest.) 

BT itself has been pushing the idea 
of teleworking: a recent national 
advertisement promoting their services 
showed a photograph of a period country 
collage, complete wilh ihe caption 
"Office. Sweet Office". All you need lo 
sel up in business from home, claimed 
BT. was "a phone socket, a desk lhal 
overlooks the garden and the right 
equipment." Is il really lhal simple? 

Kitted out 

The right equipment for teleworking. as 
readers of 8(X)() Plus will be aware, need 
nol cosl very much, and a PCW is 
perfectly adequale way lo start. To get 
your PCW on-line (that is, 
communicating wilh other computers 
elsewhere, via ihe ordinary telephone 
line) you will also need a modem. A 
modem's iask is to convert the 
digitalised information produced by ihe 
computer inlo an analogue (wave) signal, 
suitable for sending down ihe phone line 
(modems will evenlually become 
redundant when our traditional telephone 
network is replaced by Ihe long- 
promised Integrated Services Digital 
Network, ISDN). You will also need an 
RS232 interface lo plug in ihe modem, 
and suitable comms software - a tolal 
expendilure of perhaps £ 1 00-£200. 

Once you are on-line, the outside 
world awails you. It is an easy mailer to 
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"All you need for your electronic cottage is a 
PCW, a telephone, and a source of electricity" 

link your PCW up wilh a mainframe 
located the other side of the world (if 
you use on-line database services, 
California may be a frequent choice, for 
reasons we shall see shortly). 

You can send LocoScripied 
documents, converted inlo ASCII files, 
direct from the PCW lo one of ihe 
millions of telex or fax machines 
worldwide, by using an elcclronic mail 
service. Or you could forward memos, 
messages, or drafts of reports to other 
business colleagues and customers 
entirely electronically. All Ihey have to 
do is lo amend ihcm and return them 
straight into your PCW. 

The development of computer 
communications, in other words, has 
made teleworking a real possibility. 
Simple ihough il may sound, all you 
really need for your fairytale electronic 
collage in the country is a PCW, a 
telephone line and a source of electricity. 

Bui if you are planning to make 
serious business use of Ihis tele- 
technology you will need to be aware of 
the full range of on-line services 
available lo you. And lhat is whal we'll 
look al now. 



ELECTRONIC MAIL 



E-mail provides a convenient, though not 
necessarily cheap, method of exchanging 
files between different computers. 

Users are given their own electronic 
'mailbox' (space on the host computer), in 
which messages and documents from 
other subscribers are stored. Telexes can 
also normally be sent and received 
through e-mail: faxes can be sent, though 
not received. 



The largest e-mail service in Britain, 
Telecom Gold, is run by British Telecom. 
Phone 0800 200700 for details. An on-line 
demonstration is available. 

There are a number of other e-mail 
services, some primarily dedicated to 
leisure/hobby users. Many charities and 
voluntary sector groups use 
Poptel/GeoNet, one of the largest 
European e-mail systems (Phone 071 249 



2948). It is generally not very easy to 
exchange electronic mail between 
competing e-mail services. 

One possibility is to use The Direct 
Connection (mentioned in last month's 
News Plus) who provide gateways between 
almost all e-mail providers worldwide. A 
monthly subscription costs £10 plus VAT; 
for more details phone 081 853 2283, or 
try an on-line demo on 081 853 3965. ► 



Home working 



Viewdata 

I hi I rcmh 
approached things 
belter, giving away 
million! of free 
terminals to enable 
their viewdata 

sen ill'. Tclclel. Id 
HTiimc an 

established pan of 
French life. HI" have 

marketed (heir 

I'resiii service less 
effectively. 
Nevertheless, despite 

the lack of a good 

I'restei directory and 
the service's technical 
shortcomings, Prestd 
provides access to a 

Heallh cil nsehil on- 
line information. 
Ycslcl is also acting 
a host for the new 
PhoneBase sen Ice 
from H l (the on-line 
database service 
Which sans you 
having to eall up and 

>a> Director] 
inquiries fiir a 
iiiniiier uiu want); 
Electronic ^ ellovi 
Pages are also on 
I'rcslel. I Both these 
services can In 

addition be accessed 

direct) Phone 0800- 

200700 for details of 
I'restel Ion-line demo 

database also 

available). 

xinmi Plus's regular 

Case in Point series 

looked at an 
Independent viewdata 
system called 
Business Online. The 
si, vice provides up to 
the minute 

Information on a 
variety of subjects, 
including business, 
training and financial 
news. Business 

Online tan be 

accessed via a modem 
and Sage's 
communications 

software ( hit Chat 
1'lie service was 

masterminded by 
John Bonar, and you 

Can obtain more 
details b> telephoning 
(071)7385154, 
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BULLETIN BOARDS/TELECONFERENCES 



Bulletin boards are an established part of 
the comms world, often run by an 
enthusiastic sysop (system operator) from 
home, using a basic home computer and 
an ordinary phone line. They provide a 
forum for informal on-line discussion - 
about computers, comms, the state of the 
world, or anything else. It's all normally 
free. A more sophisticated bulletin 
board/teleconferencing service is 



provided by CIX ('kicks'). CIX now includes 
a new teleconference designed specifically 
for teleworkers; this has been set up by 
the telework magazine Live Wire, which 
was published for the first time in April, 
1991. CIX costs £15 registration, and 
thereafter a monthly minimum charge of 
£6.25 (further charges depend on usage). 
Information (voice) from (081) 390 8446 
or (on-line) from 081 390 1244/081 399 



5252. Highlands and Islands teleworkers 
may be interested in the Scottish based 
conferencing service Rurtel (047 982 
688). For those near Manchester, the new 
Manchester Host is worth investigating 
(061 839 4212) The massive US on-line 
service CompuServe (reviewed in 
September 1990s 8000 Plus), is actively 
recruiting UK users. Phone the UK office in 
Bristol (0800 289458) 



COMMERCIAL ON-LINE DATABASES 



Turn your PCW into a comprehensive 
reference library, by going on-line to the 
many commercial databases now 
available. Although prices can seem very 
expensive (in some cases, £3 per minute), 
the secret is to save what you need to hie, 
and not to attempt to read or print details 
while on-line. 

Before using on-line data sources, it 
can pay to talk informally to sympathetic 
librarians in your area with on-line 
experience. Also worth contacting may be: 
UK On-line User Group (UKOLUG), c/o IIS, 
40 Museum St, London WC1A 1LY. (Annual 
newsletter subscription £12.00). 

Some on-line databases are marketed 
directly by the company producing them: 
generally you pay an initial registration 
fee, and then are charged on a usage 
basis. However, many databases are 
available through a 'hosf service - a kind 
of electronic retailer. This is often the 
simplest route: once again, you choose 
which host(s) you want to use, register with 
them, and then pay an additional charge 
each time you go on-line. 

The largest 'hosf for on-line databases 
is probably the Calif ornian-based Dialog 



service, providing access to about 400 
individual databases. Most are of US 
origin, though Dialog is now also acting as 
host for an increasing number of European 
databases. Dialog has a UK office in 
Oxford (0865 730275); it runs free 
introductory on-line sessions in London 
and elsewhere. 

The main European rival to Dialog is 
the Switzerland- based Data-Star. Their 
London office can be contacted on 071 
930 7646. Data-Star has a strong bank of 
business databases, many also available 
through Dialog. 

Other large on-line hosts include ESA- 
IRS (071 323 7951), Orbit and BRS (both 
part of Robert Maxwell's on-line empire; 
contact 081 992 3456). The European 
Community has its own on-line service, 
ECHO; this is generally free to use. (ECHO, 
010 352 488041). The British Library's 
bibliographical records are accessible 
through BLAISE-LINE; they also run the 
specialist medical facility BLAISE-LINK. 
(Phone 0937 546585). 

Finally, some e-mail services also 
provide gateways into selected on-line 
databases. Telecom Gold, for example, 



offers access to about fifteen primarily 
business databases, including FTs Profile 
service, an extremely useful full-text 
archive of past newspaper and magazine 
articles from Britain and around the world. 

Until recent years, the existence of 
this wealth of on-line information was 
something of a trade secret, and most on- 
line searches were undertaken by trained 
information professionals, such as 
specialist librarians. Increasingly, however, 
database hosts and providers are trying to 
make their services more easily available 
to 'end-users' (that means us). 

It's fair to say that they have some 
way to go yet. It can still take much too 
long to learn the conventions necessary to 
make effective searches (each host has 
different search commands). 

It is also well-nigh impossible to work 
out which of the many possible routes to 
an individual database is likely to be the 
least expensive. Charging structures are 
very complex; while this may not matter if 
you are ICI, if s rather more important if 
you are surviving as a self-employed 
individual teleworker. Check the charges 
before you do anything else. 



FAX OF THE MATTER 

What about fax? While on-line computer 
comms is still something of a minority 
activity, facsimile transmission has arrived 
rapidly in the mainstream of business life. 

In some ways, this is all very 
ridiculous. It makes little sense to feed into 
a fax machine a document, letter or 
spreadsheet which was originally 
produced by a computer. How illogical to 
have to print out the computer hie as hard 
copy and then have it converted back into 
a form suitable for transmission by the fax 
machine's scanner. (It makes even less 
sense to use a fax if the recipient then has 
to re-type the document back into their 
own computer system!) But logic isn't 
everything. Fax machines are simple to 
use and easy to understand. They are also 




The Amstrad FX9600T, Which? 
magazine's recommended buy 

increasingly cheap to purchase. Amstrad 
are attempting to repeat their phenomenal 
PCW success with a range of low-cost fax 
machines, designed for home or small 



business use. In fact, a recent Which? 
magazine report Identified the Amstrad 
model FX9600T as one of its 
recommended buys. Don't be misled into 
thinking you need a second telephone line 
if you want to install a fax machine: you 
don't. Nevertheless, a second line can be 
sensible if you are teleworking and using 
the fax machine a lot; make sure the fax 
line number is ex-directory. 

Some companies have already seen 
the potential of the fax machine as a 
delivery system for information. One 
pioneer has been the TSB: they offer to 
supply up-to-date bank statements to your 
fax machine (you order thorn by 
telephoning the bank's computerised 
home banking service). 



THE PITFALLS 

Don't assume that rural teleworking will 
automatically be a bed of roses. There are 
important financial, emotional and 
psychological implications to the idea of 
working from home, and it is sensible to 
investigate the likely disadvantages as 
carefully as the advantages. The authors 
of a recent academic study, 'Telework: 



Towards the Elusive Office' summarise the 
issue like this: "For some it is a symbol of 
liberation from the daily grind of living in a 
suburb, commuting into the city, working 
from 9 to 5, a chance to get to know one's 
family and pursue new leisure interests. 
For others, it has become a symbol of 
isolation, exploitation and the end of any 



possibility of temporary escape from the 
drudgery of housework and childcare." 
Wonderful as technology may be, it seems 
there are some things which it's better to 
do in person - like buttonholing your boss 
in the corridor at work. It is essential that 
you consider all the options before making 
the move to work at home. 



visit our Poole shop — 

1 New Orchard 
High Street 
POOLE 
Dorset 

BH15 1LY 
Shop: (0202) 669668 

fox: 0202 - 668208 
PAPER 





cost effective computing starts here. . . . 






S order line: 0202 - 666155 

Moll Ordw Division: Unit 2A, StfU Ind Est, Sttrt« Rd. Poole, Dorset BH15 2AF 



BEST QUALITY white, wood free - LOW DUST specification 




1 1 x9.5" 


60gsm FANFOLD LISTING 


2000 


£13.95 




1 1 x9.5' 


70gsm MICROPERFORATED 


2000 


£15.95 




11x9.5" 


85gsm LETTER QUALITY 


1000 


£10.95 




A4 size 


70gsm MICROPERFORATED 


2000 


£19.95 




A4 size 


85gsm LETTER QUALITY 


1000 


£11.95 




11x9.5" 


NCR 2 -PART PLAIN 


1000 


£21.95 




11x9.5" 


NCR 3 -PART PLAIN 


700 


£24.95 




_»nd of course there's our own UNIQUE AS continuous paper 




, A5 size 


80qsm LETTER QUALITY 


1000 


£11.95 . 





TOP QUAUTY FANFOLD LABELS FROM J& AVERY 
ADDRESS SIZE: 35 x 1.5" available 1 or 2 across 



2.75 x 1.00" 
2.75 x 1 .50" 
3.50 x 1.00" 

3.50x1.50- 

3.50 x 2.00" 



£2.75 
£3.70 
£3.15 

£3.75 

£6.30 



- ALL PRICES ARE 



£ 



1.00 x 
4.00 x 
4.00 x 
5.00 x 
5.00 x 
5.00 x 
r woo - 



1.00" 
1.50" 
2.00" 
1.00" 
1.50" 
2.00" 



£3.40 
£4.50 
£6.50 
£3.95 
£5.95 
£7.50 



CARRIAGE - Paper and Labels are subject 
to an extra charge towards delivery.- PLEASE SEE BELOW 

PERSONAL ORGANISER PAPER 



FABRIC 

RIBBON 

RE-INKING 

FORMULA 



a future-friendly 
product from 
OFFICE-21 



-•"/ 




Fanfold paper for your organiser! 
Use with LocoScript etc or specialist programs! 
6.5-in deep (39 lines) by 3.75-in wide + edge strips 
80gsm white paper with microperfed edges. 
2S0-pack £g.<?S, 500-patk £I4.«?S fig? 



DISKS 



THE VERY BEST maXEll CF2 3" HIGH GRADE DISKS 

suits all 3" drives, single or double density 

5 for just £H.S0 10 for just £2!.<?5 
20 for just £43.40 plus FREE 

L0CKABLE DISK BANK (holds 20*) WORTH £9.95 
* CF-2 Disk labels: £2 per 50 when ordered with other goods. 



DUST COVER SETS: -protect your computer from lifes 
little mishaps - Coffee/ Children/Pets/Dust Machine washable 

8256 * 8512 * 9512 * 9512+S/Feeder £<T.<?5 
PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS - All styles £5.95 ea. 
THE DESK TOP STRIPPER I -strips the perforated edges 
from fanfold paper. VERY USEFUL our price. . . .£9.95 



RIBBONS 



ALL TOP UK BRANDS 



8256 

8256 

*8256 

8256 



Black fabric std 
Fabric LONGUFE 
Fabric colours 
Multistrike films 



2741 FN 
2741 LL 
2741 Col 
2741 MS 



£3.95 
£4.95 
£4.95 
£3.95 



Band B 
Band C 
Band C 
Band B 



8256 ribbons also suit the 8512 
We recommend FABRIC ribbons for these printers 

9512 Black fabric std 2746FN £3.95 Band B 

9512 Fabric LONGUFE 2746LL £4.95 Band C 

*9512 Fabric colours 2746Col £4.95 Band C 

9512 Multistrike films 2746MS £3,95 Band B 

Multistrike films are the kind supplied with new 9512's 
but FABRIC ribbons can be used with Re-inK. to further 
increase the printing life of the ribbon. 

LIFETIMES: Multistrike Films 100K chars 
- Fabric std 400K cha-s 
* Fabric LONGUFE 750K chars 

COLOURS AVAILABLE 8256/9512: - Blue/Brown/Red/Green 
Buying more than one 7 2 - oil 5 - oft 

Price Band B £7.*S £!6.<?S 
Price Band C £8.15 £l<?.<?5 




Still throwing your old ribbons away? 




Simple, easy re-inking at home! 

One can will Re-inK up to 30 PCW 
ribbons or top-up 100+11 



4 Completely ozone-friendly 

4 Contains NO propellents or harmful solvents 

4 Recyclable aluminium can 

4 Superb quality dense black ink 



on 
£12 



% 



Inc vaf 



All fabric ribbons have press-on tops . . . Just lift off the top, 

spray on a teaspoon ful or two of ink and leave to dry. 

For CLEAN, CLEAR, BLACK PRINT . . . again and again and again . . . 



SOFT SPOT 



** PLEASE STATE WHICH PCW YOU HAVE WHEN ORDERING SOFTWARE ** 



Cracker II Turbo Spreadsheet £36.95 

Cracker II Turbo PLUS £39.95 

dBase II database £49.95 

Home Entertainment Centre £20.95 

Knife Plus £18.95 

LocoScript 2 £27.95 

LocoSpell 2 £22.95 

LocoScript & Spell Combo £37.95 

LocoFile (8256/8512) £32.95 

LocoFile (9512) £32.95 

LocoMail (8256/8512) £28.95 

LocoFile & Mail Combo £47.95 

LocoFile & Script 2 Combo £42.95 

LocoFont Combo (9 -pin) £27.95 

LocoFont 24 Combo £27.95 

Loco Printer Support Pack £27.95 



MAP Stock Control £49.95 

MasterFile 8000 £45.95 

MicroDesign 2 £19.95 

MicroDesign 2 ♦ Mouse & l/F £89.95 

Mini Office Professional £29.95 

Money Manager PCW £67.95 

Professional Adventure Writer £24.95 

Protext Word Processor £59.95 



Derek Rogers Total Accounting £79.95 
Rogers Demonstration Disk £ 4.95 

(Refundable on return it ordering full version) 



Sage Payroll 
Sage Popular Accounts 
Sage Popular Accounts Plus 
Stockmarket 2 



£59.95 
£82.95 
£139.95 
£44.95 



* Mouse & Interface only £49.95 * Mouse mat only £4.95 
* CPS 8256 Serial/Parallel Printer interface only £59.95 



NO VAT INCREASE WITH CASPELL 

(We've absorbed the difference) 







ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

some day despatch + 1st doss delivery 

ALL ITEMS FREE DELIVERY except Paper & Labels 

* HOW TO ORDER * 



order by FREEPOST 

CASPELL COMPUTER 

Dept 8K 

FREEPOST 

Poole 

Dorset BH15 2BR 



coll ot SHOP or WAREHOUSE 

See top for addresses 



order by PHONE 
S 0202 - 666155 

4 - LINES * 24 hrs W, 



order by FAX 

a 0202 - 668208 
24 hrs 



PAYMENT 

CHEQUES - made payable to CASPELL COMPUTER 



VISA and ACCESS POSTAL ORDERS 



DELIVERY 

UK MAINLAND 



PAPER 

(except Personal Organiser) 
(any quantity) 
3/5 DAY SERVICE £5.00 

NEXT DAY SERVICE: £10.00 

(orders placed by 3:00pm) 

OVERSEAS: (optional insurance) PERSONAL CALLERS 

Surlace shipping at cost Free of Charge (of coursel) 



LABELS 

(any quantity) 
£2.50 
£10.00 



EVERYTHING 
ELSE 

(any quantity) 
£ FREE 
£10.00 




COPIES OF OUH TERMS OF TRADING ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. ALL OFFERS ARE VALID FOR 28 DAYS 
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Live and Learn 



Many of us would like to learn more, but don't have the time to attend 
classes after a day at work. So, why not let your PCW help? Tim Smith 
looks at three educational packages which aim to teach you at home 



Variety is... 

The software selected 
for Ihis month's 
Beginners' Guide was 
chosen to show just 
what is on offer for 
different age groups. 
There are many more 
packages to choose 
from; check this 
month's Good 
Software File on page 
69 to sec what else is 
on offer! The range is 
quite impressive. 



The three programs on show this 
month are probably the most 
diverse you will come across 
grouped together in 8000 Plus. Two of 
them are aimed firmly at the youngsters. 
The third is aimed at building confidence 
for 1992 by teaching the French 
language in practical applications rather 
than in terms of verb declension or 
sentence parsing. However, they all have 
one unifying factor; they aim to bring the 
process of learning into the home, and 
under your control via the PCW. 

The computer has a long, and stormy 
history in education. On one hand you 
have the attitude which sees computers 
as business or play tools, not fit to be 
used in educational establishments. On 
the other, we have educators like 
Seymour Papert, the inventor of the 
Logo programming language (look at the 
system disc(s) which come with your 
PCW and you will find this language 
lurking there). This allows pupils to 
learn mathematics, geography and even 



structured logic and programming. A 
third, and more divisive group has 
recently come to the fore in Japan and 
the United States. These are the theorists 
who want to take teachers out of the 
classroom and replace them completely 
with computers. The reasoning behind 
this is that each pupil can have a 
machine matched to his or her needs as 
they are constantly monitored by the 
program. This gives rise to quite a few 
questions as well as some practical 
problems. For example, how can you get 
a computer to do playground duty or 
organise sport? 

Happily for us, the PCW retains an 
honourable face in the educational arena. 
The software released for it is for use in 
the home and so is not weighed down 
with any theoretical baggage which 
might detract from its potential as a 
micro-tech blackboard. 

If you think about it, your PCW is an 
ideal supplement to a full education. For 
a start you can switch it off when you 



want to. You can attend, or have your 
children attend, classes as and when it 
suits you. You can go back over 
elements which you haven't quite 
grasped without fear of embarassment. 

And best of all, while you are 
learning French, Maths, or any subject, 
you are also becoming more familiar 
with the machine in which you have 
invested your hard cash. 

If you are buying packages like Fun 
School 3 for your children, then you can 
actively monitor their progress. And let's 
face it, the majority of children like to 
see images animated on a screen (think 
of those Turtles!) so the likelihood is that 
they will stick with their studies. 

It should be kept in mind however, 
that all of the packages reviewed here, 
and any others which you might see for 
the PCW, are to be treated as 
supplementary aids rather than 
substitutes. Once you have a grounding 
in business French you have to get out 
there and use it to perfect your skills. 



FUN SCHOOL 3 

Database Software • E24.99 • (0625) 
859333 • Europa House, Adlington, 
Macclesfield SK10 4NP 

There are three packages in the the Fun School 
range. These are for 5 year olds and under, 5 to 
7 year olds, and over 7s. The version we are 
looking at here is aimed at the 5 to 7 year old 
age group. 

"Not a lot of use to me," you might think, but 
think again. The Fun School series is available on 
nearly every home computer you could imagine 
and so is quite likely to be used in schools. In fact 
this is the intention of the software house, which 
proudly proclaims that the package 'Conforms to 
the national curriculum' in a red sticker on the 
front of the box. Consequently if you do have 
children, or if you are a grandparent whose 
grandchildren have access to a PCW, this will be 
of great help to the child. 

For once, we have no hesitation in 
recommending this piece of software. Each of the 
bundles was put together by both experienced 
programmers and educationalists. This means 
that you get the best of both worlds - a large 
bonus as it should keep even the most errant 
child quiet for a few hours allowing you to catch 
up with that Protext manual. 

Fun School 5 to 7 comprises six modules, 
each of which is a test which begins in such 
simple style that you would be extremely worried 
if the average 6 year old was caught out by it. 




The opening screen displays a list of the 
learning games on offer 

However each builds up over a period to a high 
level of testing. The six in question are as follows: 

1 Toyshop: Excellent idea this, which will appeal 
to the child's natural sense of greed and get 
them to carry out some maths while training up 
the cognitive skills at the same time. The first 
step sees them choosing a named toy. From then 
on they have to choose toys which cost a certain 
amount. This ranges through some complex 
fractional calculations. Get the answer right and 
the shopkeeper smiles. Get it wrong and you are 
greeted with a sad frown. 

2 Time: This teaches the child to tell the time by 
using a very pleasantly drawn clock in what 
appears to be a farmyard. Once again it starts 
easily and builds up. 

3 Funtext: This one requires the help of a parent 
It involves the child answering questions (for 
example, about dinosaurs), but also having to 
access the information needed for a correct 



Geography for beginners in Journeys. 
That's Freddie the Frog by the way! 

answer from a database. Complex enough to 
have non-computer familiar adults gasping. An 
excellent module. 

4 Collect: Freddie Frog has to hop around a 
bunch of logs in order to carry out some sums. 
Because the 'maze' of logs is static this is 
probably the least challenging of the set. 

5 Electricity: Again, an adult should be present if 
only to stop the child trying the circuit diagrams 
practically. This is aimed more at 11 year olds as 
it entails getting the child to understand and 
complete electronic circuits on screen. 

6 Journey: The child has to guide Freddie the 
Frog on various journeys. It will teach left from 
right if nothing else! 

Ease of use: 5/5 

Documentation: 5/5 

Range of features: 4/5 

Performance: 4/5 
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ULTIMATE SUMS 

DGC Software Ltd • C14.95 • (0274) 
636475 • 1 2 Stonecroft, Ecclesh ill, 
Bradford BD2 2HW 

It is difficult to say just where this little bundle 
falls in the great scheme of things. To keep the 
less grown-up among us amused and interested, 
there are two options. You can play a game of 
noughts and crosses in which each correctly 
answered sum gets you an X or a 0. The second 
option allows you to select 'Joke On'. This is an 
original way to maintain the attention of a child in 
a subject area which is less than inspiring. If you 
provide the correct answer to a sum, then you 
are rewarded with a joke. It has to be said that 
these jokes are not the most original or side- 
splitting that we have come across, but 
nonetheless, they are a clever feature. 

Ultimate Sums is a fairly basic program with 
limited graphics and ability. All the 
documentation is on disc - never a welcome 
feature, and perhaps especially unwelcome in an 
educational package, where the learning 
capacity of the user will be fully absorbed by the 
task at hand. Operating instructions would have 
been better as hard copy at the user's side. 

The heart of Ultimate Sums is definitely in 
the right place. It sets out to instill the rudiments 
of Maths into the user by setting questions. This 
is all very well for the early levels; there are eight 
in each section with a score sheet for each one 
which is saved to the M: drive. One very useful 




This game of 'noughts and crosses' is 
played by solving simple sums 
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When the levels get difficult, you've a 
good chance of seeing the 'wrong' cross! 

feature is the ability to print this scoresheet out; 
this means that a child can be left to carry out 
the exercises by themselves, and you can check 
progress later on. This takes the pressure off the 
student, and allows the parent to have a 
permanent record of performance. One possible 
failing in the program occurs when you move up 
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Here you set the difficulty level and the 
'game' that you want to play 

to things like finding those loathsome square 
roots and squares. An element of education by 
explanation would have been a good thing here. 
It is all very well asking what the square of 17 is, 
and then telling the hapless user that they are 
wrong to say 12, but if no strategy has been 
given you may as well be asking the trajectory of 
a space shuttle to the moon. 

Frankly, it would not be too difficult to 
program the functions of this package using 
Mallard BASIC, and doing so would probably 
teach you more about maths and your PCW. 

On the whole, Ultimate Sums is a good piece 
of software, which will take the drudgery out of 
learning one of the least popular school subjects. 

Ease of use: 5/5 

Documentation: 3/5 

Range of features: 3/5 

Performance: 3/5 



BUSINESS FRENCH 

Apex Computer Services 

£49.95 • (0273) 727 477 

Duke House, 33 Waterloo Street, Hove, 

Sussex, BN3 IAN 

After using this package for a few days the urge 
was to start this overview with something along 
the lines of Des ameliorations dans nous PCWing 
sont incroyable - but we managed to resist. 

This bundle is aimed fairly and squarely at 
the person who has long since seen the back of a 
French class, doesn't actually want to be 
bothered with learning the language but does 
require a few useful phrases when travelling in 
France or any French speaking country. 

Business French comes in six chunks: 

1 Business: This enables you to chat with your 
European counterpart about such topics as 
packing, despatch and shipping, and money and 
finance. What would happen if you were asked 
anything which is not on the stock list of 
questions and answers is debatable! 

2 Technical: This takes on board subjects like 
motion and physical change, shape and 
orientation, and tools, machines, instruments 
among others. 

3 Travel: Whether you are going by air, sea or 
land you are catered for. And if you get bored at 
the board meeting there is also a section on 
hotels and sightseeing. 

4 Restaurants: Here you are lead through main 
courses, desserts, and the wonderfully named 
'miscellaneous foods' among other general 
gourmet-style terms. 

5 Communications: This allows you to deal with 
complaints, business letters, and useful 
telephone language. 

6 Social: This section takes in the very important 
French concern of relationships between people, 




Here is the very comprehensive list of 
categories within Business French 




Create your own category and build up a 
customised language for your interest 

habits and customs, and social and 'polite' 
expressions. Basically, you are given the option 
of translating choice phrases either from French 
to English or vice versa. You are given the option 
of making a number of wrong answers before the 
correct one is filled in for you. 

Probably the most useful section of the 
entire program in terms of actually learning 
French is the ability to create your own 
categories from real life situations. Say, for 
example, your business specialises in that 
commodity so beloved of 8000 Plus, widgets. 
And widget making involves a great many 
specialised terms. You can phone your French 



The program translates business 
terminology between French and English 

counterpart for the translations (working on the 
principle that they speak better English than you 
do French - a good assumption for most people 
unfortunately). You then enter these into your 
customised test section and away you go. This 
saves your partner from having to go through 
them all with you prior to your visit and means 
that you can teach yourself what you need to 
know, when you need to do it. 

Business French is a good, solid product for 
those of us who need a basic knowledge of the 
language. And, of course, it is increasingly 
relevant with 1992 bearing down fast. It would be 
impressive to see how the program has been 
extended since 1988 when the review copy was 
made. The quality of programming indicates that 
plenty of thought has gone into it and that any 
improvements or embellishments should be worth 
the wart. Incidentally, if French does not appeal, 
then there are two other programs in the family • 
one is Spanish, and the other Italian. Each of 
these costs £49.95. 

Ease of use: 5/5 

Documentation: 4/5 

Range of features: 4/5 

Performance: 4/5 
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Your turn! 

I .i~ : month we 
launched an appeal 
for short, punchy 
listings for a new 
section. Starters' 
Orders. The idea of 
the section is to 
encourage all those 
among you who have 
never tried typing in 
a listing to have a go! 
So, the challenge for 
the more 

experienced BASIC 
huffs out there is to 
provide the listings'. 
Contributions should 
be no more than 4(1 
lines long, and the 
subject matter is up 
to you. Send your 
work in to Starters' 
Orders. 8000 Plus. 
30 Monmouth Street, 
BathBA12B\V. 




Listings 
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Martin Le Poidevin introduces two programs to pool your mind and mind your 
pools. Brighten up Saturday afternoons with Listings! 

ROW OF 4.BAS by Keith Boothroyd 

ROW_OF_4.BAS is a reworking of the 
old game of CONNECT4. All you have 
to do is get four of your counters in a 
row before the computer achieves the 
same result with its counters. Sounds 
simple? Is this just another version of 
noughts and crosses? 

Well. no. The problem is that the 
grid in which you play (seven by six 
squares in size) is controlled by gravity. 
You drop a counter in at the top. and it 
falls (by dint of the PCW's remarkable 
GRAVITY utility) to (he bottom 
available square in thai column. 
This has (he advantage of cutting down 
die number of squares that are available 
to you at any go - you have a choice of 
rows 2 to 8; on the down side, it means 
(hat you have to think very carefully 
about what opportunities you are 
opening up for the computer. 

And (he compu(er, with all i(s brain 
power, is a very clever opponent. It 
seems to have the knack of blocking 
your winning run. while at the same 
lime pulling itself into a position from 
which ii can't lose. 

Given time, you will discover tricks 
and tactics which will strengthen your 
hand, but our advice for the moment is: 
keep an eye on those diagonals! 

And bear in mind that you always 
have the first go. 

To fit all this into 43 lines is no 
mean feat - especially when you realise 
that the computer's "artificial 
intelligence" has to be included in those 
lines as well! 

The key lo the whole affair is a 
"two-dimensioned array", which is 
quietly given pride of place as (he first 



lease wait ! 






Another tough battle reaches its climax as the computer and its human counterpart pit their 
wits in Row of 4 . With a bit of practice, you'll soon be beating the PCW every time! 



piece of code: DIM z(6.7). This tells the 
computer to reserve memory slots for 
noi jus( one value of z. bui for 42 
values, which are to be s(ored in 6 
groups of 7. So now we can call up any 
of those values by referring (o its 
position - z(4.5) will be ihe fifth 
member of (he 4lh group. 

Setting store 

In practice, all (he program is doing is 
storing (he game's playing area in ils 
memory in (he easiest possible form, If 
we change (he two values in brackets to 
(row .column) - so that they become co- 
ordinates of a sort - the whole concept 
as applied to this game becomes very 
much easier to comprehend. 

In this instance only three values are 
stored in ihe grid. If (he counter at a 



certain position is (he computer's, (hen 
v(r.c) is 5: if it is yours, (hen v(r.c) is I. 
If i( is blank, (hen (he value siored is 0. 
This makes i( simple for (he computer to 
work ou( if anybody has won. If (here 
are four consecutive squares (in any 
direc(ion) which add up to 20. (hen (he 
computer must have won: if four 
squares add up (o 4 (hen you have won: 
otherwise, nobody has won! 

There is one other nicety which 
more experienced programmers might 
want (o (hink aboul. Ins(ead of a long 
list of variables. Mr Boothroyd has used 
(in lines 320 and 330) DATA lines 
which are READ in line 1 80. and 
assigned to the variable names j...i. This 
happens four times, which makes it 
considerably neater (han defining 40 
differeni variables! 



10 DIM z(6,7) :pl$="Please wait I":p2$="Your turn":p3$="I Win !" 1D12 

20 hm$=CHR$(27)+"H":cl$=CHR$(27)+"E"+hm$:m$=CHR$(149) :dr=0 15C5 

30 PRINT cl$;:FOR t=l TO 7 : FOR y=l TO 6 : z (y, t) =0 :NEXT y :kc (t ) =0 :NEXT t 2120 

40 a$=CHR$ (27 ) +CHR$ ( 112 ) + "COMPUTER" +CHR$ (27 ) +CHR$ ( 113 ) :b$=" .PLAYER. " 19 99 

50 p5$ = "It's A Draw":p4$ = "You Win":x$=" ":GOSUB 60:GOTO 130 1BA9 

60 PRINT hm$;"ROW OF 4";x$;" Score:- Player ";vl;" Computer ";v2 1D59 

70 PRINT : PRINT : FOR t=2 TO 8 : PRINT SPC (4 ) ; t ; SPC ( 3 ) ; :NEXT t : PRINT 223D 

80 FOR y=l TO 6: FOR q=l TO 70: PRINT CHR$ ( 154 ) ; :NEXT q 1835 

90 pass=0: PRINT: FOR t=l TO 7 : PRINT m$;:IF z(y,t)=0 THEN PRINT x$ ; 21A2 

100 IF z(y,t)=5 THEN PRINT a$; ELSE IF z(y,t)=l THEN PRINT b$; 1CF7 

110 PRINT m$;:NEXT t: PRINT: NEXT y:dr=dr+l 15DB 

120 FOR q=l TO 70:PRINT CHR$ ( 154 );: NEXT q : PRINT : PRINT : PRINT : RETURN 23EA 



Lines 60-1 20 print the screen. The screen is totally re-drawn after every move, which keeps the code short. 

However, it does add 
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130 ky$=INKEY$:IF ky$="" THEN 130 ELSE IF ky$<"2" OR ky$>"8" THEN 130 

140 w=ASC(ky$)-49:IF z(l,w)<>0 THEN 130 

150 FOR y=2 TO 6: IF z(y,w)<>0 THEN z (y-1, w) =1 :GOTO 170 

160 NEXT y:z(6,w)=l:GOTO 170 

170 GOSUB 60:PRINT pl$:IF (kc (w) =1) * (z (kr (w) , w) =1) THEN kc(w)=0 



180 
190 
200 
210 
220 
230 
240 
250 
260 
270 
280 
290 



You tell the computer which column to put your counter in, and it calculates how far it should fall 



FOR lap=l TO 3:FOR loop=l TO 4 : READ j , k, l,m, d, e, f , g,h, i 

FOR r=j TO k:FOR c=l TO m 

tot=(z(r,c) )+(z(r+g,c+d) )+(z (r+h,c+e) ) +(z(r+i,c+f ) ) 

IF tOt=20 THEN 310 ELSE IF tot=4 THEN PRINT p4$; SPC (7 ) :GOTO 420 

IF (lap=2)*(tot=15 OR tot=3) THEN GOSUB 340: IF pass=l THEN 290 

IF (lap=3)*(tot=10 OR tot=2) THEN GOSUB 340: IF pass=l THEN 290 

NEXT c:NEXT r:NEXT loop : RESTORE : NEXT lap:f=0 

f=f+l:pass=0:w=INT(RND*7)+l:IF z(l,w)<>0 THEN 250 

IF (kc(w)=l)*(z(kr(w),w)=0)*(f (8) ) THEN 250 

FOR y=2 TO 6:IF z(y,w)<>0 THEN z (y-1, w) =5 :GOTO 290 

NEXT y:z(6,w)=5 

RESTORE : GOSUB 60:IF dr>42 THEN PRINT p5$:GOTO 430 



1C5F 
105C 
1713 
0BD6 
1AA1 



1A94 
0D74 
1628 
1E4 8 
1BBE 
1B9C 
1B7B 
192E 
118D 
1736 
07C8 
196B 



I 



This section checks whether there are any winning lines, or lines which are near to winning. It also checks for a draw 



300 IF tOt=20 THEN 310 ELSE PRINT p2$; SPC (7 ) :GOTO 130 18B7 

310 PRINT p3$;SPC(9) :GOTO 420 0C5B 

320 DATA 1,6,1,4,1,2,3,0,0,0,1,3,1,7,0,0,0,1,2,3 0CAB 

330 DATA 1,3,1,4,1,2,3,1,2,3,4,6,1,4,1,2,3,-1,-2,-3 0D7A 

340 IF z(r,c)=0 THEN nr=r :nc=c : GOSUB 390:IF pass=l THEN RETURN IEEE 

350 IF z(r+g,c+d)=0 THEN nr=r+g:nc=c+d: GOSUB 390: IF pass=l THEN RETURN 22D3 

360 IF z(r+h,c+e)=0 THEN nr=r+h:nc=c+e : GOSUB 390: IF pass=l THEN RETURN 22E9 

370 IF z(r+i,c+f)=0 THEN nr=r+i :nc=c+f : GOSUB 390:IF pass=l THEN RETURN 22FF 

380 RETURN 0515 



Lines 340-380 deal with the computer's moves to block your lines or add to its own 



390 IF nr=6 THEN z (nr, nc) =5 :pass=l :RETURN 155F 

400 IF z(nr+l,nc)<>0 THEN z (nr, nc) =5 :pass=l : tot=tot+5 :RETURN 1EF2 

410 IF lap=2 THEN kc (nc ) =1 :kr (nc) =nr+l :RETURN ELSE RETURN 1C7C 

420 IF tot=20 THEN v2=v2+l ELSE vl=vl+l 11C0 

430 INPUT "Again ? (Y)or (N) ";q$ : IF q$="y" OR q$="Y" THEN RESTORE: GOTO 20 2097 



Notice that there is no 'END' command. If the answer to the question in line 430 is not 'V, the computer goes to the 
next line. ..which doesn't exist, and the program ends automatically 



POOLSCHK.BAS by G G Tozzo 



Lois of people do the pools.There are the 
form buffs, who call on a deep well of 
knowledge aboul (he game and ils 
players. Then there are the "pattern 
pundits", who work on systems, and 
follow proven methods. 

Finally, there are those who read 
their tea-leaves, pick numbers which 
have been lucky during the week, or 
simply put a pin into the coupon. 

There are even those who have a 
fixed set of numbers recorded with the 
pools company, which are used every 
week as their entry. Which is not to 
forget those who find themselves with a 
couple of minutes to spare on a Saturday 
afternoon, and scan the fixtures "just for 
fun - . All these people have one thing in 



24 points = 

23 points = 

22.5 points = 

22 points = 

21.5 points = 

21 points = 



These are the changes to be made for Paul 
Swinner's pools last Saturday. He makes 5 
entries, so needs to define eS 5 times 

common (besides the dream of large 
prizes). They have to check their coupon. 



9k 

edit 2S0 

350 FOR i=l TO 5 

ielete 530-570 
9k 

S30 el(l)="040G10343S4S4750S157" 
S40 et(2)="040611272840424S4851" 
S50 et(3)="03060912182735434748" 
SB0 et(4)="0102101S182S26274SSS" 
S70 et(S)="0S07111317213S364550" 
S80 RETURN 



And this is the result. The lucky man will now 
be rich, and he knows it quick, because he 
reads 8000 Plus! 

A tiresome little chore - but do you dare 
miss it for one week? 
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Which is where POOLSCHK.BAS 
comes in. This program will calculate 
the results lor all permutations of 8 from 
10 pools coupon entries. Other perms 
could be calculated with little 
modification. 

All it takes from you is to enter your 
predictions as you fill in your coupon, 
and save them as part of the program: 
then on Saturday afternoon, reload the 
program and enter the results of all the 
games as directed. 

When entering the results, by the 
way. terminate each input by pressing 
| RETURN] without a number. 

After a few seconds, the computer 
will display the news, good or bad. of 
any of your lines which have scored 21 
points or more. 

The idea of the Treble Chance 8 
from 10 is simple. All you have to do is 
select 8 matches which you think will 
end in score draws. But the chances 
against that happening are phenomenal, 
so the companies give you the chance to 
nominate a larger number of matches. 
All the possible permutations of 8 
matches from those ten are now valid 
entries on your form, a total of 45 "lines' 
in all. So with one entry of 8 out 10. you 



have 45 chances of winning. 

The scoring is worked out as 
follows: if one of the matches in the line 
is a score draw, you get 3 points; if a no- 
score draw you get 2 points, with 1 for a 
win by the away team, and 1 for a win 
by the home team. If one of your lines 
gains 24 points, then you are a winner: 
anything close to it and you're still in 
with a chance. 

Setting up 

So then, how do you set up your 
program? The key is in lines 530 and 
following. These are your predictions, 
each line of the program here 
representing one set of 10 coupon 
numbers. To enter your numbers, erase 
everything between the speechmarks in 
line 530. Now reconstruct the line, 
exactly as before, but with your 
numbers. They must be packed together 
- no spaces or commas - and each 
number must have 2 digits. So. 7 would 
be entered as 07. 4 as 04 and so on. In 
the end. you should have 20 digits 
between the speechmarks. 
This becomes eS( 1 ). As it stands, the 
program is set up to deal with 4 entries 
(each producing 45 lines, remember); 



eS( 1 ) is the first entry. e$(2) the second, 
and so on. 

If you have a number smaller or 
greater than 4. then simply enter the 
information here, with eS(n) growing 
each time. Make sure that each entry has 
10 numbers (twenty digits): if necessary, 
push line 570 further down, create new 
lines, and renumber everything 
accordingly; but make sure that the very 
last line of all says simply "RETURN". 

The maximum number of entries 
you can have is 10: internal space can be 
provided for more by a DIM statement. 

The only other thing you must do is 
the second number in line 250. Instead of 
4. this should be the same number as you 
have entries. So if you have I entry, it 
should read I: for 10 it should read 10. 

Once that information is entered 
(and you should check it to make sure il 
is right), save the program to disc using a 
different name to the original program - 
MYTRIES.BAS should do. 

Once the results are known, load up 
the altered version of the program and 
then run il. We hope the results are to 
your liking - and that you scoop some 
winnings into the bargain. Just remember 
who told you about the program! 






10 GOSUB 530:GOSUB 510 :draw$="" :noscore$="" : away $="" 

20 DEF FNloc$(r%,c%)=CHR$(27)+"Y"+CHR$(r%+32)+CHR$(c%+32) 

30 DEF FNc$=CHR$(27)+"E"+CHR$(27)+"H" 

40 DEF FNrv$=CHR$(27)+"p":DEF FNxrv$=CHR$ (27 ) +"q" 

50 PRINT FNc$ 

60 REM : ENTER THE DRAWS, NO SCORE DRAWS AND AWAY WINS 

70 tp=3:type$="SCORE DRAW" : i=0 : GOSUB 110 

80 tp=2:type$="NO SCORE DRAW" : i=0 : GOSUB 110 

90 tp=l:type$="AWAY WIN" : i=0 : GOSUB 110 



The first few lines of the program set up the variables and other information. Notice the use of 
user-defined functions for clearing the screen and positioning text 



100 GOTO 2 30: REM : GO TO DO THE CALCULATING 

110i=i+l 

120 PRINT FNc$;FNloc$ (12, 26) ; "PLEASE ENTER ";type$;" NUMBER 

" ; i ; " > " ; : LINE INPUT x$ 

130 IF x$="" THEN RETURN 

140 IF VAL(x$)<l OR VAL(x$)>58 GOTO 120 

150 IF LEN(x$)=l THEN x$="0"+X$ 

160 IF INSTR(draw$,x$) THEN 120 

170 IF INSTR(noscore$,x$) THEN 120 

180 IF INSTR(away$,x$) THEN 120 



1657 
1462 
0D7 9 
136E 
05F6 
1BFE 
13A2 
148C 
1217 



1548 
035C 

22AF 
0C5F 
0F09 
0BE7 
0CE0 
0F5F 
0CFB 



INSTR (x,y)' can be used as a comparison tool. It will take the same elements of two lists, compare them, and give the 
answer zero if they are not the same, and something else (!) if they are 



190 IF tp=3 THEN draw$=draw$+" , "+x$ 

200 IF tp=2 THEN noscore$=noscore$+" , "+x$ 

210 IF tp=l THEN away$=away$+","+x$ 

220 GOTO 110 

230 REM : THE FOLLOWING CODE CALCULATES THE SCORES 

240 PRINT FNc$;FNloc$(12,34) ;FNrv$;"W O R K I N G . . . " ; FNxrv$ 

250 FOR i=l TO 4 

260 x$=e$(i) 

270 REM : CALCULATE ALL THE PERMUTATIONS FOR EACH ENTRY 

280 FOR k=l TO 10 

290 FOR l=(k+l) TO 10 
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0E3A 
130D 
0E23 
04A7 
1AF1 
17B0 
06A2 
03B7 
1E86 
070B 
06F0 



300 tot=0 

310 FOR j=l TO 10 

320 t$=MID$(x$, ( (j*2)-l) ,2) 



Listings 

045D 
07D5 



MIDS(x%,y) can be used to pull bits of information from the middle of a 'string' of text or numbers 



330 IF j=k THEN GOTO 390 

340 IF j=l THEN GOTO 390 

350 IF INSTR(draw$,t$) THEN tot=tot+3 :GOTO 390 

360 IF INSTR(noscore$,t$) THEN tot=tot+2 :GOTO 390 

370 IF INSTR(away$,t$) THEN tot=tot+l . 5 :GOTO 390 

380 tot=tot+l 

390 NEXT 

400 IF tOt=24 THEN a=a+l ELSE IF tot=23 THEN b=b+l ELSE IF 

tOt=22.5 THEN c=c+l 

410 IF tot=22 THEN d=d+l ELSE IF tot=21.5 THEN e=e+l 

ELSE IF tOt=21 THEN f=f+l 

42 NEXT: NEXT 



0A50 
0A55 
15A9 
191D 
1678 
06B7 
0431 

2127 

21A9 
07C0 



Notice how many different FOR... NEXT loops there are in this section, which checks all the permutations 



4 30 REM : DISPLAY THE RESULTS FOR EACH ENTRY 

440 PRINT FNc$;FNloc$(5,37);FNrv$;"ENTRY ";i;FNxrv$ 

450 PRINT FNloc$(9,35) ;"24 points = "; a;FNloc$ ( 10, 35) ; "23 points 

460 PRINT FNloc$(ll,35) ;"22.5 points = ";c;FNloc$ (12, 35) ; "22 points 

470 PRINT FNloc$(13,35);"21.5 points = "; e; FNloc$ ( 14, 35) ; "21 points 

480 GOSUB 510: NEXT 

490 PRINT FNloc$ (22, 25) ; "PROGRAM COMPLETE, HIT RETURN TO END" : LINE INPUT any$ 

50 PRINT FNC$:END 



The section from line 430 creates what you actually see on screen 





179E 




175F 


= ";b 


1D63 


= ";d 


1DD3 


= ";f 


IDEA 




084D 


PUT any$ 


2788 




07FF 



510 a=0:b=0:c=0:d=0:e=0:f=0: RETURN: REM : 

520 REM : SET UP YOUR COUPON ENTRIES HERE 

530 e$(l) ="0712153 0314346474851" 

540 e$ (2) ="03080912232430374754" 

550 e$ (3) ="040913151927 30324158" 

560 e$ (4) ="01020506134142444548" 

570 RETURN 



RESETS COUNTER VARIABLES 



211E 
16CE 
083C 
0823 
083F 
0819 



The lines at the end are what need to be changed for your own purposes. Remember always to end with a line that says "RETURN" 



HOW TO TYPE IN A LISTING 



The first thing to do is to boot up CP/M, 
by loading the disc into the machine at 
turn-on time; when it settles down type in 
the word BASIC and hit [RETURN]. 

You will be given a bit of information 
about Mallard BASIC, and then the 
prompt "Ok". You can now begin to type 
in the program. 

Each line begins with a number. This 
must be typed in, along with the text that 
follows it, but not the list of numbers on 
the right hand side (these are part of a 
checking procedure we publish from time 
to time). 

Make sure that what you type is 
exactly what is on the page, especially in 
terms of punctuation. One semi-colon 
instead of colon may not seem much to 
you, but it could spell disaster for the 
program. Be careful, as well, that you 
differentiate properly between "0" (the 
number zero) and "0" (the capital "0"), 
and between "1" (the number "1") and 



the lower case "L". From such small 
errors, great crashes flow. If you do spot 
an error in a line as you are typing it in, 
use the cursor keys to go back and 
amend it. 

Once you are sure that a line is 
typed in correctly, then hit the [RETURN] 
button and go on to the net one. If you 
subsequently notice a mistake, type 
"edit", followed by the line number and 
[RETURN], and you will be given the 
chance to make your correction. Once 
you have typed in the whole program, 
check that everything is there as it 
should be by typing "list" [RETURN]. The 
whole program will scroll past you. To 
stop it at any point press [f5], and to 
restart it press [f5j again. 

If all is present and correct, save 
your program to disc by typing "save" 
followed by the program name, which 
must be in quotation marks. Now comes 
the moment of truth. Type run [RETURN]. 



If all has gone well, it will work first time. 
If not, you may be given an error 
message, often with a line number 
attached (which may or may not help - it 
can often be that the line over which the 
computer gets stuck will be perfectly OK 
in itself, but it just happens to be the 
point at which an earlier mis-type 
becomes critical) so that you can rectify 
the fault. If there is no fault there, or no 
line number, check the rest of the 
program with a fine toothcomb. 

And if you have made any changes 
or improvements, don't forget to save the 
updated version of the program (use the 
same filename and the old, bugged 
version will automatically be deleted 
from the disc). 

When you want to use the program 
again you must first load BASIC as 
before, the type: "LOAD "filename" 
[RETURN]. It can then be used as before, 
by typing RUN [RETURN]. 
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COMPUTER 




10% OFF ALL ORDERS OVER £30.00 



SUPPLIES 
0273 423523 



WHITE LABEL MINI PACKS 



LC395 3'A" x 17 *" I across labels £8.50 per bo* { IOOO) 
Cil I for other si/cs available 





DISKETTES 

STORAGE 

BOXES 



Mini Diskette Box 

Storage for up to 
30 x 3" diskettes/ 
50x3'/i" 
DADK50L £5.95 
Diskette Box 
Storage for up to 
70 *5'A" diskettes 
DADK70I. £5.95 



PCW9512 PRINTWHEELS 



APW001 



Courier 10 



AFWM2 



APW003 



APW006 



APW007 



APWBN 



APW015 



Prestige Pica 10 



Recta 10 



Orator 10 



Letter Gothic 



Prestige Elite 12 



Scripl n 



Mini Gothic 15 



Thesis PS 



6.50 



6.50 



6.50 



6.50 



651 



6.50 



6.50 



6.50 



3" DISK DRIVE HEAD CLEANING KITS 



CCIOO Clearhead 3" 
Cleaning Kit £2.50 
Contamination of the 
read/write head of a 
floppy disk drive can 
cause your computer 
to malfunction, 
misread or misplace 
data. Regular use of 
Disk Drive Head 
Cleaning products 
extends the life of the 
disk drive and protects 
your valuable data on 
the disk. 




SAFEGUARD YOUR EQUIPMENT 
FROM MAINS INTERFERENCE 




CROIO * Cane. Adaptor IU.1II 



- EXC. VAT & P+P 




3" disks suitable for use with Amstrad 
CPC6I28. PCWX256, PCW85I2 (A 
and B). PCW95I2 and all other 
computers with 3" disk drives. 



DSAM301 


Artisoft CF2 3* Diskettes 


MM 


MOD 


13V 


OSMA003 


Maxell CF2 T Diskenes 

in Plastic Cases 


21 « 


Ml 


aa 










MM 


■ *' 


"•.'.■■: 


"■ 


P3k£rfeffl 


















^^^^^A 




~~~> 





AMSTRAD COMPATIBLE RIBBONS 



sescooE 


OESCHTTlON 


PRICE PER RIBBON 


16 


71? 


13. 


RB2484KN 
RB2426FN 
RB27410N 


DMP2000/3000/3160/3250 di Fabric Black 


tm 


2.42 


120 


DMP4000 Fabric Black 'Reduced price 


425 


3.85 


3.45 


LQ3500 Fabric Black 'Reduced puce 


3J0 


3.42 


308 


RB274IMS 


PCW8256 Carbon Black 'Reduced price 


100 


170 


240 


RB2W80N 


PCW8256 Fabric Black "Reduced puce 


3.00 


2.70 


2.40 


RB274IFNRO 


PCW8256 Fabric Red 


4.50 


4.09 


175 


RB2741FNBL 


PCW8256 Fabric Blue 


4.50 


4.09 


175 


R82742FNGR 


PCW8256 Fabric Brown 


450 


4.09 


175 


RB2746MS 


PCW8256 Fabric Green 


AS0 


4.09 


3.75 


RB2746MS 


PCW9512 Carbon Black 'Reduced price 


233 


210 


1.90 


RB2746FN 


PCW9512 Fabric Black "Reduced price 


2-25 


115 


2.00 


RB2746FNRD 

RB2746FNBL 


PCW9512 Fabric Red 


3J9 


3.59 


3.11 


PCW9512 Fabric Blue 


3.(9 


3.50 


111 


RB2746FNGR 


PCW95I2 Fabric Green 


3JS 


331 


111 


RB2746FNBR 


PCW9512 Fabric Brown 


389 


3 50 


3.11 



AMSTRAD ORIGINAL BRANDED RIBBONS 




■ftfi* ■■' 31 


RBAM005 


LQ 


5000 branded nylon ribbon 


8.95 


8.40 


7.80 


RBAM006 


PCW9512 branded carbon ribbon - 
black 'Reduced price 


350 


321 


3.00 


RBAM003 


PCW8256/8512/LQ35O0 branded 

nylon ribbon 'Reduced price 


4.70 


*st 


4.30 


RBAM004 


PCW8256/851 2/103500 branded 
carbon film ribbon 'Reduced price 


4 80 


455 


4.35 


RBAM002 1 OR 


1P4000 branded nylon ribbon 


699 


6.45 


600 


RBAM001 1 DA 


(1P2000/3000 branded nylon ribbon 


5.20 


4 80 

550 


450 
5 10 


| RBAM0O8 


PC 


W951? branded carbon dim nbbun - brown 


5.99 



PCW COMPUTER LUGGAGE 



CUSTOM DKSKiNI IHOK YOl K .\MS IKAI) I OMI'l II H 



Crafted like fine luggage, ihis three-piece liavcl set is designed 
specifically (or carrying your Amstrad PCWK25«VS5 1 2 monrtor, 
keyboard and printer. It* ideal for personal or business use w ith high 
density (nam inserts (double ihicltne-u in the bd.se) which protect your 
equipment dunnj: transit. The ca.se also features a durable, water 
resistant nylon e s tenor with a smmg adjustable nylon shoulder strap and 
canying handles. Thcrr is also a space for disks/manuals etc at the side 
of the monitor. 

Each component t* individually protected 
and fits neatly together in the outer case for 
vale and easy transportation 



ATC001 PCW8256/8512 Deluxe Traveling Case 




KEYBOARD 
STORAGE DRAWER 




• Designed to save space 

& protect your keyboard 

when not in use 
Internal Dimensions: 

20'A"(w)x I0"(d)x2'/."(h) 
External Dimensions: 

2l7V'(w)x I57."<d)x3'/y'(h) 
Keyboard Storage Drawer 
CK060 £29.50 



MONITOR STAND 




• Till action up io 25° 

• Roiatcs through 360" 

• Suitable for most 
monitors (up to 18") 

• Easy adjustment 

• Constructed from 
ABS plastic 

Turntable 3100 £14.50 



QUALITY CONTINUOUS PAPER MICR0PERF0RATED ON ALL EDGES 



Ttnr» *pwi> 10 




■JH 

n'/y ■■■■ 9'/." 

Tmtb down 



790/DT | Il7ix97." 1 Part plain micro pert. 70gsm 


pa box 

2000 


1-2 h»M 

15.43 


LP052/DT | 11'/ix9'/«" Part plain micro pert. 90gsm 


1000 


10.73 



AllPRICCSPERBOX 



DEUVE8V CHARGES 1 -2 BOXES <v £3.50 For larger quaotilioi or other lim ploate call 



10% OFF ALL ORDERS OVER £30.00 



- EXC. VAT & P+P 



COMPUTER 



AMSTRAD DUST COVERS 




MARGIN MAKER 



THK NKW & IMPROVED MODKU 

SINIJI.K ( I IT-SHEET LOCATOR & ALKiNF.R 

KOK THK AMSTRAD 

PCW 8256 & S5I2 PRINTERS SIMPLY BETTER! 




No FUMBLE! No GUESSWORK! No FUSS! 

Just Quick. Easv. Accurate & Fully Adjustable 

CUT-SHEET LOADINCi. LOCATION & ALIGNMENT! 

First Time & Every Time! Magic! 



CGM2 £13.00 



SILK MESH FILTER 



This filter comes complete with unii-static lead as standard. 

Filter measurements: 

14" - 3IOmm x 255mm 1 including frame 

12" - 280mm x 225mm J widlh 20mm 




CF10O 12" Filler mono 
CFI05 12" Filler colour 
'inn 14" Filler mono 
CF1I5 14" Filter colour 
1 I I ii I Filler adaptor kit 



£19.95 1 KWI5I2/I640 

£19.95 / PC2086 

£19.95 PCW825W5I2 

£19.95 PC2086 

£5.50 (adapts filter lo curved screen) 



AMGARD ACOUSTIC HOOD 




Cuts stressful prinlcr noise by up lo Wlr 
Sec through acrylic lid 

Memory hinges are filled lo enable ihe lid lo slay 
open in any position 
i Versions available for single/continuous and aulomalic 
sheel feeder 

\\|< .mil 

For 9512 withoul shcel feeder £109 +£7 .50 P+P 
AMC002 
For 95 1 2 with shcel feeder £ 1 49+C7.50 P+P 



COPYHOLDERS 






■ DESKTOP 


' 


s^ 


• Also suitable for 
holding books or manuals 

• Detachable line guide 






•Size:9i/:"xllyr 

CH001 £7.90 


COPYHOL 


DER 1 




SPRING ARM 






This copyhuldc 


has a 1 


Vk ^* 1 9 


sturdy desk- 


clamp 1 




filling and a long 


spring 1 


*— 


balanced ami for 


ease of 1 


\. ■ 


positioning. Suitable for 1 




A4 size documents 


. 


CH100 L'opyl 


older 1 




£14.00 




H^H 




SUPPLIES 
0273 423523 



PRINTER STANDS 




SPACE SAVER AS 




• Feeds forms smoothly lo bolh rear 
& bottom feed primers. 

• Aulomalic refolding of printouls 
withoul using a separate tray 

• Slacks 500 sheets of continuous forms 

Primer Sland 80 Column 
38(HH)x4l5(W)x460(D) 
3212 KIMfO £27.50 



UNIVERSAL A5 

• Securely holds any printer 

• Made of moulded plastic 

• Can also be used as a portable 
computer stand. 

• Dimensions 

330mm (UX 140mm (H) 
PD050 £9.50 



SYSTEM SOLVER 
COMPUTER DESK 



The Syslem Solver is attractively styled and 
sensibly constructed lo accommodate your 
computer, monitor and printer. With our 
ingenious system to remove all that troublesome 
cabling and a smooth flow paper feed channel a 
remarkable amount of usable desktop space is 
available. 

F0030 £169.95+£7.5()+P+P 




M0 133 PC STAND 



Monarch's new low cosi PC Stand enables you lo accommodate 
your PC and printer in a minimum of space and at a low price. It's 
sturdy construction will house your equipment in complete safety 
and allow you to work even more efficiency. 
Features 

Large working area to accommodate your VDU and CPU as 
well as your keyboard and mouse. 

• Sliding printer shelf to accommodate both 80 and 132 
column printers 

• A bottom shelf that holds all your stationry. 
It is mounted on smooth, lockablc castors for stability. 
Modem colouring (grey or cream and brown). 

" Attractive modem styling. 

• Scratch resistant surfaces that are easy to clean. 

M0I33 £99 + £7.50 +P+P 





• I rues do mil include VAT Deliver) • I .K. deliver) charge t'3.50 per order unless otherwise staled. • Minimum order value £20 
TO PLACE YOUR ORDER PLEASE TELEPHONE SBS ON (1273 423523 OK FAX 1)273 420063. 

SEND YOUR CHEQUES OK CREDIT CARD DETAILS TO SBS COMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD ■ 

FREEPOST (BR332), DEFT. 38, PORTSL VDE. BRIGHTON BN4I IZZ 



LASER PRINTING 25p/p 

Disk transfer £5.95 

i File conversion 1 Op. Deskpress 

Typesetting from £1.50/p/p 

(from your disk) 

SCS, 66a Eastgate, 

Hornsea, HU18 1LW. 

Tel: (0964) 535933 

6 days till 8pm _ 

T CONVERSION - " 

PCW/IBM/MACINTOSH: 
071-231 1376 

UPGRADING TO PC? 

' Data transfers CPC/PCW/CPM/BBC/ 
i IBM/Macintosh - 373.5y5.25' and laser J 
l printing. Details (sae please) MAPEJ (8), l 
] Meadow View, Quinta Crescent, Weston j 
Rhyn, Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 7RN. 
Telephone: (0691) 778659. 

!~D0 YOU LIKE SHORT STORIES?] 

! WORDS is our quarterly magazine sold | 

i in aid of The Children's Hospice Appeal, i 

i Sample £1: ■ 

ShaunPeare(8000+), 

23 James Collins Close, 

London, W9 3PU. 

i i 

T summer/autumn"" 

"NEW USERS" HELPLINE: 

i Problems getting started. Thinking of i 

purchasing a PCW. Advice: 

Telephone Chris Bryant 

10297) 20456 

Mon+ri. 8.30pm-10i00pm. 
Sat-Sun 6.00pm - 10.00pm. ; 

Donations welcome: i 

I llHavenviewRoad, Seaton, EX12 2PF. I 

I I 

[ s - ag"e~a1xo~unt - s "] 

My booklet helps! I 

(0734)700512 



MOLESEY EDUCATION 

! W.P. Tuition on PCW's & PC's nationwide. | 

i 
.J 



081-941 1364. 



LASER PRINTING FROM 
LOCOSCRIPT. 

Comprehensive cost effective service. 

Wide range of fonts. 

Free information pack from: 

Daisywheel: 051-630 2657. 

tshirtVrInting 

With your PCW-8256/8512 for £9.95 

(requires graphics software) 
MGA Softcat (0797) 226601 

bls'k" FORMAT CONVERSION 

PCW (3') to MS-DOS (3.5'). £4.50p 
p/disk. Also LASER PRINTING from 

Locoscript. 25p/page. 

DATA-XCHANGE, 19 Fernley 

Road, Stockport, SK2 6DF. 

061-456 7515 



[ DISK FORMAT CONVERSION 

i 

i 

i 

I 

I 

i 

I 

i 

i 

[ d AT AcTlARY iTPockeTdATAd ATE 1 

j Star birthdates/anniversaries day-by-day J 
i £19.95 each. 12-months supply, includes i 
i character designs (Loco2). 

' A4 IdEAS, 66 Curzon Street, ! 

Calne, Wilts. SN110DL 
i ! i 

P" 
i 



48MB DIAMOND DRIVE 

plus 2 user kits to permit drive sharing, 

simply the best PCW hard drive 

£400 o.n.o. 

Phone Mel on 0695 25121 

daytime - Lancashire. 

pcw95iFtwin"dr1ve ~ 

Including 1Mb internal RAM, Locofile 

Masterfile, sheet feeder and acoustic 

hood £400 o.n.o. 

Phone Mel on 0695 25121 

daytime - Lancashire. 

""m'axelEcfFdisks" 

£15.00 for 10 
0903 6276_8__ 

PCW8256 

512K Memory Locoscript 2, Locospell, 

Locomail, Locofile, Locoxridt (French) 

Cracker, Supercalc, Scrabble, spare 

disks, Locofont, £300 all in. 

Phone 0923 856953 

(North London/Herts) 



DAISYWHEEL PRINTER 

j Brother HR-10 Daisywheel printer for | 

I sale, including tractor feeder, Centronics | 

i cable, manual and ribbon cassettes, i 

£100 the lot. 

Telephone Roger Dunton on 

(0799) 21849 



SPORTS SECRETARIES 

Quality software to save you 

precious hours j 

i League Tables (most sports) £24 1 

i League Tables Plus £44 j 

j Competition Fixtures II" £49 J 

All PCW's - state which ' new release i 

(0229) 869517 or sae (A5) for J 

details 

SPORTSOFT LTD 

16 Orchard Road, Bardsea, 

i Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 9QN i 



INKJET PRINTING 

for professional results 
Microdesign 75p/page; Locoscript 2 
20p/page. Quick turnaround. 
081 641 6454.__ 

POCKET WORDSTAR - " 

for 8000. Never loaded let alone used. 

£30.00 

Telephone Francis, 

081-464 5857 

after eight 



14 BASIC LISTINGS FOR CHARITY j L 

is a 1 7 page booklet, sold in aid of: i r 
McMilan Home Care, (Cancer Relief). 

£2.50 
Mr. K. Boothroyd, 8 Highmoor i 
Crescent, Clifton, Brighouse, 
W. Yorkshire, HD6 4HZ 



i i 
i i 



LOCOMAIL-LOCOFILE 
PROGRAMMING SERVICE 

Locomail programs written and Locofile 
databases set up for individual and busi- 
ness requirements. 
Contact: Hazel Underwood 
(0234) 853404 



FLEXYFILE - ALPHA 

Powerful new PCW database. Infinite 
storage. Many features, £39.95. 

Details: 

Salop Software, 1 Hillside, 

Grinshill, Shrewsbury. 

(093 928) 424. 

DATA TRANSFERS - 

PCW/1BM etc, 3"/31/2"/51/4". 

SAE to: Quickdisk Dept. 8, 

39 Egerton Road, Bristol, 

BS7 8HN. 



i ! 



AMSTRAD 8512 

Locoscript, Locofile, Locomail, 

Locospell, Flipper, Stop Press, 

Scrabble, 

Trivial Pursuit and 20 disks. 

Comstax stand and dust covers. 

Logitech mouse. £400. 
Telephone: (0604) 863761 



SMALL ADS RATES 

Private ads cost £7.50 for up to 30 words. (This 
rate only applies to readers wishing to sell their 
own hardware or original software or to pass on 
a message to other 8000 Plus readers) 
All other ads are now classified as Trade 
Advertisements and are charged at £1 per 



word. (Max 30 words). 

8000 Plus reserves the right to refuse any ad 
which is deemed to be a Trade Advertisement 
but which has been paid for as a Private Ad. 

To place an ad just fill in this application 
form and send it to us with the correct pay- 
ment. We will then place the ad in the next 



available issue (published 2-7 weeks after we 
receive your order). 

If you wish your address or telephone number 
to be featured in your advert it must be includ- 
ed in the grid below (one word per space). 



Order form Send to: 8000 Plus Small Ads, Future Publishing, Beauford Court, Bath BA1 2AP 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 



Name 



Address 



My advertisement is a Private/Trade* Advertisement and 
I enclose payment for £ * delete as applicable 

I wish to pay by Cheque/Postal Order/ Access/Visa 

Credit card number 

Credit card expiry date 



Telephone 



Please make cheques and POs payable to Future Publishing Ltd 



Software Guide 



Tendency to crash occasionally in Filespec 



F I L 



These pages provide a 
comprehensive guide to the 
Amstrad PCW software. 
Published in three monthly 
parts, this time it's the turn of 
Databases, Educational 
Software, Communications and 
Programming Languages. 
We've set out to cover every 
important piece of software we 
could lay our hands on, and 
to give you enough information 
to decide whether they are 
suitable for you. 

All software will run on both 
the 9512 and the 8000 series 
machines, though the former's 
daisywheel printer cannot print 
graphical output. 

The selection isn't 
comprehensive, but the 
software listed here represents 
what we think is the best of that 
currently available. 

As well as a brief summary of 
what they do, the main Plus and 
Minus points for each program 
are listed - Pluses have a ▲ by 
them, Minuses a T. 
Those we think are particularly 
noteworthy have a corner flash. 
Have fun window shopping! 



DATABASES 



There are broadly two different types of 
database, and which suits you best 
depends, of course, on what you want it for. 

Firstly there's the simple card index 
substitute. For many home users, this will 
be the kind of thing you want - all it does is 
store your address book or stock items so 
that you can easily look them up. 

A more sophisticated option is the 
programmable database. With these, in 
addition to allowing simple card index 
retrieval there is a command language which 
allows you to analyse the data on the cards. 
For example, you could automatically add 
up the money owed to you by all your 
customers from Yorkshire. To make best 
use of this kind of facility, you will need to 
be able to understand a little programming, 
although it's not too hard really. 

A bit of jargon now. A database is said to 
consist of records - this is just like a card in 
a conventional card file, with all someone's 
details on it. Each record is composed of 
fields - a field is a single entry on a card, 
like someone's name, or age, or postcode. 

The thing that makes a database special 
is an index. You might be able to hold your 
address book as a simple list in a word 
processor document, but if it gets large then 
this becomes unwieldy. An index means that 
the database has worked out which order 
records should be in, so it can go straight to 
the one you want without looking at lots of 
others first. 

The field that you use as your index (e.g. 
someone's surname) is said to be a key 
field, and can be looked up very fast 
compared to "non-key" fields. A good 
database will allow multiple keys, meaning 
that it can look up data just as fast for a 
variety of types of information. 



MASTERFILE 8000 

£49.95 ' Campbell Systems ' 0)78 777621) 

A specially written PCW version of the successful database sold 
on other Amstrad computers. It is fully menu controlled, and 
makes good use of the PCWs special screen and keys, ft can 
deal with up to 8 separate data riles at once, so can cope with 
relational databases. Screen (but not printed output) can be 
elaborately laid out with boxes, lines etc. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Works fast 

▲ Wide range of Layout options 

▲ Handles 'relational' files 

A Plenty of good example files 

A Can do arithmetic calculations within its records 

▼ Capacity limited by stze of M drive - best on an 851 2 

▼ Takes a while to learn all the features 

CAMBASE II 

£60 + VAP Cambrian Software * 0766 851878 

New version of the old favounte PCW database. Most important 

change is the Copy Filespec facility. You can set up a new 

database with potentially more entries than you've made 

provision tor using the information from the original database 

You can also change the fields to suit another set-up. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Quick and efficient to use 

A You can set up a database blueprint (Filespec) which you 

can test thoroughly before entering data 
A Includes powerful features like conditionals, loops, field 

validation, and specified layouts 
A Simple parts of the program are well covered in the manual 

▼ Can't use the memory bad news for 8256 users 

▼ You have to guess how to use the more advanced features 

▼ Not much room for prompts 



LOCOFILE 



£34.95 'Locomotive 0)06 740606 

The indexed pop-up database that runs from within LocoScript 2 
and that goes even further toward turning LocoScript 2 into a 
completely integrated software package. Unlike most 
databases empty records take up almost no space on disc. This 
allows large record cards to be defined even if they wonl 
always be used. Records pop up very quickly without having to 
exit from your document. Works best when used in conjunction 
with LocoMail. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Very easy to use 

A Unusually efficient use of disc space 

A Can alter existing Index - a very powerful feature indeed 

A Automatically upgrades your LocoScript. LocoMail and 

LocoSpell to version 2.2 
A Sample databases help you gel a better feel for 

the program 
A Very flexible when designed the record format 
A Carries out searches on partial strings - Ideal for when 

dealing with Incomplete information 



CHIBASE3.0 

£29.95 'Chiasma* 06333 



The updated version of the free format' database. You type 
in the text, mark the words to be indexed and treat the file 
as a database. The updated version allows you to import and 
export ASCII data files and a chain delete option enables you to 
work your way methodically through the database deleting the 
records you don't want while keeping those that you do. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Good amend, sort and recall features 

A You can edit without a word processor 

A Searches quickly through data 

A Great for storing large amounts of data where the 

subject matter is variable 
A Useful record template 
▼ Can't run from M drive 



DATASTORE 



09.95 ' Digita International ' 0)95 27027) 

Ideal for the novice. Datastore II allows you to remove the tedium 
from filing, updating and organising infonnation. 32000 records, 
32 fields, fast search' facility. Function keys can have phrases 
assigned to them Good for uses where the emphasis is on 
printed output 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Flexible range of print commands 

A Simple to use 

A Calculation facilities 

▼ Need to preset maximum no. of records before you start 

▼ Slow al browsing through 



DELTA 

£99.99 'Compsofl' 048) 425925 



Delta is another of the heavyweights, like dBase II and Condor, 
but unlike them is fully menu driven. Although the screen layouts 
are fully flexible, there is a default 'quick' layout so you don't 
have to sweat at defining your own. It could use better record 
indexing facilities. Particularly good for whting applications, once 
you have ploughed through the large manual. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Records can contain up to 90 fields, plus groups of 

fields that may be repeated 
A Screen layout can be user defined, or "quick" mode used 
A Single page letter writer provides detailed mail merge 
A Processes can be defined, and run from user defined 

menus, for ease of use by others 
A Very full, and quite readable, manual 

▼ Only one field may be used for Indexing 

T Very big program - a PCW8256 would be hard pushed 

▼ Some of the menu operations are unforgiving lo errors 



OFFICE 

PROFESSIONAL 



09.99 ' Database Software ' 0625 859))) 

The Mini Office database retains its original formal. It's a pretty 

standard card index type, similar to First Base Good range of 

selection operations and arithmetic on fields. Can sort over a 

combination of fields and print out a variety of smart layouts. 

and you can have up to 255 fields. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Easy to use and intuitive 

A Can use the data in the word processor 

A Powerful selection and sort facilities 

A Arithmetic on fields 

A Test print facility lets you check your labels will print okay 

A One command makes global changes 
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POCKETINFOSTAR 

£69.5(1 • MicroProlDRA • 9316 841181 

Consists of two targe programs, DataStar and ReportStar (both 
available independently). DataStar is a conventional database. 
with screen card layout and indexing. ReportStar then 
generates the pnnted output, either from DataStar or CalcStar 
files. Powerful if you can use them, but the suite is horrilicalty 
overcomplicated, and the documentation just incomprehensible. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ OalaStat is a quile good database with indexing and 
calculated fields. % 

▲ Transaction processing" feature allows cross referencing 
of data files. 

▲ Can be integrated with other Pocket products, eg WordStar. 

▲ Can take up to 255 fields per record 

▼ Two volume manual set is very badly organised. 

T There are separate programs to run for form design, data 

entry and reporting. 
T Operation is all by obscure command keys, a la WordStar. 

DBASE li 

£56.35 (retail price) ' Centresoft ' 021 625 3399 

The WordStar of database packages. Recently licensed 
'cheaply' for Amstrad machines, dBase II is a market leader 
in business computing. As you would expect this means it 
Is very powerful but very complex. It has a procedure 
language to allow you to write programs to manipulate the data, 
and you can constnjct index files for really fast access 
to large databases. If you can make the effort to learn it, iVIl 
serve you well. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

▲ Powerful command language for customised programs 

▲ Indexing facility makes large databases fast to handle 

▲ Can handle very big databases 

A The data can be fairly easily altered after its entry 
T Manual is daunting (but there are plenty of independent 
books on the market) 

▼ Can't easily alter the screen record layout 

T For an expensive package, you still only get 32 fields 

per record 
T Generally unfriendly unless you have some 

programming skills 



FIRST BASE 



£29.95 'Minerva '0392 437756 

Billed as a simple database for the first time user. First Base 
is quite a competent cheap card index. The manual is 
computer printed, and weak on diagrams which doesn't help 
things. One weakness is getting printed results out of First Base 
- either you settle for crude lists, or you have to create 
a template in LocoScript which is awkward to do. But overall, it's 
pretty good value for money. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Can alter the index field at any time 
A Simple to use screen editing make data entry easy 
A Good value as a simple card index lookup system 
A Can easily browse through the database picking out a 
set by hand 

▼ Manual is badly laid out and generally difficult 

▼ Producing pnnted output is awkward 

POPULAR RETRIEVE 

£61 + VAT* Sogesoft* 0912131555 

A high-power package that is relatively easy to use with 
password security if desired, calculations, automatic counting or 
deletion of sets of records satisfying given conditions. It also 
has sophisticated sort and select commands, and can change 
the structure of an existing database All this is done by a set of 
commands rather like a programming language. Pnnted 
formats are rather limited though and the program insists on 
using both dnves. making use on an 8256 impractical. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Easy to use for a powerful package 

A Advanced sorting and selection commands 

A Subsets can be written to files 

A Can count or delete subsets with one command 

A Labelllng/matlmerging routines included 

A Can change structure of existing database 

▼ Impossibly big program for 8256 

▼ Printed output limited - must use mallmerge 

SCRIPT2BASEAEXT2BASE 

£29.95 each ' Encyclasoft ' 02711 811890 

Two free-form databases to be used with LocoScnpt and 
Protext respectively. Complete rewrites of FT=DB, the beauty of 
these databases is that you first create all your text on the word 
processor and import it as an ordinary (non-ASCII) text file into 
the database. You then mark all the words you want to see 
Indexed as keywords so that you can go on to compile indexes 
and carry out searches 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Very easy to use 
A Allows you lo organise your collection of discs like an 



encyclopaedia 
A Can construct new files made up of selected parts of 

existing ones 
A Can send any part of a document to the printer on a 

line-by-line basis 

▼ No text-editing facilities within the databases themselves 

▼ Dreadful documentation 

SMARTCARD 

£80 1 VAT* Pecan Software ' 0272 425012 

A conventional card Index database which Is now the nearest thing 
available to Cardbox . Small and last, you can sort the records, 
index up to three llelds and do simple arithmetic in fields. Can't put 
background text (eg. titles) on records or printouts. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Good clear screens 

▲ Plenty ol on screen help 

▲ Fast and high capacity 
A Easy to use 

▼ Can't put background text on printed reports 
T No way ol exporting data lor mailmerge 

MICROFILE (SOLD IN THE MICRO 

COLLECTION) 

£49.95 • Saxon Computing • 0964 550697 

Microfile is a well implemented simple database, driven by 
plenty of menus and on-screen prompts. It's fast and has good 
screen control, although it has some size restrictions. Microfile 
comes as part ot a software suite, The Micro Collection', which 
is good value (Microfile. Microwrite, MicroSpread, Flexilabel and 
Lock-It) 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A The price includes competent word processing, spread 

sheet, labelling and encryption programs 
A Plenty o' menus and on screen prompting 
A Very flexible formatting for screen layout and printing 
A Numeric fields can be expressions to be calculated 
A Indexing is fast and can be on several fields 

▼ Maximum number of fields per record is only 20 

▼ Limited facilities for totalling up fields in a database 



EDUCATIONAL 



Educational Software is designed as an aid to 
traditional teaching, not an alternative. Its main 
use is in re-inforcing traditional learning done 
elsewhere and providing the stimulus of a 
different approach. It can also be especially 
useful in rote learning and improving the speed at 
which problems are solved. 

BUSINESS FRENCH 
(GERMAN/ITALIAN/SPANISH) 

£49.95 each 'Apex Computing Services • 0273 727477 

Four language learning packages which enable the Euro- 
conscious professional to get to grips with commercial jargon in 
another tongue. Areas covered are business, technical, travel, 
restaurants, communications and social - all with separate sub- 
sections to ensure that every eventuality is covered. A basic 
knowledge of the language concerned is, however, essential. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Fun and easy to use 

A Comprehensive range of vocabulary 

▼ Program needs cassettes to be really good 

▼ Some poor screen displays 



IANKEY CRASH COURSE 

£24.95 *lm*tt* 071 607 0187 

A fairly traditional typing tutor, taking you through basic keyboard 
exercises. There's a lot of explanatory text, which gets in the way 
second time around. Definitely competent, but a bit boring. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Mostly avoids boring letter drills 

A Very full on-screen information guides you along 

A "Fast" option cuts out some text if it gets repetitive 

▼ Not particularly imaginative use of graphics 

▼ It doesn't always ensure that the cursor is properly aligned 
with the exercise text 



2 FINGERS TOUCH TYPING 

£24.95 'lanspt'071 607 0187 

Despite its provocative name, a useful typing tutor in that it 
specifically caters for people who can already get by on 
keyboards with two fingers. You are gradually introduced to 
touch typing, so your speed doesn't drop while you learn. Fills a 
necessary slot in the Typing Tutor market. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Suitable for Improving two finger typists without much 

drop in speed 
A Full on screen instructions 
A Exercise material Is interesting text, not letter drills 

▼ Explanation text is annoyingly verbose in some lessons 

▼ II doesn't always ensure that the cursor is properly aligned 
with the exercise text 



GIANTKILLER 



£1735 + VAT • Topologika • 0733 244682 

A mathematics adventure game loosely based on Jack and the 
Beanstalk. Lots of intriguing puzzles which should stimulate any 
student up to GCSE standard. Not the best adventure game 
ever written but great for making mathematics funf 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Puzzles plausibly integrated into scenario 

A Progression of game is simple and well defined 

A Puzzles introduce a lot of valid mathematics 

T Program understands only very simple commands 

T Saving a position takes a move - can be fatal 

▼ Won't be of particular help In exams 

ANIMAl/VEGETABLE/MINERAL 
WORLD WISE 

£14.95 ' Bourne Educational ' 0794 523301 

Aimed at the younger market. 7- 15 year olds. Both these 
programs work by learning as the child uses them. Think of an 
object and the computer tries to guess it. If it is wrong, the child 
is asked tor a question which would allow the PCW to be right 
next time, and it learns. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Can be used as many times as the child's imagination 

holds out 
A Performance can be analysed by a teacher after a session 
A As you build up a base of objects and questions, they can 

be saved for reuse 
T It needs a lot of typing, hence a lol ol supervision 

▼ The PCW starts with only two objects known . so it takes 
time lo get going 

▼ Documentation has hardly been altered from cassette 
based versions 

▼ Since it is for young children, more imaginative use of the 
screen would be nice 

BETTER SPELLING 

£16.95 ' School Software Ltd ' 010 353 61 45399 

This is a spelling course aimed at the 8 lo adull age group. It 
consists of a series of well organised, short lessons each 
dealing with one topic, like plurals or which version ol there 
/IheirAhey're to use in a sentence. The use ol the PCW screen 
is rather unimaginative, and doesn't hold your attention. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Well thought out lessons to emphasise particular points 

A Teaches words in a sentence context as well as in isolation 

A Lessons can be picked in any order trom a menu 

▲ Seems to be proof against mischievous key pressing 

T Boring use ol the screen doesn't grab interest 

▼ No instructions come as to how to use the program 

CHEMISTRY/BIOLOGY/PHYSICS 

£22,95 each • School Software • 010 353 61 45399 

These two are fairly traditional question-and-answer tests. You 
are faced with a choice of 10 topics, and then asked 10 or so 
questions each, where you have to till in the blank In a 
statement. There are preamble notes beforehand, and if you get 
it wrong you are given a clue. Aimed at 12- 1 6 year olds. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Questions would challenge a GCSE pupil well 
A Preamble notes introduce topics 
T The fill in the blank questioning style has little flexibility for 
different answers 

▼ No option to add questions for a specialised syllabus 

▼ Some careless errors, like incorrect facts and hard to 
decipher chemical formulae 

MICRO MATHS 

£24.99 'LCL' 0491 579345 

Supposedly covering 8 to adull ages, this seems an O-level type 
program, covering topics from calculus to tables. A good 
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implementation on the PCW with proper use of the screen. 

Questions are picked at random from a pool, so may repeal but 

never run out. Replies to questions are typed in mathematical 

notation, like Xt2+3 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A You can pause to use BASIC as a calculator while you think 

▲ 'Unlimited' question set 

▲ Comes with a 'tree' book ot AEB O level questions 

▲ Good hints and explanations 

▼ Questions in a topic repeat occasionally 

▼ Some trills, like the clock and beeper, are annoying 
T No flexibility to add questions lor a particular syllabus 

AMSTAT 1,2,3,4,6 AND 7 

£28 • £40 • SC Coleman Ltd • 0530 415919 

A suite of six statistical routines including a business analysis 
program, forecasting and resource management. Individual 
prices range from £27.95 to £39.95. Very sophisticated, and 
perhaps because of that, a little awkward for beginners. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Good range of statistical functions 
A Good manual 

▲ Can produce good quality graphical results 

▼ Some editing procedures very long winded 

▼ Needs some expertise to use properly 

▼ Weak on checking that Input data is reasonable. 

ULTIMATE QUIZ 

£9.95 ■ David Greenhough Computing • 0274 636475 

Ten quizzes on topics as diverse as the Highway Code and the 
Italian language. Clean screens and an easy to use program 
make Ultimate Quiz an excellent entertainment and good value 
for money, too. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Optional noughts and crosses game Included with 
either quiz 

▲ Incorporates an editing file lor easy updaiing o( questions 
A It's very versatile - up to 8 people can play 

▲ None of the questions are repeated 

▼ Some of the questions are a little esoteric 



MARKSHEET 



ULTIMATE SUMS 



£9.95 * David Greenhough Computing • 9274 636475 

Another fine piece of educational software from DGC. The 
computer quite simply throws up a series of sums which you (or 
your child) are required to answer. There are lots of little extras: 
graphics, jokes, a timer, competitions for up to 8 players and 
various levels of difficulty, right up to cube roots. A program for 
ail the family' 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Will appeal to all age groups at all levels 

▲ Includes facility to print out scoresheets 

▲ Great way to learn an unpopular subject 
A Lots of different options 

▼ Challenges are a little slow to load 



CROSSGRID 



£9.95 • David Greenhough Computing • 0274 636475 

"Crossword puzzles without dues" is how the packaging 
describes this program. Instead, a grid ot numbers is presented 
to the player, each number representing a letter. The skill is to 
analyse the possible combinations and produce words. Various 
levels ot difficulty mean that it Is suitable tor all ages - although 
some of the words, even in the lower levels .can be rather 
advanced. Ideal lor the adult crossword fan, too. 

PLUSES MINUSES 

A Easy to install 

A Variety ol challenge levels 

▲ Ideal lor lateral thinkers 

A Totally addictive 

▼ No competitive element 

T Some very obscure words 



SUPERMATHS 



£16.95 • Abacus Software •068983629 

Specifically designed for the PCW. this program exercises basic 
numeracy skills in children. Questions are asked in quick fire 
volleys of ten and cover all four operations (addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and so on). Scores are automatically recorded. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Special original Test and Worksheet modes included the 

latter is ideal for teachers 
A Very efficient scoring method 
A Numeracy level is very basic 
A New version has enhanced screen displays 
T Some ot Ihe questions may start to look familiar after a while 



£16.95 'Abacus Software > 9689 $3629 

Aimed at the teacher rather than at the class, this vertical 

software utility will add up your end ol term marks for each pupil; 

it will then keep the information on disc and print it out neatly on 

A4 paper. It can be made to fit your own specifications, and a 

site licence is available. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Dead easy to use - takes five minutes to learn 

A Mark sheets can be Inserted Into LocoScript 

A Good on screen help 

A Averages worked out for you 

▼ Underpowered and slow 

▼ Expensive for what it is 



LANGUAGE TUTORS 



£19.95 each • Kosmos Software • 05255 394215406 

Four programs with identical formats to help you leam French, 

Italian, Spanish and German. They can be used just as 

effectively by students of those languages learning English too. 

Very versatile series of programs and useful adjuncts to 

conventional language learning. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Can edit the lessons yourself to include new words 

A Useful self test option 

A Completely bi lingual packages 

▼ Purely for vocabulary learning no grammar lessons 

▼ Would have been more useful if they had also included 
audio cassettes 



MATHS MANIA 



£/6.95 • School Software Ltd • 010 353 61 4S399 

For children between the ages ot 8 and 12, this program offers 5 
levels of difficulty in multiplication and 2 in division. A very good 
program for exercising basic numeracy skills and for practising 
some mental arithmetic. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Program provides a chirpy feedback on the score of the user 

A Large attractive numbers appear on the screen 

▼ Surprisingly enough, no addition or subtraction exercises 

are provided 
T Screens could be made more visually exciting for the 

younger users 



BETTER MATHS 



£16.95 - School Software Ltd • 010 353 61 45399 

A continuation of Maths Mania for the next age group 12 to 16 
year olds. Topics are very varied and cover, among others, 
statistics, simple interest and algebra. Each topic consists of a 
series of ten multiple choice questions. At the end of each set, 
the percentage scored is shown. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Realistic level of difficulty practised 
A Program makes a first class revision aid 



FUN SCHOOL 3 



£24.99 • Database Software - 0625 859333 

A disc for the under-Ss. Fun School 3 comprises six games 

which aim to improve the basics ot early education - counting, 

matching and recognising letters, and so on. The main character 

Is a teddy bear, and his rewards for your good work means that 

he gains a new house, eals ice cream and fills the coffers of his 

piggy bank. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Program has excellent and delightful graphics 

A The baste ideas are orignal] 

A It is of genuine educational value 

▼ The disc is rather slow to load 



JUNIOR PLAYTIME 



£9.95 • David Greenhough Computing • 0274 636475 

A set ol ten educational games lor the four to eight-year-old 

range. Not school work brought home and made fun. though - 

this is more a test ot general ability than general knowledge. 

Games Include matching pairs ol words, guessing numbers and 

a Maze puzzle. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Plenty ot games to choose trom 

A Very easy to use 

A Can "edit" certain parts ot the package 

A Includes a score sheet option 

A The graphics are excellent 

▼ Some games possibly more fun than educational 

▼ No documentation 



SCHOOL'S OUT 

£9.95 • David Greenhough Computing • 0274 636475 

Not so much "our as nowhere to be seen. The sequel to Junior 

Playtime, aimed at sevens to fourteens, the five games on this 

disc are definitely more games than 'tests'. But they do include 

some of Ihe intellectual "greats", such as Reversi, (Othello), 

Hangman and Four in a Row (Connect A), which will stimulate 

thought and reasoning rather than simple reaction. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Good selection of games 

A Four or five difficulty levels for each game 

A Good use of graphics 

A Challenging and fun 

▼ Documentation is on the disc rather than hard copy... 

▼ ...and is not very clear anyway 



YES CHANCELLOR! 



£17.35 + VAT • Topologica • 0733 244682 

Walt! Donl skip over Yes Chancellor! because it calls itself an 
'economic simulation" program. Instructive and fun to use. you 
type in your annual budgets(tax rates, public spending, etc) and 
see your popularity plummet and the economy crash. Great for 
economics classes, also an amusing game in itself. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Simple but effective model of the economy 

A Comes with booklet explaining economic principles 

A Great tor teaching economic and political pragmatism 

▼ Can get boring as a game 

▼ You cam adjust the model of the eonomy. so it can 
be too simple 



COMMUNICATIONS 



Communications is one of the glittering 
areas of computing, gurus would have you 
believe. It can provide a fascinating hobby 
for 'buffs', but more importantly it is a 
valuable business tool. 

'Electronic mail' is just what it says: you 
use your PCW to send messages, which can 
be documents thousands of words long, to 
others on the electronic mail system. The 
best known system of this kind is Telecom 
Gold, which also allows you to send telexes. 
Another major system is Prestel, which is 
more of an information provider - you can 
read share prices, weather information and 
other news direct from your phone line. 

For any professional service, you pay a 
registration fee, plus a connection charge - 
typically around 10p per minute you use the 
system. Of course, your phone bills are 
extra. For hobbyists there are also 'Bulletin 
boards', which are effectively a kind of 
private electronic mail system run by a 
system operator (a 'sysop' to those in the 
know). 

To use any service, you will need to buy a 
modem and an interface. A modem allows 
you to send computer signals down a phone 
line, and the interface gets the signals from 
your PCW to your modem. The pair will set 
you back £200 or more. Once done, you need 
some software to allow you to send and 
receive data, and it is this software reviewed 
below. 

Electronic mail services just send strings 
of characters to and fro, whereas Prestel is a 
Viewdata' system, meaning it sends pictures 
and graphics too. Software needs to do 
more to receive Viewdata graphics, so if 
you want to use Prestel make sure your 
software is up to It. 



8256UKM7.COM 

Public domain (ie. free!) 
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ttt MONEY FROM t tt 
Wtt yoUR MICRO **» 

Your home PCW is a cash generator. 

Get it working for you. Start now. 

SAE brings free details. 

Home Keyboard 

Dept 8, 22 Shirlock Rd 
London NW3 2HS 





DDkLL 



BUDGET BEATERS! 

"Don't throw those used printer ribbons away!" 

WE REFILL PCW MULTISTRIKE (FILM) CASSETTES 

• Still only £2 each plus 99p per order. 
PCW 9512 MULTISTRIKE D.I.Y. REFILL KIT 

Equivalent to six new ribbons! Still £10.99. 

PCW FABRIC RIBBONS RE-INKED 

- Introductory offer (black): £1.30 each' 
{' telephone for other printers - offer expires end July 1991) 
DO YOUR OWN FABRIC RE-INKING WITH "RE-INK" 

- Aladdink's price only £1 2. 73 
"EVERLASTING ELSIE", exclusive for STAR LC10 

- You need never buy another cassette! Still £39.99 

H-P DESKJET CARTRIDGE REFILL PACK 

One pack refills TWO cartridges: £16.99 
Prices all-inclusive - nothing more to pay! 

(Check other advertisers - do their prices Include VAT and p&p?) 

ALADDINK, (DEPT 80). EYEMOUTH. 
BERWICKSHIRE TD14 5AP. TEL: 08907 50965. 






, f Molscy Education N , 

Word Processing Tuition 
Expert training nationwide 
(Locoscript P.C. and P.C.W.) 

Specialist and flexible tuition in your own home 

or office - with the aim of maximising the 

efficiency of your computer 

For details contact Phillipa Waite at 

Molsey Education 

k Flat 3, Matham Road. East Molsey KT8 OSU y 

\ Tel: 081 941 1364 A 



3 FAST COMPUTER REPAIRS 

From London's leading Amstrad Authorized service centre. 
48 hour workshop repairs 8 hour on site call out service 
Low fixed charges with 3 month guarantee on all repairs. 

Other services available: 

* Hardware/software sales (new & reconditioned) 

(we also buy & otter P.X. on second hand equipment) 

* Professional training in all popular applications 

* Service agreements 

* Business consultancy service 

* Software development 

* Amstrad consumable sales (manuals disks etc) 

You've Tried The Rest Now Call The Best 

PC Micr ©centre Ltd 081-840 5343 / 081 579 1667 

9 Cherington Road, Harwell, tondon W7 3HL 



"Simpell Solutions" 

Dept. 8 Box 121 GreshamRd., Staines, Mx. 
TW182A). England. 




USF ANY SINGLE-SHEET STATIONERY! 

MARGIN MAKER MM3i 

PLACES PAPER PRECISELY for TOP QUALITY RESULTS! 
Save Paper & Time! Quick & Accurate! No Guessing, Fiddling, Skewing! 
For PCW 8256/8512. Use 100gms paper, letterheads, forms, etc. Easy to 
fit, adjust, use. GREAT GIFT; Treat yourself! MM3i Only £ 1 7.95 



S (0784) 452677 Q 

Office Hour* * Answerphone Service, lust leave your Name & Number. We call you! 

"MaxaFIt" Professional model, stunning performance! For 9512 

and 85% of all impact printers. Phone for fit details £35.5U 

"Invaluable aid!" "Maxafit is of the highest quality." "Extremely delighted!" "Very accu- 
rate, an excellent accessory!" "Immediately impressed! A real boon! Treat yourseli . 

"Simpell SOFTWARE Solutions" 
Money Manager (all PCW's) Powerful Accounting. Easy to Use! £39.95 
Micro Design 2 (all PCW's) Easy, Top Quality DTP. Unbeatable! £42.50 

Prices Incl. VAT & p+p. Phone for further Product Details. 



PUT THAT 
MANUAL DOWN 

AND LISTEN! 

Most people find it hard to learn from the 

manuals, but don't realise there's a better 

way. Reeltime will teach you all you need to 

know, at a fraction of the price of a training 

course, all on your own computer! 

With instant help via the phone Hotline, 

there's no better way to learn. 

PCW Courses: 

LocoScript 1 & 2 
CP/M Computing 
dBase II, SuperCalc 2 
Mini Office Pro 

New: The PCW Flying 
Start! Master Locoscript i 
and CP/M - only... 



£29.95 +m 
£49.95 + vat 



Other courses: We have a range of courses tor all 
Amstrad computers; IBM/compatible PCs; Olivetti PCS; plus 
all the popular software including Lotus, SuperCalc, Word 
Perfect, WordStar, Ventura 8 Pagemaker from £29.95! 



faeuZrn&\ 



All courses by return. Prices include P&P' Send cheque to: 
Head-Line Communication Limited, 
PO Box 22, HEREFORD, HR4 8UW 

Registered office 437 WestdaleLane Nottingham 

or phone 0602 603623 with Access/Visa no. 
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P.O. software documentation is often poor but this program has 

an above average document file. UKM7 was written 

to support ASCII rile transfers using error correction and as a 

dumb terminal either for use over the phone or between two 

Amstrads. Between two PCW's file transfer is possible at a 

staggenng 31,250 baud which Is even faster than PIP! Easy to 

use for beginners and bettor than KERMIT, UKM7 provides a 

cheap and excellent way to communications after you've got fed 

up with the PCW's MAIL232 8256UKM7 is available from the 

Public Domain Special Interest Group, or most bulletin boards 

supporting the PCW machines. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Cheap! (the price ot a phone call) 

A Easy to use, and helptul menus 

▼ Modem7 version ot Xmodem error checking supported 

▼ Single tile and Batch Mode transfers 

▼ "Quiet" mode tor slightly faster transfers (on-line transfer 
progress report disabled) 

▼ Only ASCII, no Viewdata 

▼ You need to find a PD software source (eg. use a modem 
and MAIL232 software) 



OFFICE 

PROFESSIONAL 



1)9.95 * Database Software * 0625 859))) 

Thecomms package Is as comprehensive as anything else on 
the market. It can display both ordinary text screens and the 
Viewdata' block graphics used by Prestel. You are offered baud 
rates from 75 to 9600. separately set tor transmit and receive. 
straight terminal emulation for use with Telecom Gold, and 
XMODEM and KERMIT file transfer protocols for error-proof 
transfer of long files. Would be well worth the money just by 
itself - and of course you're getting four other very good 
programs as well. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Very comprehensive - a genuinely usetul 
comms package 

▲ Ordinary text and 'Viewdata' block graphics 

▲ Can save setups under names and recall them, so you 
only need work out your baud rates/panties once 

▲ You can set keys to return strings, such as Telecom Gold 
passwords 

▲ Comes preconfigured to use Prestel and Telecom Gold 

CHITCHAT E-MAIL/ VIEWDATA/COMBO 

SqtSOfl • £69.99l£69.99l£99.99 * 091 284 7077 

Two communications programs for the 8000 series machines 
that have been around for a good time now. Most of the features 
you will need are here: message text editor, preprogramming 
unattended tasks( if you use a suitable "intelligent'' modem), 
directory of stored numbers, copy to printer, and a very useful 
connect time clock so you can watch your phone bill climb! E- 
mail is used for simple text phone links like Telecom Gold, 
whereas you'll need Viewdata if you want to use Prestel. The 
Combo pack contains both E-mail and Viewdata. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Good, clear documentation 

▲ Easy for first timers to use 

▲ Built In text editor for pre-sendlng message preparation 

▲ Pre-definable fasks executable at any preset time if 
unattended. 

▼ No error corrected file transfer (i.e. Xmodem or CRC) 



DIALUP 



£72.40* PMS Communications * 021-64) 7688 

Offers both E-mail and Viewdata operations. Very easy to use, 
and offers an XMODEM transfer protocol unlike Sage ChitChat. 
It you are buying a modem too there are some 
cut-price bundled deals to be had. eg. the Miracle Technology 
WS4000 modem. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Simple to use 

▲ Comprehensive file transfer commands, including 
XMODEM and the increasingly popular KERMIT 

▲ Runs from the M drive 

T Manual is not PCW specific, and the references to 
5.25" discs are tedious 



PROGRAMMING 



Programming languages come as either 
'compilers' or 'interpreters' - compilers pre 
process the program into machine code, so 
are much faster. The PCW's standard 
Mallard BASIC and LOGO are both 



interpreters. Compilers are generally more 

cumbersome 

to use than interpreters, but have various 

benefits for serious programmers. 

If you use a specialised programming 
language and have any comments that 
would help us compile a good software file 
entry for it, we would be pleased to hear 
from you. 



BASIC NEEDS 



£9.95 (£5 to RNU) • Luxylan Software • 
0726850820 

A BASIC bundle for programming buffs, which requires a 
small amount of foreknowledge to operate. Consists of five files 
that can be mn under Mallard BASIC, including FRED, the 
FnendlyText Editor, which is an extremely agile and 
versatile file editor and program editor. Basic Needs is 
excellent value for money. 

PLUSES " MINUSES 

▲ Uses of LocoScript keys 
A Easy to use 

▲ Loads of features 

▼ Documentation poor 



HISOFTC 



£49.95* HiSoft* 0525 718181 



A very good C compiler, fast, produces good compact code. It 

comes complete with the HiSoft integrated text editor ED80. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Compiles program into ordinary CPM COM file 

A Produces compact code 

A Fast and inexpensive 

A Comes with integrated text editor 

▼ No floating point arithmetic 



ARNORC 

£49.95 'Amor* 07)) 



Good compiler with floating point arithmetic, but not as fast or s 
cheap as HiSoft C. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Excellent integrated text editor 
A Floating point arithmetic 

▼ Cumbersome to produce .COM files, needs special run 
time support program 

▼ HiSoft C is faster and cheaper 



13195 'Advantage •0242 224340 

American C compiler. A fuller package, including text editor, 
graphics and tutorial comes at £49.95. Also machine code 
assembler and examples, available separately for £8.95 each. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Features an excellent C tutorial 

A Comprehensive implementation and massive manual 

T Not for the newcomer to programming 



PASCAL 80 



£49.95 • Hisoff 0525 718181 

A standard full Pascal compiler that produces compact code. 
Comes with the ED80 text editor and a stand alone 
programmers editor. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Well integrated text editor - when you hit a compilation 

error you are returned to the correct point to edit it 
A Short compilation time, economical on memory 
T Manual makes no attempt to teach you Pascal 

HISOFT FORTH 

£19.95 'Hisoff 0525 718181 

Forth is an unusual language, somewhere between assembler and 
C. This is one of the tew compilers available for the PCW 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Comes with a Forth editor 

A Quick and efficient implementation 

T Manual doesn't teach you Forth 



THE VICAR 



£29.95* lanspt* 071-607 5844 

A programming tool tor serious programmers. If you have a 
several-hundred line program held in several files on a disc, you 
can lose track of which variables are used where. The VICAR 
produces a concordance listing and other diagnostics, to help 
you find bugs and maintain the program. 



PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Easy to use but still flexible through use of options 

A Amstrad versions all at a special low price 

A Good manual 

T Only of value on large programs 

▼ Limited value to most PCW users (except BASIC buffs) 

ALL YOU EVER... 

£29.95 *CP Software* 099) 82)46) 

Program is ridiculously entitled All You Ever Wanted To Know 
About Graphics, the Universe and Everything on the PCW 
8256/8512 but were Afraid to Ask. It's for the experienced 
programmer who needs fast, smoothly flowing and professional 
looking graphics output. It has a library of machine code 
routines which you can use in any language from Mallard Basic 
to machine code, 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A You can produce professional standard graphics 
A Demo programs included on the disc 
A Routines are very wide ranging 
A Excellent value tor money 

A New routines of latest version concerned with printer 
control 

▼ Not recommended for beginners 
T Cumbersome to use from Basic 

DEVPAC80 MKII 

£49.95 Hisoft 0525 718181 

Version 2 of the PCW hacker's first choice of development 
system. Substantially upgraded from the onginal with a new 
quite powerful debugger, and a Mini OfUcetstyle main 
menu from which to run the individual utilities or your own 
finished programs. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Powerful assembler producing REL or COM files 

A Good hex facility for Basic programmers 

▼ Text editor antiquated and clumsy 

▼ Weak monitor 



£49.95 'Arnor* 07)) 



CP/M machine code development system incorporating an 
editor, assembler and monitor. It will allow you to disassemble 
any of the memory banks including extra memory on M dnve. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Very versatile assembly language programming 

environment 
A Flexible monitor capable of bank switchng, conditional 

breakpoints and symbolic debugging 
A Tailored to meet all CP/M Plus programming requirements 
A Program can't cope with some undocumented Z80 

instructions 
A Program assumes basic familiarity with the Z80 assembly 

language 



M0DULA2 



£54.95* Hisoff 0525 718181 



A compiler. Modula-2 is the successor to Pascal, good for large 
programs requinng separate compilation, complete with text 
editor 

PLUSES < MINUSES 

A Full implementation with extensions. 

A Includes libraries of predefined modules 

A WordStar type screen editor included 

▼ Compilation process is longwinded and not for beginners 



NEXT MONTH 

The guide continues with the categories of 
SPREADSHEETS GRAPHICS and GAMES. 
The month after will cover WORD 
PROCESSORS, ACCOUNTS, UTILITIES and 
DTP, and the month after that it's back to this 
month's topics. Our intention is to keep 
publishing the three parts of the guide in 
rotation, updating it each month to include 
all new products. If you would like to see 
other sections of the guide, back issues of 
8000 Plus are available at £1.75 each. 
Meanwhile, if you are aware of any 
significant errors or omissions in the file as 
published, please let us know. We intend to 
maintain it as THE authoritative guide to 
PCW software, thereby keeping you 
thoroughly up to date with the latest 
software. 



June 91 73 



_ 



Arnor's 1991 PCW Software Sale 



PROTEXT ... The Word Processor 

Protext is firmly established as the alternative to Locoscript. 

All the features you would expect from a good word processor - many text editing commands, print 
commands, spell checking and mail-merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and power ... all go towards making 
Protext ideal for the novice or the experienced user. 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * Word count * Undelete feature 

* Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text * Box manipulation * Configuration * Personal dictionaries * Exec 
files * Two file editing * Keyboard macros * File conversion * Comprehensive Find & Replace * Foreign 
languages and accents * Program editing mode * Proportional printing, right justified * Conditional 
printing and loop constructs * Print any number of copies * Works with any printer * Calculator * Print 
labels * Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on 
program disc * Many improvements based on customer feedback * 

"Protext deserves to be the system by which all other word 
processors are judged ... a superb product' yourcomputer 

"The great strength of this package is its ease of use" CWTA 
Protext is the solution to all Locoscript s drawbacks pcw 
"Makes Locoscript look like a snail" ooooplus 
"Simply the best word processing program to date for the 
PCW ... Locoscript is effectively dead" 

AMSTRADTOWORK 



PUTTING YOUR 



Special Offer - Save £20 

Buy Protext together with the book 
for £49.90 and save £20 off RRP. 
(RRP £59.95 + £9.95 = £69.90) 

Protext + Book £49.90 



Protext is also available in German at £59.95 (Prowort) 



... The Book 

This is an independently produced 
book about Protext, written by Rob 
Ainsley. 

The book features a large section 
of tips for easy reference and is 
well illustrated with screen shots 
and printouts. 

It also includes a section written to 
help the Locoscript user to 
'convert' quickly to Protext. 

It is an essential purchase for any 
current or potential Protext user 
whatever their word processing 
experience. 

Protext...A PCW User's guide 

246 pages, illustrated paperback 

Price £9.95 + £1 post/packing 
(Post/packing is free if buying a 
piece of software) 



CP/M languages and PC Protext 



MAXAM II 

Complete CP/M machine code development system 

* Macro assembler * nested conditional assembly * file 
inclusion * textual substitution of macro parameters 

* repeat loops * Full expression evaluation * Error listing to 
screen/file/printer * 8080 mode * Linking facility * Create 
object files for use with C * 

Window based monitor, with: 

" line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find 
string * relocate * move memory * compare memory * fill 
memory * bank switching * symbolic debugger * single 
stepping * set memory limits for stepping * stack checking 

* conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 

* Editor is program mode of Protext (as for C) * 

" Maxam II - now the best gets even better " CWTA CPC 

"A really excellent piece of software which, given the speed 
with which debugging can be done, will pay its way very 
quickly" ACU 

"The thing that struck me ... was the amount of thought 
and effort that has gone into this product " CWTA CPC 

"Maxam II is stunning ... the most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and 
sophisticated" 



AMSTRAD ACTION 



RRP £49.95 



Sale price £24.00 



Complete C development system 

* Full implementation of K&R standard * 

* Optimising compiler * Floating point 
arithmetic * 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic 

* I/O and maths libraries * Conditional 
compilation * File inclusion * Macros 

* Linker accepts C and assembler (with 
Maxam II) * Stand alone generator 
produces COM files 

Protext compatible editor:- 

*fast and easy to use *on screen help 

* two file editing * keyboard macros * fully 
configurable* powerful find and replace 

* exec files * compile from inside editor 

"Very good value for money" amstradpcw 
"Streets ahead in terms of programming 

power " AMSTRAD ACTION 

In typical Amor fashion, they've taken their 
time and got it right- amstrad computer user 

"All the facilities necessary to write 
complete applications programs " 

POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY 

RRP £49.95 Sale price £24.00 



Upgrading to a PC? 

Protext v5.0 is now available for 
the PC at a special upgrade price 
of £110 (inc. VAT) for all PCW 
users. Send us your original 
Protext or Locoscript disc with 
your order. 

Protext has been designed as a 
PC program, not as an imitation of 
a PCW program and thus 
complements other PC software 
much better than Locoscript PC. 

Features include justification and 
centring of any mixture of different 
printing fonts, including 

proportional; extensive language 
support including Eastern 
European languages; multiple file 
editing; split screen editing; index 
and contents; footnotes and 
newspaper column printing. 

For further details please contact 
Arnor. Protext 5.0 is available for 
IBM PC and compatibles, Amiga, 
Atari ST and Acorn Archimedes. 



All programs run on PCW8256/8512, 9512, CPC6128 



fie/easmgyptfrmic/us/rote/itfa/... ^^ 




Amor Ltd (EP), 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough, PE1 3HA. Tel: 0733 68909 

All prices include VAT, postage and packing. Access/Visa/Cheque/Postal Order. Fax: 0733 67299 



Tipoffs 

Five whole pages of crucial PCW advice! 

Find LocoScript testing? Is CP/M rather a trial? BASIC posing 
problems? June may be the exam season, but if you've got the 
questions, Tipoffs has the answers. Examine the following pages: 
you'll find invaluable crib notes in LocoScript, LocoMail, LocoFile, 
MasterFile, BASIC, Micro Design and every other popular subject. 
A degree above the others this month is John Eade for his calculator 
in LocoScript that should help everyone with their arithmetic. 

If you've found a way round a poser in any popular program, 
write and tell us. You could win hard cash! Write to: 
Tipoffs, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BAJ 2XF. It's Freepost. 



Hey Mac 




The Apple Macintosh - the most popular computer for typesetting and graphics work - can 
easily work with text prepared in LocoScript on your PCW 



In April's issue u reader wrote about the 
difficulty in sending files from a PCW 
to an Apple Macintosh, and thanked 
Moonstone and the Glasgow Apple 
Centre for their help - without giving 
the solution! Well, here it is. 

Start by gelling a 3.5" internal or 
external drive lor the PCW and 
Moonstone's 2inl program. 

2inl has the facility to format your 
3.5" discs. If you want to talk to the 
Mac. don't use it. Instead, start at the 
other end and format the disc on the 
Mac first, using "Apple File Exchange" 
which ernes with most Macs. (The Mac 
word for "format" is "initialise".) A 
disc formatted this way round, as a 
720K MS-DOS disc, will then be 
recognised by 2in I . 

If you pick one of the 3.5" x 2Mb 
discs that big Macs normally work with 
you'll have another problem: the Mac- 
will only offer you the option of 
formatting it at I440K. which won'l 
read al the PCW end. There are two 
solutions lo this. First, sticky tape - on 
the bottom right corner of the Apple 
there is a square hole through, this 



helps the Mac recognise the disc as 
2Mb. If you tape il over. Apple File 
Exchange will let you format it at 
720K. The second answer is to buy 
standard 720K discs. Moonstone 
recommend this option. 

To summarise the subsequent 
exchange procedure taking a 
LocoScript file from PCW with 3.5" 
drive to a Mac: 

1 . In LocoScript. convert the file to 
ASCII. Do this in the disc manager: 
press [I7| (or |fl ] in LocoScripi 2) and 
select 'Make ASCII file' choosing the 
'simple text' option and putting the 
result in group of the disc. 

2. Run 2inl as usual and send the file to 
the 3.5" disc you previously formatted 
in the Mac. 

3. Carry the disc over to the Mac. Start 
"Apple File Transfer", put in the disc, 
and transfer the file lo the Macintosh's 
hard disc. 

4. On the Mac open a word processing 
document and bring the file into il. You 
can now read your text again. 

Andy Tribble, AGA Advertising. 
London 



MD Doctor 

A few tips for Micro Design 2 users. 

* You don't have to load and re-save 
.CUT. .MDA or .MDF files in Micro 
Design to copy them from disc to disc. 
Use the LocoScript disc manager to 
copy, erase etc. instead. When erasing a 
Micro Design file, be sure to erase the 
limbo file as well. 

* When writing text in LocoScript to be 
used in Micro Design, end the name 
with .TXT - then Micro Design will 
recognise it as a text file quicker. 

* You can use LocoScript 1 to write 
text for use in Micro Design. Wrile the 
document as normal, then in the disc 
manager convert it to an ASCII file 
whose name ends in .TXT using [f7] 
'Modes' ('simple text' option). Use this 
file in Micro Design. 

* If you experience difficulty with 
continuous paper, such as when you 
print out a banner in SIDEWAYS mode 
with one giant letter to a page, it may 
be because Micro Design thinks of 
continuous paper as being A4 size (70 
lines) instead of normal 1 1 inch 
continuous paper (66 lines). This means 
each page gets out of step wilh the 
perforations. To gel round this, here's 
what to do. 

1. Switch the PCW on and insert your 
CP/M (copy) disc. 

2. At the A> type paper c d 
[RETURN]. Some figures appear. 

3. When the A> returns, insert the 
Micro Design disc and then type md 
followed by [RETURN]. 

4. In the Micro Design menu choose 
paper as 'continuous', form feed "on" 
and length 'page'. Now when printing 
each page should begin at the right 
place. This process can be used to print 
disc labels. Replace the command in 
step 2 by the line paper c fl 1 8 d 

| RETURN]. The disc label blanks can 
be had from PCW World. 

* Printing sideways goes from right to 
left. For a banner saying WELCOME, 
if you used the print queue to do each 
letter to a page as above, you'd have to 
enter it so the pages would be printed in 
the order EMOCLEW. 

Stuart Teale. Wakefield. Yorks 



Continuous problems 

When I print a document each page 
prints nearer the top each lime on 
continuous paper until it hits the 
perforation between the sheets. 
D Walker, Glasgow 
8000 Plus: Make sure you're set up for 
continuous paper. Before you print a 
document, press jPTR/ in the disc 
manager. Then: LocoScript 1 Press 
[fl I. 'Options'. Using cursors and the 
l+l key. tick the 'continuous' option 
and make the form length' 66. 
LocoScript 2 Press If J I 'Paper' . Using 
cursors and l+l. lick the ' 1 1" fanfold' 
option. Either way. now /ENTER/ and 
I EXIT/ back lo the disc manager and 
print the document. (If queried in 
LocoScript 2. use 'current paper' .) Il 
should print perfectly spaced on the 
continuous paper. ► 



Tipoffs 



Reverse gear 

Is there a way to print 
reversed-out text (white 
letters in black 
background) in 
LocoScript. as you can in 
Mini Office? 
J Taylor, Leicester 
8000 Plus: No. 



Length count 

Protext treats every 
piece of paper I print on 
in single-sheet mode as 
being A4. It stops 
printing at the bottom of 
the page all right, but the 
printer keeps winding on 
aftterwards as if the 
page were A4. It is very 
annoying having to wait 
for this. What can I do? 
M Watkms, Salford, 
Lanes 

8000 Plus: The solution 
is easy. Suppose each 
piece of paper has 15 
lines; then include the 
following lines at the top 
of the document 
>pll5 
(blank line) 
>oc 27.67,15 
...followed by me stored 
commands for layout 
etc. This tells the printer 
to treat every single 
sheet as if it were 15 
lines long. H you want a 
different number, alter 
the 15 in the 'oc' 
command to whatever 
you require 



Listing list 



BASIC programmers may 
be interested to know 
that there is a book with 
just BASIC listings in it 
"The Amstrad 
Companion* by David 
Laurence and Mark 
England is published by 
Sunshine Books. It 
includes useful Hems on 
GSX, pie charts, graphs 
and Logo. 

H Loosemore, East Ham. 
London 



... 




Tipoffs 

The mad count 

Is there a quick way in 
LocoScript of counting 
words in a document? I 
know you get a word 
count after running 
LocoSpell, but if s very 
tedious having to do a 
spell check every time 
you want to do a simple 
word count I have to 
write material holiday 
brochure to very specific 
word counts, and It can 
often a dozen edits 
before I get the word 
count right 
R Smith, London W4 
8000 Plus If I had a lira 
for each time I've been 
asked this question, I'd 
be able to buy a stamp 
now. The answer, I'm 
afraid, is no. There are 
tome BASIC routines 
that will do It listed in the 
8000 Plus Tips 
Collection book currently 
on offer In our mall order 
pages; this is about the 
best option. Another 
option is to buy Ansible 
Index, advertised In 
8000 Plus; its main 
function is to produce 
indexes but ft also has • 
word-count feature. 



Modem times 




When editing record 
entries in Masterfile, the 
usual mode is 'overwrite'. 
If you prefer to work In 
'insert' mode (a la 
LocoScript) press the up 
cursor. An up arrow 
appears in a box to the 
left of the text and you 
are in insert mode, 
M Godwin, Yate. Bris 




Clear thinking 



Is there a quick way to 

clear the PCWs screen 

l". CP/M? 

S de Nimes, Bath, Avon 

8000 Plus: Yes. Just 

type [EXTTJe [EXIT] h 

(RETURN}. 




A typical modem, the device that can put you and your PCW in touch with the outside world. 
However, you'll need to invest in an interlace and the necessary software to make a start! 



I keep reading things about modems. 

What is a modem and which are the 

best ones to buy? 

David Imlach, Stranraer 

8000 Plus: Basically a modem is a 

device that links your computer to the 

plume lines, enabling it to talk to other 



modem-fitted computers around the 
world - computer communications, or 
'comms' . It enables you to do things 
like access information services and 
transfer the information directly onto 
disc (rather handier than vising the 
library, writing notes and then typing 



them up I, do home hanking (transfers, 
payments etc) by accessing your hank's 
computer (onl a few banks do this), 
book holidays, and gel software from 
software libraries round the world 
'downloaded' onto disc down the phone 
line for the price of a phone call. 

It all sounds great, but here are the 
drawbacks. To access any of these with 
a PCW. you need an RS232 interface 
(£60 or so from mail order advertisers 
in 8000 Plus) some comms software 
(Mini Office has a good comms 
program on it and is £30 or less mail 
order) and a modem (the Amstrad 
SM2400 is highly rated ) 

Many information services charge 
fees for use: consulting Prestelfor 
example will cost you so much per year 
in subscription and then an extra 
charge per minute - plus the cost of 
your phone calls. Also, few services are 
set up to cope with the PCW: graphics 
will not work and there are far fewer 
software libraries that you can gel 
software from 

I must confess that all this has put 
me off: I've never thought comms worth 
it. However, quite a few people do. 



Make a pass 

I want to be able to get hold of a short 
BASIC program which requires a 
password before the program will run. 
and I want it to show asterisks instead 
of the password entered so that no-one 
watching can make a note of the correct 
passsword when it is being typed. Is 
there any such program available 
commercially, or could you show me 
how it's done here? 
R Walker, Helston, Cornwall 
8000 Plus: No problem. This routine 
illustrates how you can do this, with the 
password 'Fred' : 

10 PRINT "Type password" 

20 tries%=0 

30password$="" : FORj%=l TO 4 : 

passwords = passwords + INPUTS! I) 

: PRINT "*":: NEXT 

40 PRINT : IF UPPERS (passwords) = 

"FRED" THEN GOTO 100 

50tries%=tries%+l 

60 IF lries%<3 THEN PRINT "Wrong. 

Try again." : GOTO 30 

70 PRINT "Sorry. Program aborted." 

80 OUT 248,1 1 ' 

100 PRINT "Correct" : REM program 

continues... 



This routine is fairly flexible, in that it 
gives the user three chances to get it 
right. The passwords they type are not 
displayed on screen and they don't 
press /RETURN I at the end - BASIC 
just takes whatever four letters they 
type as the password. (If the password 
has, for example, five letters, change 
the 4 in line 30 to 5.) If the user gets it 
wrong three times, line 80 sounds the 
burglar alarm - try it. (To turn it off. 
just type out 248,12 / RETURN/ - a 
useful thing to know once the alarm has 
gone off, as I'm sure you'll appreciate.) 

Case - or use of capital and small 
letters - doesn't matter - so that 
FRED', 'fred' or fReD' will all work 
to the same effect 

There's not much point having a 
password like this unless you protect 
the listing to slop people listing it 
themselves and looking for a line like 
40 that tells them what the secret 
password is! 

To protect your listing, save it by 
typing 

save "program.bas",p /RETURN). 
Then it can't be LISTed. LUSTed or 
EDITed. 



;--passuordi » INPUTI'l) : PRINT "»": i HF/I 
!»" THEM f"' 



10 HVr iuorrl" 

>0 tr if: 

)0 pa;suofdl="" : FOR j'/.=l TO 1 : passuord!=passuordi • 
10 PRINT : IF UPPERI')>assuord!>="FRF.r THEN f" 
iO trie$'/=tri?s/,»l 

3 TIIFJI PRINI "Hroiw. Iry jgsin." I COIO 30 
70 PRIN ej." 

jo our <:■. 

100 PRINI ''Correct" 
» 



Now your darkest secrets can be password protected in BASIC - and you can even ensure 
the maximium of security with it's built in burglar alarm! 



Condensed plot 

April's Tipoffs ("Condensed plot") 
offered a way of setting the printer to 
print out in condensed text - very useful 
for wide BASIC listings, for example. 
However, here's a quicker way. 

At the A> simply type |ALT)p 
[ALTIo [ENTER | |ALT)p. The first 
[ALT|p tells the printer to expect a 
message; the ( ALTIo represents the 
code 1 5 to set condensed pitch; the 
second [ALT)p tells the printer to go 
back to sleep. 

In a similar way, you can set the 
following styles. It doesn't matter 
whether you type upper case (ABC) or 
lower case (abc). 

Elite: lALTJp [EXIT] m |ENTER| 
[ALT]p 

Enlarged: |ALT]p |EXIT] wl |ENTER] 
[ALT]p 

Italic on: [ALT]p [EXIT] 4 [ENTER] 
|ALT]p 

Italic off: [ALTIp |EXIT| 5 |ENTER| 
[ALT]p 

Bold on: [ALT|p |EXIT] e [ENTER] 
[ALTIp 

Bold off: | ALTIp |EXIT[ f [ENTER! 
[ALTIp 

Underline on: [ALT|p [EXIT] -1 
[ENTER] [ALTIp 
Underline off: [ALT|p |EXIT| -0 
[ENTER1 [ALTIp 
Superscript: [ALTIp IEXIT) sO 
[ENTER] [ALT|p 

Subscript: |ALT|p [EXIT| si [ENTER] 
[ALTIp 

Cancel super- or subscript: [ALT|p 
|EX1T] t IENTER] |ALT]p 
Reset printer to usual state: [ALT[p 
[EXIT|@ [ENTER] [ALT|p 
These all come in very handy. 
Alan Sloan, Sheffield, Fulwood 



WRITERS 

We have 3 ways to help you: 

1 FREELANCE WRITING & PHOTOGRAPHY magazine - send 32p stamp 

for your FREE copy (A details of our FREE BOOK offer) 

2 WRITING FOR PUBLICATION A PROFIT correspondence course the 
course that gives you genuinely personal attention - send for FREE details 

3 ECONOMICAL BOOK PRODUCTION SERVICE for self-publishers (as 

few as 500 - 1,000 copies - at very low cost) - write for FREE details 

Weavers Press Publishing, (Dept. 8P), Tregeraint House, 
Zcnnor, Cornwall, TR26 3DB (Tel. 0736 797061). 



Ansiblelndex Plus 

The only LocoScrlpl Indcxer. AnsiblelndM Plus extracts from your documents (with 
correct page numbers):- 



words, phrases and inverted phrases 
Headings and Sub- headings 

themes and Sub-themes 

Choice op alphabet Sorting 

Cross- References 



The Index Is compiled automatically from this Information, and can be edited, printed, 
etc, through IwcoScnpt itself. 

Includes AnsiblcChcck. the fastest LocoScript word counter. And Grease, dreaded in 
high places, is as galling as ever. Plain-English manual included. Price: £34.95 

Request our info sheet for more details. The price includes VAT, postage and after-sales 
support. No increase with the 1991 VAT change, and no extras! 

Ansible Information 

94 London Road. Reading. Berks, RG1 5AU 

New telephone number to be announced. 






DO YOU NEED A COMPREHENSIVE UBRARY OF READY- 
PRODUCED GRAPHICS FOR YOUR MICRODESIGNING? 

I have a total ot 21 disks with hundreds or MDAs ready (or loading into MD2 - 
virtually every animal, trees, novefly items. signs ol the rodtac. transport. 

'lowers, sporting activities, etc etc. 

Disks MWH1 to MWH6 and MWH2I are CF2. Disks MWH7 to MWH20 are 

CF20D lor 8512-951 2 users 

Disk 16 is a card producing utility disk 

All disks am suppiiod with catalogue sheet. 

Price ea 50 each inc. VAT and p4p TWO tor Et5 00 then E7 00 lor each 

subsequent disk OR any 10 disks tor C65 00 OR all 21 disks tor £125 00 

The card disk is ottered at only £5 50 

Contact Mlck Harrison, 283 Abbey Street, Derby, DE3 3SW 
Phone (0332) 381210 

For PCW8256 users. Any ol the CF2DD (ormat disks can be supplied 

on two XCF2 formal disks (or use in drive A at an extra cosi ol 

C3.00 lor each CF20D d<sk 

PERSONAL SCANNING SERVICE AVAILABLE 



^|y *^jfr. 




SuperDOS 2 



Now released. Completely rewritten, faster 
and with many new features, SuperDOS is 
confirmed as the best windows and menus 
system for CP/M for the PCW. 

Phone or write for full information, 
including details of how to try SuperDOS for 
Just £12.99! 

Hayfields Grove, 
Audlem, Crewe, CW3 0LB 
Tel: 0270 811890 





A Complete 

Service in 

Computers & 

Software. 



Miles Better Software 
219/221 Cannock Road, 
Chadsmoor, Cannock 

Staffordshire. WS11 2DD 

Telephone: 

(0543) 466577;8/9 



LOCOMOTIVE 



(.ocoscrlpl II + Iuk-oFIIc 44.90 

Locofont 29.95 

Locofont 24 29.95 

l-oco»lcl8| 34.95 

I woffle (9) 34.95 

Locomall 2 18) 29.95 

Printer Support Park 29.95 

Locoscrlpt 2 + Locospcll (81 39.95 

Lorofllr ♦ Locomall (8) 49.95 

Locoscrlpt 2 (81 29.95 

Locosort 8.95 

Keyboard Disk (81 29.95 

Keyboard Disk (9| 29.95 

Locoscrlpt PC 1.5 99.95 

Locollnk 24.95 

Locofont 24 PC 24,95 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



AMXStop Press* Mouse 70.00 

AMX Stop Press 36.00 

Micro Design II 44.95 



ACCOUNTS 



Sage Popular Accounts 70.50 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus 105.75 

Sage Popular Payroll 49.95 

Sage l*opular Invoicing 49.95 

Sage Cash Trader 70.50 

Money Manager PCW 34.94 

Personal Tax Planner 19.95 

Vital Income Processor 34.95 

SBACash 45.95 

Stock Market 2 34.95 

Dlglta System 3 31.95 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supercalc2 52.00 

Cracker 2 42.05 



DATABASE 



Master File 8000 32.95 

D Base II 59.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve 49.95 

Datastore II 27.95 



UTILITIES 



Daatafax . 



.29.95 



Easy Labcller 29.95 

lllsofl Pascal 80 34.95 

Hlsofl Devpac 80 V2 34.95 

Hlsoft Knife Plus 19.95 

Pascal MT * 29.95 



ACCESSORIES 



Fun School 3 2-5 yrs 19.95 

Fun School 3 5-7 yrs 19.95 

Fun School 3 7-l2yrs 19.95 

102 Key Keyboard 79.95 

Star LC 10 Printer 169.00 

StarLC 24-10 Printer 240.00 

Star LC 200 Colour 219.00 

Star LC 24-200 269.00 

Star LC 24-200 Colour 319.00 



Just a selection from our vast range ot computer software. 
All goods sent within 24 hours. All prices Include VAT and Delivery. 

Please make cheques, postal orders payable to. ^^^^_ 

"Miles Better Software" VISA 

Access'Visa orders please phone tor immediate dispatch |^BiB 

Visitors Welcome. 




pl*Uf tecUMfr woiA^ ?>»! 
COMPUTERS, SOFTWARE, ACCESSORIES & BUSINESS EQUIPMENT 



UNREPEATABLE OFFERS! 



PCW 8256 
£339 

INC. VAT 



PCW 951 2 

INC SHEETFEEDER 

£499 

INC. VAT 



AMS0FT 3" CF2 DISKS (10) £19.95 INC P&P 



PCI 51 2 DD MONO £299.00 INC VAT 



LIMITED STOCKS - PCW OFFERS 

DELIVERY £10.00 EXTRA 



25-29 GRANGE ROAD WEST, BIRKENHEAD L4l 4BY. 
FAX: 051-650-0506 MAIL ORDER 051-650-0500 



PERSONAL CALLERS 

WALLASEY 37 SEAVIEW RD. 051-630-3013 

BIRKENHEAD 25/29 GRANGE ROAD WEST. 051-647-3377 

WEST KIRBY 2 ACACIA GROVE. 051-625-9199 




Tipoffs 



Basic points 

In the Tips Collection book 
(page 62) you give a very 
useful tip for detecting the 
presence or absence of 
paper in the printer from 
within BASIC. Can you 
give similar routines to 
test if, for example: 

a) the bail bar is out 

b) the printer is offline 

c) the printer is not 
connected 

M Cook. Brighton, E 

Sussex 

8000 Plus: Ideas, anyone? 



Graphic tips 

Two extra tips to anyone 
printing graphics, as 
detailed in April's Tipoffs. 
First BASIC has a nasty 
habit of transforming 
tabs (code 9) into strings 
of spaces when sending 
them to the printer. 
If a BASIC program using 
graphics produces 
strange results, try 
putting a line like 
1 OPTION NOT TAB 
at the beginning to 
remedy it. 

Second, when working 
with very wide graphics 
routines, BASIC 
sometimes puts in extra 
returns when it thinks 
you've reached the end 
of the line, splitting up 
your graphic over 
several lines. The answer 
is to have a line like 
1 WIDTH LPRINT 255 
at the beginning. This 
makes BASIC think the 
printer is infinitely wide 
and so it won't split lines 
up in this way. A simple 
LPRINT at the end of 
each line will move to a 
new line. 

J Dean, Burton on 
Trent, Staffs 



Free calculator 

Owners of LocoMail (which includes 
evryone with a PCW9512) can use il to 
write a short calculator routine given 
here. It's always available from within 
LocoScript and will cope with any 
reasonable calculation - very handy for 
working out the new VAT rates! Better 
than a pocket calculator, you can copy 
and paste the results of your calculation 
directly into other documents. 

Type the routine given calling it 
TEMPLATE.STD and store it in an 
unused group on your start of day disc. 
Call the Group 'CALC to remind you. 
It will automatically be copied into the 
corresponding group of the M drive 
when you start up LocoScript. To use 
the calculator, simply position the 
cursor on TEMPLATE.STD in the 
CALC group and press f then [ENTER] 
[ENTER]. It will accept any arithmetic 
of which LocoMail is capable - and 
each full calculation can be entered in 
one go, for example: 
|14 + 3.456789 * 33] / [3.9 - 2.36 * 1.3] 
|4! [ENTERI 

Don't forget that LocoMail uses square 
brackets to define the order of 
calculations. For example. |4+6]/2=5 

I: trout 0/CtLC T Hilinj toil. 
Ujoat 1 Filt LSI CM LPS 
fMetins ffrlwut f3=5tnlt f4=Su 



B: group 0/CALC 
Layout 1 Pi 10 

flections f3=l 



12«t3<2) ■ 60 
4 . 83«S . 74 ■ 32,3586 
4 . B9"S . 74 1 2 ■ 32.96 
69.9S«vatl2 ■ 82.19 
69.95«vatl2 = 105.69 
that«2 ■ 211.38 
Pt»6« = ma 



j... "U4.««j»i. 



f3=S 



imnwi i ni i iiwnwm > m< K >nm <ni <mni > < ii M i< n>n i MM 
> Keu cwplete calculation, (.9: 2.34S6 
' Io define variable kM it alone e»fl:_ 

...but when you save and 'Fill' it, it turns into 
a nicely designed calculator whose results 
you can copy and paste into other 
documents. Remember to press [ENTER], 
not [RETURN], in calculations. And note that 
use ot '|2' to make results be printed to two 
decimal places, as for amounts of money 

(i.e. 17.5%) leaving one calculation 
reading 
VAT=0.175 

and from then on any calculation can 
then refer to VAT as one of its 
elements. So you can just enter V AT*5 
for the VAT payable on £5, then 
69.95+[VAT*69.95] for the VAT- 
inclusive total on £69.95. and so on. 
The number of decimal places and any 
other number formatting codes can be 
inserted into the calculation as follows: 



Printer idle. 
Pi 
rs=Pi« f7=Si»n 




This routine only 
takes a couple of 
minutes to type in. 
That fifth line spills 
over the edge of the 
page; the bit you can't 
see says q2:(-Mail) =' 



but 4+6/2=7. There must be the same 
number of 'I" as 'J'. But the calculator 
does not require opening and closing 
brackets. As a bonus any variables can 
be predefined (PI or VAT etc) and used 
in the calculation. If they have not 
been defined you will be asked to 
define them and then the program will 
continue. A neat way to do this would 
be to simply enter the name of the 
variable on its own. For example, if you 
are calculating VAT on various 
amounts then start off by typing 
VAT[ENTER| and the program will 
then respond 
VAT=VAT? 
to which you reply 
0.175 



1*2.789|1=2.8 

1*2.789|1!=2.7 

Or. the formal can be changed for all 

answers by entering 'format' and then 

setting the number of decimal places 

and then whether rounding or 

truncating is required.You can use the 

word 'that' to refer to the previous 

answer (but don't forget that it will be 

changed each time). For example 

2*3=6 

THAT*2=12 

THAT*2=24 (not 12!) 

The program itself uses the variables ql 

to q5 which should therefore not be 

used for input. To place a comment 

simply enter "". You will then be 

asked for the comment or to [ENTER] 



to end. A print out of the results can 
then be made editing first if necessary. 
If a mistake is made and you wish to 
retain the calculations made so far. 
then: Edit, press |COPY| at the 
beginning, move to the end and press 
[COPY] again, press a number such as 
0. [EXIT]. 'Discard'. [ENTER], 
[ENTER], [PASTEI then the number 
you pressed such as 0. and continue. 
(+Mail); Calculator by John 
Eade[RETURN| 
q4="":ql="(+Mail)q2=?; Input? 
[RETURN] 

#q2="format":<:q4=?#; How many 
decimal places? [RETURN | 
q4="l"&q4:q5=?: Rounded or 
Truncated? (R/T) [RETURN] 
#q5="T":<: q4=q4&"!":>(- 
Mail)Format changed to "(+Mail)q4 
(-Mail)'(+Mail)x:#q2"":<:q2:(- 
Mail)|TAB]=(+Mail) 
q3="that=["&q2&q4&"]:that":%q3:(- 
Mail)(+Mail)x: 
q2 = ?: Comment or "" to end 
[RETURN] 
q2:>:>(-Mail) 

":%ql@q2(-Mail)(+Mail)|RETURN] 
I RETURN I 

(-ReV);(RAIign)[TAB](+ReV) 
********** ********************** 
******************************** 

************ Key complete 
calculation, e.g: 2.3456 + 3 * I 4 / 5 ] * 
vat I 2! (-ReV)ENTER(+ReV) *(- 
ReV)(RAlign)|TAB](+ReV ) 

* To define variable key it alone e.g: 
VAT (-ReV)ENTER(+ReV) 
*(-ReV)(RAlign)[TAB](+ReV) 

* '[' & ']' if needed to define order of 
calculation 
(-ReV)(RAlign)|TAB](+ReV) 

* 'In' to n decimal places: 'I!' 
truncate; * 

<-ReV)(RAlign)[TAB](+ReV) 

* To change format key 'format', (- 
ReV)ENTER(+ReV), answer questions 
*(-ReV)(RAlign)[TAB](+ReV) 

* 'That' refers to previous answer; 
"" for comment or end. *(- 
ReV)(RAIign)|TAB|(+ReV) 
******************************** 
******************************** 
*********** 

(-Mail) There are no |RETURN|s after 
the semi-colon before the instructions 
box. The box will need adjusting unless 
the layout has a width of 75. scale pitch 
10 and the pitch is set to PS or 12. A 
tab position is also required to set the 
position of the equals sign. 
John Eade, Fovant, Salisbury 
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BASIC in LocoScript 

You can use LocoScript to edit a 
BASIC listing - which can be extremely 
useful if there are sections that are 
repeated or very nearly repeated, 
because you can use LocoScript's 
[COPY] and [PASTE] facilities. 

In BASIC, save the program (which 
is called PROG.BAS. say) with the 
command save "prog.bas",a 
[RETURN|. (This saves the listing as 



ASCII, i.e. simple text). 
Now start up LocoScript. Insert the disc 
with PROG on it. Create a new 
document called PROG.LS. In it. press 
[f 1 1 (or [f7] in LocoScript I ) and "insert 
text'. Give PROG.BAS as the file to 
insert and [ENTER]. The program 
listing is inserted into the file you're 
editing. Make the editing changes you 
want, save and [EXIT]. 



In the disc manager, press [fl] (or [I7[ 
in LocoScript 1 ) and 'Make ASCII 
file'. Put the cursors over PROG.LS 
and [ENTER], and give the name of the 
ASCII file as PROG.BAS ('replace 
with the new file' if queried). |ENTER] 
and the new version of the listing is 
saved as PROG.BAS; this file can be 
run in BASIC as usual. 
Peter Just. Bushev, Herts 



Centre stage 

There are many applications where a 
page full of centred lines looks very 
smart - handbills, menus or notices, for 
example. One way of doing it is to 
enter |+)c (or I+|ce in LocoScript 1) 
before each line, but it can be tedious. 
Here is a better way. 

At the top of the document press 
If2] selecting "change layout" or 'brand 
new layout". Then, once in the layout 
editing screen: 

LocoScript 1 Press the down cursor. 
Move the cursor to the centre of the 
ruler line, halfway between the two 
margins. Press |l'5| to set a centre tab. 
Delete any other tab markers by putting 
the cursor over them and pressing |-|. 
[EXIT] back to the main document. 
LocoScript 2 Press |f3] and 'clear all 
tabs'. Move the cursor to the centre of 
the ruler line, halfway between the two 
margins. Press |+| three times to set a 
centre tab (signified by a twin-headed 
arrow). |EXIT| back to the main 
document. 

Now type in each line against the 
left margin as normal.ending each with 



Tipoffs 



♦/WCWffNT.W Editing text. 
1 Pil2 LSI CM LPG 



J Ignore cast 
J Presem us* 

Look for whole words 

Use wild cards 



Manual melange 



The Corwoiw 
Mash Creei*" 



Nakts of car boot on ult^ 
flUSIIN • MVQ l TBttgf I JftGUMv 
UAUXHALL • RENAULT I FOKD • HAHV HGRE'f 



Once you've set up the right layout, you can 
type lines in to LocoScript as normal, do a 
quick [EXCH]... 



Grand 

CAR BOOT 
SALE 

5 July 1991 

"The Common 
Wash Gr-een 

Rakes of car boot on sale: 

MSTm i ROVER • TRABW i JH6UDR 

mUlHALL i REMML J < FORD • KM MORE' 



...and the printed result conies out 
perfectly centred. 



GraM 

CMMOI* 
SMIf 

5 Jills 1331c 

1 

Hi Comohv 

Hash Cr»nw 

c 

Hakes of c.*r boot on sale:* 1 
AUSTIN • mio • IMMfl I JKM< 

warn i ml: • EOFt i mm mnw 



...and in a jiffy each line is centred. Very 
smart for handbills, menus and posters... 

[RETURN]. When you want to centre 
the lot. just go back to the top of the 
document and press |EXCH| (|SHIFT1 
[FIND]). Give [RETURN] as the text to 
•find" and (RETURN1 |TAB] as the 
text to 'exch'. Cursor down and select 
"automatic exchange". Press [ENTER] 
and the whole page is centred for you. 
If you copy this document, calling 
the copy TEMPLATE.STD and 
removing all the text from it. then any 
new document you set up will have the 
right layout for centring already, and 
you only have to follow the steps in the 
above paragraph to centre everything. 



BASIC bits 

1 . How do you stop a 
BASIC listing running? 

2. How do you quit BASIC 
and go back to CP/M? 
Andy Tribble, AGA 
Advertising. London 
8000 Plus: 1. Press 
[STOP] to stop it, or [f5] 
to haft the running 
temporarily; [f3] resumes 
operation. Some 
programs are designed 
so this won't work, in 
which case all you can do 
is switch oft. 

2. Type system [RETURN] 
and the A> will reappear. 



Key facts in LocoScript 



I've just discovered the trick everyone 
else probably knows of pressing [+]i to 
set italics instead of going through the 
menus. Can you publish a complete list 
of these tricks? 
J Dee, Hornchurch. Essex 
8000 Plus: You don' l ask for much, do 
you! In the following, keystrokes 
marked * only apply to LocoScript I ; 
those marked ** only apply to 
LocoScript 2. You can use upper or 
lower case, i.e. either /+// or [+[l will 
set italics. 

While editing a document 

[+1 B selects hold: /-/ B deselects it 

l+l 1 selects italic: /-/ / deselects it 

l+l UL selects continuous underline; [- 

j UL deselects it 

l+l W selects word-underline; /-/ UL 

deselects it 

l+l SB selects subscript; /-/ SB 
deselects it 

1+] SR selects superscript; /-/ SB 
deselects it 

l+l P 17 [ENTER/ selects 17 pitch (17 

letters per inch) 

l+l P IS [ENTER] selects 15 pitch (15 

letters per inch) 

[+] P PS [ENTER! selects 

proportional pilch (c. 13 letters per 

inch) 

l+l P 12 [ENTER/ selects 12 pitch (12 

letters per inch) 

l+j P 10 [ENTER/ selects 10 pitch (10 

letters per inch) 

[+/P17D I ENTER / selects 8 1/2 

pitch (8 112 letters per inch) 

l+l P15D fENTERI selects 7 112 

pilch (7 112 letters per inch) 

l+l PPSD [ENTER! selects double 

proportional pitch (c. 6 112 letters per 

inch) 



l+l PUD I ENTER I selects 6 pilch (6 
letters per inch) 

l+l P10D [ENTER/ selects 5 pitch (5 
letters per inch) 

[+1 [SPACE! gives a hard space 
I -] [SPACE! gives a soft space 
[+1 - gives a hard hyphen 
)-] - gives a soft hyphen 

[+1 C centres the line* 

l+l CE centres the line** 

l+l RJ aligns the text against the right 

margin* 

l+l RA aligns the text against the right 

margin** 

[+1 J justifies the text (smooth right 

margin)** 

1-1 J stops justification (ragged right 

margin)** 

1+] LS [ENTER/ selects zero line 

spacing (overprinting lines) 

l+l LS 112 fENTERI selects half line 

spacing 

l+l LS 1 [ENTER/ selects single line 

spacing 

[+1 LSI 112 [ENTER/ selects single 

one and a half line spacing 

[+1 LS 2 [ENTER] selects double line 

spacing 

l+l LS 2 1/2 [ENTER] selects too and 

a half line spacing 

[+1 LS 3 [ENTER/ selects triple line 

spacing 

[-] LS returns to line spacing set for 

document 

l+l LP 5 [ENTER/ sets 5 lines per 

inch** 

l+l LP 6 [ENTER/ sets 6 lines per inch 

l+l LP 7 1/2 [ENTER/ sets 7 112 lines 

per inch** 

l+l LP 8 [ENTER! sets 8 lines per inch 

I -I LP returns to line pitch set for the 



document 

I+/KP3 I ENTER/ keeps the next three 
lines (including this one) together and 
won't split them over a page break 
etc. (any positive whole number can he 
entered) 

[-1 KP 3 [ENTER] keeps the previous 
three lines (including this one) together 
and won't split them over a page break 
etc. (any positive whole number can be 
entered) 

l+l CR 1/2 [ENTER/ inserts an extra 

half-line between paragraphs** 

l+l CR 1 fENTER] inserts an extra 

line between paragraphs** 

1+] CR 1 1/2 /ENTER] inserts an extra 

one and a half lines between 

paragraphs** 

l+l CR /ENTER] or f-j CR cancels 

the extra half lines** 

l+l RV reverses the colour of the 

following text but has no effect on 

printout 

1-1 RV returns to normal colour 

[+1 SC in a text marks this word as 
being correctly spelt; LocoSpell will 
ignore it 

l+l PN= will when printed insert the 

current page number in a space three 

characters wide and centred in this 

space 

l+l PN>» does the same with the 

number aligned against the right edge 

of the space 

l+l PN<« does the same with the 

number aligned against the left edge of 

the space 

(similarly = etc. does the same for one 

space. == etc. for Mo and so on) 

I + 1 LPN= will when printed ** 



Boot up 

Moonstone's 2inl 
program, which enables 
the PCW to format discs 
in a 3 1/2" drive for use 
in PCWs and PCs or 
Macs, can't format 
startup discs (as they 
admit in their manual). 
So, to make a self- 
booting startup disc for 
2ml using SUBMIT.COM 
in the usual way, first 
format a disc in DISCKIT 
and then use 2inl to 
mass-copy its own files 
to this disc plus the 
J...EMS file, 
SUBMIT.COM etc. 
Michael John Margetts, 
Blundellsands, 
Merseyside 
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ASTROLOGY for beginners 

Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad 



Buy a Starter Pack comprising a simple program to calculate a 

horoscope, an introductory booklet and 2 self-teaching programs 

(how to interpret the horoscope). 

ONLY £12.50 No previous knowledge required 

For ALL Amstrads (CPC. PCW. PC. PPC) 

Payment by Access/Visa, Cheque. P.O. Please state make of computer 

of send s.a.e. (33p - about 9" x 7 "I for free catalogue giving details of 

our wide range of programs for PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGERS 

including complete natal interpretations and forecasting. 

Also I CHTNG," GRAPHOLOGY, BIORHYTHMS. NUMEROLOGY, etc. 



ASTROCALC 

(Depl 8000) 67 Peascroft Road. Hemel Hempstead. 
Herts HP3 8ER England. Tel: 0442 251809 



MAKE YOUR AMSTRAD EARN 



Yes making money with your Amstrad becomes incidental when you know how. 
Your micro is. it only you knew it. a gold mine. The size and make is irrelevant. 
Make the initial effort NOW by starting your own 

HOME BASED BUSINESS 

This may be the most important move you will ever make! 
REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch*. Anyone in the 
country, including YOU. can become very rich in a relatively short period of time just 
by doing a few basic things! It's more rewarding than playing games. The benefits 
are many and varied. Full or part time. For FREE details send S.A.E. to: 



juuuuulinruinnnj 





31, PILTON PLACE (8+ 26) 

KING AND QUEEN STREET, 

WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 



BIGHEAD 

USE BIGHEADS 3D LETTERING 

WITH MICRODESIGN II TO 

PRODUCE LARGE EYE CATCHING 



POSTERS AND SIGNS. 

INCLUDES 42 READY MADE 3D 
POSTER AND SIGN HEADINGS. 

BIGHEAD IS SUPPLED ON TWO CF1 DISCS COMPLETE WITH REFERENCE-, 
SHEETS. FOR BEST RESULTS WE RECOMMEND PCW85IJ/9SI2 MACHINES' 
HOWEVER BIGHEAD CAN BE USED ON POV82S6. FOR JUST £19.95 
WRITE OR PHONE FOR OUR FREE PCW INFO PACK. 

a] HD DESIGN 

3 ROUNDTHORN WAY. GOLDSWORTH PARK W 1/IC . 
WOKING. SURREY GU2I 3QN '•''■ 

— I (0-4867) 8 I 39-4 




SD MICROSYSTEMS 



SMAU TRADER PCW 

At last! An intt->;r.Ui-d Stock, invoicing 
and sales package which is very quick 
to sci up, simple to use* and effective 
An ideal starter system for the self- 
employed small firm. Runs in 2SISK 
or ->I2K memory, Maintains up to w> 
product lines and w customer 

supplier accounts. Prints professional 

Invoices and statements plus a wide 
range of useful reports. Includes Free 
purchase ledger. Opening Offer 
£35.00 or £50.00 complete with 

General ledger. 



OTHER PCW SOFTWARE 

GENERAL LEDGER (Busincss)..£29.95 

Simplified book-keeping program; 
Receipts, Payments, VAT, Hank \ Cash. 
I'rot'il "v Loss Account etc 
GENERAL LEDGER (Pcrsonal)..£19.95 
Handles home accounts including : 
hank, credil cards, savings and auto 
monthly standing orders 

LIBRARY FILE 2000 .£19.95 

Catalogues & values collections: 
Vldei »> CDs/ Discs /Hooks Photos. Fast 
searches & printed reports. 10 Artisoft 

CF2 in Amscase £24.00 PCW carbon 

rihlwins from £2.99 

Please add £1.00 P/P per order. 



Send Cheques, POs or sae for our full catalogue lot (Depl hi 
SD MICROSYSTEMS, P.O. 24, HITCHIN. HERTS. Tel: (0462) 422897 




SUREDATA 

AMSTRAD REPAIR AND SECOND USER SALES 



REPAIRS 

We repair AMSTRAD PCs. PCWs. MONITORS and PRINTERS. All repairs 

Cany a 3 month warranty. 

SECOND USER EQUIPMENT 

We buy ahd sell AMSTRAD PCs. PCWs. MONITORS and PRINTERS or we 
can sell them on your behalf ( you get a better price). 
All units sold are reconditioned and have a 3 month return to base 
warranty. Optional I year extended warranty available. Cash, cheques. 
Visa and Mastercard accepted. 

PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 

DEPT 8+, UNIT 5, STANLEY HOUSE, 
STANLEY AVENUE, WEMBLEY. 
MIDDLESEX HAO 4JB 
TELEPHONE: 081-902 5218 (opposite Dorothy Avenue). 

Second User HOTLINE: 0831 616519 (after hours) 
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LOCOSCRIPT TRAINING? 

Individual or group tuition - our premises or 

yours - plus Word Processing Services on 

paper or disc 

MARTLAND SECRETARIAL SCHOOL 

1 7 \\<-si fit-Id Street, St Helens, 

Merseyside WA10 3JH 

Telephone: (0744) 451811 

Sub-contractor for ET training 

RSA Examination Centre - Training covers 

Keyboarding, Shorthand, Typewriting. Audio Typing 

and Word Processing. 

: iimmimiLmiiimmimmimiLuiiiimiL 1 



How to win £14000 
using small stakes 



ONE OF OUR CUSTOMERS RECENTLY WON £14,000 o 

bet using £1 stakes and selections found by our 

FORMULA PLUS horse racing program. 

Programs strongly recommended in 

Amstrad PCW and 8000 Plus. 

If you are looking for winners the Brimardon programs are 
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SIMPLY THE BEST - BETTER THAN ALL THE REST 



Brimardon FORMULA - uses any daily paper - X30. 
Brimardon FORMULA PLUS - needs a racing paper - £40. 



Send a cheque or postal order or write or phone for lull details. 
Brimardon Computer Racing Service 75 Cockerton Green, 
V Darlington, DL3 9EG. 0325 288483 Z. 



£5 reduction in price if you return this advert with your order 



TOO BUSY TO BACK UP? 



We all know thai we should keep backup copies of our disks but we rarely do. 
Copying disks with Locoscripl 2 or DISCKIT lakes a long time and usually involves 
many disk swops and it is easy to make mistakes; copying files individually is a 
chore. 

Written especially to reduce the time taken to on absolute minimum, BACKUP will 
automatically bock up your disks either by copying only changed files or by 
copying selected tracks whichever is quickest. BACKUP runs as a self-booting 
"End of Day" disk with friendly LocoScripl-like menus ond it requires no knowledge 
of CP/M. It is primarily aimed at LocoScript 2 and CP/M users, but those with 
only LocoScript f will gain some advantage. BACKUP costs only £1 9.95. 

Used regularly BACKUP will allow you to back up your disks in seconds, in your 
choice of 2 or 3 generation sets. As well as helping yourself you will also be 
aiding the charity BACUP to help people live with cancer. 

Order from BACKUP DISC (8000) British Association of Cancer United Patients 
121-3 Charterhouse Street, London EC1M 6AA 
Telephone: 071 608 1 785 Fax: 071 253 0123 

Please state which PCW you use and number of copies required. 

Cheques should be made payable lo: BACUP Trading Co. Ltd. 

Access or Visa Accepted. 



insen the last page number of the 

document in a space three characters 

wide and centred in this space 

l+l LPN>» does the same with the 

number aligned against the right edge 

of the space 

l+l LPN<« does the same with the 

number aligned against the left edge of 

the space 

(similarly = etc. does the same for one 

space, == etc. for two and so on) 

l+l LT3 selects layout number 3 

etc. (any reasonable number can be 

entered) 

l-l LT returns to the default layout for 

the document* 

[+] LL makes this the last line on the 
page but does not end the paragraph 
(so e.g. will keep the line justified if this 
is selected) 

[ALT] I RETURN I moves to a new page 
and ends the paragraph (so e.g. will not 
keep the line justified if this is selected) 

In any menu 

Pressing [TAB/ moves you to the next 
section (as marked by double lines). 

When setting layouts in LocoScript 2 
l+l sets a normal tab in the ruler line 



at that position 

l+l l+l sets a right lab 

l+l l+l l+l sets a centre tab 

l+l l+l 1+] l+l sets a decimal lab 

l+l l+l l+l l+l l+l sets a normal tab 

etc. 

1-1 clears a tab 

ISPACE1 moves to the right margin 

[+1 while on a margin moves one space 

to the right 

/-/ while on a margin moves one space 

to the left 

In the disc manager 

The following operations can be 
entered as fast as you like: 

If3l (move to destination group) 
IENTERJ (new name if any) IENTER1 
copies the file you started on to the 
destination group* 
If3j [ENTER/ (move to destination 
group) [ENTER/ (new name if any) 
[ENTER] copies the file you started on 
to the destination group** 

[f4] (move to destination group) 
[ENTER] (new name if any) [ENTER] 
moves the file you started on to the 
destination group* 
If3] M [ENTER/ (move to destination 
group) [ENTER/ (new name if any) 
I ENTER] moves the file you started on 



Get SET 

How can I protect my work in 
LocoScript and my CP/M database with 
a password from those 1 wish to keep 
out - such as my sister Emma! 
Graham Wallis, Knaresborough, N 
Yorks 

8000 Plus: First here's how to do it to 
any file that is used by a CP/M 
program (Mini Office, BASIC, 
Masterfile, SuperCalc elc etc) - but note 
this will not work for LocoScript files. 

Suppose the file you want to protect 
is called SECRET. DOC. First switch on 
your PCW and insert the CP/M (copy) 
disc. At the A> type pip m:=a:set.com 
I RETURN j. If you get an error message 
try again with your CP/M master disc. 

Now insert your disc with the file to 
be safeguarded. Decide a password for 
the file to be protected (say 
BYEEMMA). First type m.set 
a:[protect=onl IRETURN] which sets 
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From now on if you want to type the file 
to screen, copy it, erase it or edit it, 
you'll be asked for the password. (It 
isn't shown on screen when you type it 
in.) Gel it wrong and the function is 
aborted. 

To remove a password, type m:set 
secret.doc tprotect=none]. You have to 
give the password before you do this! If 
you forget the password, copy the file in 
LocoScript - which doesn't recognise 
passwords - erasing the old one. The 
copy will have no password protection. 
So, even password protected files aren't 
totally safe from prying eyes! 

The problem is that if you want to 
use the file in (say) Masterfile, BASIC 
etc., that they won't have anything to do 
with the file. So, you'll have to remove 
the password first before using it in 
your CP/M program, then re-set it 
afterwards. 
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You can easily protect your CP/M files with 
a password. Unfortunately, using them once 
they're protected isn't quite that simple... 

protection for the disc; now set the 
password for the file SECRET.DOC by 
typing m:sel secret.doc lpassword= 
byeemmal IRETURN/. (To set all files 
on the disc to this password, type m:set 
*.* [password=byeemma/ /RETURN/.) 



You can easily protect your LocoScript files 
from casual snoopers too. Rename them 
with .$$$ at the end and they can't be edited 

In LocoScript there's nothing you 
can do to password-protect a file. You 
can try temporarily renaming 
SECRET.DOC as SECRET.$$$ using 
If}/ in the disc manager (or [f5/ in 
LocoScript I) and then LocoScript 
won't edit it, but of course you can 
easily rename it to SECRET.DOC 
again and it's editable. 



to the destination group** 

If6/ /ENTER/ erases the file you 
started on* 

If31 E /ENTER/ /ENTER/ erases the 
file you started on** 

[f5/ [ENTER] (new name) [ENTER] 
renames the file you started on with the 
name you type in* 

[f3] R [ENTER] (new name) [ENTER] 
renames the file you started on with the 
name you type in** 

While LocoSpell is running 

When the menu shows up for a doubtful 

word: 

I [ENTER] Ignores the word 

A /ENTER] Adds the word to the user 

dictionary 

M /ENTER] Marks it as correct 

C I ENTER] lets you Consult the 

dictionary 

E [ENTER] lets you Edit the word 

U [ENTER/ Uses the suggested 

replacement 

R [ENTER/ Replaces the word letting 

you edit 

Those are all the ones I can think of; 
they should provide you with enough 
material to experiment with - although 
there may well be many more! 



Continuous question 

I use listing paper 99% of the time in 
CP/M. How can I get it to start off on 
listing paper when it starts up? I've 
tried typing paper c f66 g2 16 d 
IRETURN] to set the right parameters 
for continuous paper, but the D at the 
end - which is supposed to set the PCW 
to use these values by default - doesn't 
seem to work: every time I start up the 
PCW expects A4. 
Tony Cooper, Pierric, France 
8000 Plus: The D parameter indeed 
makes the settings just selected those 
the printer will default to from then on 
- but only until the PCW is switched 
off; to make the PCW start up expecting 
to use continuous paper, you'd have to 
change the guts of that .EMS file that 
contains the instructions CP/M gives to 
the PCW when you start up. It's quite 
possible to do this using SID.COM, in 
theory, but it would be an involved 
process and if you don't know what 
you're doing you run the risk of doing 
some damage. 

What you can do though is include 
that paper command in your 
PROFILESUBfile. Then it' 11 come into 
action whenever you start up. For 
anyone who isn't sure how to do this, 
the steps are as follows: 

1. Switch on the PCW and insert your 
CP/M copy disc. 

2. Type pip profile. sub=con: 
[RETURN/ 

3. Type paper cf66 g2 16 d [RETURN/ 
[ALT/z 

4. When the A> appears, press [SHIFT/ 
/EXTRA/ [EXITI. Your PCW should 
now start up and, when it prints, expect 
continuous paper. 




Stick with it 

If you want to print a 
message on a small 
sticky label that 
doesn't come on 
address label-style 
continuous backing 
paper - a disc label, 
perhaps - you have the 
problem of lining the 
text up on it. Here's 
way round. 

Take a length of 
backing paper from 
continuous address 
labels. Fold it back on 
itself with the less shiny 
side uppermost (so the 
printer can grip it). Insert 
this into the printer In the 
usual way and set up the 
desired text on screen. 
Print out the detail. 

Remove the sheet 
and check the detail will 
fit on the label. 

Stick the labels over 
the printed text so the 
text will fit on neatly 
centred or whatever. 
Replace the backing 
sheet in the printer. Print 
out again. 
Lewis Gordon, 
Wimbledon, London 
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SPORTING TRIANGLES 

From CDS Software. Recently 
reviewed by the 8000 Plus team and 
given a value verdict of 14/20. If you 
are a sports fan then it's a must. 
Even tougher than a Question of 
Sport, but when the going gets 
tough... 
RRP £19.99 
Our Price £14.99 
Order No. 8636 
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TEQNICHE KEYBOARD 

Excellent new 102 key keyboard for 
the PCW that really does make 
keying easier. 8000 PLUS were so 
impressed we got one ourselves! 
Not only does it feature a clear and 
clean design, but it feels so much 
more comfortable. And the price is 
well worth it 
R.R.P. £90.85 
OUR PRICE £79 
Order no.8635 

EXPLOITING THE AMSTRAD 
PCW 9512 

Written by John Campbell and 
Marion Pye, this book is aimed at the 
more experienced user of the 9512. 
300 pages, packed with information 
on programs from Locoscript to 
Supercalc.2. Highly recommended 
by the 8000 PLUS team. 
R.R.P. £14.95 
OUR PRICE £13.45. 
Order no.8637 

STOP PRESS AND MOUSE 

An excellent DTP package, very 
strong on graphics. Takes a bit of 
getting used to but is well worth the 
work. Especially since we're giving 
away a mouse free and a very 
competitive price into the bargain. 
R.R.P. £79.99 
OUR PRICE: £59.99 
Order No. 9640 
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FUN SCHOOL 3 

The best-selling education package 
now available for the PCW. Separate 
packs for the under 5s, 5-7 yrs and over 
7s. With 6 games in each pack and 
conforming to the National 
Curriculum: 8000+ Value Verdict 18/20 
R.R.P. £24.99 

Our Price £19.99 

U 5s Order No..8623 

5-7s Order No. .8624 

Over 7s. Order No. .8625 







je Verdict 18/20 
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USING THE AMSTRAD PCW 9512 

Written specifically for 9512 owners 
byJohn Campbell, an acknowledged 
expert, this book is designed for the 
beginner. With over 170 pages on 
how to understand and operate the 
9512, this book is an ideal guide. 
R.R.P. E10.95 
OUR PRICE £9.95. 
Order no. 8636 



5.25 INCH DISK DRIVE 

This PACE disk drive is the answer 
to your incompatibility problems, 
and gives you the benefits of 800k 
disc capacity. It comes complete 
with TDOS which allows MSDOS or 
PCDOS data to be transferred to 



your PCW. 
R.R.P. £189.99 
OUR PRICE £145 

Order No. 8622 
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8000 PLUS BINDER 

You need never lose another tip 

again with these gold-embossed 

binders. At last, you can tidy up that 

pile of 8000 Plus's you keep 

meaning to sort. 

At this giveaway price you no longer 

have an excuse! 

OUR PRICE £4.95 Order no.8004 

TWO FOR £9.00 Order no. 8076 



8000 PLUS T-SHIRT 

And from the latest fashion shows 

we are pleased to present 

the definitive accessory for the 8000 

Plus reader who needs to do a bit of 

gardening or late night programming- 

The 8000 Plus T-shirt in glorious 

American Royal Blue. 

MED T-SHIRT £4.95 Order no.8071 

LARGE £4.95 Order no. 8072 

L0C0FILE 8256/8512 

The industry standard database from 
the makers of the industry standard 
word-processor. Combines brilliantly 
with LocoScript 2 for the8256/851 2, in 
an easy-to-use environment. Pops up 
whenever you need it. 
We are giving away a free walichart 
and a T-shirt with this package. 
OUR PRICE £29.95 
Order no.8044B 




MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

This has to be the Integrated 
package for all your business needs. 
Comes with "The all in one Business 
Computing Book", this package 
contains word-processor, database, 
spreadsheet, graphics and comms. 
We are giving away a free 
pack of highlighter pens 
with this offer . 
OUR PRICE £26.95 
Order no. 86 10 
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THE 8000 PLUS COLLECTION 

Ex-editor Rob Ainsley has put 
together the best hints and tips from 
4 years of your favourite magazine. 
Essential reading for all our readers. 
Now only available with Disc. 

BOOK&DISC PRICE £14.40 

Order no.8603 



CRACKER 
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CRACKER 2 

Charts, graphs, everything you 
would expect from the PCW's most 
powerful spreadsheet. With 
Paperback Software behind it and 
our own Buyer's Guide rating you 
can be sure this will fulfil your 
spreadsheet needs. 
R.R.P. £49.95 
OUR PRICE £29. 9 
Order no. 8081 
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8000 PLUS MAIL ORDER 

NAME 

ADDRESS 



POSTCODE 



PHONE NUMBER 



DESCRIPTION 


PRICE 


ORDER NO 




















TOTAL 







Method ot payment (please circle) Access Visa Cheque PO 

Credit card no 

Expiry date 

Please make cheques payable (o Future Publishing 

No stamp required if posted in the UK Channel Islands or the Isle of man 

For overseas orders call Justin on 0453 7401 1 



Send this form to 
8000 PLUS 

Future Publishing Ltd. 
Freepost, Somerton. 
TA11 7BR 



58 7401 1 ASK FOR JUSTIN HOT LINE 0458 7401 1 H( 



Club Guide 



Extra, Extra! 

Kields Kasj 
Computer Training 
16, Mbydarc Park 
Baldojle. Dublin 13 
Ireland 

Subjects: l.oco 2, 
Loco PC, Micro 
Design, Sage 
Accounts. Money 
Manager 
Contact: 08X 561291 

Computer Services 
(Kent). 2 Church 
Road Business 
Centre. 

Sittinghournc. Kent 
MEW 3RS. 
Subjects: Loco 2. 
I in-ill- ik\ LocoMail. 
Supercalc 2. Money 
Manager. 
MicroDcsign. 
Contact :0795 421732 

Westwind Computer 
Kducation Centre. 
13b Church Street. 
Wellington. Telford 
Subjects: l.oco 2. 
LocoMail, Protext. 
Supercalc 2, 
Maslcrfile. dBase 2 
Contact: 11952 56573 

Electric Words 
232 Vrbroath Road 
Dundee DD4 7SB 
Subjects: l.oco I&2. 
Loco PC 
Contact: 0382 462640 




The Good Club 
&Training Guide 



CLUBS 

York Amstrad Computer Club 

Enterprise Social Club, 17 Nunnery 
Lane, York (address for meetings only) 
Enquiries:Simon Williams 0906 40164 

Scotwest.PCW 

19, Porton Place, Old Greenock Road, 

Bishopton, Scotland 

Enquiries: Iain Lang 0505 863916 

Ground Floor User Group 

Holme Street, Hebden Bridge 

West Yorkshire 

Enquiries:Jae Campbell 0422 844991 

CP/M and MS DOS User's Group 

// Hazlemere Road, Windsor, 

Berkshire SLA SET 

Enquiries:David Nesbitt 0753 866854 

Hampshire PCW User's Group 

Unit 5. Cable Street. Northam, 
Southampton, Hampshire 
(address for meetings only) 
Enquiries: Paul Day ( above address) 

Hereford Computer Club 

18 Church Street, Hereford 

Herefordshire HR1 2LR 

Enquiries: David Rose 0432 267123 

Teesside Amstrad User Group 

8 Knayton Grove, Greenvale, 
Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland 
TS19 7RW 

Enquiries:Gladys Baker 0642 580018 

M25 User Group 

58 Islip Gardens, Northolt 

Middlesex UBS SBY 

Enquiries: Tony Brown 081 841 3666 

Littlemore Amstrad PCW 
User Group 

Peers School (Adult Education Centre), 

Littlemore, Oxford 

Enquiries: R G Hughes 0865 242720 

The Worldwide Amstrad 
Computer Club (WACCI) 

9 South Close Twickenham TW2 5JE 
Enquiries: Steve Williams (see above) 

Heads of the Valleys 
PCW User Group 

Birchacre, Croes Bychan, Llwycoed. 
Aberdare CF44 0EJ 



Enquiries: 0685 874972 

North Norfolk Computer Club 

Kontiki, Ingworth, Norwich NR11 6PL 
(address for enquiries only) 
Enquiries: Mr Oldman (above address) 

MicroDesign2 International 
User Group 

15 Elsham Close. Bramley, 

Rotherham S66 0XZ 

Enquiries: Phil Cole (above address) 

Hastings PCW Club 

7 Fulford Close, St. Leonards-on-Sea. 

East Sussex TN38 0PN 

Enquiries: Joe Unwin Hastings 715108 

Gloucestershire PCW User Group 

2A Setsey Villas, Selsey West, 

Stroud GL5 5LQ 

Enquiries: David Bailes 0453 828281 

TRAINING 

Banna Word Processing 

29 New Bond Street. London W1Y 
9HD Subjects: Loco 1&2, SuperCalc, 
Enquiries: 071 493 3336 

Computer Training Centres UK 

Exchange Buildings, Upper Hinton 
Road, Bournemouth BH1 2HH 
Enquiries: 0202 299676 

Dynamic Sales and Training 

47 Goldsworth Road, Woking, Surrey 
Subjects: LocoScript I &2, dBase, 
dBase 11, SuperCalc 2 
Enquiries: 0483 756914 

Headline Communication Ltd 

PO Box 22, Hereford HR4 8UW 
Subjects: LocoScript I &2. CPIM, 
dBase II, SuperCalc 2 
Enquiries: 0432 271598 

Horsham Office Skills Training 

Unit 2, 24 London Road, Horsham, 
West Sussex RH 12 1 AY 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, Wordstar 
Enquiries: 0403 21 1440 

John S Blandford 

15 St Albans Road. Sandridge, St 
Albans. Herts ALA 9LA 
Subjects: LocoScript 1.2 & PC, 
LocoFile and LocoMail 
Enquiries: 0727 59913 



Linkom Training 

32 Hill Street. Totterdown, Bristol 

Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2. Sage 

Accounts 

Enquiries: 0270 717435 

No Hassle Computing 

36 Tantallon Road, Balham, London 
SW12 8DG Subjects: LocoScript 1 &2. 
Supercalc, Cracker, Masterfile 8000 
Enquiries: 081 675 3139 

Molesley Education 

Flat 3. 10. Matham Road. East 
Molesley Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, 
Loco PC 
Enquiries: 081 941 1364 

Scottish Business Services 

28 High Street, Paisley PA1 2A7 
Enquiries: 04 18481135 

Off the Shelf Training Services 

5a West Street, Bognor Regis. West 
Sussex. P02 1 1UB 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, LocoMail 
Enquiries: 0243 827778 

Rodesign 

195 Milwards, Harlow, Essex CM19 
4SJ Subjects: Micro Design, ProScan 
Enquiries: 0279 444313 

Victoria College 

13 Dalton Square. Lancaster. LAI I PL 
Subjects: Loco 1&2. Supercalc. dBase. 
WordStar, Sage Accounts. Stop Press 
Enquiries: 0524 33996 

Wetherby Office Training 

Cambridge House, 39 Cambridge St.. 
Wellingborough. Norlhants NN8 1DW 
Subjects :Loco 1&2, dBase. Supercalc 2 
Enquiries: 0933 222400 

Wetherby Price Training 

30 New Canal. Salisbury. Wiltshire 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, CPIM, 
Sage Accounts 
Enquiries: 0722 24005 

Jacquie Errlngton, 

2 Willow Tree Close, Wickham Market. 
Woodbridge. Suffolk IP 13 0TB 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 ,2 & PC, 
LocoFile. LocoMail. 
Enquiries: 0728 746461 
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Postscript 

Welcome to June's Postscript, where the sun is always shining! We're fit to 
burst this month, with your help, enquiries, praise and general comments. 
Disc drives, printers, printer drivers, postcodes - you name it, it's all here. 
We've even heard from the owner of a bridge playing dog! Write to us 
with your opinions - the address is Postscript, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath BA1 2BW. We're sorry, but we cannot answer letters personally! 
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Innocent until..? 

I am writing to you as one who 
genuinely believes himself to be honest, 
but who has just been shown in 
regrettable circumstances to have 
committed a criminal offence. I am the 
user of a MicroDesign2. and I purchased 
my copy of the programme legally. 
Content in the knowledge that I was a 
legitimate user I made copies of the 
programme to use on my own PCWs: 
my business owned three of these 
machines. Some lime later. I changed 
machines, and on selling one of these 
machines naturally the disks went with 
it. A week later I received a call from the 
authors. Creative Technology, in which 1 
learned that both these actions could 
easily have resulted in being prosecuted 
on charges of theft and breach of 
copyright. 

I did vaguely understand thai there 
are laws governing the copying and 
reselling of computer software: 
unfortunately. I also believed that I was 
an honest person who never stole 
anything in my life. I understand much 
more clearly now what software piracy 
really means, because I have been forced 
to explain to the people against whom 1 
committed an unwitting theft why they 
should not prosecute me for it: it seems 
that my plea of ignorance about the law 
does not make me immune from such a 
prosecution. It cost me a substantial 
amount of money, and. I might add. 
some personal humiliation. I can only 
consider myself very lucky that it has 
not cost me more. 

Creative Technology asked me to 
write this letter, partly to make every 
computer user search both their 
consciences and their disc boxes before 
declaring themselves beyond reproach, 
but also to say publicly that they do not 
intend to be so lenient in future. They 
assure me that anyone they catch 
indulging in a little 'honest' copying, 
whether to friends or for profit, will not 
be treated as gently as I have been. So to 
any users out there who think that they 
are beyond the law. I can only say this, 
be honest with yourself, and be warned. 
(Name and address supplied) 



8000 Plus: We 're quite sure that you 
men '/ the only one to have been 'caughX 
out ' in this unfortunate way. The laws 
which govern this kind of happening are 
none too clear - let 's hope that others 
will he more wary after reading this. 
Thank you for writing. 



French connection 

J. Stoessl's letter in the May issue 
probably voiced questions which may 
worry other people (and there are 
many! I who are contemplating moving 
to France. I have lived here for nearly 20 
years, and can tell you the following: 

1. My 8256 and 8512. both bought in 
England, work perfectly on the standard 
French voltage of 220v. 

2. Buy your equipment before you leave 
England - middleman profit-margins 
here make hardware expensive. 

3. I have not been able to discover any 
laws about IT information here which 
are not covered by international 
conventions on the subject. If you have a 
database consisting of names and 
addresses, every person on it has a right 
to inspect and correct the entry relating 
to him or her. 

4. Buy English software. Much French 
software (particularly, of course, word 
processing software) insists on assuming 
that you have an AZERTI keyboard: if I 
boot LocoScript using a friend's disc. 
'so?e very aueer things hqppen'. 
LocoScript I supports all necessary 
accents for writing in French. 

5 Keep up your subscription to 8000 
Plus if you want to keep in touch - 1 am 
still looking for a PCW club in this 
country: Amstrad retailers seem quite 
unaware of such things as three and a 
half or live and a quarter disc drives for 
PCW's. and have a great tendency to 
look down their noses and say you are 
using horse-drawn equipment and 
should upgrade. 
Tony Cooper 
France 

8000 Plus: Merci pour voire leu re. Tony! 
I'm sure the information you've 
provided will be of great help to 
potential inhabitants. 



Screen solution 

The cause of the screen dump problem 
being suffered by IM Charteris ("Dump 
Hump". Postcript. Issue 56) almost 
certainly lies in the power supply 
regulator of the PCW. I had similar 
problems myself when I first got my 
machine. 

It appears that the power regulation 
circuitry of PCWs is a bit hit-and-miss, 
and they often come out of the factory 
with the voltages varying quite a bit 
from the ideal figures. At the worst case, 
there isn't enough power under certain 
conditions to supply all the demands. 

Doing a screen dump of the disc 
manager screen is probably the strongest 
test, as the first thing to be printed is a 
mass of black and white lettering on it. 
This sudden heavy burst of printer 
activity takes too much power from the 
regulator, and robs other parts of the 
machine, which then crashes. The only 
way to rescue things in the short timer is 
to re-boot. 

It can be cured - my machine 
showed the added fault of crashing on a 
hot day. as one Regulator component 
overheated - but I can't remember at this 
distance exactly what it was that needed 
replacing. In any case, it's not a job for 
the electronically squeamish, so perhaps 
Mr Charteris should refer the machine to 
a qualified engineer, with the above 
information as a pointer. 
Graeme Aldous 
Saitburn. Cleveland 

8000 Plus: Very helpful. Graeme. 



Colour find 

Where can I get those brightly coloured 
discs which adorned the front cover of 
your May edition? Black ones are so 
dull. Secondly is it possible to put 
LocoScript into over-type rather than the 
default insert mode when typing in text. 
I keep seeing references to it but this 
elusive piece of information is not in the 
LocoScript manual. 
N Hall 
Harwich 
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8000 Plus: The discs on last month's 
cover were created lovingly by our 
colour co-ordinated art team - plus a 
few sprays of touch-up paint for cars 
from Hulfords. Needless to say, the discs 
were rendered unusable after that little 
escapade, so I don 't recommend that you 
try it at home! One way to brighten up 
those rather dull black discs could be to 
order some brightly coloured 8000 Plus 
labels from our Somerlon office 10458 
7401 1 >; they cost £1.00 for a pack of 
five. Now, on to LocoScript. 
Unfortunately it is not possible to 
overwrite text in this program. If you had 
Protext. you could do so by pressing 
[ALTIITABI land then reverse the effect 
with the same command sequence) but 
that isn 'l of much use to you. is it? Sorry 
about that. N. 



Drive on 

With reference to the article "Crazy 
Driver' in your May issue. I am in 
complete agreement with Mr M Walker 
on this subject. The Print Driver disc by 
Locoscript contains print riles for about 
300 different printers to allow Locoscript 
to be printed. There will never be a time 
when I will use 98% of this information, 
which will have cost me in excess of 
£30. As Mr Walker points out. such is 
the state of the industry, that next week 
could be the launch of yet another model 
of printer, not included in the LocoScript 
disc, requiring yet another driver to print 
Locoscript. Does this mean yet another 
£30 for a few lines of programming? I 
will soon be purchasing a Canon 
Bubblejel. The print driver for this 
printer is included on the Micro Design 2 
suite. If you have an early version of 
MD2. they will include it on your master 
disc free if you send it back. I can 
understand Locoscript would not want 
every user of their suit to send the master 
disc back to them for an update for free, 
but then why not do as Creative do and 
include a bigger range of print tiles on 
the master disc. After all. one print file 
does cover rather a large group of 
printers. 
Mr T Morgan 
Scvenoaks 

8000 Plus: How do other readers feel? 
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Internal promotion 

My PCW95 1 2 is at present out of action 
due to a faulty disc drive that requires 
replacement. Since a replacement 3" disc- 
drive is of the order of £120. plus lilting. 
I have been considering the possibility of 
replacing my 3" "A" drive with a 3.5". 
such as the one advertised by 'Compact 
Micros' in your magazine at £79.95 + 
postage. 

Can you tell me please, would this 
be likely localise any problems. I don't 
mind if the unit is free standing instead 
of titling into the 95 1 2. but is it easy to 
connect? (1 am an electronics technician. 
although I don't work on computers). I 



would of course have to have the three 
inch discs copied onio three and a half 
inch, but are there likely to be any 
problems loading? Or any other 
difficulties with ihe software? 
Having taken your excellent publication 
from the very first and being ihe proud 
possessor of the entire 8000 PLUS scries 
- all nicely bound - 1 am sure you will 
accede to my request. 
W Forsyth 
Cambridge 

8000 Plus: You won't be able to simply 
remove the 3" drive and replace it with a 
3.5" version. You 'II need to get your 3 " 
drive repaired or buy a replacement one. 
whichever is the cheapest. Most 
suppliers of 3 " drives provide pretty 
lucid instructions I Compact Micros 
certainly do). SO you probably won ' I find 
it loo hard to carry out. After that, you 
could go ahead and think about adding a 
3.5" drive, but a straight swap is just not 
possible. Rather a shame, since this 
month's DIY maintenance feature is all 
about filling the larger drive! Sorry! 



Logo listing? 

Please. 8000 Plus, would you be so kind 
as to print in your pages for me and all 
your other equally avid readers ihe DR 
LOGO listings for drawing: 

(a) a Sierpinski curve and 

(b) a Koch snowflake 
David L .1 Warner 
Winchester 

8000 Plus: If anyone can provide the 
listings you seek. I feel sure that they'll 
pop them into an envelope marked Logo 
Listing and send them to me at the Bath 
address, from whence I shall forward 
them to you. 



On the case? 

Mr Dave Bailes of Slroud wrote in your 
Tipoffs section in February thai "one 
good way of storing discs is in those 
clear plastic cases". Those must be the 
individual plastic cases in which the 
discs used to be supplied in the good old 
days of yore. The only discs which ran 
the risk of gelling dusty were the ones in 
use. The others lay snugly in their little 
cases and so lasted ages. 

But can you or he tell me. please, 
where one can buy those beautiful cases 
now. I have a dozen or more discs which 
have to live in communal cases, which is 
not nearly such a good storage method. I 
can now buy new discs with individual 
cases, but I want some cases for my older 
discs. 

David Rudd 
Banstcad, Surrey 

8000 Plus: And you shall have them. 
David: the cases are available from 
Advantage Software 156 Bath Road, 
Cheltenham. GL53 7H.I. telephone 0242 
224340). They cost £2.95 for a box of 
ten. which can 't be bad. 



Protext preference 

As a would-be owner of an Amstrad 
PCW. I have been reading your 
magazine so as to be familiar with its 
possibilities before taking ihe plunge. 

It seems (Oci '90) that Protext would 
be more suitable than LocoScript for my 
purposes, as I would want lo do essays 
and longer documents, also the word 
count would be very useful. 

However, the PCW95 1 2 normally 
comes with LocoScript. so if you want 
Protext instead of LocoScript. how is this 
achieved? The local dealer was not very 
helpful saying "everyone uses 
LocoScript". and I fell that I'd been 
asking a silly question! Please help! 
Anne Hcnwood 
Farnham, Surrey 

8000 Plus: Ah. yet another shining 
example of the knowledge of the high 
street dealer! How uninspiring. The 
question is quite reasonable, but the 
answer is that you will have to buy 
Protext separately. LocoScript is 
bundled with the PCW. and there is no 
way to negotiate a swap with the dealer. 
Instead, you 'II have to contact Protext 's 
creators. Amor, and part with £59.95 to 
obtain a program which, clearly, is more 
suited to your needs than LocoScript. 



Travelling light 

Following from your article about 
Scorecard in the May issue and taking a 
PCW to a cricket match. I wondered if it 
is safe to use a PCW without the primer 
attached as this would save transporting 
it. Unless you actually want to print out 
results right away, you could save to disc 
and print at home. 

On another subject. I was very 
inierested in the article in the April issue 
about Alan Dennis and his lighting 
controller and wondered if il is possible 
to gel in touch with Alan lo see if he 
would be prepared to sell details of his 
system. 1 would need both the program 
and circuit diagram of his black box. 
D J Madge 
Exminster. Devon 

8000 Plus: As far as we know, it is 
perfectly safe to use a printer-less PCW 
- two out of the three 8000 Plus office 
PCWs are used in this fashion, with no 
adverse effects whatsoever.. On the 
subject of Alan Dennis, I have forwarded 
your letter to him. 



Which is which? 

I have an Amstrad PCW 8256 and would 
like to buy a really good printer to 
replace the PCW 8256. 

Please could you recommend any 
primers which are fully compatible with 
Ihe Word Processor and monitor. Quality 
of prim (perhaps variety of type faces 
too) are what's important, be it laser, 
daisy-wheel or whatever. Do any need 



LETTA-HEAD PLUS 



Design letterheads, receipts, posters, labels, tickets for home or small business. 
Create your design by placing text in any combination of fonts in any mixture 

of 8 1 different sizes anywhere on screen Add graphics in the form of lines. 

arcs, circles, elipses. shading and icons. When you're happy, print headings in a 

choice of 18 different sizes, use your design in labels up to 4" x 2" in size or 

print groups of designs as a poster. Easy to use program includes full 

instruction manual. 15 fonts and a font and icon designer. 

Price £18.50 inclusive. 

ALSO WordFinder - THE program for word game enthusiasts. 

Price C1 3.50 

For further details and orders phone (0433) 30799 or write to: 

BRADWAY SOFTWARE (8P), 

"HILLSETT", UPPER PADLEY, 

GRINDLEFORD, SHEFFIELD, S30 1JA. 



Laser Printing 



From LocoScript 1 s 2 



High Quality, cost effective, camera ready copy. 
All style, emphasis and layout codes supported. 
Wide choice of fonts and point sizes. 
Enhancements include columns and graphics. 
Only 50p per A4 page. Quantity Discounts. 
We also print Microdesign & Stop Press pages. 
Artwork for this Ad printed from LocoScript at this scale. 
Telephone 051 630 2657 for free information pack. 



DAISYWHEEL 98 Bell Road, Wallasey L44 8DP 



Cricket match 

Two programs perfectly matched for the 
needs of cricket fans! 

eSCORECARD replaces the 
traditional cricket scoring book. Just 
enter the result of each ball and the 
PCW updates and displays all scores, 
bowling figures, run rales - in lad, 
everything those scoring computers 
do on television. Scorecards can be 
saved to disc, printed out any lime 
and easily inserted into LocoScript 
documents. You can even print scor- 
ing charts for each batsmon showing the path and result of each shot. 8000 Plus (Moy 1 991 ) 
loved it: "could not be simpler [to use], . . fast, powerful and efficient" it said, rating it 1 9/20. 

And a new program that's way above average. . . 

e HIGH SCORE keeps all your side's averages through the season. Jusl enter the individual 
scores and bowling figures after a game and the PCW con display the updated bowling and bat- 
ting averages, list the lop bowling and balling performances for the season wilh dales and 
opponents, print all these out, or insert them into a LocoScript document. You con select overages 
for certain types of game (e.g. limited ovets, 1st or 2nd XI matches only) or across all gomes. 
And of course it can lake figures directly from Storecard 

SCORECARD costs £14.95 (or £19.95 with scoring chort facility) + £1 pSp 

HIGH SCORE cosls £19.95 + £1 p&p. £5 discount if ordered together. 

Both work on all PCWs, though ihe scoring chart facility won'l work on a 95 1 2's daisywheel. 

Sticky Dog Software • 46 Avondale Rd, Bath BA1 3EG 
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THE MOST SUCCESSFUL MODERN LANGUAGE 
LEARNING AIDS OF ALL TIME 

•THE FRENCH MISTRESS 
•THE GERMAN MASTER 
•THE SPANISH TUTOR 
•THE ITALIAN TUTOR 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512 

Designed to satisfy the language learning needs of: 

• School children studying 0- level. CSE and GCSE 

• Beginners and night class students 

• Business men and women 

• Holiday travellers 

• Foreign students learning English 

Each program includes a comprehensive series of lessons with 
over 2500 items of vocabulary Additional vocabulary such as 
homework, coursework and revision material can all be very easily 
keyed in. edited and saved on disc or cassette for future use 

For PCW 8256/851 2 3" Disc £20.39 

For CPC 464. 664. 6128 3" Disc E20.39 

For CPC 464. 664 Twin Cassettes £17.32 

To order please state FRENCH. GERMAN. SPANISH or ITALIAN and 
enclose a cheque/postal order or quote your ACCESS number. 

All prices include VAT and postage. 

Please remember to tell us which type ol computer you have. 

KOSMOS SOFTWARE LIMITED Tel: 05255 3942/5406 
FREEPOST (No stamp needed) (Telephone orders welcome) 
DUNSTABLE, Beds. LU5 6BR am anton dispatched hn day. 

1 Pilgrims Close. Harlington, Dunstable LU5 6LX 
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Turn your mouse into a 
digitiser -for just £7.95! 



Do you want to trace photographs and sketches into your 
DTP/graphics package? You need Tracey! This precision- 
moulded transparent puck attaches to your PCWs mouse to 
give a quick visual guide of what you are tracing. Fixes to 
either side of the mouse for left or right handed use. 



* Removable when 
not in use 

* Ideal for AMX, 
Kempston and all 
flat-sided mice 

* Only £7.95 
including VAT 
and p&p 



"Brings greater accuracy to the reproduction of graphic 

images on the PCW " - 8000 Plus, Dec '90 

'If the rule that all the simplest ideas are the best is applied, 

then Tracey gets the prize" - Computer Shopper, Jan '91 

Cheque wilh order. Trade enquiries welcome. 

SideWise Ltd (Dept 8K57), PO Box 4, 
Totnes, Devon TQ9 7EN 
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special paper? Would another primer 
need to be fitted by a specialist? 
Charles Pilling 
Keswick 

8000 Plus: This is one of those requests 
for help which comes up lime and lime 
again. So. you 'II he pleased In hear thai 
We 'II he Coming to your assistance in no 
small nay with next month s feature on 
external printers. We 'II he looking at a 
selection of the PCW compatible printers 
on the market, and answering all the 
most asked questions. If you can hold on 
until then, it will he well worth the wail.' 



Post de-code 

Could you consider a guide to the 

various addresses you have? For 

example, on contents page, issue 53. we 

have: 

'Future Pub... (Various Depls.) .. Bath 

BA1 2XF: 

In issue 55 we have. Bath BAI 2BW 

Tipoffs..Freepost Bath BAI 2XF 

Postscript Bath BAI 2BW 

Sophie's letter Bath BAI 2AP 

Listings - No specific address 

All appear to be at 30 Monmouth St., - 

Tipoffs are Freepost. the others are not: 

if I have (as on this occasion) letters for 

three different depts. can 1 assume they 

will be distributed or should they be each 

addressed separately? 

R E Rushby 

Cleethorpes 

8000 Plus: OK. here we go. with the 
official 8000 Plus Good Postcode Guide. 
The address to use for all the categories 
you mention is 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath. BAI - and. wait for it - 2BW. As 
long as you put the correct section 
heading, plus the name of the magazine, 
then your missive will go to the right 
place. However, we 've recently 
introduced a different address for 
competition entries, which is as follows: 
(Name of competition - so this month, 
it's DTP Competition) 8000 Plus. 29 
Monmouth Street. Bath BAI 2AP. And 
those are the only ones which apply to 
our Bath office. If you do put a different 
code, your correspondence will probably 
still gel here, but the Post Office won 7 
thank me for saying thai! 
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$ | A dogs life 

Many moans in this computing 
world about poor service. Just to 
reverse the trend, a compliment to 
CDS Software. Bought their Colossus 
Bridge program - our puppy fancied 
the instruction booklet and ale it. 
Wrote to CDS - free copy sent by 
return. Trouble is. puppy is now 
too good for me at bridge. 
N P Harris 
Newton on Trent, Lincoln 
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8000 Plus: Does it follow that your 
bridge partners eat Pedigree chum, 
then '.' 



Clean break I 

Having successfully converted my PCW 
8256 to 85 1 2. installed a second drive 
and re-furbished the keyboard I assumed 
I was capable of following your 
instructions in the May issue on how to 
clean the "A' series print head 'in six 
easy steps'. 

I was wrong, stages, one. two. three 
and four easy but stage live presented a 
problem. Laying out the pins in the 
pattern as the illustration. I cleaned them 
and started to re-assemble only to find 
that there is more than one way to fit the 
pins. 

Do the heads face in or out - should 
the pins be inserted in reverse order and 
which of the minute slots lakes the first 
pin back, do they need to be inserted in 
reverse order? 

The illustration at stage three doesn't 
help. Struggling to sort this oul. I mixed 
up the pins!Is there any way they can be 
identified?! 
J N Palmer 
Brundall, Norfolk 

8000 Plus: Unfortunately, on the A series 
printer the order is vital. The answer is a 
matter of trial, error, and common sense. 
A few guidelines to help you. though: the 
tugs at the top of the pins should point 
outwards, with each tag resting on a 
spoke of the 'wheel'. At the other end. 
each pin ends in a point. When these are 
inserted, they should form a straight line 
sticking oul of the casing. This should 
help locate which side the pin goes on. 
Hope this helps you sort the problem 
oul! 



Clean break II 

I followed your excellent instructions 
and cleaned the pins in (he head on my 
8256 printer. I also found thai the 
irritating line on my printouts, lhat I have 
lived with for some time, was due to one 
arm on the steel ring lhat pulls the pins 
back going lazy. The line remains, 
despite my attempts to bend the 
offending spring arm. All 1 require is the 
pressed steel part (what you describe as 
the wheel I. The part is unobtainable. 
Both my local compuler shop and CPC 
Spares can only sell me a complete new 
print head at around £60. This is a 
ridiculous situation. 
John Bennet 
Wellingborough 

8000 Plus:! agree. Can anyone help? 



Guilty? 

In Postscript in the April issue. PC Crisp 
enquires about the pattern of black and 
green lines thai appeared on booting his 
PCW. Il is probably all the fault of 8000 
Plus - at least it was when my PCW was 
similarly affected. (Pray elaborate. Mr 
Birkett..Ed). 

This effect can easily be achieved by 



storing your used copies of 8000 Plus on 
ihe floor, trapping ihe trailing mains 
cable so lhat it eventually pulls tightly 
against the case where the cable enters at 
the back. Release the cable, and the fault 
vanishes. One of the most easily 
produced types of computer graphics! 
L Birkett, 
Halesworth, Suffolk 

8000 Plus: This is a classic case of a 
need for an 8000 Plus binder, methinks: 
can't have those precious copies of the 
mag lying all over the floor! 



Back to our roots 

Every edition lately brings news of yet 
another piece of hardware lo put inside, 
behind or beside the PCW. 

Aren't we in danger of losing sight of 
the original concept of of the PCW - a 
simple, cheap, easy to operate package 
which we could all get to grips with? It 
word processes, docs accounts. DTP 
educates and amuses. It's a basic 
machine at an unbeatable price. 

Let's have a look at what the 
prosperous PCW owner is now being 
encouraged to do. He wants more RAM - 
he can upgrade to I Mb for £ 1 36. Why 
not add ihe delights of a hard disc, say. 
40Mb at £414. He's dissatisfied with the 
8000 series keyboard. Why not change to 
a superior 102-key replacement at £90? 
Find the SOW) a bit slow? Double the 
speed with another add-on for about £90. 
Why not invest in a 3.5" or 5.25" drive? 
It will only cost between £90-£135. 

And it doesn't stop there: let's face il, 
by current standards the printout of the 
ihe native 8000 series printer isn't loo 
hot. The 95 1 2's daisywheel is virtually 
extinct in the rest of the compuler world. 
24-pin. bubblejel and Inkjet printers are 
faster and quieter, and offer better 
quality. Let's get a brilliant 24-pin for 
around £300. Oh. and we'll need another 
£20-odd driver disc. 

So Ihere we are. a turbo charged 
85 1 2 with I Mb of RAM. a 30Mb hard 
disc, smashing keyboard, an extra drive, 
all linked in to a super new printer. Cost 
of the original 85 1 2? Around £500. Cost 
of upgrading? Approximately £1.630. If 
that's the kind of machine you want or 
need, what's the point? A quality 80286 
will cost you perhaps £1.300. Sell the 
PCW and buy a PC.Why try to make a 
silk purse out of Ihe excellent, functional 
sow's ear which we know as the PCW? 
Would you spend a fortune to upgrade 
your humble Morris Minor lo a Ferrari? 
Are we in danger of forgetting our roots? 
Mike Maber 
Weymouth, Dorset 

8000 Plus: I think not: the new products 
which you mention are a testimony to the 
potential of the PCW, You. as the user, 
have the choice to exploit or ignore this. 
If you don't sec the need lo upgrade in 
any way. then you can keep the original 
package, with no loss of face or 
compromise in quality. Does anyone 
have any more thoughts on this one? 



J & H Training 

Interested in Computer Training? 

1 Day Courses available on 

Word Processing, Database, 

Spreadsheet, plus more 

Training on Amstrad computers 

For details contact Julie or Helen 

Tel 0709 873359 Fax 0709 760088 

1 1 Fitz william Avenue, Wath-on-Dearne, 

Rotherham S.Yorks S63 7HN 
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GET A DETAILED TIMES 
MATERIALS BREAKDOWN FOR 
I JOB - AUTOMATICALLY 




A FAST, WELL PROVEN 
PROFESSIONAL SYSTEM 
DESIGNED SPECIALLY 
FOR BUILDING WORK 
RUNS ON ANY PC 
OR PCW COMPUTER 
SUPER EASY TO USE 

CALL NOW . . 



mmi^rmut swsfflBsas 



0387-88612 



(or your FREE 

INFORMATION 

PACK 
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UPGRADING TO PC? 
Continue your LocoScript Experience with 

LOCOSCRIPT PC ft LINK £125.00 

LocoScript PC £99 LocoLink £30 Link & PC S/Ware £45 

The NEW Printer Support Pack £29.95 

ALL LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE USUALLY IN STOCK 

AMSOFT CF2 DISCS 10 tor £21 20 for £40 30 for £55 

MANNESMANN TALLY PRINTERS 

MT-81 £141.00 MT-82 £340.75 
MT-130 24pin 470.00 MT-90 INKJET 528.75 
MT-904 LASER £587.50 

PRINTER DELIVERY QUICK 8.50 NEXT DAY 15.00 

Send.Telephone or Fax your Order lo: INCL. VAT FREE POST 

^S^gJM ^m TEL & FAX 0705 454017 



I think, 

therefore I am - 
a Brainstorm user 





Keep control of all your 
ideas, afterthoughts, 
plans and reminders with 
Brainstorm - the fast 
and easy to use ideas 
processor. 
Thousands of 
satisfied users. 



To: Brainstorm Software, FREEPOST, Ruislip, Middlesex, HA4 8BR. 
Please rush me: | ] My copy of Brainstorm + manual 

I 1 Further information 



£29.99 
inclusive 



Name: .... 
Address: . 



4t 







Telephone 

0895 

677845 

j(Our full address is 18 Courtlands Close, Ruislip, Middlesex, HA4 8AX)_j 



Competition 

Ever thought of venturing into the world of desk 
top publishing? Answer the questions below and 
you could be the winner of a complete DTP system! 



you lo connect Ihe mouse to the back of 
the PCW. Once the system is installed, 
you can fully unleash the graphics 
potential of your machine, and you'll be 
producing quality artwork in no time. 

What's more. The Desktop Publisher 

CV-TLy^M""*^ comes complete with a no nonsense 

. W&Sr-'- -- manual, allowing you to get down to the 

/I pleasurable business of DTP-ing in the 

I minimum amount of time. 

This month's Back Page 
competition is rather special. Database 
■. ■r..:._f~,. ~~ - c± j ~--.~- : Software have generously donated over 

I £200-worth of prizes, just waiting to be 
I won. First prize is The Desktop 
Publisher - a complete DTP package, 
consisting of the software program 
itself, a mouse, and the interface 
through which the mouse is connected 
Launch yourself into the world of DTP with to the back of the PCW. 
this month's fabulous competition prizes! For the two lucky runners up. 

Database are offering prizes worth over 
£60. These will be an AMX mouse 
Mention the phrase Desk Top together with an interface. This means 

Publishing, and you could find yourself that all you have to do is browse 
embarking on a hazardous course through the advertisements in 8000 Plus 

through jargon. DTP is a PCW . or check the Good Software Guide's 

application which can conjour up the DTP section (last published in our May 

idea of extremely complicated issue) - and select a software package to 

procedures; what is meant by publishing suit you! Remember though, that you 
on a desk top anyway? will already have the most expensive 

The truth of the matter, you'll be part of the system in your possession - 

pleased to leam. is that DTP opens up a that is. the mouse and the interface - so 
whole new world of creativity for you be sure that the software you choose 

and your PCW. Using a DTP package to comes without these two elements, 
produce letters and reports can add that So. how can you ensure that you're 

touch of professionalism which can in the running for one of our bumper 

really help you to get your work prizes? Simple. Answer the questions 

noticed. Club newsletters and stationery below, and send them in on a postcard, 
can benefit from an individual identity to the following address (which is for 
with tailor-made logos and letterheads. competitions only): 8000 Plus. DTP 

The Desktop Publisher, from Competition. 29 Monmouth Street. Bath 

Database Software, is one of a range of B A 1 2AP ( now there's a new postcode 
quality DTP programs for the PCW. for all those among you who are 

The package comes with everything you collecting the various different ones that 
need lo start the creative ball rolling - we publish! ) But hurry: entries must 

that means the software itself, plus a arrive no later than 27th June 1991. 

mouse and an interface, which allows May the best person win! 

1 What is the name of the famous cartoon mouse created by Walt Disney at the 
beginning of this century? 
a) Mickey b) Dickey c) Nicky 

2 Who wrote the book, Of Mice and Men? 
a) Anthony Burgess b) George Orwell c) John Steinbeck 

3 Which of these is a play by Agatha Christie? 
a) Murder at Mouse Grange b) The Mouse Mystery ....c) The Mouse Trap 

4 One of the following is a town in Cornwall. Which is ft? 
a) Mousewell b) Mousehole c) Mouseville 





NEXT MONTH! 



External Affairs 

Many of you have considered 
buying an 'external' printer- but 
have been put off by insufficient 
details on how to install and use 
them. July's 8000 Plus has a 
round-up of popular external 
printers, and examines just to get 
them working in harmony with 
your favourite software programs. 
No stone is unturned in next 
month's special feature! 

Drive time II 

This month we've looked at 
installing an internal 3.5 inch 
drive in your PCW95I2, and next 
month it's the turn of the 
PCW8000 machines. We've a 
fully illustrated, step by step 
guide to installation, plus a look 
at the benefits of making such 
an important addition to your 
PCW. July's issue of 8000 Plus 
answers all of your questions, 
so don't miss it! 

In a fix? 

As we've shown over the last few 
months. DIY PCW repairs are 
both achievable and inexpensive. 
However, there may come a time 
when you feel that the repair work 
would be better left in the hands of 
the professionals. So, next month, 
we are proud to present the 8000 
Plus Guide to PCW Repairers. Is 
there one near you? How long arc 
you likely lo be PCW-less? Will 
companies carry out repairs on- 
site? All is revealed - next month! 

Soft Options Surgery 

Next month, we're following up 
the initial Soft Options clinic 
with a more specialised collection 
of your queries. So. if you're 
finding that your discful of 
utilities is anything but a Soft 
Option, drop us a line in good 
time for our July issue! 

Mini Office 

Join Tony Hart in July's 
8000 Plus for a step by step 
guide on how to use the Mini 
Office spreadsheet module to keep 
track of sports results. The method 
can be adapted for whatever sport 
you play - or follow - so stand 
by for July! 



The July issue of 

8000 Plus 

is on sale from 27th June. 

Reserve your copy now - 
using the coupon on page 52! 



NO 
QUIBBLE 
GUARANTEE 

IF m ITEM PROVES 

FAULTY WITHIN 12 

MONTHS OF PURCHASE 

Y/EWILLREPUCEIT 
OR REFUND YOUR 



MONEY IN FULL 




TEQNICHEPCW102 
KEYBOARD 



FULL IBM AT STYLE KEYBOARD, 102 KEYS 
INCLUDING SPECIAL LOCOSCRIPT FUNCTION 
KEYS, SEPARATE NUMERIC KEYPAD, SEPARATE 
CURSOR KEYPAD. PLUGS STRAIGHT INTO ANY 
PCW. NO SPECIAL SOFTWARE OR HARDWARE 
MODIFICATIONS NEEDED. __ 

ASSEMBLED IN THE U.K, .77 

FULLY GUARANTEED FOR L I I . 
TWELVE MONTHS 



£11.55 



AMSTRAD PCW 9 SERIES 
PRINT WHEELS 



CHOOSE FROM THESE NINE 
DIFFERENT PRINT WHEELS 

• LETTERGOTHIC 10/12 -MINI 
GOTHIC 15 -ORATOR 10 
•PRESTIGE ELITE 12 
•PRESTIGE PICA 10 
•RECTA 10 -SCRIPT 12 
•THESIS PS 
•COURIER 10 

£5.45 

FOREIGN PRINTWHEELS 
AVAILABLE AT £ 12.97 

PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS 




HIGHEST QUALITY 3 PIECE 

PCW DUST COVERS 

PCW 8 SERIES c7.93 

PCW 9 SERIES c7.93 

PCW 9 SERIES 

SHEET FEEDER VERSION C 8.93 



LISTING PAPER 



11"x9V'60gsm 

1000 SHEETS 
2000 SHEETS 

TRUEA485gsm 

1000 SHEETS 



£7.93 
£14.98 

£12.98 



(PLEASE AOO l* 00 I0WAR05 MUVtHV OH ORDERS <CR PAPER 
UNLESS VOO OHDEn WITH OTHER ITEMS THEN DELIVERY IS CI 50 



A TDK DISKS 



BEST QUALITY DISKS IN THE WORLD 

FOR 3.5" AND 5.25" DRIVES. 

TDK 5.25" DS £5.78 

TDK 5.25" HD £9.68 

TDK 3.5" DS £8.46 

TDK 3.5" HD £15.98 

All prices are per box of ten disks. 



DISK STORAGE 



THE AMS30L DISK 
STORAGE BOX IS NO 
LONGER AVAILABLE. 

NEW NEW 

WE NOW OFFER A 
CHOICE OF TWO NEV 

BOXES. ORIGINALLY 
DESIGNED TO HOLD 3.5 - DISKS " 
THEY ARE IDEAL FOR 3" DISKS 

DF40L 

HOLDS UP TO W--„ 

30 x 3" DISKS ONL Y £ WL 78 




: W»»* 



DF80L 

HOLDS UP TO 
60x3" DISKS ONLY 



C5J.40 



AMSCASE 



3" DISK STORAGE 
CASE -HOLDS 
10 DISKS 



ONLY ££.91 



Don't risk losing your 
valuable data 

• Genuine Artisoft 

• Guaranteed Quality and 
Reliability 

• Buy from the UK's 
LARGEST SUPPLIER 

PACK OF 

FIVE 




a 



46 



SPECW.10WWCES 



PACK OF 

TEN elS.98 

AMAZING VALUE!!! 



15, 



BULK BUYERS SPECIAL PRICES! 
DISKS E 74.61 DISKS El 39.83 




PCW PRINTER RIBBONS | 


I CLEANING I 
KITS 


SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 10 GET 1 FREE! 


OWY APPUES TO TEN OF C« m* £ AMSTRAD Ofl COMMUBttS 

GENUINE AMSTRAD QUALITY COMPATIBLES 


CLEARHEAD «j 
FOR3'0BIVES ...cO.97 




FABRIC 


CARBON 
MULTI-STRIKE 




FABRIC 


CARBON 
MULTI- STRIKE 


DRIVE KITS EA ....E W.97 


PCW8 


4.57 


t4.57 


rem 


f2.91 


t2.91 


SCREEN AND 


PCW9 


- 


■2.91 


PCW9 


1-2.29 


c2.29 


KEYBOARD -l/\ 

KIT ONLY £ 1 V.49 


minimum OODER - 2 RIBBONS UNLESS ORDERED WITH OTHER ITEMS 





TOP 25 SELECTED PCW TITLES 



INTEGRATED 

MINI OFFICE PR0FESSI0NAL....E35.25 
D.T.P. 

STOP PRESS £35.25 

DATABASES 

MASTERFILE8000 £35.25 

LOCOFILE C35.25 

LEISURE 

CLASSIC COLLECTION VOL 1 ...E10.81 
CLASSIC COLLECTION VOL 2 ...£1 0.81 

TIME AND MAGIK £10.81 

TOMAHAWK £1 4.98 

SCRABBLE £1 4.98 

CLASSIC GAMES 4 „....£14.98 

CLOCK CHESS 89.... £14.98 

HOME ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE ...£1 4.98 
WORLD OF SOCCER £16.32 



WORD PROCESSING 

LOCOFILE WITH L0C0SCRIPT..E43.71 

LOCOSCRIPT 2 £33.04 

LOCOSPELL £25.99 

LOCOMAIL £33.04 

LOCOFILE WITH LOCOMAIL £48.88 

LOCOSCRIPT 2 LOCOSPELL £41 .30 

PRINTER SUPPORT PACK £32.91 

SPREADSHEETS 

CRACKER II TURBO PLUS £39.95 

EDUCATION 

SCHOOLS OUT £1 0.81 

ULTIMATE SUMS £10.81 

ULTIMATE QUIZ £1 0.81 

ACCOUNTS 

MONEY MANAGER £41 .30 




FREE 

DELIVERY 

ON ALL ORDERS OVER £15 
(EXCEPT PAPER) 



ON ORDERS BELOW 
£15 PLEASE ADD £1.50 
TOWARDS POSTAGE 
— -i AND PACKING. 

OTP^ \0R 

ESOE ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT @ 175% ALL OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 



s 

D 



P E 

E L I 



E D Y 

VERY 



FOR ONLY £693 YOUR ORDER 

CAN BE DELIVERED WITHIN 24 HRS (WEEK 

,DAYS ONLY) GUARANTEED BEFORE 1.00PM 

lORPERS MUST BE PLACEO BEFORE 3.30PM) 






(Thm mmBnarB 



COMPUMART UMinO. fREEPOST (80+) 
JUBILEE DRIVE. LOUGHBOROUGH. LE1CS. If 1 1 OUR 

IH 0509 610444 FAX: 0509610235 



4 essential pack 




from NewStar 



New 

Cracker 2 turbo plus 

Now Supports 3 times the available 
worksheet! 



Cracker 2 turbo plus is the power- 
ful, user friendly graphics spread- 
sheet specially written forthe PCW 
8256, 8512 and 9512. Fast and 
easy to use, with a wide variety of 
graph styles, why settle for a text-only spreadsheet 
when the best costs less? 

Cracker 2 turbo plus is capable of checking 
entries for error as data is keyed into a work sheet. 
Arithmetic, logic and syntax are all checked before 
being accepted. 

Once a worksheet has been created Cracker 2 
turbo plus can translate these figures into graphs, in 
high resolution, either on the screen or to an Epson 
compatible printer. Bar graphs, pie charts, line 
graphs, logarithmic, scatter and hi lo graphs can all 




be produced. 

Built-in functions are available fordoing statis- 
tical analysis, complex logic and higher mathemat- 
ics. Special functions for cashflow calculations and 
tax assessments are also provided. 

• Cracker 2 turbo plus supports 52 columns by 
255 rows 

• Makes full use of the PCW 32 line screen 

• Extensive graphing capabilities 

• On-line help and error checking 



Touch n Go 

Typing Tutorial 

24 Hours to Keyboard mastery. 

Yes, in just 24 hours, with a little concentrated 
effort you can be touch typing at 40 words per 
minute, with an alphabetic accuracy of 95%, and 
a numeric accuracy of 100%. 

Consists of a series of 62 self paced lessons, 
which the program will not allow you to advance 
through until you have reached a certain degree of 
competence. 

Touch'n'Co displays all your mistakes and 
also the speed and accuracy with which you 
complete each lesson. You can keep log files of 
progress and resume at any time, just where you 
left off. 

Price:£21.69+VAT 

l\BN 



C-STAM 

File Transfer System 

The simple and efficient method of 
transferring data between a PCW 
to a PC or PPC - and back again! 

Transfer files between the serial port of a PCW and 
any IBM compatible PC using C-STAM. Ideal for 
anyone upgrading to a PC, or for offices where 
both types of machine are in use. 

C-STAM will transfer any ASCII files for use on 
all your favourite programs — for example 
LocoScript PCW to WordPerfect and Cracker 2 
turbo plus to Lotus 1 23 and vice versa! 

Fast and simple to set up and use, C-STAM 
comes complete with 3", 31/2" and 51/4" disks, 
connecting cable and full instructions for use. 

Price: £39.95 +V AT Serial Interface not included. 



SEAR 
%4 



NewStar Software Distribution Limited, 
S The Widford Old Rectory, London Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8TE 
Tel: (0245) 265017 Fax:(0245)263969 



NewWord 2 pcw 

The classic WordStar look-alike 
wordprocessor for the PCW. 

NewWord 2 operates under the CPM operating 
system, and uses the universally recognised codes 
of WordStar. So if you have already learned how 
to use WordStar, you will be immediately up and 
running with NewWord 2 PCW, with virtually no 
additional learning required. 

Mailmerge facilities use standard files that can 
be exported from most databases, and a fast and 
versatile spelling corrector proof reads your docu- 
ments, prompting you with suggested spellings if 
you need them. There's even a set of dictionary 
manipulation utilities to help with anagram and 
crossword puzzles! 

Price: £60.83 tVAT 



NewStar Catalogue 

Write or Phone for our free 64 page catalogue of 
IBM and PCW software. . . FREE - just ask! 



NewStar Catalogue 

Edition: 10 




■IMMuHHAm 



• Special section devoted to PCW users 

• Packed with useful tips and information 

• More products 

• Business and educational software 

The PCW section covers, Accounts, Wordpro- 
cessing, Database and Graphics. 

And includes - the full Locomotive range, 
Micro-design 2, Masterfile 8000, Money Manager, 
Sage, MAP, dBASE II, Cracker 2, NewWord 2, the 
list goes on and on. . . 




BEAL KORD Col RT, 30 MOXMOITH STREET, 

Bath, Avon, BA1 2AP 

Telephone: 0225 442244 
Fax: 0225 446019 

Hello! 

Welcome to June's 8000 Plus! As you can probably guess by the cover, we've been 
knee-deep in DIY this month, fitting an internal 3-5 inch drive to a PCW9512. It really 
was surprisingly easy to do, and if you try it yourself, it will take about an hour. 
However, because we had to photograph it as we went along (for the walkthrough on 
page 46), the whole process took a day! It takes about twenty minutes to photograph 
each step when the subject matter is simple - so you can imagine how long we 
worked on this one! Incidentally, in case you were wondering, the hands in the 
walkthrough belong to Martin. 

Whenever it comes to upgrades or add-ons of any kind for features in 8000 Plus, 
we usually turn to our own fleet of PCWs in the office. We've got three machines; 
Martin and Karen use 8512s, and I've got a 9512 . The only problem is that over the 
years, all the machines have been used at one time or another to help carry out 
reviews, walkthroughs and so on. When it came to this month's cover feature, we had, 
quite literally, run out of guinea pig machines. So, the one that you see is the personal 
possession of Martin (8000 Plus's able staff writer!). Next month, when we do the same 
for the 8000 series, it will be Karen's own PCW which gets the treatment. It's rather 
like a perk of the job, I suppose! 

Many of you will now have received a leaflet telling you about our forthcoming 
book on Micro Design. I am editing the book, and believe me, it's well worth having! 
Alec has done a fabulous job, and there really is no stone left unturned. However, 
some confusion has arisen over Andy Akerman's comment about the versions of 
Micro Design. To set the record straight, the book is devoted to Micro Design 2, and 
there is no mention of the mysterious versions 1 and 3 whatsoever! And don't forget, 
you can still take advantage of the special discount available to subscribers only. 

That's about it for June - keep sending in your ideas, comments and suggestions 
to me at the usual address - (code marking your envelope SL so that I can give your 
letter priority over the rest). I can't reply to all of your correspondence, because time 
just doesn't permit, but I do read every one, and note the information therein. 



I'll leave you to enjoy the issue, and will get cracking on July's 8000 Plus! 
See you next month! 







Sophie Lankenau 
Editor, 8000 Plus 




HvglMml Office 

Future Publishing Limited 

Ucjufortl Court. .«) Monmouth Mnvt 

Hath. Avon I1AI 2AP 
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